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- Christus,

An
Oratorio

the words selected from the Holy Scriptures,

and set to Music

by

Friedrich Kiel.

Op. 60.
Christ (Bariton). A Servant (Tenor).
Pontius Pilate (Tenor). Ist. Malefactor (Tenor).
High Priest (Bass). 2nd. Malefactor (Low Dass).
Pharisee (Bass). A voice (Mezzo-Soprano).
Peter (Bass). The Two Maries (Mezzo-Sopranc and
Judas (Bass). ! Contralto).
A voice (Tenor). A Maid (Soprano).
Thomas (Tenor). An Angel (Soprano).
Chorus.







1.

Christ’s entry into Jerusalem.

A Voice.

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. Rejoice greatly, o daughter of Zion; behold, thy king cometh unto thee: he is
righteous, having salvation; for he himself shall feed his flock, and shall seek that which

1. was lost, and bring again that which was driven away.

Page.*)

Chorus.

Hosianna! O blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord! peace in heaven,
5. and glory in the highest.
' A Voice.

A Dbruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he not quench. And
he will destroy in this mountain the face of the covering cast over all people, and the vail
that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord God

, will wipe away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of his people shall he take away
25, from off all the earth: for the Tord hath spoken it.

Chorus.

‘When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, then were we like unto them
that dream. Then was our mouth filled with langhter, and our tongue with singing.
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of them that publish peace; that say

e ———

‘I unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!

! Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up ye everlasting doors; and the

., king of glory shall come in. Who is the king of glory? It is the Lord! strong, and
29{‘ mighty in battle; the Lord God .of hosts.

J A Pharisee.

Hearest thou what these say? Master, r. .kge thy disciples.

Christ.

I tell you that if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.
29, Have ye never read, out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?

; Chorus.

Hosianna! Sing, o sing to the Lord a new Song! His praise is from the end of the
earth; his praise endureth for ever and ever.

*) of the piano-score.
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Christ.

If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong
unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that
killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have
gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth ler chickens under her wings,
and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.

Chorus.
Our dance is turned into mourning. The crown is fallen from our head O woe
unto us, that we have sinned! therefore is our heart faint. But the Lord will not cast

off for ever: for though he cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the
multitude of his mercies. —

Christ’s Supper with his disciples.

Christ.
Ye know that after two days is the passover, and the son of man is betrayed to
be crucified. — Go, prepare for us the passover, that we may eat. With desire I have

desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer.

Chorus.

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the
door, T will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.
Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.

Christ.

Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.
The disciples.
Lord, who is it? Is it I? Is it T? —

Christ.

The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe to that man Xpy
whom the Son of man is betrayed! Tt had been good for that man if he had not been boxn.

Judas.
Is it I? Master. )
Christ. ]
Thou sayest it. That thou doest, do quickly. }
Chorus.

)
Woe! They imagine wickedness against me; yea, my friend in whom I trusted, who
did also eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.

Christ.

Because of me, all ye shall be offended this night: for it is written, 1 will smite
the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad.

Peter. 5
Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended. ‘{

Christ.

Verily I say unto thee, that this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deniy
me thrice.
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Peter and the other disciples.
Though I should die with thee, yet will T not deny thee.
Christ.

My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry here, and wateh with me.
My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: yet not as I will, but as thou wilt.

Chorus.
Although he were the Son of God, yet learned he obedience by the things which
he suffered.
Christ.

Ah! Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son
of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Arise, and let us be going: behold, he is
at hand that doth betray me.

Judas.
Christ.

Judas, betrayest thou the son of man with a kiss?

Hail, O Master!

The disciples.
Lord, shall we smite with the sword?

Christ.

Suffer ye thus far, that thus it must be. Shall I not drink the cup, which my
Father hath given me? Be ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and with staves
for to take me? When I was daily with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no hands
against me: but this is your hour, and the power of darkness.

A Voice.

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But for our transgressions was he wounded, and
for our iniquities was he bruised.

Chorus.

All we like sheep have gone astray, — as sheep having no shepherd. But the Lord
hath laid ou him the iniquity of us all; the chastisement of our peace was upon him,
and with his stripes we are healed. —

11

Peter deniéth Christ.

A Maid. m_—

And thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. -

Peter.
I know not what thou sayest.

A Servant.

Art not thou also one of this man’s disc les? Did not I see thee in the garden
with him? i
Peter. |
I am not. }
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Another Maid.

Page.
This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.
Chorus of Serv-:ts and Maids.
Surely thou also art one of them;. for thy speech bewrayeth thee.
Peter.
95. I know not the man.

Christ before the High-Priest.

Chorus (Witnesses).

This fellow said, I am able to destroy God’s temple and to build it in three days.

The High-priest.

Answerest thou nothing? What is it which these witness against thee?
T adjure thee by the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ the
Son of God.

Christ.

Thou sayest it; I am: and ye shall see the son of man sitting on the right hand
of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. —

The High-priest.
He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witnesses? Behold, now
99. ye have heard his blasphemy. What think ye?
/ Chorus (People).

‘ Of death he’s guilty. — Now prophesy, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee?

{ Chorus (4 Foice).

I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the halr
104. \TI hid not my face from shame and spitting.

Judas.
I have sinned in that T have letrayed the innocent blood.

People. 1
110. ‘What is that to us? see thou to that. i

A Voice. |

He was oppressed, and he was_ afflicted, yet he opened not hLis mouth: as a lanmb
which is brought to the slaughter, he is dumb, and as a sheep before her shearers. Bt
thus saith God, the Lord: — I have, for a small moment, thee forsaken, but with greqt
glory and worship will I crown thee. I have also given thee for a light to the Gentiles,

112. that thou mayest be my salvation unto the ends of the earth.



Christ before Pilate.

Pilate.
I'age.
‘What accusation bring ye against this man, which is called Christ?
Chorus.
We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Ceesar,
and saying, that he is Christ, a king. —
Pilate.
Art thou the king of the Jews?
Christ.
My kingdom is not of this world.
Pilate.
Art thou a king then?
Christ.
Thou sayest. I am a king. To this end was I born, and came into the world, that
I should witness of the truth. Kvery one that is o ~a_truth, he heareth my voice.
Pilate.
I find no fault in him at all. But ye have a custom, that T should release unto
you one at the passover: will ye therefore that I release unto you the king of the Jews?
People.
Not this man, but Barabbas. Hail, King of the Jews!
Pilate.
Behold the man!
People.
Away with this man — let him be crucified.
Pilate.
115. Why, what evil hath he done ?
People.
f Crucify him!
} Pilate.
12?. Take ye him, and crucify him, for I find no fault in him.
{
i People.
\ We have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he S
131. Son of God.
! Pilate.

i

Whence art thou? Speakest thou not unto me? Knowest
to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?
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Christ.
Page.
Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above. —
People.
If thou let this man go, thou art not Ceesar’s friend; for, whosoever maketh himself
a king speaketh against Ceesar.
Pilate.
Behold your king!
People.
Away with this man; crucify him!
Pilate.
133. Shall T crucify your king?
People.
‘We have no king but Ceesar. Cruecify him.
Pilate.
I am innocent of the blood of this just person: See ye to it.
People.
137. His blood be on us, and on our children.
Christ.

Ye daughteis of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your
145. children. For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?
Chorus.

Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world. O, thou
crucified Lord Jesus Christ! have mercy upon us, and grant us thy peace. O, thoun
147. spotless Lamb of God, grant us thy peace.

People.

Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou
149. be the Son of God, come down from the cross.

Christ.

Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.

Ist- Malefactor.

If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.

2n- Malefactor.

Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? And we justly;
for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss.
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.

Christ.

ato thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.
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Chorus. (Choral).

My Saviour dies, — awestruck, earth quaketh: —
The sun its blessed light withdraws:

Among the dead, new life awaketh,

And graves their slumbring saints disclose.

What God’s wise counsel hath decreed,

By Jesu’s death, is finished. —

Page.

/ When I death’s portal dark must enter,
Lord strengthen me in that dread hour;
My soul no terrors shall encounter
Since death is robb’d of all its power.
The gloomy vale I cheerful tread,
Through Jesu’s word, “tis finished”. —

A~

But who may abide the day of his coming? And who shall stand when he

156.  appeareth?

Christ’s Resurrection.

The Two Maries.

Who shall roll us away the stone from the sepulchre?
They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre.

An Angel.

‘Woman, why weepest thou?

The Two Maries.
They have taken away the Lord, and wo know not where they have laid him.

Christ.

Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou?

Mary.

Sir, if thon have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will

take him away.

Christ.
Mary! —

Mary.
Rabboni! —

Christ.

Touch me not; for T am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and
169. say unto them, T ascend unto my Father, and your Father; to my God, and your God.

Chorus of Disciples.
L74. The ILord is risen indeed, and hath appeared unto us.

Thomas.

Execept I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his

side, I will not believe.

Christ.

Peace be unto you. Thomas, reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and

reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.

. : Thomas.
My Lord and my God.
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Christ.

Because thou hast seen me, Thomag, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have
not seen, and yet have believed.

Chorus.

For no eye hath ever seen, and no ear hath ever heard, neither by the heart of
man was e’er concieved, the things by God prepared for them that love him.

Christ.

Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?
Peter.

Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.
Christ.

Feed my lambs.
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?

Peter.
Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.

Christ.

Feed my sheep.
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?

Peter.

Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee.

Christ.

Feed my sheep.

Verily, verily, T say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdest thyself, and
walkest whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy
hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.

All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations to observe all things whatsoever T have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world.

Chorus.

Hallelujah! This is the stone by the builders rejected, which is become the head of
the cormer. Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. —

Hallelujah! Amen!

e R

Printed by Graichen & Riehl, Leipzig.
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