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Song of the Goldfish

I[I®cHA 30/10TOU PBIOKU

My child, my own,
Stay, linger here with me:

With plenteous life the water’s sown,
And cool rest,meant for thee.

My sisters I will summon here:
We'll dance thee rhapsodies,
Thy clouded vision thus to clear,

Thy weary soul to ease.

Ah, sleep! Thy couch is broad and soft,
Thy cov’ring, water clear,

The vyears and centuries pass aloft
While, dreaming, thou liest here.

Beleved 1iine, I cannot hide
That thine I must abide,

I love thee with this changeless tide,
My life for thee to guide.

In the opinion of the editor neither Dargomizhsky nor Arensky, in setting these same verses,
has come near the imaginative and ideal expression which Balakireff has uchieved. His ac -
companiment alone 7s a finished and highly modern work of art. In a sense the vocal part
has less distinction, but a fine-spun legato, a beautiful and evenly sustained tone in passages
of ‘piano” or‘pianissimo) and sensitive feeling for the delicious,swaying rhythm on whick *the
voice must seem to float will give it character and atmosphere. 1t may be said regarding the
tempo that a little too fast is preferable to a little too slow, as in the latter case the musie
may easily be made to drag. Full advantage muay be taken of the opportunity fto accelerate
and then to broadern at the climazx on page 8.

César Cui nas written so sympathetically wnd imaginatively of this song that the editorjeels
he can do no better than quote his words; “The song opens with a perfectly independant piano
ritournelle, bewitchingly graceful. The words, any sisters I will summon here’ seem to evoke from
the piano, as if by magic, lovely passages of thirds. The middle section of the song consists
of fifths, while at the samc time we have the sound of a horn from afar. At the close of the

song the independant ritournelle is heard once more, as it dies away poetically in a series
of enharmonic chords.
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English version by GEORGE HARRIS, Jr. == Musie by M. BALAKIREFF
French version by M. D. CALVOCORESSI (Original Key) Fdited by OLIN DOWNES
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Songs by HORACE JOHNSON

ABSENCE

High G Medium F Low Eb
.40
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High A Medium F
Net .60

SONG OF THE SHEPHERD

(Sacred Song)

High E Low C
50

THY DARK HAIR

(A Serenade)

Low Am
.60

TWO CHILDREN'S SONG BITS

1. A Hustling Business Man
Medium C
2. The Fat Kid
Medium G
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