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1. The Piper

Poem by James Elroy Flecker (1884 -1915) Peter Dyson
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THE PIPER
He kissed the girls that sat alone

With none to whisper, none to woo;

Gladly, madly, merrily,
With a tune for death and a tune for birth.
And a tune for lover’s revelry.

{! LAD went piping through the Earth, Fired at his touch their faces shone,

If only he could make us thrill

I listened, but the street was still,

And no one played for you and me.

And beauty drenched them as the dew.

Old men who heard him danced again,
And shuflled round with catching breatn,
And those that lay on beds of pain
Went dancing through the gates of death.

Once more with mirth and melody:
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2. Stillness

Peter Dyson

Poem by James Elroy Flecker (1884 -1915)
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STILLNESS

HEN the words rustle no more,
And the last work’s done,
When the bolt lies deep in the door,
And Fire, our Sun,
Falls on the dark-laned meadows of the floor;

When from the clock’s last chime to the next chime
Silence beats his drum,

And Space with gaunt-geey eyes and her brother Time
Wheeling and whispering come,

.. Then twittering out in the night my thou ght—blrds ﬂcc,
.+ lam emptied of all my dreams: :

"I only hear Earth tumning, only see

Ether’s long bankless streams, - :

And only know I should drown if )ou laid not your hand on me.
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3. From Jean Moréas' "STANCES-

Poem by James Elroy Flecker (1884 -1915) Peter Dyson

With drama {=52)
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FROM JEAN MOREAS’ ‘STANCES'

HE garden rose I paid no honour to,
‘ So humbly poised and fashioned on its spray,
Has now by wind unkissed, undrenched by dew,
Lived captive in her vase beyond a day.

|
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And tired and pale, bereft of earth and sun,
~ Her blossom over and her hour of pride,
. She has dropped all her petals, one by one,
- Unmindful if she lived or how she died.
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_ When doom is passing in her dusky glade

- Let us learn silence. In this evening hour,
- O heart bowed down with mystery and shade,
Too heavy lies the spectre of a flower!
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4. Pannyra of the Golden Heel

Peter Dyson

Poem by James Elroy Flecker (1884 -1915)
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PANNYRA OF THE GOLDEN HEEL

(Erom Albert Samain)

gl

HE revel pauses and the room is still:
The silver flute invites her with a trill,
And, buried in her great veils fold on fold,
Rises to dance Pannyra, Heel of Gold.
Her light steps cross; her subtle arm impels
The clinging drapery; it shrinks and swells,
Hollows and floats, and bursts into a whirl:
She is a flower, a moth, a flaming girl.
All lips are silent; eyes are all in trance:
She slowly wakes the madness of the dance,
Windy and wild the goiden torches burn;
She turns, and swifter yet she tries to turn,
Then stops: a sudden marble stiff she stands.
The veil that round her coiled its spiral bands,
Checked in its course, brings all its folds to rest,
And clinging to bright limb and pointed breast
Shows, as beneath silk waters woven fine,
Pannyra naked in a flash divine!
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5. Fountains

Peter Dyson

Poem by James Elroy Flecker (1884 -1915)
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( = 60) [Great Bardfield 1986

FOUNTAINS

Here will I dip my burning hand

OFT is the collied night, and cool
rall. ‘J_ The wind about the garden pool.
J e s
A
\

— P — And move an inch of drowsy sand,
@ﬁ:‘ﬂl\ f ! P — And pray the dark reflected skies
— — To fasten with their seal mine eyes.
A million million leagues away
‘ - #5 Among the stars the goldfish play,
: ; | ¢ And high above the shadowed stars.
L P i — ¢ ¢ } Wave and float the nenuphars.




