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MEMOTIRS

OF THE

LIFE AND WRITINGS

OF THE ABATE

PIETRO METASTASIO.

SECTION I

ABOUT the time that Signor Mattei opened

a correfpondence with our bard, he had
many letters to write of mere compliment
to authors who fent him their works, and
‘of civility to others who had praifed his
- own. Except the letters to the Romanina
and his brother, thofe to Farinelli, Saverio
Mattei, and his old friend Sig. Filipponi of

- Turin, are the moft confidential. However,
there are frequently paflages in’his_ letters to
others, which merit prefervation, either for
their wit, ingenuity, politenefs, or, for the
fentiments they contain on fubjeéts of
literature; and of thefe we fhall feleét a few,
VOL, III. ' B previous
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previous to refuming his correfpondence with
his more particular friends. ‘

In 1766, the Abate Vincenzo Camillo Al-
derti began a correfpondence with our poet,
which continued till 17733 of which corref-
pondence near thirty letters have been in-
ferted in the printed colle&tion. Butasthey
are fhort, and contain little more than ex-
preflions of thanks and politenefs for his
effers of friendthip and prefents of his works,
but little can be extrated from them, that
can ecither amufe or intereft an Englith
reader ; particularly, when deprived of the
fafcinating elegance with which they ar¢ ex<
prefled in their native lan gﬁage-.»

The firft letter from Sig. Alberti to which
the anfwer of Metaflafio & preferved, in~ -
clofed a Cantata—* I cannot but be much
flattered and obliged by your voluntary offer
of friendfhip, with fuch partial expreffions in
my favour; and as a demonftration of its
value, you communicate to me a Cantata of

‘your own writing, which is truly happy,
affeCting, and graceful. But how can a man
at my time of life, tired with his indi{pen~
fible occupations, fupport a regular correfe
pondence? Unlefs you could remove a num- -
ber of Olympiads from my fhoulders, and

L give
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give me a little of your own leifure, I thould
certainly merit only your compaffion for
my inability to avail myfelf of the honour
which you fo generoufly offer me.”

When Sig. Alberti {fent Metaftafio a Son-
net which he had written w1th an intention
of prefixing it as a dedication of his Cantatas
to the poet, he fays: I am extremely
grateful for your aﬁe&iomte partiality, and
congratulate you on the produétion of fo
beautiful a Sonnet; :but at the fame time,
muft entreat you moft earneftly, to relinquith

“your obliging defign: as fuch incenfe has
-ever, from time immemorial, been devoted
to the favourites of fortune, not to us poor
. inhabitants of Parnaffus. And this reafon
has, hitherto, fufficed in defending me from
‘others who have had a fimilar defign: and
I promife to myfelf the fame complacence
from you, which I thall regard as a proof of
your friendfhip, and a ftimulus to the con-
“tinuance of that efteem with which I have
- the honour to be, &c.” :
. This Abate feems, with great friendthip
and zeal, to have complained to Metaftafio
of - the liberties then taking by fome opera
botchers with his dramas ; to which the poet
teplies : . “ Spare.your virtuous indignation,
my moft obliging Sig. Albesti, for occahions
B2 ' C TR
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more worthy of your wrath, than the alter~
ations of fome of my dramas. If the cor-
rections are juft, I ought to be grateful to
thofe who fhall enlighten me ; and if other-
wife, I fhall not be forry that the public, oc-
cupied with the faults of others, fhall have
the lefs leifure for reflefting upon mine.
‘Let not my averfion to the writing long
letters diminith your efteem: on the con-
trary, believe me ever, in {pite of this in-
firmity, invariably yours.”

Metaftafio having, in {port, told the Abate,
-that he fhould be unable to write for fome
‘ time, as he was.ordered by his imperial mi-

ftrefs to take a journey to Parnaflus ; Signor
Alberti, not .underftanding -that the poet
.meant to fhut out all interruption, and devote
-his whole time to the mufes, breke in upon
" him with an unexpeéted letter, -to which he
--pleafantly makes the following reply. ¢ Long
. life to'my moft officious Sig. Alberti! who

‘for the fake of his friends, in imitation of
" Hercules and Thefeus, does not decline hav-
ing -a commerce with the other- world.
Upon my having told you that 1 had made
- 'my laft voyage to the Elyfian fields, you
went thither by letter to feck me : folicitous
to know the truth from myfelf. - For once,
! have the pleafure- to thank - you . :from
o Vienna.



L 4

{s5)

Vienna. But if I had been found in that
remote region, I know not whether my
anfwer would have come fo foon. However,
after this convin¢ing proof, ¥ am fure that
the inexorable fates may rob me of what
they pleafe; but they will never place .me
beyond the power of your compafs.” .

The following extraét from a letter to the
Abate _Alberti will communicate to the
reader Metaftafio’s opinion of blank verfe. -

¢ I am much obliged to you for the new
poetical compofition which you were fo
kind as to inclefe in your laft letter, and
which I thould rather call an epiftle, than 3
‘poem. It appears to me learned, the thoughts
‘feem nobleand well digefted, and the ftyle -
as poetical and harmonious as is poffible in
our endicafyllable meafure, ftript of rhyme.
‘Whether from reafon or habit, I know not;
but my ear cannot eafily accommodate itfelf
to this convenient liberty, which perhaps,
idlenefs has recommended to fome of our
illuftrious Italian bards. It is true, that
rhyme fometimes tyrannically impedes the
expreflion of our thoughts : but it is likewife
true, that it often fuggefts to us ideas that are
more luminous and fublime, to which our
minds would never have {oared, but for the
- violent efforts to which  this troublefome
B 3 AMmshakes
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ftimulatrix has obliged us to have recourfe
in our diftrefs. And it is certain, that there
. is as much difference in the force of the
fame thought happily exprefled in rhyme
and in blank verfe, as in that of a ftone "
thrown with the hand, and with a fling.
Not that I difapprove of this liberty in the
epiftolary or didatic ftyle; In thefe, it feems
~as if the poet may difpenfe a little with this
mufic, which is always eflential to true
poetry.”
~ “ 1 know not what can poffibly have
feduced the worthy Countefs Bianchi in my
favour. I am fo proud of fuch an enviable
partiality, that I pray to heaven fhe may
never be undeceived. Pray prefent her my
moft humble thanks, and try to keep her in
this miftake.”—— |

Speaking of the Emperor’s Tour through
Italy, incognito, in 1769, he fays : ¢ we know
nothing more of the auguft pilgrim here,
than that he quitted Vienna the 3d of this
inftant March, in the evening ; that there is
no doubt but that he intends to vifit Rome in
this manner to avoid ceremony, of which he
is an irreconcileable enemy; and that he pro-
pofes to pafs unknown wherever he goes;
but his ftar is thought too luminous to be

concealed
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eoncealed by any cloud which heé can get
behind.”——
~¢¢ My moft obliging Sig. Alberti, ever eager
to confer favours on me, has been the firft to
inform me of the happy delivery of the little
niece of my dear Gémello: pray accept of
my beft thanks for the courteous diligence
withwhich you have quieted my folicitude *.”
Metaftafio’s correfpondent, the Abate Als
berti, had been long confined to his bed by
a broken ancle. When he fent him fome
works -which he had produced during that
“ftate—The Imperial Laureat fays: I fhall
gead the book whenever I can get time for
that - gratification 3. but, at prefent, I have
hardly leifure fufficient to thank you for it.
1 have, however, perufed the little Cantata
that was inclofed in your letter, by which I
find, that though lame, you have either been
able to clamber mount Parnaflus, or are fo
well with thé mufes, that they fcruple not
- t6 vifit you in bed. Get up, for heaven’s
fake, that you may no longer oblige them to

* This was the litdle fra@ious homely child, of which
Farinelli was {o fond, when I vifited him at Bologna, in
2770, K :

' R4 : fuch

~
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fuch praétices as, to thofe who envy you, may
appear {candalous.”~—
- % In your laft letter, you with me to bc
diffufe in my anfwer, and point out an oppor-
tunity for me to difcufs certain queftions in
the " Afiatic manner. Ah, my dear Abate,
you fuppofe me young, robuft, and idle.
Would to heaven you were not miftaken !
But, for my misfortune, neither youth,
ftrength, nor leifure, are allowed me. The
mere duties of my office are now a grievous
burthen to me : think then how unfit I muft
be, to {fcrawl whole fheets, merely to thew
my eloquence and genius: Ileave all this ta
you, who are in the prime of life ¥.”’——r
¢ The laft Sonnet with which you have
been pleafed $o favour me, leaves all the
other poetical compofitions which the mufes
have hitherto diftated to you, far behind, I
congratulate you upon it : . but am unable to
comprehend how, in your painful fituation, it
is poffible for you to have an inclination to
tune the lyre. Though I can plead no fuch
painful impediment, yet I can never bruth
the duft-off mine, unlefs from abfolute ne-
‘ceflity. In the enfuing nuptial celebration

* Metaftafio was now feventy-four,
there
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there will be no theatrical exhibition. I ob~
tained not this information, till I had almoft:
finithed a drama which I was ordered to
write : fo that I have not been {pared, as I
might have been, a labour which is now be- .
come heavy and ungrateful *.

- %6 Your fonnet fhall be en_]oyed by the few
palates that are able to tafte it,”’~— '
4¢ I know not whether I ought to con-
gratulate you on the huge purchafe you have
made of' Italian dramas. You will find, as
formerly happened to myfelf, in an immenfe
quantity of ftraw, but very little grain, and
that of a bad quality. Siface will not com-
penfate for the bad harveft. I am extremely
grateful to you for the obliging offer of it,
- which you make me ; but having, fome years
ago, met with a copy of this old opera, I gave
it a perufal, and am by no means tempted to
acknowledge it as my legitimate offspring.
It is a drama compofed againft my will : the
idea was to reform an old opera at the re-
queft of Porpoera:. and in reforming, it was
entirely changed; as the ori

ginal materials

* This drama (Ruggiero) was, however, coripleted, fet
to mufic by Hafle, and proformed at Milan, in 1771,upon
the marriage of the Arch-duke Ferdinand, with the princéfs
of Modena, -

F

L
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were {o totally different from the additional,
and fo difcordant, as to form a contraft that
was infupportable and monftrous. And yet,
it is not mine, though I believe there re-
mains not one verfe as it was written by the
firft author. In order to be truly mine, the
firft defign fhould have been of my inven-
tion ; but my intention was merely to retify
fome particular parts; and though I have
left none untouched, I have never regarded
them as members of a whole fabric of my
conftru&tion. Therefore the connexion muft
neceflarily remain imperfet. Make, how-
ever, what ufe you pleafe of Siface; only do
not let it pafs for a child of mine, as I can-
not confcientioufly regard it as fuch,
~ Writing is always an inconvenient bufinefs
to me; but to-day, on account of the excef-
five heat, which diffolves me, it is infupports
able, fo that being totally unable to lengthen
my letter, I haly conclude.”
Vienna, June 29, 1772,

A

There are two more thort letters to the
Abate Alberts in the collettion; but they con-
tain nothing very piquant or interefting. It
bad been reported about this time, all over

- Europe,
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‘Europe, that .the poet had been appointed
Imperial Librarian, in the room of Baron
Van Swisten deceafed; and upon being cons
gratulated by the Abate Alberti on this pros
motion, he fays, ¢ the report is entirely
without foundatien ; nor do.I imagine that
my auguft fovereigns ever thought of me,
when the vacancy happened. Indeed if, from
excefs of clemency, they had, I thould have
been obliged to implore their difpenfation
from a weight fuperior to my phyfical force,
which would not have enabled me to per-
form the duties of fuch an appointment.” e
" In the laft letter to the Abate, he thanks
him for a neat and elegant edition of his
Italian poetry. He denies the writing a
Canzonetta in praife of the immortal Mare-
thal Daun, which Alberti had afctribed to
him: ¢ take care not ‘to defraud the real
author of thofe praifes which are his. due—
Pray return with my refpefts, du¢ thanks to
the moft obliging Lord Huntingdon for the
courteous remonftrances with which he ho-

nours me.”’
Vienna, April 29, 1773.

o

A correfpondence feems to have been begun |
about the year 1767, between our poet and
' 3 the
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the Abate FaBRONI, afterwards Bifhop of
Pifa ; a perfon of literary abilities, for whom
Metaftafio manifefts great refpe&t. His
Lives and Eloges of illuftrious men of hisown
country, which he began to publith at this
time in decades, feem undertaken with a
patriotic view, during the difputes between
the French and Italians for literary and
fcientific pre-eminence. The title of his
biographical work is certainly the fame as
that of Perrault, in the laft century («); but
then the Italians have to boaft of many works
on the fame plan, and under the fame title,
which are much more ancient than that of
Perrault. Signor Fabroni having exprefled
-an intention to write the life of Metaftafio,
in order to infert it among his lives of emi-
nent men, the, following letter contains the
poet’s modeft diffuafion from that enterprize,

(a) Eloges des Hommes zllqﬂre: de ce Siecle (thc xvii.)
Elogz &alcuni illuftrs Italiani,

LET-
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LETTER I

TO THE ABATE FABRONI, AT FLORENCE.,.

WitnouT framing excufes for the flow
arrival of my anfwer to your very obliging
letter of the gth of laft May, the well-known
confufion in which we have been thrown, by
the lofs of a moft amiable Emprefs; by our
fears of being deprived of our maternal and
revered Sovereign ; and, at prefent, the uni-
verfal, and tumultuous joy, for having mira-
culoufly preferved her, will have already
made my defence, and procured your pardon.
Therefore, after rendering the fincere and
- due thanks which I ought, for your moft
conftant voluntary partiality, I congratulate
your royal Sovereign, who, in having pro-
moted you, has given fuch an indubitable
teftimony of his enlightened mind, and gene-
rous heart; always ready to fee merit and
reward it.

- But, notwithftanding your partiality, I per-
ceive, that you have a defign to injure me
very ferioufly. The perfifting in your idea
-of writing my life, is an evident proof, that
my repugnance, in confenting to it, has been
regarded by you as a kind of female modetty,

which
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which a little entreaty would overcomes -
No, my dear Abate, you are very much de«
ceived. Whether from reafon, or weaknefs,
I cannot think of any one writing my life,
~without the utmoft difquietude. From this
fincere and candid confeffion, I hope that you
will have the friendly condefcenfion to re-
finquith the enterprize; a favour which I
moft earneftly fupplicate, and fhall receive

with all due gratitude.
Vienna, June 11, 1767,

This requeft was complied with, during
the poet’s life; but two years after his deceafe,
his eloge, by this author, appeared, with thofe
of Galileo Galilei, Mich. Angelo Giacomells,
Tommafo Perelli, Card. Leopoldo de’ Medict, and
Carlo Innocenzio Frugoni. Pifa. 1754.

LETTER IL

TO THE SAME.

From your obliging letter, reverend Sir,
dated July 6th. I was induced to hope, that
I thould foon receive the firft decade, of your
Lives of lllufirsous Italians, which I have ex-

pected
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pe@ted with the utmoft impatience, Oca
cupied at prefent in the exercife of my em-
ployment, it was my intention to defer
anfwering your kind letter, till the arrival of
the gift. But as it has not yet reached my
hands (by one of thofe innumerable accidents
which ufually difturb the courfe of fimilar
prefentations) I fhall not fuffer a longer
{ilence, now my inevitable duties are fulfill-
ed, to injure me in your good opinion.
Know then, moft reverend Prior, that in the
perufal of your letters, my mind is filled with
all the gratitude, confufion, and affection,
- which are due to your friendly and unfoli-
cited Partiality, for one who has neither the
opportunity, nor the power, of meriting it.
But being in pofleffion of this ineftimable
acquifition, 1 am, and ever fhall remain, ex-
tremely proud of it.

But why, with' fuch difpofitions in my
favour, do you imbitter my fatisfattion, by
publithing fuch frivolous letters as thefe,
written without the leaft refleftion, in the
full confidence that they would néver fee the
light ? Good God! You eftimate the pablic
andulgence by your own, and are deceived.
The public is a moft fevere judge; and if it
made the father of Roman eloquence trem-

ble
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ble (which he was not athamed to confefs)
at a time when he had fully prepared him-
felf for its tribunal, with what confcience
can it be called excefs of modefty in me, to
dread prefenting myfelf before it, with four
miferable little letters, written in hafte to
confidential friends, without ever perufing
them? No, moft reverend Prior, I have not
the courage, or rather arrogance, requifite for
fuch an exhibition. And whether my fears
are reafonable, as I really think them, or
conftitutional errors, I have no hopes of ever
vanquithing them. If you ftill regard them
as infirmities, the pardoning fmall defe&s is
one of the moft facred duties of friendfhip.
Treat them, therefore, as fuch, moft worthy
Prior, and indulge me in this petition, as
you obligingly did, in renouncing the defign
of “writing my life. The literary world
abounds with fubjeéts much more worthy of
your -pen, and I have, in my former letter, -
honeftly confefled how much I am difturbed
by the mere idea of ufurping fuch incenfe as

is by no means my due.
Vxenna, September 24, 1767.

LET-
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‘LETTER IIL
' To THE $AME.

"Tue firlt volume of the lives of illuftrious
men, of which you have been pleafed, moft
reverend Sir, to make me a prefent, has been.
obligingly delivered to me, by Count Szrg-

Jolde. The names of perfons with whem,
- during childhood and adolefcence, I lived, or
. at leaft was acquainted, and who compofe
the chief part of this firft decade, ftimulated
immediate perufal ; and the infinuating flow
and elegance of ftyle, would not fuffer me to
lay the book down, till I was arrived at the
laft page, and had perufed the additional
commentary on the life of my dear fellow .
ftudent, Count Dandini. Having now grati-
fied the firft hafty curiofity, I fhall give the
work a fecond and more deliberate perufal;
not pafling by, as was the cafe before, the
two lives written by Morgagni, which treat-
ing of perfons with whom I have but little
acquaintance, had not excited the fame cu-
riofity. as the reft. The rapidity of my
- perufal, however, did not prevent my feeing
the merits of the writer ; befides the ftyle,
which manifefts long ftudy and experience,
VOL. IIL - c the

’



" 18)

the laborious tafk of colleting materials fo
difperfed and obfcure, the prudent and laud-
able dexterity of uniting truth with difcre-
tion, and the various and deep learning and
{cience, neceffary for the accurate difplay of
whatever faculties the fubje@ prefented,
juftly entitle the author of fo folid a work, tq
the praife and gratitude of the public.

' . Vienna, O&ober 8,.1767.

LETTER IV.
TO THE SAME.

Yovu with me, Sir; to give you my opini
of the dramatic works of my predecef
ArosToLo ZENo, as if. your own judgm
were not lefs likely to be warped by pr
dice, than that of a man who has ru
fame career, and who feduced by tha
common and vicious emulation, forn
. even without knowing it, to which
Figul is very feldom favourabk

my own part, I.am far from certa’
“fhould be able in.a minute exami
thefe dramas to fteer with fafety
the rocks of envy and affetation ;
if no other poetical merit wete
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Apoﬂolo Zeno, it muft be granted that h=

fuccei%fully demontftrated, that our melodrama
is not incompatible with reafon (as was long
thought by the public and the poets whom he -
found ‘in poffeffion, of the theatre when he
" began to write) that it was not exempt from
the laws of probability, that it could . fubfift
without the wild and bombaft ftile which .
then reigned ; and, laftly, that the bufkin
- might be freed from the comic fcurrility of
the fock, with which it was miferably mixed

and polluted; thefe are merits fully fufficient
to entitle him to our gratitude, and the
sfteem of pofterity. : |
' Vienna, December 7, 1787c

LETTER V.
TO THE SAME.

Tue fludying to be ufeful to our fellow -
creatures, and feconding the zeal of a worthy
and partial friend, like yourfelf, are duties
which procure blame if negleéted, yet have
little right to praife if. performed. Hence'
thofe with which you have entrufted me,
moft reverend Sir, refle more honour on the

ca . gouds
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goodnefs of your own heart, ever edget to
fulfil the duties of humanity, than on mine.

I very much wifh that our traveller may
continue fo enjoy that attention and polite«
nefs, during his refidence m Poland, which
our recommendation had procured him on
his arrival ¢ where, according to the accounts .
which I have reccived, his teception was
. extremely flattering's bt that kmgdom, at
,_prefent convulfed by Confederatlons, is all
arms and tumlt: circiimftances vety uii-
favourable to the ﬁne arts. But a ftate of
fuch violence cannot be durable, The hu-
mours, decompounded, muft find thelr eci\nhu
brium, and that tranqmlhty return thch is
fo indifpenfibly neceffary to national as well
as individual happinefs. :

The well-merited teftimonies of efteem:
with which you have been henoured by the
amiable Queen of Naples, manifeft the ma~
ture judgment of that incomparable princefs,
at {o early an age. chcc, 1 have a double
reafon for exultation.
*Matérials for the Didet which you deﬁrc
~‘are wanting (). The manuferipts which
‘ remam, are fuch as have been alreddy pub-

o (b) Sig. Fabrom had reqncﬁed of Metaﬁaﬁo, acomplete
Lift of all the incdited works of lus patron Gravina. .

llthdy
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lithed, or fketches and fragments of traéls, be-
gun for amufement, and chiefly left unfinith-
_ ed; the author himfelf mavihg' judged them -
unequal to the public expeétations excited by
his high reputation. There may have been
works of more importance ; but foon after
his deceafe, all his writings were demanded,
and retained for fome time, by thofe who
had legitimate authority for fo doing; and
were afterwards returned in the exa& nume
ber and ftate in which they now remain. So
:that it feems as if this article fhould be
wholly omitted in your work.

Permit me _to enjoy that enviagble place
which you have been pleafed to affign me in
your good heart, and believe me to be always
" snalterably with due refpedt, &c.

- Vienps, Jume 13, 1768.

LETTER VI
TO THE SAME,

. At length the cuftom-houfe officers, after
condemning and rejefting all my demands
and enquiries, have produced the little parcel
with the dialogues of Phacion fo long de-

t3ined ; apd. convifted of their irregularity
' €3 and
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and negligence, have fent it to my houfo
when I defpaired of ever receiving it; but
accompanied with flich childith excufes, as
were much worfe than the fault.
"~ I indulged my impatience by the immedi-.
ate perufal of the book, and have ran over
‘five of the dialogues and the greateft part of
‘the notes. I would not poftpone writing till
"1 had finithed reading the whele work, be-
"caufe 1 was unwilling to let a poft depart
‘ere’] had acknowledged the receipt of your
“walliable “ prefent, in ‘order to prevent you
from kindly beftowing-upon me another -
copy, on the fuppofition that the firft ‘was
“loft. I fhall not now enter on the merit of
the original (¢); I muft confefs that the great
truths which thefe- dialogues enforce are
well known ; but befides their being fuch as
cannot be too often repeated, elegance and
learning give them the graces of novelty,
I cannot help admiring the excellent dif+
~ pofition of the happy tranflator’s mind and
heart, who thoug'h'ab'le to produce architypes
'of hls own, tranfported by the love of hu-

. (c) Extremm dc Pbmoq fur le rappart de la morale
. pw; la politique, publifhed by the Abbé Mably, 1763, in
~ which werk, though not wnttcn by ProcIon,, the fenti-
mcnhof s Muftfions* Greek-are well fupposted:

SR ro . manm,
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‘manity, could not refrain from undertaking
a labour {o much below his faculties, for the
love of truth, and the defire of communicat-
ing it. I congratulate you on the accom-
plithment of this work, and full of that af-
fetion which you ftudy to propagate among
mankmd I.remain refpeétfully, &c.

Vieana, June 23, 1768.

LETTER VIL
TO THE SAME.

1 PERCEIVE, moft reverend Sir, from thc :
effeéts of your laft letter, which announces
* to me the honour which the members of the
-academy della Crufca have deigned to confer
upon me, by admitting me of their body,
how little I knew myfelf, and that my former
power of {upprefling all ambitious views had
loft its efficacy. It feems now, that inftead
~of contraéting my withes and hopes, that I
may venture to extend them ; finding myfelf
fortunately decked with the participation of
that fplendor, with which this illuftrious in-
ftitution has not only - dignified its mem-
:bers,” but all Italy, Having had the power,
‘ by the. force of your friendfhip-and affeétion
: C 4 - unfolicited
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unfolicited to procure me this diftinguithed
~ honour, I muft entreat you to paint to my
venerated colleagues, in all the warm colour-
mg of your native eloquence, not only my
joy on this occafion, but my moft fincere
fentiments of refpet and gratitude : nor muft
you forget to reprefent to yourfelf how much
my debts of gratitude to you are encreafed
by this recent and moft obliging manifefta~
tion of your friendly zeal. ‘

To judge with chriftian charity of our
neighbour, as it is my duty and intereft to
do, I have the pleafure to believe, that the-
frequent calls for my laft produion are
fymptoms of affetion and partiality ; but if
1 thould derive this eagernefs from a lefs
flattering fource, I thould ftill have the fatif-
faction of aferibing it to that friendfhip with
which I'am honoured, and have authority to-
boaft, : '

Vienna, September 19, 1768.

—————

"There are feveral otherletters to Manfignor
Fabroni after he was Bifhop of Pifa, which
though full of that urbanity and politene(s
with which the poet treatéd men of letters
in general with whom he correfponded 5 yet,

: : - as
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ps they contain no fentiments er criticifm of
importance to literature, their mfcrtxon here
feems unneceflary. .
~ The following correfpondence was ob-
truded upon our bard, by a perfon whofe
name feems never to have reached his eyes
" or ears, before the arrival of the letter which
produced the fubfequent reply.

LETTER VIL

TO THE ABATE D. GIUSEPPE AURELIO
MORANI. ‘

.. Being perfeétly ignorant of the fituation
‘of the perfon with whom I correfpond, he is
intreated to affure hlmfelf that it will not be

-from difrefpe&, but want of information, if
1 fhould omit any of the formala due to hiy
rank and circumftances.

After the"perufal of Sig. Giufeppe Aurelio
Morani’s moft elegant letter, I cannot be
miftaken in regarding him as a young man
.of great application, genius, andlcarniﬁg, and
yoﬁ'cﬁ'ed of that knowledge in the Greek and

- Roman claffics, at which few arrive in.riper

ryears. 1 congratulate my dehghtfnl Par-

| .-itbonopo (Naplcs) ig the having given you

birth:
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birth: an honour in which by the right of long
refidence, and a thoufand ties of gratitude, I
take a part. But the courteous D. Giufeppe
is extremely miftaken in the too partial opi-
‘nion which he has conceived of me. My
talents are much more limited than he ima-
-gines : never having arrived at fuch profound
learning or merit of other kinds as to be able
to entertain convivas cultores, or claim a place
in lauto bofpitio. With refpe&t to genius,
father Apollo has treated me with a gene-
rofity not above the common, and, in other
refpecs, has not diftinguithed me from my
brethern. Senfible, however, of the merit of
D. Giufeppe, I-gratefully thank him for his
‘obliging wifhes' for my profperxty, and am
~with true efteem, &c.

- Vienna, 1766..

- LETTER IX
" ro THE SAME. .

As your firft letter infpired me with ideas
* of your genius-and-‘cultivated talents, the
« fecond, which I npw anfwer, convinces me
~ of the candour, moderation,- and other un-
“ common virfies with - whxch your heart is
SR furmihed
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furnifhed ; internal quéilitiés which I regard
* as more worthy of being honoured, than the
fplendor of external circumftances, which
- are the mere capricious gifts of fortune. If
I had not in common your ideal parent
(Penia) 1 fhould give you very different
‘proofs of my efteem, than thefe vain officious
expreflions. And as you think you have riot
exaggerated this metaphorical confanguinity,
I with you to refle&t, that the wrezched manis
"he to whom the neceffary fupports of life are
wanting, quibys doleat natura megatis. The
poor, he who procures thefe neceffaries from
the generofity of others. He who poffefles -
'a competenct, is able to provide for ®is own
wants, And he whofe means exceed that
power, .is opulent. If you with to find my
place, it muft be in the fecond of thefe four
claffes, where I thould fuffer with ftill greater
refignation the rigourous juftice which pro-
vidence renders to moderate abilities, if I did
not frequently feel the privation of the
greateft pleafure granted to mortals, the
Powef of conferring benefits on the worthy.-
Add to this, that living in a climate where.
literature is not reckoned among the mer-
- chandife of fociety, my infufficiency is like-
. . _ ' . wife

\



| ( 28 )
wife extended to thofe kind offices, which
~¢lfewhere perhaps would not be ufelefs. '
With refped to my immortal mafter,
+Gravina, he publithed before his deceafe, all
thofe works which he thought would con-
tribute to his fame. The reft were never
"defigned for the prefs, though fordid editors,
have counteratted his intentions : {o that in-
5‘ quiries after them are as vain, as the affaults
of his detrattors, from whofe fangs he is as
fafe as every man muft be, who like him is
§otus teres, atque rotundus, :
Notwith{tanding the narrow limits of my
fituation, if you could fuggeft to me an
 opportgnity of manifefting my,geal for your ~
fervice, I fhall do it with that fincere and
cordial efteem with which I am, apd ever
fhall continue, &c, '

Vienna, Septembgr 24, 1766,

LETTER X,
N " TO THE SAME, ‘
You muft not wonder, my dear Sig,
Morani, at the tardinefs or brevity of my

~ apfwer to your moft obliging letter of laft
3 , Degember,
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- December. A great mumber of indifpénfibfe
fetters, together with the capricious ftate of
tny health, oblige me to defet, and fometires
entirely deprive me of the pleafure I thould
have in correfponding with perfons whom I
efteem and love, and from whofe forbéarance
I promife myfelf the greateft indulgence.
" But this involuntary negligerice, efpecially
“when there is no bufinefs in queftion, ought
hot to diminifh the credit of a perfe& cot-
refpondence, ‘with thofe who have a mutual
affe@ion for each other. Do me-the juftice -
to believe, i fpite of circumitances, that im-
prefled with a partiality for your talents and
 ¢hara@er, 1 ihall ever rcmam mvanably
~ yours,

e ———

- Metuftafio begins every fubfequent letter
to this Abate, by an apology for not writing to
him more frequently; which though reafon-
able, ingenious, and well-turned, in the ori-
ginal, would appear monotonous and iafipid
in anbther language. I fhall therefore ex-
tralt‘from thefe letters, the moft interefting
- paffages on other fubjets than his own delin-
quency 43 an irregular correfpondent. :
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‘In 1769, Sig. Morani withed him to entef
the lifts among the champions for Italian
literature, in oppofition to the French, who
on all occafions arrogantly claimed the fupre-

macy. After excufing himfelf for inability .

to keep up a regular correfpondence with his
friends, he fays—¢ from thefe .inveluntary
omiffions, you may judge whether I thould
be able to apply myfelf to the parallel which
you propofe between the French and Italian
literature : a work of great labour, for any
one who fhould not wifh to decide imperti-
nently, without furnithing folid reafons om
both fides. Nor'am I more able to obey
you, in tranfmitting the MSS. you requeft,
which being merely intended to affift my
own memory, merit not tranfcription, or the
honour of appearing before the public ; nor
will they ever fee the light, though curiofity
‘has been awakened by Sig. Diodats publith-
ing the letter in which I inconfiderately
mentxoned them (d).”
In the next letter to the Abate. Moram,
in anfwer to a queftion, whether a French
tranflation of Metaftafio’s works was pub-

() See the letter to Diodati above, p. 306.
lithed

i 4
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lithed at Vienna, he fays: ¢ It is not as
Vienna but at. Paris, that a .tranflation of °
my works in the French .language has.
appeared ; but- having had an unfavourable,.
account of this verfion by thofe who have.
feen it, I have carefully.avoided the perufal,.
in order to fhun the rilk of becoming
ungrateful to him who has given fuch a pub-
lic, proof of partiality .to. my writings by.
tranflating them. It would by no means
become. me arrogantly to decide, as you
wifh me, whether .Corneille or Racine has
the primacy on the French theatre. The
natives find all the grandeur of Sophocles i in
the firft, and all the truth of Euripides in
the fecond. The one. filling the mind of
the fpe&ator with the moﬁ: _magnificent
ideas, and the other agitating the heart
with the moft tender affetions : hence thefe .
two artifts have arrived at cqual excellence, -
but by different roads. However, Corneille
cannot be denied the great merit of having
pointed Ol,lt the path which  his. rival .
purfued. ”” 1770. '
. “If you would. read. thhout fcruplc,
.Pope: Effay on Man, 1 recommend to you
the excellent tranflation iz terza rima, lately
pubhfhcd by Count qu/ Mar;;z Ferrero di

Lauriano,
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Lagriano. I the judicious, chriftiati, and
learned notes with which he has illuftrated
the work, you will fee the innocence of the
original evidently proved. You will find
in Pope a great poet, and a deep philofo-
. pher; but not fuch axioms as are neceflary
" to fupport his own fyftem. -
* Though it has been faid that Metaftafio,
unwilling to hear of death, permitted no
one even to mention it before him ; yet he
frequently complains to his correfpondents:
of his having too many Olympiads on his
thoulders. And in a letter to the Abate
Morani, in 1771, when he was in his 74th
_year, he fays: ¢ The ftate of my health,
though not exa@ly what I with it, is much
better than I have a right to expe@®. As to
my occupatfons, when the commands of my
fovereign allow me to choofe them, I, like
your favourite Cicero, have recourfe ad Lyst-
terulas ; not with the hopes of fame or pro-
fit, but to keep off the tedium vitz, and to
march to the end of my )oumey as flow as
-+ poffible. ”

In a fubfequent letter to the fame Abate,
in anfwer to his enquiries concerning the
poet’s tranflation of Horace’s Ars Poetica,
‘he fays u Not only my tranflation in Italian -

vcrfc
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verfc of the Poetics of Horace, with the
potes ‘which feem;d neceflary, but an extra&
of that of Ariftotle, with ‘Bbfcrvatlons,
which rendered the tatk more tedious and
laborious, have been entirely finithed a con-
fiderable time. And 1 have exa&ed the
premium of my fatiguing occupation in
imagining, that there was fome merit in
having employed my leifure without remorfe,
Howeiler', it has never been my intention to
trouble the public with thefe labours : and
if even temptation fhould take me by fur-
prife, it would be neceffary, ere they ap-
peared, rigouroufly to examine what I have
written : a work to me entremely difagree-
able. At prefent, both fleep in my port~
folio, fecure, at leaft, from infult, while they
are unknown. You fee, that to compl'y with
your requeft, I muft vanqulfh my u'refolute
and pcrverfe dlfpoﬁtmn and you know that_

FO5 BN AN
Che cangiai di natuya . "~ =~ - 1
E'imprefa troppo duran . . oL

The tafk is hard for human creature’ "
To change propmﬁmsqu nature.re

“The tragedies of my 1mmorta1 *bene-
ficent maﬁer, are fifficient to prove What
phxlofophy and nnmenfc Icarnmcr the writer

. VOL. II. ~p 7" poffefled.
v
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poffefied. e has cxecuted what, he pro<
pofed: that jis, to give ué an idea of the

Greek theatre. If, in after-times, the enor-~

mous change of “manners renders them in-

confiftent with the prefent reigning tafte, it
cannot be afcribed to him as a fault becaufe

{o flatter it was not his intention.”

The particular occafion of the fol]owmo'
letter doesnot appear ; there feems, however,
to be fome degree of vaticination in it,
which reminds us more of the prefent times,
than of the period when it was written.

LETTER XI

,'rb A ROMAN PHINCE. (PRINCE GHIGI)

’lxu ﬁrangc and umvcrfal ferment in
thch facred and profane things are now
thrown, throughout the known world, affords
Little hope fhat the crifis of its termination
is near at hand. The fire has long been
burning in fecret, but the fuel is weak, and
thehumours aretoo:hieterogeneous to produce
an cqulhbnum. The ob_)e& of thofe who
mxght nge us repofe, 1s 1nnovat10n, ‘not
_ f:ranquxlhty Hencc, to rco'ulatc and redi cé
to or&cr the e enormous ‘confufion of {o dark'a

’ A Lhaos,
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chaos, feems to want nothing fefs thart om-
nipotence, which needs only fay, far Jux,
for light to appear. 1 hope thefe gloomy-
thoughts proceed from the vice of my own-
temperament, and a natural propenfity to
deplore the prefent, and exalt the paft:’
But it is very certain, that all great revolu-’
tions and changes of ancient {yftems, (evert .
if it were certain that pofterity would be
benefitted by them) are ever fital to the un-
happy mortals, who are condemned te be.
fpectators of the conflict. '

Vienna, 1767.

—————

- Inthe following letters, he defcribes hisdif~
trefs at the imminent danger into which his
Patronefs, the Emptefs Queen, was thrown
by the fmall-pox, with which the was feized
at the fame time as the Emperor ' Jofeph’s
firft confort, to whom the difeale was fatals

LET ER _Xii.

TO A FRIEND AT MILAN:

- From the defcription which I have given
you of the premature death of this fovereign,
D2 an
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and of the extreme danger into which my
Patronefs was thrown at the fame time, you
may conceive how pungent muft have been
my affliction, at thefe mournfulevents. .It was
eafy to read in my countenance, the inter-
nal agitation of my mind ; nor was there a
fingle perfon from whom I ¢ould conceal
it. My confufion, my tears, the being con- -
tinually in the gallery of the imperial palace,
and perpetually making enquiries of the
phyficians and ladies of the court, concern-
ing the ftate of my Patronefs’s health, too
plainly difcovered to the crowd of cour-
tiers, my confufion and excefs of grief. I
fincerely affure you, my dear friend, that
among the many fad cataftrophes to which
I have been fubje@ duripg fixty-nine yecars,
this would have been the moft terrible, if it
had not pleafed divine providence to hear
the fervent praycus of heg fubjelts. - .

. : Vxeuu, 1767+

.....
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LETTER XL

TO PADRE PAZZONI, MAESTRO DI
CAPELLA, IN SIENA.

TuoueH 1 cannot, without manifeft
ingratitude, doubt of your affeftion, yet
every confirmation of it which you kindly

ive me, has all the grace and efficacy of
novelty. I fhould be totally infenfible, not
to be pleafed with the perufal of your laft
letter, in which is difplayed at once, all the
gandour and opennefs of yqur good heart, and
the honoured and enviable place which I
occupy in it: a place of which I have gieat
reafon to be jealous and proud. With this
confidence, not doubting of the fimilarity of
our fentiments, I muft entreat you t¢ come
to an explanation with this generqus, and
worthy lady, by whofe partiality I am no
lefs confufed than pleafed. Firfl begin by
afferting my infinite gratitude and refpeét;
and then proceed to implore her to fpare me
the mortification of feeing in print, 3gs fhe
intends, any of my familiar letters, <Che
public merits refpeé from all, and particu-
farly from myfelf; nor can I have the’

’ | D3 courage

-
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courage to expet from it that indulgence
with which I am honoured by my frxends.
'I'he major part of my letters having been
written in hafte, were never read by myfclf
and God knows how many repetitions, trivi-
alities, and negligences, I fhould be con-
demned to bluth for. I have fufficient mo-
tivesto fear for my moft laboured works ; and
I beO' of her not to encreafe the number of
thofe fears unneceffarily. Unite, therefore,
your friendly folicitations with my own, to
prevail on this lady, my protectrefs, not to ‘
put her defign in praéhce,—— tell her that 1t
would be an infult, ‘not a favour, to obhge an

_ honeft man to qult his bed-room, and

expofe : himfelf pubhcly, in hlS nwht-frown
and ﬁxppers -

' Adieu, my dear friend. I abfolutely de-
pend on your frxendﬂnp, to prevent thlS
dreaded publication. But at the fame tlme, [
do. not canceal the gratitude with which I
am 1mpreﬂ€d by the obliging, and favour-
able, though ill- founded opinion, whu,h has

glven bxrth to thm ldea
Vxenna, ]anuary 29, 1767.

There is no date to the following letter s

" but it feems to have been written about this

o ‘ ' time,
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time, when the poet was opprefled by forced
Joans of his time and opinions, to authors,
whofe works ‘

« With fad civility, he fat, and read
" With honeft anguith, and an aching h
Befet by wits, an undiftinguifh’d race,
. Who firft his judgment afk, and then a place.”—
' : Pork.

But the Ttalian bard more patient and lcﬁ
peevith than the Englith, bruthes off his tor-
mentors gently, and difmiffes' them in
good humour, His repytation, however,
muft fometimes have fuffered on the fide of
fincerity, or good tafte, where his  riifes of
obfcure authors, which were always inftant-
ly publithed by thofc on' whom they were
beftowed, bordered on hyperbolc Whether
the fonnets, mentioned in the following let-
ter, deferyed the encomiums beftowed upon
them by the Impenal Laureat, we know not,
3s they, and even the name of theijr author, |
feem equally upknown in the literary world,

D4 LET-
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LETTER XIV

TO. THE CAVALIER ANTON-FILIP-PQ
ADAMI.

- Tsuarr not dwell long on the exceflive
cxpreﬁions of efteem with whlch you honour
me, in- ‘order 'to efcape the dlfacrrecable ta{k
of defending myfelf from the affaults of'
vanity, ‘which-might 1nﬁduouﬂy {educe mc,
commg from fuch high authority. I am
abafhcd by your too favourable opnnon ; yet
I fhall fiot attempt to undeceivé ‘you, fearing
to fhake the foundation of “the frlcndfhxp
which you offer me, aqd whlch I with to
- deferve.
1 have pcru{'ed and re-peruﬁcc'l the fonnetsf
which you have been’ plealed, Sir, to commu-
'mcate to me, and always with juft admira-
" Thave found in them aH force, dig-
m’t‘y of fryle, de¢p learning, lively farrcy,
and above all, that unity, prop()i'tion',‘ and
correfpondence of the feveral parts, which
diftinguith an inhabitant of Parnaffus from a
pafTencer Though I am pleafed with them
all, the fonnets upon, :previdence have ﬁruck‘
me the moﬁ Pcrhaps the counténance of
R B thcfc'

vvvvv
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thefe being lefs. auftere, diftinguithes’ them,
when compared - with  their companions,
Your highly polifhed produéions, when ev'e
you fhall be pleafed to communicate them to
me, will always be received with pleafure.
And if you accompany them with any com=
mands, you will greatly gratify my impa-
tience to convince you of the refpe&t and
obedience with which you have infpired me.

" The following letters to an author, who
forced the poet into a correfpondence, by
prefenting to him his works without previ-
ous acquaintance or introduétion, will per-
haps make the reader wonder that he never
heard of fo ac¢om phfhcd a writer.

_ L”E TTER XV.
r‘o THE ABATE SIL VYO BALBIS oF SALUZZO.

Yovu muﬁ: Hot imagine that the juft tris
. bute of praife which I fincerely beftow on
the magnificent poetical epiftle which you
hawe been pleafed to fend me, is the effect
of the g:rmtude tdue toyou for your exceflive
partiality,  Its own: merit has no occafion to
‘be fappmed or wexalted by the fecret influe
enoe oﬂ tny feli-lova. Tberr:ﬁ)rc,' ﬁ;paxate

tlJ

At : th.
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the debts of the.one from the other; and
affure yourfelf, that truth and juftice
obhgc me to confefs, what I could not with-
out remorfe deny, that I have not for a

]ong time feen a compoﬁtlon which has
_given me e.qi:al pleafure. ’1 he clear, noble,
harmomoua fehclty of ﬁyle, aud the con-
nexxou and choxce of your’ thouchts, make

- me regard as portentous, the matarity of the
produttions of fo young a writer. If your
circumftanges and ﬁtuat,\on, of which 1-am
ignorant, allow you with prudcncc to.chufe
2 ftudy among the ufeful and glorious, unite
yourfelf in the ftrict bonds of fri endﬂup with

the mufes, and I wil} be anfwerable for the \
diftinguithed and elevated rank at which you
will foon arrive in Parnaflus. Havmg
afforded me fo fair an occa.ﬁou for admir-
mv your talents, afford ‘me likewife that of
{ervmg you, and believe me to be, with Juﬁ

eﬁecm and acknowlcdgment &ec.
Vnenna, March 12, 176:

The fubfequent letters to the fame cor-
refpondent, contain further encomiums on
his wntmgs. Metaftafio fent this Abate a
gopy. of his feveral dramas, previous to
Fegm;al publication ; apd he feems o bave
T rerited




( 43 )

merited this diftinétion, not only as his admi- -
rer, but champion; as the poet in one of
‘his letters, “thanks him and the ladies and
gentlemen of Saluzzo for defending his poor
dramas from the injuries which they daily fuf-
fer in all the theatres of Europe, from thofe
ignorant and vain vocal heroes and heroines,
who having fubftituted the imitation of
flageolets and nightingales to human affec-
* tions, render the Italian ftage a national
dxfgracc, in the opinion of thofe countries
which have been obliged to us for all their
knowledge of the art.””

This alludes to the abridging and chang-
ing the {cenes and airs of his dramas, to
humour the caprice of fingers, who difre-
garding charater, place, and propriety, not
only in Pafccio operas, but in every other,
where no {cruple is made to introduce an
Aria dabilita, or di bravura, which has been
applauded in a former drama, without the
leaft attention to the ‘prcceding recitative, or
bufinefs of the fcene. Thefe airs taken out of
their original mchc, When tranflated in the
books of the opera, continue to inclinethe good
people of England to imagine the words of
an opera to be @/l nonfenfe; and that even
the muﬁcal dramas of Metaftafio are as ab-

furd
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fard and fubje& to ridicule, as thofe which
Addifon has defcribed with fo much plea-
fantry, in the Speiator.

Reciprocation of comphmcnts of the high-
cft kind, feems, about this time, to have
pafled between the poet and Signor D. Ba/-
Haffarre Papzzdm Though we have never
feen the letters of this corrcfpondcnt, we
may judge of his reverence and partiality for
Metaftaiio, by the anfwers to them, which
for elegance and urbanity, appear to merit
tranflation and infertion, as much asany let-
ters ot the kind in the colleftion,

v
-

LETTER XVL

‘TO SIGNOR D. BALDASSARRE “PAPADIA.,

It would be neceffary to poflefs all the
ftoical infenfibility of Zeno and Clrantbes,
lonrr to refift the temptations of vanity, with
whxch you affail the moderation which I
ought to poflefs, in fpeaking of my dear Par-
thenope.  (Naples.) But ‘you, Sir, by an
obliging 1mpulfc of affection, have endea-
voured to give it a great fhock. God fors .
give you. All that you defcribe in your
clcgant lettér, ‘and all you imagine in your

l\ . 3 fub‘x me -
AR .
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fublime Sonnet, not only exceed the fafrow,
limits of my merit, but confpire ta deprive
me of the true knowledge of myfelf. Hea-
ven knows what will be the confequence of
fuch feducing praifes, addrefled to a poet!
However, amidft all this danger, I cannot
help congratulating myfelf for the good for-
tune which has procured me fuch valuablc
friends ; ; whofe judcrmcnt however partaal

w1ll help to ﬁlpport my | credit. I with  your
crcat poetlcal V:orour and noble i 1ma01natmn,_
thch have appeared fo manifeft in the nar-
row compafs of fourtcen lmes, matenals
more prOPOI'thHCd to thelr powers than the:
gratuitous praifes beffowed on me. And
thall'be anxious to {ecure your efteem by the
gratitude and refpetful atfetion with which
you have infpired, your, &e¢;- - -

Vxenna, December 12, 1763.

 LETTER 'XVIL
- 70  THE SAME. ‘
B Ju{hce Whlch 1 rende: your poctxcal_
t.glents, “does. ot defcrve the :xcefﬁvs gra;x@
tude which you, h,avq -expreffed i, your Jaft
obhgmg letnex. But it has ferved $o. ﬁxf y

'G . cover )
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cover that laudable and uncorhmon modera<
tion, which is more frequently found iri
thofe who have atchieved honourable and
-difficult enterprifes, than in fuch as twa'n'g‘
the ufelefs lyre.

I am pleafed at your having chofen a
fpecies of poetry which precifely requires
that clear, -harmonious fweetnefs, facility,
and elegant fimplicity, to which you were by
nature at firft, vifibly inclined. I wifh with
folicitude for the arrival of the complete
edition of your works; and am, in {pite of -
the laconic brevity to which my laborious
bufinefs of writing condemns me, &c.

' Vienna, February 20, 1769.

LETTER XVIIL

TO THE SAME.

TruLY fenfjble of the partiality with which
you honour mie, by the communication of the
two paftoral Eclogues which you have lauda-
bly undertaken to write on the illuftrious
model of the Sicilian and Mantuan bards, I

#&eg your acceptance of my moft gratefdl
acknowledgments.  But your obliging par-
'ﬁa'lit.y' exceeds all bounds, if yéifffﬁpédf&ﬁi'f
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to be fufficiently qualified, or courageous, to
. affume the office of correftor. I am not fo
deplorably ignorant of myfelf; and if, un-
fortunately, I were, nature would oppofc me
in fuch an ill-advifed undertaking. If ypur
virtuous modeﬁy';requires criticifm, and
counfel, in your poetical labours, how can
. you ever fail to find them in your native
city, the nurfe of fo many rare and fublime
geniufes, and in which the mufes have
eftablifthed theirfavouriterefidence? 1f or;give,
however, this courteous i11fulf, as it mani-
fefts your blindnefs to my inability.
' Vienna, Maj Iy, 1760

\

Signor Papadia having folicited Metaftafio
to confide to him fome of his profé writings,
mentioned in his Letter to Diodati, particu-
larly his extraés and remarks on the Poetics
of Ariftotle, he declines complying with this
requeft, on account of the confufed and
incorre@ ftate in which thefe papers had
long remained. But in anfwer to another
application from the fame correfpondent,
Wc_"havc' in the following letter, the difcaf:
fion of a éilriovtjs'qu"cﬂipnv in ani¢ient Mytho-=
logy- o, b S PO
- LET-



LETTER XIX
TO SIG. PAPADIA.

Ar7ER having confulted the oracle of our
times, the learned Sig. Martorelli, to whom
I have recourfe myfelf, for the folution of
literary difficulties, with what confcience
¢ould you expeét from me, deep information
concerning the facrifices of the ancients to
their divinity Cupid ? Do you with to tempt
" me to be guilty of temerity? If that was
your motive, you committed a great mif-
take : as my ruling defe@t militates moft
powerfully againft fuch fedufion. After
you -have applied to my dear and much
refpeted Sig. Martorelli, what can I do but
repeat what he has faid ; that I remember
no treatife ex profe/fo an the fubjeét propofed.
If it be afked what were the offerings and
facrifices of the ancients to Venus; you
mutft yourfelf recolle, that they were innu-
merable rofes, myrtles, incenfe, fifh, ﬂl_clls;
doves, and I know not what, Nor can it
have efcaped you, that Luciap, in one of
his meretricious dialogues, will have it, that
a white female kid (of goat) was facrificed

- " to

-
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to the popular Venus; and to the celeftial,
& female calf; but'if you atk the fame
queftion with tegard to Cupid, it will be
thore difficult for me to anfwer. In that
moft abundant mythological prompter of
Naztalis Comes, where the flowers, trees,
and animals dedicated to each particular
deity of the Pagans, are caréfully fpecified,
Cupid is amitted. But what is {till worfe, 1
arm not fure that this God, fo umiverfally
adored, ever had a Temple in any place
dedicated folely to his fervice. 1 nevet
remember to have heard or read that he had
ene in Rome; and Nardini, the moft dili-
gent inveftigator and illuftratot of the fmall-
eft ftone in that city, -gives us no irtforma-
tion on this fubjeét. ~'We miglit indeed fuf-
fpe@, that there was one in Greece, in the
city of Thefpra, as Paufanias in Beoticss,
afferts, that Cupid was there adored with
ﬁeculiar veneration ; but he makes no men-
tion of any particular edifice there that was
confecrated to him: nor where that won-
derful work of Praxitiles, the celebrated mar-
ble ftatue of Cupid, was placed, that Cazjus
caufed tobe tran{ported from Thefpia to Rome,
which Cléudius {ent back to Greece; and
which being laftly reconduéted to Rome by

VoL. L. . E order
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order of Nero, perithed there afterwards, im
the flames. Perhaps fome of the hiftorians
who treat of the altions of this Emperor
may inform us where it was placed at
Rome, and with what facred ceremonies -
the Romans had received it. But as fuch
- amorous refearches are more analogous to
your time of life than mine, to you I fhall
abandon the enterprife.

The prefent of your Theocritus which you
kindly intend me, will be moft grafefully
received ; and I hope you will foon find a
rapid conveyance for it, which will fecond
my impatience. In the mean time, put my
obedience to any teft you pleafe, within the
limited {phere of my adlivity, and behevc
me conftantly, &c.

_Vnenna, March 12, 1770,

In a fubfequent letter to Sig. Papadia,
Metaftafio acknowledges the receipt of his
paf’(oral Eclocucs of whxch hefays: “]l am
highly pleafcd to hear again the ancient
{weet pipe of the amorous ~fhepherd of
Siracufe, ‘managed by your lips: and the
facility with which you play upon it, thanks
to the analogy between you, authorizes me

to



( st )

to hope, that you will not let it again long
renain mute, dufty, and ufelefs.”

- He afterwards fpeaks of other paftorals
received from this author: * full of inno-
cence, and yet noble, replete with {miling
images, and nourifhed by the Bucolic genius
of the Greeks and Romans, of which even
the language is become familiar to you.”
This correfpondence continued till the year

1781.

.

END OF THE FIRST SECTION. .

E2 SEC-
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SECTION 1II

AMONG’ Metaftafio’s correfpondents, to
whom his letters are preferved, there are
many female writers, and women of talents;
who ambitious of his counfel, or, at leaft of
his- praife, fent him their works. Though
"he did not feem to afpire at thefe honours,
yet he received them with due politenefs
and gallantry. We have already given
fpecimens of the tendernefs with which he
perufed and revifed the writings of Signora
Accarigi (e).

The following letter to a lady who had
fent him a copy of verfes under the feigned
academical name of Fidéa Egirena, or chal-
lenge to a poetical intercourfe, is fo polite,-
fportive, and gallant, that it is difficult te
imagine it to have been written, even by &
poet, at the age of fixty-nine.

() This alludes to a letter written in 19743 bus the
correfpondence continued to 1776.

LE T.
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oY
LETTER L

TO BIGNORA MARIA FORTUNA,

WaxTHER the beautiful Stanzas addreffed
to me, and delivered by -the common poft,
‘are the produélion of a fhepherd or fhep.

Rerdefs, they will always excite my wonder.

and gratitude. They are fo replete with
good fenfe and candour, and fupported hy
fuch a fweet, noble, clear and harmonious
facility, that the writer has no occafion to
mitigate critical rigqur by the refpe®t dug
to the fair fex. I profefs myfelf infinitely
obliged to whomever is the author. But if,
as my {elf-love inelines me to believe, it is
truly the produétion of a female pen, I beg
the ingenious, obliging fhepherdefs, who
has done me fueh honour, to forgive my
doubts, and not to treat them with difdain, -
as they arife from that uncommon merit
which exalts her above her peers.. Nor let
her condema my difcourtefy, if I decline
{oliciting my jaded mufe to furnith me with
a reply—In the firft place, the is not now
fo ready at the eall of an eld hufband, as
formerly, atthat of a younglaver. And befides

£33 this,
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~ this, fate having placed me, though unwor-
thy, at the foot of the Jmperial throne, has
procured me, and ftill procures, fuch fre-
quent poetical challenges, that the duty of
anfwering them, would have robbed me of
the time neceflary to my employment, if I
had not from the beginning, though fome-
times unwillingly, declined reciprocation.—e
And if at prefent I were to change my
fyftem, 1 fhould incur the juft indignation of
all thofe whom T have hitherto involuntarily
neglefted. Suffer me therefore, if not in
the language of the Gods, at leaft in one
more familiar to truth, to affure you, that
I have the honour to be, with the moft
grateful and perfett efteem, &c.
- Vienna, November , 1767

LETTER'u

TO SIGNORA GIACINTA BETTI ONOFEI, i
AT BOLOGNA,

For ‘many folid reafons too long to be
detailed here, it will not be in my power to
fecond your ardent wifhes in the work you
mention. Receive at leaft kindly, my dear
ngnora Giacinta, the counfel that I fhall

I venture
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venture to give you.. The merit of the fub-"
je€t which you have to celebrate in your
‘native language, cannot be exprefled with'
due energy by any one whofe mind is not
imprefled with it in the lively manner which’
you feem to feel. Boldly, therefore, take
your pen, and be affured, that your extraor-
dinary talents, animated bythat ardour which
.reigns throughout your letter, will fuggeft
ideas to you; which can never prefent them-
felves to the cold imagination, even of a
great poet. Nothing ‘is impoffible to your
abilities; and I feel myfelf already difpofed
to admire them, even in this new enterprife.

Vienna, September 26, 1768.

LETTER I

TO THE SAME.

THE obliging manner in which you hate
informed me of the new ftate into which
you will have entered when this letter
-arrives, is an amiable inftance of your
regard. The laudable qualities, with which
you are well acquainted, of the {poufe
whom providence has deftined for you, are
the moft certain means of tranfmuting your, -

: E 4 perhaps,



¢ 56 )

perhaps tog lively quickfilver inta geld, and
to ¢conftitute all the felicity of which we are
capable, This is not only what I wifh, but
boldly predi¢t: certain that you will co=
operate ou your part in procﬁring it, and
not draw on yourfelf all the blame of a'
failure.

A long letter would ill correfpond with,
your prefent gay occupations : aflure yaur=
felf therefore of my fincere withes for your
bappinefs, and believe me invariably yours, .

' Vienna, February 2, 1769,

P L4

"LETTER 1IV.

TO THE SAME.

Your acquaintance, moft amiable Sig-
‘nora Giacinta, with my dear Gemello, the
Cavalier Brofchi, is a new motive for the
encreafe of that efteem which I have always
had for you: as his excellent difcernment
affures me of the merit of thofe perfons with
whom he is in habits of intimacy. And J
envy you both that mutual enjoyment of
cach other’s company, at which I can never.
afpire. T hough Dido is my cl,deﬁ daughter‘

Qccaﬁon,
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sccafion of any danger to my beloved Cava-
lier Brafchi(f).. This undytiful daughter
has but ill {feconded thg inclinations of her
fire, by incommoding perfons that are fa
dear tq me. . I flatter myfelf, however, by
your account, that the accident had no fer;-
- pus confequences : and I beg you to be the
bearer of my moft affettionate withes to this
worthy friend. P

Metaftafio’s correfpondence with this lady,
who was a poetefs, a mufician, and an elec-
trician, continued till the year 1779. But
what ftill feems more to-have contributed to
her favour with the Imperiat Laureat, was het
refidence at Bologna, and being in fnend{hlp
'with FarineHi ; of whom he takes occafion to
fpeak with the warmeft and moft cordial

_ aﬁ’eéhon, in ‘almoft alt the letters which he
‘addrefled to her,

“ You have obliged me extremely (fays
he in 1771) my dear Stgmra Giacinta, by
‘honouring me- -with the continuance of your
‘gorrefpondence, and affuring me of the af%

(N Allydin to a fall at the opera-houfe in Bologna, a
8 rehearfal of Didone abbandenata,

3 ' ‘,fc&i.onatg
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feftionate remembrance which my-dear and
refpected friend Sig. Carlo Brofthi retains for
me, which I return with a mutual and moft
conftant reciprocation. 1 love and efteem
him as much as it is poffible for a man to be
loved and efteemed, who has fo far furpaffed
all his peers, not only by his excellence in the
charming art which he profefled, but by the
uncommon virtuous qualities of his mind,
which have rendered him amiable, and ad-
mirable, in every fituation into which fortune
has thrown him. Deliver to him in my
name, 1 entreat you, my moft. affetionate
compliments ; and if the Doétor, your {poufe
(whom I devoutly reverence) has no objec-
tion to the.commiffion, give him for me a
thoufand moft cordial embraces.”

In another letter to this lady, fpeaking of
Farinelli’s magnificent manfion (callcd a
palace) at Bologna, he fays: ¢ my imagina-
tion has conveyed me to the habitation of
my dear. Gemello, where 1 have feen the
fplendid decorations of Nitetti (g) in all the
perfetion which he fuggefted to the ingeni-
.ous artifts he employed ; and in fpite of the

(2) This opera was performed in Farinelli’s houfe, with
the fame decorations with which it was originally reprc.
fented at the court of Spain,

dlftance,
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diftance, and without the affiftance of a pen--
cil, poetical fancy has prefented to me the.
amiable figure of Signora Giacinta,.of which
the muft doubtlefs be pofleffed, in order to
bear any proportion with the ferenity, grace,
and vivacity of hermind. Figure to yourfelf'
the pleafure I muft have received from the
falutations of my beloved friend, procured by
your means. But I beg you to complete the
work, and render him, in my ftead, a modeft-
but affe@tionate embrace. 1 have interefted.
myfelf as I ought, in all the joys and forrows
which you have been pleafed to communicate
to me; and I pray, and hope, that in future,
fortune may not {o frequently change from
the firft to the fecond. Take care, my much
refpeéted :Signora Giacinta, not to truft too
much to the falacious-magic of poetry, when
you wifh to vanquith the chilnefs of philofo-
phy. . The inchantments of Parnaffus have
fome effica¢y in the theatre, fupported, by
the harmony of the lyre or trumpet ; bulare
totally impotent when, we dare to try their
power beyond the limits of fiction, The
magic which feldom fails, and which moft
infallibly governs the human heart, is that
with which nature gratuitoufly furnithes you
females, who without poring over. bpoks,
. ' with
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wwitha fmile, a glance, a word, a ftudied neg~ .
Yigence, perform daily fuch wonders, as the
grafs-hoppers of Helicon never have nor
never will atehieve. Seek, therefore, among
the veflels of your own difpenfary, and you
will certainly find a fpecific adapted to your
wants.” 4

Such politenefs and gallailtry from a man,

in his eightieth.year, to a female whom he

“had never feen, and 3t a period of time o
near the total extinftion of all cbivalry, will
furprife the prefent age, and perhaps offend
the next. - -_

This lady, a fmatterer in natural philofo-
phy and ele@ricity, in a letter to Metaftafio,
having exprefled her terrors at 3 flight fhock
of an carthquake at Bologna, in ftrong
and violent terms, and her tranfparts of joy
en the opportunity which it had afforded foy
eleGrical experiments to illuftrate the fyftam
which afcribes to that power this tremendy

- owfeffect; the poet fays: “I kpow not
whether I ought to condole or congratulate
you on this event, In chriftian charity, |
ought to pray againft earthquakes, but am
afraid of offending you by withing to deprive
you of the pleafure of making experiments
to demonflsate your favourite fyftem, It
b - would
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would bé a curious problem, that by its folue
_tiont fhould prove, how your happinefs could
depend on earthquakes; but then we muft
have recourfe to philofophy : a name which
yoﬁ proferibe; abhor, and deteft. So that in
thi3 dilemma, I perceive with what caution
my form of prayer muft be made, when, at
the fame time, { implore the extirpation of
earthquakes, and the folid and daily encreaf® -
of that eleftrical power to which you declaré
yourfelf indebted for all your felicity.”

The next literary female correfpondent
who fought the eracular opinion of the poét, -
in his old age, con¢erning her works; found
him ftill more aufpicious to her talents, or,
@t loafk, hei vanity, than'to thofe of any oné
of the Sappho family already mentioned, as
the following letters will manifeft.

'LETTER V.
' frb SIGNOEA DONNA ELEONORA DI FONSECA.
- PIMENTEL: , |
THE poetical effays, particulatly the epi-
thalamivm, of which you have obligingly
favoured me with a copy, for the noble and
harmonious facility of the verfification, the .

R §
e

lively - -



{ 62 )

lively images’ which animate and colour
them, as well as for the abundant hiftorical
and mythological allufions with which they )
are enriched, would be extremely worthy of
praife in themfelves, apart from-all other
confiderations ; but when wé refle@:on thefe
being the firft produétions of a lady whe has
fcarcely begun her fourth luftre (26th year) )
their merit is encreafed to fuch a degree, as
to become marvellous. You have very wifely
. forefeen, that fuch a ufurpation of the rights
of our fex, at my age, might perhaps have .
excited in me fome degree of jealoufy; but
with equal ingenuity and courtefy, you have
adminiftered the antidote, by affuring me,
that you owe all the fermentation &f-your
native poetical fire, to the affiduous perufal of
my writings. I readily give credit, without
examination, to this obliging affertion ; being
extremely glad to unite to the duty of that
juftice which I render ‘you, the intereft of
felf-love. Continue to ‘be the honour and
envy of your fex, by advancing in'a way cor-
refpondent to thefe wonderful beomnmgs,
and believe me, &c.
Vienna, Oltober g, 1770

Two
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Two years after, this young lady fends
him more of her poetical compofitions, which
are praifed by the veteran Laureat with equal
warmth and gallantry. Indeed he adds to
his encomiums the encouraging affurance,
that the has greatly furpafled his expeéta-
tions. ‘

This correfpondence continued till the
year 17765 and he not only perfeveres in
praifing her produétions, but, at her earneft
requeft, revifes, and correfts fmall gram- °
matical errors and poetical inaccuracies ; a
tafk to which he had always great repug-
nance, well knowing how much eafier it is
to praife a bad poem, than corret it. .

-But this lady not only confulted the bard,
as the oracle of Apollo, with refpet to her
“poetical compofitions, but as the oracle of
Delphos, in other important concerns ; par=-
ticularly on the fubjeét of travelling, which
is big with fuch inconvenience and danger
to females, that the feems in the letter, to

which, the following is an anfwer, to have
withed herfelf of the other fex.

LET-
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LETTER VI

TO SIGNORA PIMENTEL.

Ar the firft fight of your latt moft obligs -
ing letter, I withed (in fpite of sy picific
difpofitien) for a good dofe of Archilochéan.
hile, to furnith me with a torrent of vene=
" mols lambics againft that evil génius, which -
having fo long exercifed his wicked power
over the innecent hand of the gentle Donngt
Eleonora, has malicioufly defrauded me of the
pleafure of her correfpondence. But upona
fecond perufal, and maturely confidering this
very lively letter, I find it abound with fuch
excellent ideas, and feducing cxprciﬁ‘ons; '
which, being unable in confcience to apply to-

.. thylelf, I am obliged to afcribe my happihefs

to that inconvenient and painful accident *,
which like the banks of a river, had doubled
the force of your ufual eloquence. This
true induction, indeed narrows the limits of -
my- vanity, but “hot of my gratitude; of
which the partiality of a courteous inhabitant

* The lady had hurt her hand by a fall, which had oc-
cafioned her long filence, -

of
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of Parnaffus, who chufes me for the objet of
her poetical flights, exats a very large por-
tion. But remember, moft amiable Donne
Eleonora, that it is not always fafe to truft to
the light fuggeftions of fancy in your poetical
paroxifms. What an unjuft and ungrateful
cenfuse has it dictated againft the poor in-
nocent gown (female garb, petticoat) which
invefts the fair-fex with fuch convenience,
pre-eminence, ornament and decorum ! and
what are its crimes and defets ! Becaufe it
is an impediment to travelling ? and whither
would you go? and what to fee? would you -
fly from the warm Sebeto (5) to the frozen
Danube, merely to have a near view of a
miferable Roman ruin, placed there by acciw
dent, and with which, notwithftanding its
diftance, you are already fufficiently acs
quainted ; or would you traverfe Afia and -
Africa, as far as the icy regions of Lapland,
in order, philofophically, to combine the varie
ous inclinations and cuftoms of the earth's
. inhabjtants: and thus making a minute
analyfis of humanity, enable yourfelf (as you
vainly hope) to form, in the Cartefian man-
ner, a clear and diftiné& idea of it ? Both thefe

(%) A river in the neighbourhood of Naples., - |

VoL, IIL F ‘entere .-
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enterprifes " areé equally ufelefs ; fince the
mouidering ruins, which excite in you fuch
curiofity, are certainly not worth the trouble
of folong a journey; on the contrary, they
would be of infinitely lefs value to you, when:
feen, than at a diftance : as your imagination
has the happy power of embellithing, unfeen,
whatever prefents itfelf to your mind. And
the undertaking to qualify yourfelf, accurately
to define that ftrange compound of contra-
di&tion, called man, fhould be ranked in the
number of impoffibilities. As I hold it for
certain, that there exifts not an individual of
the fpecies, who does not every inftant differ
from himfelf ; and we may inform ourfelves -
of thofe peculiarities, which are univerfally
allowed, without quitting our ceuntry ; for
though the cornice may be infinitely-varied,
the building is always the fame. In evetry
corner of thre earth,men are equally the fport
of their own paflions. A tafte for pleafure
every where prevails : hence the indifpenfible
want of fociety } yet every one is confpiring
againft thofe reftraints, without which fo-
ciety cannot {ubfift.  All regard reafon as the
neceflary attribute of lmaman nature; and all
take her for their guide in the tranfations of
life ; but each moulds her -fo his-own fancy
and
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and convenience. So that I advife you, my
much refpeéted Donna Eleonora, to make
peace with your gown, detaching- your
thoughts wholly from voyages fo ufelefs, and
big with hardthips and misfortunes ; and to
encourage no other with or ambition, than
that of dtﬁmvmfhmo' yourfelf among your
peers, in the manner you have fo happﬂy be-
gun. Cultivate your dramatic talents, and
from the fpecimens which 'you have already
given of your abilities, I not only hope, but
venture to prediét, your complete fuccefs.

: Vienna, March 8, 1776

-

Metaftafio having unfolded and difplayed
in his dramas all the afteétions of the human
heart, feems in his letters to female authors,
to have exhaufted the language of courtefy
and politenefs. The following letter, the
only one in the collection to the fame lady,
feems in a different key, and higher pitch of
‘of refpet and elegance, than any of thofe
to his other female correfpondents, already ‘-
inferted. '

ra . LET--

>
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" LETTER VIL

TO SIGNORA DONNA CATTERINA MAGG! DE
CALVI.

Ir the beneficent fedueer, who has been
able to infpire you, madam, with fo much
partiality in my favour, were known to me,
I certainly thould moft devoutly addrefs every
fpecies of prayer and fupplication, to engage
him to eftablith me in the pofleflion of a
blefling, which I have great reafon to fear ¥
thall be unable to -preferve. The efteem of
a perfon who voluntarily adds to fo many
excellent qualities of her fex, merely as ac-
complithments, thofe ftudies and laborious.
occupations which are our duties, is an ac-
quifition, which, however ufurped, might
tempt the moft mature philofophical mode-
ration with vanity.

I have great reafon to fufpeét that Signox
-Hippolito, your moft worthy confort, has been
guilty of the whole, or the chief part, of this
feduétion—I know not whether it would be
for my advantage to exprefs my fentiments
of gratitude and devotion in perfon ; but am
certain, that in {pite of the rifk I thould run of

- undeceiv-
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- undeceiving you, I cannot help wifhing it
moft ardently. Continue to honour me with
this favourable propenfity, thus voluntarily
beftowed : afford me an opportunity of me-
riting it, and believe me always, with due
,ref})c& and efteem, &ec.

' S Vienna, December g, 17y2,

In order to finith the poat’s correfpond-
ence ‘with literary Ladies, and Females of -
talents, we thall deviate a little from regular
- chronology. The following letters, like the
preceding to females of this clafs, were ex-
‘torted from him by perfons whom he never
- faw, or by their friends.” He feems, however,
to have received all thefe applications, not
ohly with patience, but to have anfwered
them with good breeding, and even kind-
nefs ; and if the correfpondence is continued,
his philanthropy v1ﬁbly matures into fnendy

. "b lPr

"LETTER VI
FO SIGNORA MARIA RO.SA COCCIA, ’

A FORTNIGHT ago, I received a courteous
l;tter from Monfignor RATTI, in which
F3 . Signora
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Signora Maria Rosa Coccia was recom-
mended to me. lanfwered this prelate, that
when I knew in what way I could be of ufe
to the perfon recommended, I thould not fail
feconding the with of fuch a mediator. A
few days after I had fent my anfwer to the
poft, a parcel was announced to me from the
cuftom-houfe ; which, when examined, was
found to contain, not only a very elegant
letter from the fdid Signora Maria Rosa,.
but three elcellent pieces of her mufical
compofition, which I faw, and refpeéted ;
but was not able to judge of their worth. ‘I
therefore inftantly called a perfon extremely
tkillful in the art, who, after carcfully ex-
amining them in my prefence, and with great
pleafure, affured me, that they were written,
not onlyin a‘correct, but mafterly, manner. I
rejoiced at this, and was flattered to find, that
my dear’ country produced young lidies of
fuch uncommon abilities. But I'was morti-
ficd, at finding myfelf unable to procure fuch
rewards, as are due to their merit. The
princes of this court having, many years fince,
madc a rule, never to receive a prefent, or
dedication of “any book; efpecially of poetry,
or mufic; to {ave themiclves from the indil-
creet torrent of fuch homages as they were
" formerly

.
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formerly inundated with. Here mufic is, at
prefent, in the laft ftage of decline; and in
order to know the merit of fuch a compofiz
tion as yours, fuch knowledge is neceffary as
is poffefled by very few people : hence all;
but particularly thofe who may affume the
character of Mecanas, can only appreciate
mufical merit by the report of profeffors;
who being likewife men, and fubjeét to hu-
+ man paffions, do not alway deliver their opi-
nions with fincerity. *So that not knowing
what ufe I can ultimately make of the ele-
gant copies of your harmenicallabours, thall
tarefully preferve them till I have your in-
ftruétions. I beg you will not regard my in- . *
ability, (at which on this occafion I feel in- -
finite concern) as a crime; but believe me
to be, with fincere wifhes for more fuccefs in
the execution of your future commands,
yours, &c, '

' Vienna, December 29, 17774

LETTER IX
TdA THE .SAME.

"Youn former letters, moft refpeéted Signora
Rosa;- bave informed me of your extrordix
T4 nary,
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“ary abilities in mufic; but the laft has cons
vinced me of the uncommon goodnefs of
your heart: full of docility, modefty, and
propriety : virtues which feldom abound in
perfons who, like you, can afford fuch plea-
fure by the laudable fruits of their applica-
tion, With thefe wonderful talents, with fuch
enviable, and rare difpofitions of the mind,
and with the fervor which animates your
exertions, you will encreafe the glory of our
country; of which, as a fellow citizen, I fhall
imagine myfelf entitled to a fhare. -The
generous gift with which you have favoured

-me, of your neat manufcript, for which J
am very grateful, thall be kept facred for the
pleafure of communicating it to fuch only as
may know its true value ; and at all times
fhall be carefully preferved, and ready for
reftoration, whenever an opportunity may
occur of making a better ufe of it. Your par-
tiality towards me, I regard as a precious ac-
quifition ; and long for an opportunity of
meriting it, by the execution of your com-
mands.

+ Vienna, February 12, 1778,

—————

_ The chief fubje& of the next letter to this
lady, {1779) is the poet’s favourite cenfure
of
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of the compliments of the feafon, which he
denounces to almoft all his correfpondents,

In 1780, Signora Coce1a fent him a print
engraved from her piture, for which the
following letter contams hxs acknowledg
aents, ‘ R VI

LETTER X

TO THE SAME. '

Your abliging attention, in fumlﬂung me
with an 1mprcﬁion of the engraving made
from your pi€ture, has given me infinite
~pleafure; as it has helped me to form an idea
of a perfon fo eftimable, in fpite of the libe-
rality of the engraver, who has beftowed
‘wpon you more years than really belong to
you. I can, however, confole myfelf for this
defe@, by the other moft faithful intelleGtual
pictures which you have fent me, in your
‘wonderful mufical effays, by which you have
fo far outftript your peers. I regard my
verfes with the more partiality, for having
incited you to make fo laudable a ufe of your
talents, 1 am very glad that you have been
juformed.of the juftice which I render you
at. Vncnna. -and you would have had more
. '3 o frequent



(74 )

frequent confirmations of it in my own let~’
ters, if my age did not make the bufinefs of
writing {o inconvenient to me. Furnith
me, however, occafions for doing it with
more effeé&t.

Vienna, February 14, 1780,

LETTER XL

TO THE SAME.

Youvr commands, moft obliging Signota
Rosa, convince me how erroneous an oplmon' ‘
you have formed of me and my way of life,
in believing me alert and robuft, and in the
practice of frequenting the court and perfons
of high rank. * It is a long while fince my
great age and infirmities have permitted me
to quit the afylum of my own houfe, except
to perform the duties of- religion, ané even
that, not conftantly. I have {fmall hopes of
feeing the Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Muf-
covy, who are expeéted here: But if by an

accident, hardly poflible, fuch an event thould
happen andIhad the prefumption, unfolicited,
to propofe to them an account of the fingular
mer#t of my admirable country-woman, how
is it poﬂiblc to hope, that gfter the milliontof-

ob‘)cé‘?
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ohjeéts which will have taken poffeffion of
the mind of this prince and princefs in their
long voyage ; among the innumerable ho-
mages that will be rendered them at Romie;
amidft the feafts with which their prefence
will be celebrated, and the curiofity which
they fhall have excited, they fhould ever
find the leaft trace in their memories, of an
humble petition made to them -in pafling
throngh Vienna? Your with fhould have
been feconded at Rome, by perfons dextrous
in fuch matters, who know how to- ayail
themfelves of daily circumftances. .I with
moft ardently, that your fortune were equal
~ to your merit; and am extremely affli¢ted to
be able at prefcnt to offer nothing better, than
ufelefs, though cogd;glﬁwx(hes for your prof-
perity. : :
\ Vienna, September 6, 1781.

We muft now refume thc correfpondence
thh his old fnend nguor Filipponi, in which
we had only advanced to the end of 1767.

. The poet had fuch frequeut apphca.tlons

from bookfcllers, who were perpetually mul-

tiplying editions of his works in all the great

ct;es df Italy, pamculaxly Turin, that he
' fccms '
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feems to have treated Sig. Rab; with a little
lefs politenefs in the following letter, than,
when a young author, he had beftowed on
Bettinells.

LETTER XIL

' TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI.

Our Sig. Ralj does his duty in thinking
of his own intereft: but he is much miftaken,
if he imagines that I am unmindful of mine,
It is my bufinefs to judge of the refpe& and
delicacy due from me to princes and princefles,
who have rewarded my labours with fuch
fplendid magnificence. The oracles and ex>
amples produced, are not fufficient to autho-
rize me to difpofe of things that are not my
own; hence, my dear Sig. Filipponi, advifg
him to imitate my refignation.

I participate fincerely in your affliction, at
the unexpeéled refolption which y6ur exem-
plary fon has taken; but who knows, whether
in his new ftate of .perfection, he will not
~ afford you fuch caufe to rejoice, as will repay
you for your prefent grief with intereft}? I
both wifh and hope it fincerely, _
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‘The Gazettes muft have informed you of
our earthquake and inuridations.- The firft,
which happened in Vienna, was only tre-
mendous threats, without the leaft fatal
effet ; but in the neighbourhood of the city
of Neuftadt, the confequences have been very
ferious. Yet the furious over-flowing of the
Danube, thanks to the paternal-goodnefs of
our moft auguft fovereign, who with hand
and heart has affifted the wretched inhabit-
‘ants of the deluged fuburbs,-has nt produced
thofe ‘tragical effe€ts which: wete: juftly. ap-

 prehended fo that the evil has been infinitely.
lefs than the fright, from which we have not
yet recovered. Adicu, my dear friend ; take
care of your hcalth and believe me, &c. -

Vxenm, March 7, 1:168.

LE T T E R XHI B
S\ . TO THE SAME. __ _ L
' You have ‘done ‘wifely,  my dedr Sig.
-Filipponi,'to fpare yourfelf in- writing: ‘T 4hall
venture to take the fame libetty,as I feel too
plainly, that though ours is the beft time-of
life "for prating, it is very" unfa'»foufable to
writing ; but, inthis country, an’ Italian
- ' ama-
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amanuenfis, to whom a man can fafely dic-
tate, who wifhes that his letters may not dif-
grace him, is a fith very difficult to catch;
fo that I prefer fhort letters, or filence, to the
greater evil of lofing my credit or my pa=
tience. .

My poor Pegafus has trotted and galloped
fo much, that being now full of {pavins, he
ought to eat his corn in quiet. My moft
indulgent patronefs will, I hope, confider his
crippled ftate, and not foon oblige. him to
_ crawl up the mountain. At prefent, I have

no orders to obey; and I have reafon to re-
joice at my efcape. .. ‘

I had almoft inadvertently let my pen be

guilty of withing you a happy new .year;
fuch is the force of bad habits ; but thank
_heaven, I ftopt juft at the inftant I was going
to flip. So that I fhall not only avoid this
ftale and injurious formality, but am certain,
that you will forgive me for the averfion 1

have to {o filly and troublefome a cuftom.
Count Camnale, with all his ainple and
flourithing family, have received your-tefti~
monies of efteem, with the higheft pleafure ;
and beg, reciprocally, to interchange good
withes ; permit me likewife to offer up vows
for every branch of your family, facred, and
profane,
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profane, whom I love, reverence, and honour,-
with all my ancient entire, and mcorrupnble
affetion. -
_ Vienna, December 31, 1768.

LE'FTER X{V

TQ TI;E-SA‘\IE ' S
GOD fornge you ! my dearfriend, for pre-
dicting. the neceflity of myclambering again
up mount Pasnaffus. After fo ‘many jour-
neys, ftumbles, and falls, does not it yet feem
time for my poor jaded Pegafus to eat his laft
feed in peace? Inflead of taking new fteps
as you fay) towards immortality, the:pro-
grefs already made on the road, is loft, when
we dare to tranfcend the bounds which naturé-
has prefcribed to' miferable humanity. Ial-
ready, but.too. well, know this melancholy
truth, and with to profit from my kniowledge;
‘but how am I to refift the conftant and be-
nignant- clemency,. which overlooking my
infufficiency, -ftill. withes to: confer bcneﬁt's
‘upan mc.y-—a-.-. : 4
S : Vicnna, July 3,'1769'.

,_;.':- - . (4 ‘ LET-
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LETTER XV.
TO THE SAME.

I smouLp not know how to account, my
deareft friend, for the admiration with which
you have honoured my letter concerning this
Imperial family, if I did not reflet,. that it
contained nothing but plain truth, which,
appears moft beautiful, when the leaft im-
bellithed (s); my vanity, therefore, will allow
me to take to myfelf no part of the praifes yon
beftow on this fortunate letter. They have,
however, fofar excited my curiofity, as tomake,
me with to fee its contents. I therefore applied
toa young man, who ufed to tranfcribe fome
of .my letters previous to their departure, as
an exercife in the Italian language, which he
ftudies with great diligence; but it was not
to be found in his bundle. Whether he

(i) Notwithftanding the democratic clamour againft the
tyranny of the Houfe of Auftria, in later times, the inha-
bitants of Vienna, during the life of the Emprefs Queen,
Maria Therefa, who died 1780, feemed the happieft, and the
moft contented with their Sovereign and her government,
of any people in Europe. For inftances of this Princefs’s
virtues and bencvolence, fee Dié?. Biogr, art. MARIE. ]

" omitted
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pnitted giving it a place there fof warnt of
time or inclination, I know nots _1 fhould
have the fame temptation to juftify your
favourable reception of the trifle I wrote on
the Englith Armonica (£); but it is moft pru-
dent not to enter too deeply into this ufelefs
and perilous examination. Indeed if you had
convificed me (as you rnight too ‘eafily have
~_ done) that this little prodution, is unworthy
of applaufé, I fhould fill have reafon for
. fome confolation; as the having already ob-
tained'it without defert, would be a comfort«
ing proof of the numerous band-of friends
and"defenders which my good fortune has
procured me; and Iam much more fenfible
of " this enviable acquifition, than of the
choiceft laurels of Parnaffus.

Adieu, my dear Sig. Filippons ; I return”
you the compliments of the feafon, in re-
venge; finging in pure fpite; this ftale and"
ufelefs cant atmong real friends.

Vienna, November 16, 1769‘
e

The talentsof our two countrywomen, the-
Mifs Davis's, who refided a confiderable time
at chnna, ifi the ﬁme houfe as HaH'e and -

(1) The Gfa]és, carried to Vnenna, and pcrformed upon '
by the eldeft Mifs Divis. : '
VoL, IIl. Q Fauftina,
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Fauftine *, have been celebrated by owr bard's
the eldeft, for her performance on the Glafes,
at that time a new infttument; and the
youngeft, for her vocal abilities. . The Em-
prefs Queen had been fo pleafed by. their
feveral talents, that in the year 1769, on the
marriage of the Infant Duke of Parima with
the Arch-dutchefs Maria Asnelia, the defired
Metaftafio to write a Cantata, 'which was -
fet by Haflc, in ‘order to-difplay their feveral
talents. ‘This Cantata has been publithed in
late -editions of the poet’s works, under ‘the
title ‘of F Armonica, the name of ‘the new in-
frrument ‘on which the eldeft Mifs Davis
accompariied her fifter, in the performance.of
the Cantata.

A letter written by the poet to the princefs
.8i Belmeonte, at Naples, recommending thefe
petformers to her preteltion, will ferve as
a-comment to the Cantata juft mentioned.

"LETTER XVL
TQ THE PRINCESS DI BELMONTE.

" ‘THE bearers of this moft reverential ad-
"drefs,are two Englith young perfans,. travel-
ling under the conduct of their worthy pa-
*Sce Piefent State of Muf. in Germany. &c, Art. Viennay
Cor ; o rents,
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fents; in order to give teftimonies at Naples
of their feveral abilities in muficy their
hHames are Mifs Mary, and Mifs Cecilia
Davis: the firft performs with admirable
fkill on an inftrument of new invention,
called the Armomica. It is compofed of
glaffes of different fizes; revolvirg, by means -
of a pedal, on a fpindle. Thele glaffes, form-
ing a regular fcale of -tories and femi-tones,
being delicately touched with wet fingers;
during their-revohition, produce the moft un-
commonly fweet, and celeftial tones, imagin-
able; particularly in pathetic ftrains, fos
- which the inftrument is eminently calculats
ed. . The other fifter, who is poffefled of a
very pleafing and flexible voice, fings ex-
tremely well, with much art and natural
expreflion; and when accompanied by her
filter on thé Armonica, the has the powe"rl of
uniting her voice with the inftrument, and
of imitating its tones, fo exallly, that it is
fometimes impoffible to diftinguifh one from
the other. They have been here univerfally
admired, and applauded : and my moft auguft
Patronefs, who has deigned to hear them fre-

quently, has honoured them with munificent
teftimonies of imperial approbation. '
Vienna, January 16, 1472,
G2 Mifs
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Mifs Cecilia Davis performed in the thea~
tre of San Carlo at Naples, the part of Bra-
damante, in Metaftafio’s new opera of RuG-
GIERO/

LETTER XVH

TO SIGNOR FILIPPONI.

Your letters, my mioft dear Sig. Filippont,
always afford me the greateft comfort, in
reviving the idea of our long, fincete, and
difinterefted friendfhip, and of that honour-
able charadter, {6 worthy of yourfelf, which I
have always found fo irreproachable ;.and
this certain knowledge renders every thing
dear that comes from you, even to the in-
fult of a merry Chriftmas ; I therefore thank
you for it, and in revenge, join the fame
with for you, with others which ought not to
be profaned by being coupled with fuch
ftupid and vulgar companions.

I am overwhelmed with confufion and
gratitude, at the partial and generous difpo-
fition of your obliging and learned friend,
in wifhing to honour me with the dedication
of his Lufiad (/). 1 thercfore beg of you to

0] or the Difcovery of India, an epic poem, by Lurs
p1 Camésns. It does not appear' who was the ttanflator
of this poem into Italian, who fo much wifhed to dedicate

his verfion to Metaftafio.
exprefs
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exprefs: to him the lively and - fincere fenti-
ments of ‘my grateful heart, and my impa-
tience to fee transfufed into our language by
a mafterly hand, a work which has juftly
merited upiverfal approbation; but after
this true and candid affurance,. ufe all your
eloquence, I-entreat you, to convince him,
that neither the nature of the gift, nor his
own intereft or mine, can permit m¢ to
accept of it. The oppulent fons of fortune,
among whom it has not pleafed providence
to rank me, have acqui.rcd a right by im-.
memorable prefcription, to all dedicatiens;
and both the work and the author (by fub-
ftituting to fome great name, that of a poor
‘inhabitant of Parnaffus) would be deprived
of the well foynded hopcs of thofe folid ad-
vantages which he might promife himfelf
from riches and power. An honour fo little
my due, would provoke the malevolent to
examine my titles; and God defend me
from fuch a dangerous enquiry! In fhort,
having hitherto, for this invincible reafon,

always refufed the acceptance of fuch in-
' cenfe, T have loft the power of compliance,
if I would not moft defervedly incur the in-
~ dignation of thofe by whom jt has hereto-
fore been offered : Do you, my dear Sig.

' G3 Filipponi,
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Filigponi, endeavour to prevent this mofk
reafonable repugnance from dimihifhing the
partiality of this worthy man of letters,
which I would not lofe for the world.

Stg. Canale is very fenfible of the intereft
you take in the recovery of his fon-in-law 3
and has configned to me, on your account, a
thoufand grateful and affeftionate expref-
fions. Contrive to let the venerable pricfts
efs know how much I love, cﬁecni, and
honour her, as well as your numerous off~
{pring, {acred and prophane, ¢ nati natorum,
¢t qui nafcentur ab illis ; and never ceafe tq
believe me invariably yours.

¥Yienna, December 1%, 1770,

LETTER XVIII

TO THE SAME,

AMoNG the many flattering receptions of
my Rugciero in Italy (#), who was not

(m) The ppera.of RUGEIERO, the laft of thepoet’s dra-
matic produétions, was wiitten by order of the Emprefs
Queen, and publifhed under his own eye, in a moft cor-
- ve& and fplendid edition in quarto, at Vienna. It was fetby
Hafle, and performed at Milan, on the marriage of the
Archduke Ferdinand of Auftria, . with Maria Beatrice of
Efte, Pringefs of Modena, 1771,

brought
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breught up by his old fire with vety.‘fdn-
guine hopes, yours, my dear Sig. Riippomis
has been the moft gratefulh 1 am pleafed;
that you have ftill found in this late prodwc~
tion of my tived and exhaufted genius, fome
featureg of the old countpnance of your
friend ; and I have reflefted with the high-
eft pleafure, on the effe® of this recognition
- upon your good heart. Thefe kind fymptoms
of fincere friendfhip, have carried me back
with- infipite delight to our juvenile days,
renovating the pleafing beginnings of
our affeftion, and its conftant fuccef-
five progreflion. - My lively imagination
bas takep a new walk with you through the
Sfirada Giulia, and the datk Pgrraffo upon the,
Gianicolo, at Rome; we have breathed
ovether the chearful and falubrigus air ot'
;he Vomero, at Naples ; and it has Tepres
{ented to me our prwagc feftivities, innocent
fympoﬁacs, ‘and goencal confabulahons.
Yon fee for how many gay ideas I am
indebted to your letter; I now O.ught to he
pgmcqlarly grateful for them, as I hav¢
great occafion for fuch fpec;ﬁca againft thg
gbftinate Perfecutlon of my hypochondriag
complaints, which tinge W;th da;k,gc{s every
thOUght-
" 64 Without
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Without the leaft thadow of affectation, 1
am truly grateful to thofe who have had the
partiality to with to dedicate to me their
works ; but have never had the courage ta
accept of an incenfe which from time im-
“memorial has appertained to the oppulent
fons of fortune. We poor inhabitants of
Parnaffus are born to offer, and not to receive
it; and ] ought not to be condemned for
refufing to become a ufurper, I entreat you
to become my advocate, and to plead my

gratitude and reafonable felf-denial.
' Wienna, December 26, 1771,

We quitted the poet’s correfpondence
with his beloved Gemello, Farinelli, July,
1768, after fettling - him at Bologna, and
after feveral confolatory letters, and admo-
nitions to fortitude and refignation (not
very fuccefsful indeed) had been fent to him
by our bard. We fhall now refume this
correfpondence, and continue it, uninter-
ruptedly, till May 1769 ; from which period
there is a chafm of feven years in the printed
edition of Metaftafip’s letters to this cele-
brated finger, without any reafon bemg
afligned by the cdxtor

LET:
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LETTER XX
“T0 THE CAVALIER FAR-IN.EL‘LI.

. THE kind care which my beloved Car,
Juccio (n) took to agquaipt me, in prefercndc
to fo many others, of the new form which
your domeftic fociety takes, in confequence
of your generofity, and the fuggeftions of
your heart and l_)_cncvolent mind, is a pre=
cious emanation of our affeftionate and ing
diffolyble Twinfhip. I cannot exprefs to you
the pleafure which this confidence has given .
me, nor fufficiently congratulatc you on the
occafion. In the firft place, it is a great com-
fort to me to find in this a&ion, the conftant
and admirable charaéter of my dear Gemello,
always like himfelf, andalways determined to
diftinguith himfelf from common men by
beneficence, which is one of the greatcﬁ:
~attributes of the divinity., I hope, in the
fecond place, or rather promife myfelf, that

(») The diminytives and augmmuhveq of the Italian
Janguage are fo delicate and numerous, thaf it is in vain to
attempt ﬁndmg equivalents for them all, in any othc:
tongue. Carloy for - .inftance, ‘is “Charles Catling, litlé
Charles ; Carluccio, dea; fweet Charles—Garlene, great
Charles ; Carlaccio, nafty filthy great Charles, b

, _ the.
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the neceflary and delightful occupations
which the regulating this rifing generation
furnithes, will, by degrees, banifh all thofe
gloomy and hypochondriac thoughts, which
sinceffantly haunted and governed you, day
and night; threatening your deftruétion, t¢.
the profound, but unavailing affition  of
your friends, unable to afford you any affift~
ance. :

At prefent, inftead of thefe melancholy
imaginations, I cannot tellhow many pleafing
and happy ideas croud into my mind. I fe¢
you healthy, ferene, and making your wholg
happinefs confift, as ufual, in procuring that
of others: You are now full in my view,
with vour dear nephew at your fide; [
now fece you at the harpfichord with your
noble little niece. And very very often (only
mind how the fancy of poets runs away with
them) I feem to fee you fkipping round
your flourithing beds of peas, beans, and
other fortunate tender plants, which will
certainly thrive in proportion to the care of
. {o honeft, prudent, and friepdly a cultivator,
Now, my beloved Gemello, there only re~
mains for me ta thank you, as I fincerely do,
for your particular attention to me; and ta
:eJOICc with yen at yeur baving difcovered

. . a better
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g better mode of reading my heart, where
you have fo long been an inhabitant, than I
of explaining it, by fcribbling or prating.~

Adicu, my deareft Gemello : may heaven
~ render you happy in proportion’ to my
withes, and adminifter to you new motives
chm‘blatm' .
' Vienna September 1, 1768

LETTER XX

TO THE SAME. )
- Bigvor Mancini (0) a few days ago,‘
and Sig. Tbaldi yefterday, have faithfully
configned to me the affeCtionate remem-
. brances of my beloved Gemello; and have
patiently anfwered all my numerous inter-
regatories, coricerning the prefent ftate of
your humour, as well as health. Some of
the information I have obtained has confoled
me, particularly that which reprefents you
fo much fatisfied with the new domeftic

(0). A finger of the Bolagni frhool, aducated under the
celebrated Bernacchi, His voice a foprano; but having

quitted the flage; he was now engaged as finging-mafter tp
the Arch-dytcheffes, which place he filled in 1772, when I
faw bim at Vieana, S¢s Germ, Towr, val, 3. Arv. Vieans,

fOCiet);r
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fociety which you have acquired, and the

vleafing occupation which it affords you: ~ -

but, on the contrary, the account which I
bave -had of the obftinate continuance .of"

your impertinent tertian ague, afflits me

extremely. And finding that your njece is
not exempt from thjs wearing malady, has
made me reafonably conclude, that fome
external caufe, common to you both, has
occafioned your. indifpofition, If this
thould have been the cafe, it would not be
be difficult to difcover and remove it. My
fond rwinifim has fuggefted to me, that yoy
pafs the chief part of your time in the open
air ; that the autumnal exhalations, and the
poifonous vapours of a great part of our
country, is not breathed with impunity ; that_
the. air of paved cities is much lefs im-
pregnated with this poifon, not only from the
exhalations of the earth bejng impeded, but .
from the numerous and conftant fires, as well
as the motion of the inhabitants, which agi-
tate and correlt the air. And I beg that the
neceffary care of your health, may fet you a
thinking of thefe matters which fricridfhip
has fuggefted to me. Take them into con-
fideration, my Adéar.-G_emello', and examing
my fufpicions : If you find them at all pros
'  bableg
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bable, avoid expofing yourfelf, at leaft dur<
ing the perilous feafon. 1 well know that
your conduét has been fuch hitherto,.as to
prove that you are in no want of tutors, and
that I pretend to no fuch employment ; but
this doubt torments me, and if I did not
communicate it to you, I fhould be ten
times more tormented with remorfe.

I congratulate your amiable niece on her
happy maternal ftate, and her {poufe on the
gradudtion of his paternal proximity. Re-
commend me to them both, and infpire
them with a proportion of your affettion for
me : as they are already extremely dear to
me from the love which my Gemello bears
them, whom I tenderly embrace, and of
whom 1 fhall ever be moft faithfully, &c.

" .Vienna, November 30, 1768.

LETTER XXIL
TO THE SAME. ’

Ovur extreme clofe attachment to'each
other is fo public, that every one believes, if
he is dear to one of us, that he is fure to
poflefs the friendthip of . both. Signora
Marianna Bianchi Tozzi (p), who afpires at

(?) A celebrated opera finger, who at this time- ranked
very high in the favour of the public, both in Italy and
Germany. ,

the
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the acquifition of your favour, which fhe
has no doubt of obtaining, if I only affure
you, that the is already in poffeffion of mine :
and I cannot refufe her the confeffion of this
truth. When, not long ago, the reprefented
in this theatre, the part of Clekia in my
opera of that name, I was extremely pleafed
with her ; not only on account of her excel-
lent performance, and blamelefs conduét,
but for her attention and indefatigable appli-
cation to fulfil all her duties. She. returns
to Italy, at prefent, through Brunfwick;
where, according‘ to my accounts, the has .
juftly received univerfal applaufe. If you
will but let her know that her fuppafition is
not entirely unfounded, I fhall be extremely
grateful, provided fhe does not fail in execu-
ting punétually all the commiffions to you,
with which 1 have charged her. Adieu,
my dear Gemello. 1devoutly reverence all
" your arhiable domeftic committee, and am

as ufual, yours,
Vienna, Decémber 14, 1768.

LET-
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LETTER XXI*
© TO0 THE SAME

© YouR laft letter of the 9th inftant, occa-
fions & mixture of pleafure, anxiety, and
affli¢tion, which I am unable ta defcribe.
The obftinacy of your diabolical fever, the
pathetic pi€ture of the ftate of your perhaps
- too good, heart, and the affectionate thoughts
which ftimulated you to add new ties of
friendhip to thofe which have hithertp fo
indiffolubly united us, are ideas well worthy
of the fweet and bitter tumult with which I
am by turms internally agitated. It was
wmpoflible for you to give me a fironger
proof of your conftant affeftion, than ~by in-
viting me to a facred alliance, in preference
te fo many diftinguithed perfons to whom
you might apply. You muft therefore
imagine how much I feel myfelf obliged ;
and how I am flattered by this new inftance
of the place I hold in your heart. But as
there is no perfet happinefs in this valley of
tears, the pleafure of finding myfelf thus dif-
tinguithed by you from the croud of your

3 , friends,



( 96 )

fiiends is difturbed by an invincible impedis
ment, which oppofes itfelf to the execution
of your defign. The never havingreprefented
the perfonage of whofe office you kindly
think me worthy, during my long life,
would be a fmall obftacle in treating with
my Gemello; but the misfortune is, that
befides the number of perfons to whom I
have excufed myfelf, it is not two months
fince I refifted the folicitations of a perfon
much conneted at court, and who would
have a reafonable caufe for being offended,
if after refufing him, I complied with the
requeft of another; and the refentment of
this perfon would not only be unpleafant,
but might be mifchievous.  Nor is it poffi-
ble for me to flatter myfelf with keeping it
a fecret; the hoping to conceal any of
our aftions, who are as well known as the
North ftar, would be a Platonic idea. So
that -your part, my dear Gemello, is not
only to pardon, but pity me, the lofs being
wholly mine ; and my part will be gratefully
to remember, as long as I live, what you
thought and withed.

In fpite of the hurry with which I am
obliged to write a heap of ufelefs letters, I
cannot forget to prefent my refpects to the

fruitful
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fruitful lady who honours me with her
notice, and to affure her, that by anxioufly

attending to.your health, fhe will add to
‘that of yours moft faithfully.

Vienna, January 23, 1769 '

LETTER XXIL

TO THE SAME. : ‘

THoUeH your moft weleome remethbrance
of the 12th of laft February, was only an an-
{wer to my preceding prolix letter, I cannot
poftpone' my reply to ity nor reftrain my
abufe, which yourinhumanity well merits, for
the manner with which you have treated my
folicitude. You know in what a ftate of mind
the account of yoiur obftinate fever muft have
left me; and without affuring me that you
had at length fent it to the devil, you con-
tent yourfelf with merely faying, that your
health is capricious. But in fpite of you,
I find motives of confolation in the fteadinefs .
of your hand-writing ; in your filence itfelf;
and, above all, in the vivacity of your letter,
which is not tintured with a febrile humour.
But it is not out of charalter for a marine

VOL. III H monfter
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moniter to reduce a Gemello to confole
himfelf, by having recourfe to conjeture.
Thank heaven, in thefe days of penitence
(Lent) I remember, like a good chriftian,
that anger muft be fubdued, otherwife I
thould not let you off fo eafily ; but mind!
and keep yourfelf well, if you with my rage
thould not be renewed.

If, at this time of our lives, you could
doubt of my fincerity, or I of yours, we
thould be unpardonable. I, have feen your
invitation in no other light, than as a tender
proofiof your friendthip ; and you would be
extremely unjuft and ungrateful, if you
could fuppofe I had any other latent reafon
for declining the offer, than that which I
have candidly ftated. So that you have not
the leaft occafion to repent of the friendly
cagernefs with which you have fo much -
obliged me ; nor I to blath 4t my involuntary
backwardnefs, in accepting of your twinly
offer. Therefore, in {pite of wild and unwor-
thy conjetures, let me enjoy in peace, the
pleafure which this néw proof of kindnefs
has afforded me, of knowing how I ftand in
your good heart. '

I envy Signora Bianchi, and Monfieur
Lq/ier, who have ere now feen and embraced

my
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my dear Gemello. O that I could do the
fame! But though I cannot fee the leaft pro-
bability of it ever happening, I cannot relin-

quith the hope.
Vienna, March 2, 1769.

LETTER XXIIL

TO THE SAME.

Muger paridera, bija la primera(q) 1
therefore congratulate you, my deareft Ge-
mello, on the fafe and certain fecundity of
your amiable niece, and of the prowefs with
which fhe has happily accomplithed her
firft maternal expedition. Accuftomed to
dive among the Graces and the Mufes, You
ought to be pleafed, that, under youraufpices,
their chorus is going to be augmented, and
that fortune has dextroufly afforded you an
apportunity of manifefting your gratitude,
by rendering them a due return for that
education which you are fo publicly known
to have had from them. I entreat you to
exprefs my fincere joy to the mother, in the
moft fignificant words which you can think

(¢) The woman is a good breeder, who begins by
bringing forth a girl,. Span. Prov.

H2 , of .
>
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of ; and my tender affeion for the child, by
* a hundred kiffes at leaft : as this right which
I claim from our twinthip, cannot, at prefent,
be fufceptible of any malignant interpre-
tation.

A friend, well knowing, like all living
mortals, my affeCtionate eagermefs to be
acquainted with every thing that concerns
you, ‘has anticipated your information, and
obliged me extremely by his diligence; but
that has not, however, inclined me to blame
your delay. To infift en a rigorous exatti-
tude of ceremonial from a poor gentleman
jult brought to bed, weould be unreafonable
to the laft degree; particularly, from one
whom, from long experience, I know to be
poflefled of fuch' a mind and heart, that it-
would be difficult te decide, during the throes:
of child-birth, whether the fuﬂ’érings of the
niece, or thofe of thé uncle would be the
greateft. But now yow have vanquifthed the
difficulty of -this firft apprenticefhip, I hope
you will have frequent oecafions for exer-
eifing your courage, with much greater
eafe: and am, as I have ever been, and
ever fhall be, yeur moft faithful, &c.

Vienna, May 1, 1769

0

LET-



i 101 )

LETTER XXIV.

TO THE SAME.

O~ Monday evening, the firft of the pre-
{fent month, I fent my fervant Jofia to the
poft-houfe, with my letter of congratulation
for your happy /sbour, when he brought me
back, in exchange, a confirmation of the good
sidings in your own hand-writing, dated 21t
of laft April; I found, after the pleafure which
the perufzl afforded me, another pleafure, in
perceiving, that your affetionate and impa-
tient twinthip had feduced you to take the pen,
during the firft myfterious days of. your par-
turition: I gm extremely grateful, for the
Juftice which you have done my {olicitude on
your account; and accept, with all due grati-
tude, the enviable friendthip, and patronage,
of Signora Maria, Carlotta, Anna, Ter¢fa, Pe
tronilla, to whom 1 beg of you to quintuple,
on my account, in proportion to her names,
the embraces, which ‘I confign to you for
her ufe, by virtue of our moft clofe (becaufe
egle@tive) affinity: promifing to reimburfe
you in current coin, whenever it fthall pleafg

H3 - Gad”



( 102 )

God to permit us to fee each other; a hope,
which notwithitanding all the difficulties, I
do not mean to renounce. There warted
but a little Erefypulus to try your patience,
which for a long time has certainly not been
idle. O my poor Gemello !—but I recal
this exclamation : fuch mortals as you are
in no want of compaffion. Your virtue has
afforded fufficient proofs of your knowing,
not only how to fail before the wind, but
how to tack in contrary winds, without
loofing your fteerage. And yet, though I
will not degrade you by my pity, I cannot
help praying for your tranquillity. I live in
the greateft intimacy with my meoft conftant
complaints: What would you have me do?
It is keeping bad company, but I might
have worfe. Prefent a million of kind com-
pliments from me to your dear niece, but
qualified with the refpeét due ta her fublime
rank among matrons : and never ceafe, on
your own part, to return the affettion of

vour, &c.
: ’ Vienna, May 4, 176g.

Though the poet’s letters to the learned
g P
and worthy Padre Martiui, contain nothing

_of'
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of importance to general literature ; yet to
lovers of Mufic and its hiftory, nothing that
concerns this venerable Maeffro di Capella,
can be indifferent. For fuch, therefore, we
fhall give a tranflation of the following fhort
letters; to whom they will probably afford
fome pleafure, from the mere eircumftance .
of two fuch men being in friendthip, and
correfpondence, with each other.

LETTER XXV.
TO PADRE MARTINI. -

THE unexpefted misfortune which has
happened to the worthy Abate de/ Monte,
which muft already have arrived at yqur
knowledge, is univerfally lamented ; it has
retarded many days the plcafure of receiving
your moft obliging letter of the 7th of laft
January, which was delivered to me only
laft week. I fent a fervant to him jmmedi-
ately, with fincere offers of my fervices
in any way in which it was poffible for
me to be ufefyl; and he brings me back
the comfortable news, that he was as well
" as it was poffible for a perfon to be, with a
| 4 broken
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broken leg: which feems to fay, that the
cure will not be flow, nor be attended with
any inconvenient confequences. As foon as
ever he js vifible, T fhall vifit him in perfon,
in fpite of near two hundred fteps, which it
will be neceflary to afcend, in order to
attain his aerial habjtation.

I am extremely impatient, not only for
the fecond volume of your moft learned
Hiflory, but for the Puets and Trios, which -
you make us hope: and I fhould be ex-
tremely proud, if I were able to furnith you
with any thing incdited towards your lauda-
ble undertaking ;. but whatever I write, be-
ing by order and for the ufe of the court, is
performed and printed immediately; or, if
fufpended by fome accident, the production
1s laid by for a future occafion; and | am
not at liberty to publith it, o

Take care of yourfelf, for the honour of -
our dear Italy ; and believe me always, with
the moft juft and ;¢fpe&ful efteem. o

o Vienna, February 22, 1768.

LET-
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LETTER XXVL

TO THE SAME.

I FounNDp on my table, a few days ago,
the fecond volume of the moft learned
work of my very worthy Padre Martini;
and this morning, an admirable letter
from him, without knowing who was the
benevolent bearer. But as I could not be
ignorant of the friendly and, generous hand
from which fuch a precious gift, and fuch an
obliging letter, came, I haften to acknow-
ledge the inftrution I receive from the one,
and the pleafure afforded me by the other.
I thall profit from this work, as much as the
narrow limits of my mufical knowledge ex-
tend; and fhall procure that juftice to be
rendered to it, which is due to the oracle of
harmony. After thefe effufions of gratitude,
my next bufinefs is to entreat the continu-
ance of your partiality, as if I could ftill
doubt of it, after the teftimonijes which I
have received, But it is my duty to affure
the illuftrious donor, of the high eftimation
in which I hold his gift, and of the lively

wifth
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with with which I am impreft, to merit, in
fome way or other, his obliging attentions.
' Vienna, March 4, 1771,

LETTER XXVIIL

TO THE SAME.

YESTERDAY was configned to me, by
Signor Antonto Baroni, the new diflertation
De ufu progreffionis geometrice in Mufica ; and
with the utmoft eagernefs I inftantly began
the perufal: but I foon faw that it was a
kind of reading that I was not qualified to
go through with, haftily. With due atten-
tion, I hope, however, to acquire from it
all the pleafure and inftru&ion of which my
intelligence is capable. In the mean time,
accept my moft grateful thanks for the pre-
cious gift : withing you, reverend and learned
Sir, a long enjoyment of that life and health,
which you fo laudably employ in increafing
the luftre of our country; believe me to be
with affeCtion, gratitude, and efteem, &c. -

It will probably afford fome gratification
to the lovers of Englith poetry, who are
zealous for the honour of our countrymen,
to be made acquainted with the effe¢t which
a perufal

-~
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a perufal of an Italian tranflation of Young’s
Night Thoughts, had on a man of Metaftafio’s
exquifite tafte and found judgment. There
1s only one letter in the colleGtion, addrefled

to the perfon to whom the poet confides his
fentiments.

LETTER XXVIIIL

TO DOCTOR GIUSEPPE BOTTONI.

I navE perufed with avidity, and infinite
pleafure, which I never expetted to receive
from excefs of melancholy, thefirft fix Night
Thoughts of the celebrated poet Young, in
your elegant verfion; and am extremely
grateful to you for enabling me to have a
.knowledge of the Engiith Mufes, in fpite of
my involuntary ignorance of this excellent
language. Thanks to your affiftance, I
have underftood, andadmired, thefe poems to
fuch a degree, that they did not feem at all
to have chan.ged their drefs. 1 have not
obferved in your tranflation, any of thofe
uncertain and fervile ftrokes of the pencil,
which ufually diftinguith a copy from an
prnoma] ; and am perfuaded that if the fub-

lime



( 308 )

lime author had fung on the banks of the.
Amo, he would have exprefled his thoughts
in that flowing, clear, and noble manner;
and with that conftant and varied harmony,
with which you have fo wonderfully tranf-
lated and enriched him. I can ecafily com-
prehend what infinite pains fuch a difficult,
tatk muft have coft you; but it feems well
worthy of your labour. The extraordinary
merit of this excellent writer appears; even
in his defeéts ; for notwithftanding the want
of order and connexion, his frequent repe-
titions, determined obftinacy in always
thewing the dark fide of every objedt, and
unwillingnefs to conduét us to virtue by any
other way, than that of defpair; in fpite
(I fay) of thefe oppreffive circumftances, he
feizes on the reader, and tranfports him juft
whither he pleafes, '

He always thinks for himfelf, profoundly,
and with grandeur. His colouring is vivid,
vigourous, and fplendid; f{o that the abun-
dance of his beauties, makes us overlook his
imperfections ; as we are too much dazzled
by the magic of Reubens’s colouring, to fee
the defefs of his defign. -

May the favours of Apello with which
vou have been blefled, continue during - the

‘ progrefs
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progrefs of 4 work fo admirably begun ; and
may I be ftill indulged with your partiality.
Vienna, May 23, 1771
_ —

To the following correfpondent of this pe-
riod (1771) no more than one letter feems to
have been preferved ; but as we obtain by it
Metaftafio’s opinion, on a fubje¢t as curious in
politics, as that of the preceding letter in po-
etry, it feems well worthy of infertion here,

LETTER XXIX.

1O SIGNOR Di: GIACOMO MARTORELLI.

I never doubted, Sir, but that Baron Van
Swieten, in his anfwer, would render you all
due juftice; but I am extremely pleafed to
fee my expeétations fo fully verified in the
copy tranfmitted to me, and to find in what
high eftimation your opinions and writ«
ings are held by fo enlightened a judge: as
you may place entire confidence in the appro«
bation beftowed upon you by a man fo can-
did, frank, and of a temperament fo entirely
hoftile to flattery.

I am extremely obliged, as you may welk
imagine, by the trouble which you have.
taken to fend me the epigram lately come

from
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from the Ifland of Barataria(7). Your civi-
lity to it inclines me to imagine, that you
think it my own; it will not therefore be de-
cent for me to pafs fentence upon it, having
not yet learned to {wim or fith in the troubled
waters of critical feas. A very learned adept
in the imperial library, to whom I commu-
nicated the epigram, believes the author of it
to havebeena Greek andnotaRoman: found-
inghis opinionupon the error which, according
to him, cannot be that of the ftone-cutter,
and upon fome phrafes which feem to him
tranfpofed. I fhall procure a copy of the li-
terary journal of Florence, and without fear
of being deceived, fhall believe what is there
determined concerning it.

With refpeét to this part of the world, li-
terature of every kind is a merchandife for
which there 1s no vent; and the phyfical rea-
fon forit is, the enormous and ruinous military
fyftem, which obliges the fovereigns, whe-
ther they will or no, in order to defend them-
felves from each other, to impoverith both
themfelves and their fubjets. And as there
is no other road by which individuals can
expeft advancement, fo princes would be

(r) Alludingto the tranflation of a Greek Epigram, which
afterwards appearcd among his pofthumous works.

thought
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thought reprehenfible curators of the public
fecurity, if the leaft part of that revenue were
appropriated to the honour of Minerva, which
is hardly fufficient for the expences of Mars.
And this too indifputable truth, is the clear
folution of innumerable problems, my dear
Sig. Martorelli, which appear inexplicable.
Vienna, Auguft 1g9. 1771. (s5) .

Of the many prints engraved of Metaftafio,
I have never feen one that did juftice, either
to his features or expreflion. And the Poet,
in the following letter to a Romman painter,
who applied to him for a print, or the copy of
a pifture, which refembled him the moft,
feems to have thought himfelf little obliged
to the artifts who had made him the fubjeét
of their labours.

(s) The reader will recolle&t, by attending to this date,
the fituation of Germany at the time thefe reflexions were
made: the long and ruinous war between Auftria and Pruf-
fia, and the mutual jealoufy which thofe powers entertained
of each other, feem to have difcouraged and banifhed almoft
every art, but that of flaughter. But now, in greater dan-
ger from the arms and principles of France, than the fears
or ambition of each other, though united among themfelves,
their whole attention and refources are neceflarily pointed
to the fecurity, not only of the government, religion and
laws of the feveral ftates, but the pofleflions, liberty, and
lives, of individuals, more important and folid bleflings, than

literature or the fine arts !
LET-
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LETTER XXX
'O SIGNOR FRANCESCO CARDINALIL;

Fame, which blazons the merit of others;
however conftant and univerfal, is, however,
but too frequently the mere effet of chance
and good fortune: hence that which procures
me the favour of your choice, may very
probably be of this kind; but too rigorous
an examination into motives, may not be for
the advantage of my felf-love; and being in-
debted to good fortune for the acquifition of
your partiality, I thould not have fufficient
courage to take much pains, in analyzing and
deftroying it.

Imprefled with a due fenfe of my obliga-
tion to you, for the honour you do me, by
wifhing te give my portrait a place among
theilluftrious men whom you propofe to copy;
I cannot, in gratitude, help praying to heaven,
that by thus exalting me, you may not dif-
grace your own tafte and judgment.

It is moft certain, that my piéture in the
- obfervatory of the Arcades at Rome, was fent
thither by myfelf, from Vienna, at the requeft
of Prince D. Sigifmondo Ghigi; and likewife
that it was carefully copied from that which

' was
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was once thought to refemble me the moft ;
but it feems as if I had no great reafon to be
proud of it. In that which I inclofe, you will
find the features of my peruke and band per-
feétly exprefled ; but not thofe of my face.

Yet it did not feem ufelefs to fend it, as ex-
ternal, but true circumftances, however tri-
vial, frequently contribute to fuggeft the air

of an abfent countenance.
Vienna, December g, 1771.

There ate feveral fhort letters of civility
in the colletion, from the bard to this paint-
er; who feems to have merited his efteem,
by the modefty and refpeét with which he ad-
dreflfed him.

¢ The candour and modefty with which
you exprefs yourfelf, have not only confirm-
ed, but confiderably encreafed my efteem for
you: as thefe qualities have their intrinfic and
real value, without the affiftance of opinion
or chance. I congratulate you on the poffef~
fion of fuch qualities, and perhaps more on -
my own account than yours, as they have ren-
dered the poﬁ'e{ﬁon of your partiality a more
valuable acquifition. ”’

The following letter of this period, Wlu

aﬁ'ord the reader an opportunity of knowing
{ Metaf-
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Metaftafio’s ideas of a perfet Canzone, or de<
tached fong of many ftanzas.

LETTER XXXIL

TO THE MARQUIS CARLO VALENTI,
upon a Canzone written by P. Sanbonifacio, the
" Jefuit, onthe Emprefs Queen’s birth-day.

WHOEVER was the author of the Canzone
which you have been pleafed to fend me, has
great reafon to be grateful to the mufes for

the partial affiftance which they have afford-
ed him, in this pleafing and ingenious produc-
tion. It is at once poetical,-clear, noble,
harmonious, rich in imagery and ideas, and
manifefts, throughout, the effets of that art,
which the writer fo dexteroufly and perfettly
has contrived to conceal. But 'what has af-
forded me the moft pleafure, is the author’s
. exquifite judgment, which difcovers itfelf
both in the choice of his fubje&, and in the
fkilful manner of arranging his materials ;
which he has diverfified without multiplying
them, and formed into a whole, where no-
thing is wanting or fuperabundant; I congra-
tulate him on his fuccefs; and-while I render

you
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you my beft thanks for this new and obliging
teftimony of your remeémbrance, permit me
to remind you of the conftant and ancient
refpe&, with which I have always been, and
ever fhall be, &c.

Vienna, June 10. 1771

We fhill now retusn to the Poet’s corref-
pondence with Sig. Saverio Mattei of Na-
ples, with whom he generally difcuffes lite-
rary fubjeéts' more amply, than with moﬁ of
his othier correfponderits.

LETTER. XXXIL
TO sicﬁon SAVERIO MATTEL

“Trovch you alwdys avail yourfelf of 4
period equal to the time which 1 have fuffer-
ed to elapfe in anfwering your laft letter, 1
fubmit with patience, while I know you are
fulfilling the duties of a parent and a philo--
fopher. And I rejoice extremely, that you
have quitted the tireforhe toils of the bar, which
obliged you to exercife your talerits at the ex=
pence of more luminous and fruitful employ-
ments; 1 hope thefe are the preludes to a
feries of aufpicious events;and that, for once,

13 fortune
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fortune will be obliged to unite with juftice,
in favouring merit.

I perceive the partiality of friendfhip in all
you fay of my Ruggiero; and the pleafure
which this difcovery affords me, is a confola<
tion more flattering, than the confcioufnefs
of fuperior merit could produce. But what-
" ever my poor drama may be, its worth will
certainly receive no encreafe by the refpett
thewn to the Singers of the prefent times; re<
duced by their own fault to the rank of per-
formers of Intérmezzi, or buffoon interludes
between the feveral dances, which are now
become more interéfting than the acts of an
opera. For the Dancers having ufurped the
art of counterfeiting the affe@tions, and of
reprefenting human actiens, have juftly ac-
quired the attention of the people, which the
others have as juftly loft. For contenting
themfelves with grating the ears of the audi-
ence with a vocal Sonata, which is called an
Air, often very offenfive, they leave to the
Dancers the tafk of occupying the mind and
heart of the fpe&ators; by which they have
reduced our theatre to a fhameful and intoler-
able jumble of incongruities.

’ Vienna, May 30. 1771.

LET-
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LETTER XXXIIL
TO THE SAME.

TaoueH I am become callous, by long
ufe, to the mangling of my poor dramas, yet
your friendly compaffion, in preventing mon-
ftrous wens from fpringing out of my Ezio,
has obliged me extremely. The RQuartetty
which you have written, is decent, conveni-
ent, and happy; and if it is well treated by
the compofer and performers, I believe it will
have a good effect in the reprefentation. In-
deed it will render the fecond a&t fomewhat
barren of airs, in which the two princi?al
perfonages will have but one fong a-piece:
which would have been thought facrilege,
when I wrote the opera; but at prefent, whcn
the heroic. Singers have cefled to the Daneers
the precedency of reprefentation; and when,
by virtue of this ceffion, they are degraded
to the performance of a kind of aéf funes be-
tween the feveral Ballets, ;hc morea drama is
cut down, the lefs matter remains to exercife
the patience of the fpeftators. On the other
hand, it is a falfe fuppofition, that I ever
wrote a RQuartet for Ezis, or that ] ever re-

;3 . quefied



( 118 )

quefted one; though it is moft true, that Iam,
and ever fhall be, &c. &c,
Vienna, September 18, 1771,

LETTER XXXIV.,

TO THE SAME.

I navE already received advice, that a copy
of the fourth volumeof your Pfalms, direéted to
’ me, is on the road ; and I feel the utmoft im-

patlence for enrxchmv myfelf with the pof-
feffion of this new treafure ‘Not doubting
‘but this will furpafs in merit its elder brothers
as thie extraordmary vigour of your genius,
s conftantly on the mcreafe, though its for-
mer efforts’ furpaffed the common ftandard.
I had hoped that your fnendly compla-
cency would have feconded my well-known
repu g‘hance,(whether it Proccededfrqm weak-
nefs -or reafon) to’ the publication of my
prfvatc letters But 1 fee, that avallmg
yourfclf ngorouﬂy of the rwhts which your
mierit owee you ovex; my wxll, you have
freely gone to work, “and fpared me the dif- -
trefs of doubtful dehberanou The worﬁ of
it is, that by afting in thlS manner, you have
mianifefted an opinion of my produ&lons far
“above ‘their value, for which 1 know not
whether I ought to grieve or rejoice.  Yet
I know
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know extremely well, that whatever vexation
it may have coft me, my fufferings are fuper-
abundantly paid by the enviable friendthip of
one like you : wiihing therefore for its con- -
tinuance, I am, &c.

' Vienna, March 15, 1772.

LETTER XXXV,
TO THE SAME,

I HAVE run through the fourth volume of
your admirable verfion of the Pfalms, which
you have fo obligingly fent me, with avi«
dity, attention, delight, and profit, from the
title-page to the fage and learned letter,
- which you have addrefled to the Abate Spar~
2iani; and find myfelf amply rewarded for
the long impatience with which I was tor-
" mented, during the »expe&ation of their ar-
rival. All feem extremely worthy of the
preceding volumes; nay, perhaps from the
force of novelty, fome of your reafoning, as
juft as unexpeted, has ftruck and furpnfed
me ftill more effetually. In the goth pfalm,
(our g1ft) for inftance, not only the lively
and bright colouring of the tranflation, but
the admi_rable differtationon the Meridian De-

14 mon,
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mon, (t) from whofe infidious arts, in order
to be able to defend myfelf fufficiently, I
have learned from you even to doubt of my
own exiftence: ‘the happy apology with
which you exonerate David (pf. 109th)
from the odium of the atrocious 1mprecatxons
which are ufually attributed to him, fo inju-
rioufly to his benign charafer (u): the

: noble

(t) «The ficknefs that deftroyeth in the noon-day.” pf.
91. v. 6. Signor Mattei, after giving the different opinions
of the fathers and commentators on the Meridian Damon,
feems chiefly to adhere to the opinion of Grotius, as the
moft fimple folution of the difficulty; who fuppofed this
Denwn to imply the SUN, gui itinerantibus in Palzflina
maximé lethalis ¢ff. ‘This idea was very likely to flrike an
Italian, who dreads nothing more than i/ Colpo del fole :
“the arrow that flyeth by day.” (v. § of the fame pf.) or
more vulgarly, the noontide devil. 'The peftilence in-
flicted on the Greeks at the fiege of Troy comes from the
Sun .

The infulted fire (his God’s peculiar care)
To Phabus pray’d, and Phebus heard the prayer:
A dreadful plague enfues; th’avenging darts
Iriceflant fly, and pierce the Grecian hearts.

A Porr’s 11, b. 1. 494.

'The malP aria della notte, or “the peflilence that walk- -
ethin darknefs,” is likewife a figurative expreflion, that is
very intelligible to the inhabitants of hot climates.

(u) This is done by afligning to the Enemy of David, the
imprecations of this pf. from v. §. to 18. inftead of fup-
pofing them to come fiom the royal Pfalmift himfelf;

. who
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noble facility and features pf the original
Etruftan lamentation, which you have had
the dexterity to transfufe into our languagc ;
the fine poetical fervor which reigns in the
82dpfalm ; the clearnefs andconnc&mnwhlch
has been difcovered in the 84th, 86th, 10 5th,
and 11 3th pfqlms ; the variety and {pirig
of the imagery with which the reprefenta-
tions of nature are defcribed in the 102d and
103d pfalms; the truly beautiful, as well as
moral thort cantata, into whichyou havccom-.
preﬁ'ed the ggth pfalm the drama whichyoy
have fo ingenioufly difcovered and demon-
ftrated in the 117th pfalm, and (notta tire you
with an account of the whole volume) in,
thort, every thing has furprifed me to fuch

who fays, v. 3. % For the loye that I had untq them, lo,
they take now my contrary part: but I give myfelf unto
prayer. ‘Thus have they rewarded me evil for good and
hatted for my good will.”’-Then follow the maledjétions of
his cnemy—after which, v. 19, he retorts the curfes of hig
foes on themfelves «Let it thus happen from the Lord
untp mine cnemnes{’ &c!—-Thxs folution is fo eafy and
fatisfatory, that it feems wonderful not to haye been at all
times the general opinion of divines and commentators ;
but the ﬁrﬁ time that I found this opinion fupported, was
by the late lmed and Rev. Mr Keate, in a fermon whncl';
he preached at Chelfea Cpllege Chapel, before either of us
had feen Mattei’s Pﬁ.lms, and when ] had only difcovered
in this letter of Metaftafio, that an apology had been madq
for David, by Saverio Mattcn, without knowmg in what xt
conﬁﬁed

proofe
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” dégree, and furnithed me with fuch new
proofs of your enviable vigour, vaft learni'ng,
and numerous and wonderful talents, that
I fhall very frequently repeat the peru-
fal of this volume, being always certain of
acquiring in it, new inftru¢tion, and new
Plea{ure.'

I ought to beftow a word or two on the
gratuitous praifes with which you fo gene-
roufly honour me, in your printed letters,
and in the courfe of this work.; but thefe
certain proofs of your partiality are not able
to appeafe my remorfe at fuch a ufurpation:
{o that not to awaken it, I affure you of my
ferious gratitude; but as laconically as pof-
fible.

You have been pleafed, at all hazards, to
enrol me among Controvertifts, by printing
my letters concerning ancient mufic, which
I had moft privately addrefled to you, in pure
obedience. God forgive you! but for my own
part, I cannot; nor fhall I ever diffemble
my invincible repugnance to a bufinefs o fu-
perior to my phyfical powers, as well as ab-
horrent to my difpofition* and inclinatjon,
Confole me, Sir, at leaft, by the continuance
of your affetion, and judge of mine, by the
refignation with which I am, &¢.’ -

Vienna, April-7th, 1773,
. LET-



LETTER XXXVL
TO THE SAME

I pirecT my letter to Naples, whither 1
hope you are at length returned, after four
months abfence; a timé equally taken up by
your books in travelling, which you fent to
me before your departurc, but which only
arrived here laft week. Indulging my im-
patience, Ibegan with your theatrical differ-
tatlon, to whlch I gave the preference for
a thoufand reafons. It is a fublime work,
and worthy of you; nor is it admirable
merely from the profound learning of the
writer, but much more {o from the marvellous
knowledge of the moft recondite myftéeries
of the ftage, unknown to the majority even
of thofe who profefs the art. But what
flatters me the moft, is the accidental coin-
cidence of our notions concerning the anci-
-ent and modern drama, The f{pontaneous
opinion of orie like you, gives me courage,
and renders me proud of my own: and I
pow regard thofe’ leamed, but moft inexpert
critics, who differ from us, as entirely con- .
futed. If I were to ‘undertake the pointing
put all the paffages of your differtation that

, arg
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are worthy of praife, this letter would not
pnly equal it, but furpafs it, in fize. The
folid demonftrations with’ which you haye
removed all the infuperable difficulties in
underftanding the poetics of Ariftotle and
Horace, fufficiently to render them ufeful in
practice : the art with which you have ex-
pofed the abfurdity of reducing the unity of
place, to the narrow limits of a chamber or
’clofet: the torrent of paffages from Greek
dramas, with which you juftify and compare
ourdramatic Airs, Duets, and Trios : the hap-
py as well as difficult verfion of the beauti-
ful fcene in the Hecuba of Euripides: the

generous modeﬁy of giving the preference
to my cantatas over your own: the mafterly
‘analyﬁs of the firft {cene of Artaxerxe:, and
that of Sextus and Titus: and every one of
your fage phllofophlcal confideratiops, would
require a prolix and diftin& chapter But,
begging your pardon, I cannot, however, ap-
prove that manifeft excefs of partiality, in
my favour, which reigns in every period,

You, by this means, expofg, yourfelf to the
contradléhons of thofe who have their rea-
fons for not being of your opinion : and at
the fame txrgc, expofc your friend, by the
moft violent temptations of vanity, to quit

that
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that modeft courfe which it is his duty td
fteer, temptations from which he is the
lefs likely to defend himfelf, when affailed
by a perfon armed with fuch learning and
feducing eloquence.

I thould fay much more, if I did not feaf
that my moft fincere praifes would run the
rifk of being conftrued into a mercantile re-
ftitution of thofe with which you have
voluntarily honoured me ; fo that, embracing
you with my ufual affetion, I commit to
your perfpieacity, the care of inveftigating,
and of figuring to yourfelf, my efteem and
gratitude. ,

After the above was written, your letter,
dated from Naples, arrived. Befides the
ufual faculty which all your letters poffefs,
of confoling, exhilerating, and of meriting
my gratitude ; this laft, which informs me
of your happy return to Naples, in perfeét
health, after a long and inconvenient pere-
grination, has every title to my thanks; asit
affures me, that no inaufpicious circumftances
bave thuslong deprived me of the fatisfaction
of hearing from you: as your family cares and
-affetions, have had a confiderable fhare of
your time, of which you kindly gave me an
account, and as the exceffive impetus of

| 3 fome
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fome expreflions of ftiendthip irr this lettet
enables me to judge of that regard which
occafioned it. I am extremely grateful, as
indeed I ought to be, not only on thefe ac-
counts, but for the aflurance with which you
have gratified me, of the favourable remem-
- brance of the admirable princefs of Be/
monte ;. yet concerning the inftances which
you give, I muft in all modefty and decorum
be filent. - | '

O how many {weet and exhilerating ideas
has your account, my dear Signor Savero, of
Magna Grxcia, awakened in my mind !
Renovatingall the happinefs of childhood and
adolefcence, which I enjoyed in that country,
no lefs ufefu] than pleafing ! It has brought
again to my view all thofe objeéts with which
I was then fo much delighted. 1 have again
inhabited the little chamber where the ex-
treme proximity of marine murmurs lulled
me for many months, fo delightfully to
fleep. I have, in fancy, croffed the neigh-
bouring fea in a bark to Scalea: all the
names and afpe@s of Cirella, Belvidere, Ce-
traro, and Paoia, have been brought back to

‘my mind : I have again heard the venerated -
voice of the celebrated philofopher Caroprefe,
who " adapting” himfelf, in order to inftruét

e
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me, to my weak ftate, conduéted me; as it -

were by the hand, through the vortices of
the ingenious Defcartes, at that time in high
favour with- philofophers, %nd of which he
was a furious afferter; and indulging my
childith curiofity, now demonftrating with
wax, in a kind of {port, how globes were
formed by the fortuitous concourfe of atoms:
now exciting my admiration by the enchant-
ing experiments of Dioptrics. I feem fll
to fee him labour to convince me, that his
little dog was only a machine: and that the
trine dimenfion was a {ufficient definition of

folid bodies. And I ftill fee him laugh, after

plunging me for a long time in dark medi-
tation, and making me doubt of every thing,
in proving that 1 breathed, by his Ega cogita,
ergo fum : an invincible argument of cer-
tainty, which I defpaired of ever again de»,
monftrating,

But you have roufed a hornet’s neft, fo
that I find myfelf as much furrounded by
remembrances and a with to communicate
them, as you by the literary and law cafes
with which you were affaulted at your re-

turn: fo that not to rob you of the time ne=
~ ceflary for thefe more ufeful and neceffary
‘ confi-

4
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confidetations, I embrace you affetiondtely;
and leave you in peace.

Vieana, September 1, 17724
»

LETTER XXXVIL.
TO THE SAME.

IN your obliging letter of the 12th of laft
. Odtober, you courteoufly thank me, dear Sir,
for the pleafure and profit which I had re-
ceivedfrom the attentive perufal of the fourth
volume of your illuftrious and learned work.
Now who would not purchafe the right of
a creditor upon fuch eafy terms? You, how=
ever, continue to give me fimilar opportu-
nities ; but affure yourfelf, that you will al-
ways encreafe the load on your own fhoul+
ders by fuch debts. For my part, I fhall
repeat all I have formerly faid, adding, that,
among other things, I have particularly ad-
mired the mafterly, inftruétive, and very
elegant fonnet, which I have met with at
the end of the obfervations upon the rioth
Pfalm ; and have there obferved the natu-
ral analogy, which is ufual between plants

and their fruits. I beg of you to con-
gratulate
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gratulate the refpetable author of it, in
my name, when you have an opportumty H
as I now felicitate you yourfelf on the ten-
der, grateful, and exemplary difpofition- of
your -own good heart, towards fo worthy
a father.

~ Iam forry that your engagements at the
bar, have confined you to the city, and de-
prived you, this year, of the refrethment of
your ufual autumnal holidays in the country.
But this convincing proof of the juft repu-
tation which your abilities have acquired, a
little foftens the idea of many prefent incon-
veniences, by thinking of thofe {plendid and .
tranquil ‘advantages, which I fo ardently
wifhed and prefage. 'When, very long ago,
under the direétion of the celebrated advo-
cate and, afterwards, councellor, Caffag-
rola(x), 1 kept thefe courts myfelf, I learned
the following axiom, which I have never
fince found reafon to doubt: that the fields of
Themss, (goddefs of juftice, law,) produce in
the beginning to the cultivators there (in
Naples) nothing but knavery and mere ‘fa- .
tigue ; but, afterwards, in the middle of their
career, when indeed they have other labours,

(x) This is the Neapolitan cjvilian, whom moft of
Metaftafio’s biographers called Paglietti,
VOL. III. ! K but
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but which produce fruits proportioned to
their toils, they luxuriate in a fpontaneous
and conftant fecundity, exempt from labour.
From their laft defirable ftage I believe you, -
my dear Sir, at prefent, not very remote.
I beg you to refpeét and fulfil my vaticina-
tion; and te perfevere in believing me to
be, &¢.

Vienna, Nov. g, 1772

END OF THE SECOND SECTION.
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SECTION IIL

IT was in the Summer of this year, 1772,
that I gratified both my curiofity and my
heart, by frequently vifiting and converfing
with the great lyric bard at Vienna; and
though an account of thefe, to me, ‘moft
agreeable vifits and converfations, has been
already given to the public in my German
Tour (vol. 1,) yet 1 fhall here try to recol-
le¢t what has been omitted in that relation.

During my refidence in that city, I dif-
covered that the poet was not more admired
for his extraordinary public talents, than
beloved and refpeéted for his private virtues
and charafter. The few innocent fingulari-
ties which have been afcribed to him, for
which he frequently accounts in his letters,
were {o amply compenfated, by his conftant
probity, politenefs, friendthip, and philan-
throphy, that I heard nothing but his praifes
from perfons of every rank, whenever his
hame was occafionally mentioned. He feems
to have fupported dignity without pride ; and
to have acquired univerfal admiration with-
out vanity or indiret means.  His private,
i X2 tranquil-

<
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tranquil, and unvaried habits of life, allowed
him no opportunities for the prattice of thofe
fublime, fplendid, and heroic virtues of
courage, patriotifmy magnanimity, forti-
tude, clemency, and beneficence, which he
has fo admirably defcribed and illuftrated in
his dramatic works; but there can be no
doubt of their exiftence in his heart, whence’
his fentiments fo manifeftly appear to have
flowed. The private, domeftic, and focial
virtues of filial and fraternal affection, friend-
thip, philanthrophy, urbanity, probity, ho-
‘nour, and general benevolence, feem never
to have been praétifed with more eonftancy
and devotion, than by our bard ; who has
been as juftly, as emphatically, called, by one
of his countrymen, mnot only the poet, but the
philofopber of the beart (y). |

The monotonous manner in which he
fpent his life during his long.refidence at
Vienna, has been ridiculed, and thought in-
fipid, by perturbed {pirits; but to the ad-
mirers of his writings and virtues, it will
not be indifferent to know how he paffed
" his time, which was in a way fo regu-
_ lar and conftant, that there were few pers
fons at Vienna unacquainted with it.

(r) Elogj Italianiy T on;,;x.i )

- N
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He ftudied daily from eight o’clock in the
mormng, till noon, Then vifited his friends,
and thofe families gnd individuals from
whom he had received ciyilities. Dined
at two; and at five received his moft
familiar and intimate friends, At nine, in
Summer, he went out in his carriagc, vifited,
and fometimes played at Ombre, a game
which he liked better thau thofe of mere
chance, as it afforded him fome exercife of
mind in calculation. Men accuftomed tq
think,- make their amufements contnbute to
mental improvement,

He returned home at ten o’clock ; fupped,
and went to bed before eleven. In his con-
verfation he was conftantly chearful ; fanci-
ful, playful, and fometimes poetical, in hig
difcourfe, as well as in his letters; never far-
caftic or difputatious, totally devoid of
curiofity concerning the public or privatg
fcandal in circulation, the morality of his
fentiments refembled that of his life. Hig
- anfwers were elegant, acute, and ingenious ;
occafionally learned without pedantry ; and
full of interefting and applicable anecdotes
of paft and preicnt times. In- confidence
with few but polite to all. His affetion
for his- gquntry;pgn was great, and extended

. e Q"
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to ecclefiaflics, painters, muficians, poets,
and minifters of Italian ftates, who were all
fure of his kindnefs and good offices. His
liberality was exaétly proportioned to his
means: he feemed to with for wealth for no
other purpofe than to fupply his own wants,
without fuperfluity, and thofe of neceffitous
friends. . He prefented the Improvifatore
Talaffi, with twelve Sequins, and recom-
mended him to the attention of the great;
for higher patronage. His charaéter was
never ftained with any vice, or illiberal pro-
penfities. His fenfibility inclined him to the
paffion of love; but as it was fincere, it
became a bridle to itfelf, and a ftimulus to
virtue ; as his whole life and writings have
manifcﬁed. '

Un amour wrai fans feinte et [ans caprice
’ Ef en effet le plus gramd frein du vice ;
. Dans fes liens qui [gait fe retenir,
Ef} bonnéte bomme, ou va le devinir.
VOLTAIRE.

The fureft check to pravity of mind

Is love fincere, to no caprice confign’d;
Whoever in his heart admits the gueft
Or has no vice, or foon will vice deteft.

“ From
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_ 7 «From a natural love of order and regu-’
larity (fays the Abate Taruffi)(z) even to
{crupulofity, he ufed invariably to perform:
the fame offices each day at almoft the fame
inftant ; and in his own defence, he would
tell thofe who contemned fuch exa&itude as
contracted and frivolous, that he had always:
found the regular diftribution of time, not
only contributed to bodily health, but to fere-
pity of mind. ”’

Among his moft agreeable evening occupa-
tions, the literary converfations with his two-
ancient and confidential friends, Count Canale,
and Baron "Hagen, {feem to have held the
firft place; thefe grave and learned perfon-
‘ages, eminent for erudition and probity,
were attached to him by all the ties of good™
tafte and fimilar affe@ions, Greek, Latin, .
Italian, and French writers of the firft clafs,
continued during many years to exercife the
critical acumen of this illuftrious triumvi=-
rate. )

Among the lively farcafms againft our
inoxious bard, it has been faid, that the fmall-
pox, old age, ficknefs, and death, were never

(z) Ehgio dell’ Ab, .Mtaﬂaﬁa. The authar of this
Eulogium lived in the greateft intimacy with the poet at
Vicnna, during many years. ' ‘

K 4 to
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¢ to. be mentioned in his 'prefence; but we
find them all frequently mentioned in his
letters, by himfelf,

. Even his not learning the German lan-
guagc during the many years he refided at
Vienna, admits of fome apology. His.
favour at the Imperial court, and fame
throughout Europe, depended on his Italian
poetry ; and it is moft probable, that he was
fearful of corrupting his'native language by
ufing another, too frequently, in converfa-
tion. - Every Englithman muft know, that
all foreigners who refide a confiderable
time in our country, if - they learn our ian-
guage fufficiently to converfe in.it, foon
loofe the purity of their own, by a mixture of
the two tongues, and by frequently thinking
.ip. the one, and fpeaking in the other. I
have never known a French governefs, or
teacher at a boarding-{chool, who, in {ix or
feven years refidence here, has not loft as
much of her own language, as fhe has
gained of ours. It is the fame with profefled
language mafters; of whom, if I wifhed to
learn a living language with correétnefs and
purity, I would, czteris paribus, prefer him
who had come laft from his own country.
At Vienna, Italian is more generally fpoken

than
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than French, particularly among ftrangersy
and the Corps diplomatsque. Indeed op account
of the Auftrian poffeffions in Italy, there are
generallv more Italians in the capital of the
empire, than French; fo that Mctaﬁaﬁo
had no occafionn to learn German for thq
- fake of converfation, though he had acquired
according to his own account (), the names
of neceflaries in that language, per falvar la
ovita. And I am inclined to believe, that it
was neither the harfhnefs of the Teutonic
diale@, nor the difficulty of learning it, that
fo much prevented or impeded his acqumng
1t, as thc fear of corrupting his own.

But as his friend and correfpondent Sig.
Saverio Mattei, fays (6), “whoever would
have an exaét account of his cuftoms, man-
ners, way of thmkmg of himfelf and others;
of the fulﬁlmc his dutles, the viciffitudes of
his fortune, hlS application, and the degree
of fuccefs with which his works were at
firft received, with their influence op the
pubhc tafte of Italy, and on every lvnc ﬁagel
in Europe, can only ﬁnd them in hxs:

(a) Mufieal Ybur tbrougb Germany, &c Vol 1. Art.

VIENNA. -
(5) Memorie per jerwre alla vita del METAsT.«sz
1785 - e .
e LeTrTERS ;"g_~
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L2TTERS ;” we fhall proceed to féla& ex-

tra@, and tranflate, fuch of them as fill

‘remain unneticed, N concerning the fubfcqucut
Part of his life.

LETTER L

TO SIG. SAVERIO MATTEI.

.HaviNG no experienced and trufty corre-
fpondent in Trieffe, I have not been able to
avail myfelf of your fage counfel in fixing on
a commiffioner there, who would undertake
to receive and forward to Vienna, the box
which you have fent by that road ; but I am
acquainted with perfons here, who are on
very friendly terms with the conful in that
city, Sig. D. Giovan Battifla Orlandi, and ¥
have already obtained a promife of his affift-
ance with refpe& to the box in queftion ; fo
that we have reafon to hope for better for-
tine from the prefent expedient than the
paﬁ The advice which you give me of the
prccxous contents of this box, makes me
very impatient fo- its arrival ; after which
you fhall have tranfmitted to you, an exaét
relation of the pleafure and profit which
this acquifition fhall have produced. Inthe
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medn time, I beg of you to deliver, in iy
. mame, all due acknowledgments to the
moft worthy counfellor Patrizsj, for the

generous alacrity with which he has fecond-

ed your beneficent intention of enriching me

with his excellent writings ; and affure him

of my fincere refpeéts. .1 have read with

equal delight and admiration, your new,

eloquent, fage, and learned differtation,

upon the Dramatico-Lyrica poetry of the

Pfalms; and I do not fee how it is poffible,.

“that opprefled as you are with the enormous
weight of {o many legal, profeflional, literary,

and domeftic cares, you are able to preferve

entire and equal to yourfelf, that wonderful

vigour of mind, which is neceffary to the

continual produétion of new works, as valu-.

able for their correftnefs, as genius and

variety of knowledge. Then I know not

how to exprefs to you my fatisfaction, in find-

ing fuch an exaét coincidence in our way of

thinking, concerning the affinity between

‘the ancient and modern theatre, and that,
without the leaft communication with each

other on the fubje®. In an extra& from the

poctics of Ariftotle, which I have lately

augmented, and in which I have endeavour-

ed to combine the dramatic. precepts of this

grcét
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great philofophey with my own but tos
long expcricng;; and likewife in the notes
which I am going to amufe myfelf with
writing to my old tlanﬂatxon of Horace’s
Eplﬁle to the P1fos, I fee, that your reafon-
ing and mine fet off from the fame fource,
though they meet in concurrence by mere
acmdent and the fpontancous opinion of
fuch a one as 'you, puts me in humour with
my own.

I am forry that your well-known partiality
m my favour, fhould expofe you to a.partis- |
cipation. of the vigour of the learned authog
of the Roman da:ly literary Journal againtt
 me, whofe unpatlent ﬁnc;enty has manifeftly
~ me for objedt, and not you; but the opportyu- -
nity whxch it has aﬁ'ord?d you of becoming
by this laft produétxon mare wonderful and,
more celebrated, and m¢ of bemv able tq
boaﬁ of fuch an inftance of your aﬁ'c&xon,
ccrtamly dunands our oratxtudc more than
refentment. Tq fay thc trath, I thould
rather . have expe&cd from my country, a
d}cfence than an attack ; but it is juft that all
private recard fhoyld give way to the advan-
tages of publu, correéhon As for myfelf \
my dear Sig. Saverio, who am rcndcrcd_
¢alloys and impenetrable by old habits (good

or.



( 141 )
ot bad) contrdcted by an uninterrupted iife of
more than half a century, and in which I
have ‘been indulged not with an accidental,
but conftant favour of the public, it would
be manifeft injuftice in me to pretend to fee
or feel the neceffity of the propofed cotrec-
tions; and upon the inutility of admitting
them, you have written with fo much learn:
ing and folidity, that I fhould be utterly un-
able to add any thing to your reafons, which
would not be repetition and fuperfluous.
Affure yourfelf, therefore, that my affetion
for you encreafes, in proportion to the new
and illuftrious proofs which I receive, from
day to day, of your friendthip.
Vienna, March 11, 1773

LETTER IL
To THE SAME.

In thort, we muft never defpair. For
when I bad relinquithed all expeftation, that,
the box of books, which you had kindly di-
refted to me fo many months ago, would
ever arrive, the inclofed letter of advice
from a courier of Triefle, moft unexpettedly

‘ informed
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informed me, that all its contents had long
been in the pofieflion of Ratrop, the druggift
at Vienna, I fought, and found him. He
has configned to my meflenger, the book.
of counfellor Patrizj; and the mufic of ‘the
Pfalm, fet by Sig. Cafard, with fix volumes,
that is to fay, two copies of the three firft
valumes of the new edition, in oftavo, of
gf the poetical books of the bible; and all
this; not only without a box, but without
any kind of envelope, or direftion, to ins
form the druggift how to difcover to whom
thefe goods appertained. It will now be of
no confequence to inveftigate the caufe
of this diforder: I fhall therefore indulge
my impatience, and immediately proceed to
give you an account of the effect which your
precious gift has produced in me, though
hardly fummis labiis degufiatum.

I began by reading the firft con-
fultations of the very worthy counfellor
Patrizj, nor did I defift till I had entirely
admired them all. I am extremely obliged
'to you, for having enriched me with fuch &
'mzafurc; and I entreat you to inform the¢
sfuftrious writer, of my true refpett and gra-
titude, for the honour he has done the re-
‘ublic of letters, and his country, - - « - -s-
Poaaol T Of
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Of the mafterly P.
Cafaro(c), it does not
is an acquifition for
appreciate, not me.
fung it, the inftant
prefence; and it ap;
returned to it, and
day, more deliberatel
in it new beauties, 2
- it conftantly for her improvement in har-
mony. . She has commiffioned me to render
you a million of thanks, for your kind atten-
tion; and-I join to them my own acknow-
ledgments, for the pleafure which I have
received myfelf in hearing this admirable
mufic performed.

I have ftill to fpeak of my new oblxgaﬁons
to you, for enriching me with duplicates of
the fecond edition of the three firft volumes,
of your moft learned book. I have already
examined them, though feffinanti oculy,
and find that this edition is more elegant,
more convenient, more ornamented, and
more rich than the firft.—The beautiful
oftave ftanza, the learned difertation on the
traditions that have been preferved, &c. and

(<) Sig: CaPARo, an excellent Neapolitan comyofer
ha corre&, olidg and mafterly file. .
‘ : what
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what yoh Have:added, afe 41l worthy 8f jou,
andrextrémely applicable to the fubjeét. " But
what has interefted me moft, is an unex-’
pe&ted portrait, selegantly drawn, of my dedf "’
Sigtiot Saverio, and that which he has {o well -
delineated; 'in “words, of his moft worthy
father. I have been pleafed to find in the
features of ‘the firft, particularly in the eyes,
"'a perfpicacious vivacity beaming from the
mind ; and that exemplary filial tendernefs
in the expofition of the fecond, which ren-
ders vifible the excellent heart of the
painter. |
But amidft 6 many motives of fatisfac-
tion, I cannot conceal my chagrin, in per- . |
ceiving what a number of my letters you
havé’ publithed, in fpite of my continual =
prayers and remonftrances to the contrary.
If, Sir, you had believed them fincere, loving
me as you always feemed to do, you would
not have manifefted your affeftion by con-
timﬁﬁg 'foil conftantly to aflliét mé; {o that I
am convinced you muft regard my antipathy
in the famg light as Virgil did the fhynefs
of Galatea : Que fugit ad falices, & fe cupit
ante vlderi.  But if fuch is your opinion,
‘you ‘are miftaken, Sir, and wrong me very
much. My timidity, I know ws well as you,
' ' may
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may be carried to excefs, but not to hypor
crify ; and, at prefent, you ought to have a
better opinion of my heart. Patdon, or
rather receive kindly, this tranfport of foruy
j)ulous friendthip, in which-a]l d;ﬁ' mulation
is culpab}c; but fhil co,ntmuc to . lovc )our,
'&C'. . 2o .

Vienna; May whs 177

LETTER N
' To THE sAME.

_ Tug violent ténfion of my nerves, pare
ticularly in the head, and hypochondriag
affections, which at this time of the year
plague me mfuﬁ’crably, and. deprive me of
all a&tivity, and power of application how-
ever ﬁxght, have not abated my eager nefs to
read your philofophical and very learned
differtation on mufic ; and I have determined
to giveit a fecond perufal, for which I fhall
be well rewarded, as foon as I am able to
" xndertake it with les heroifm. In the mean
time, let me confefs, that the partiality in my
favour, which runs through all yeur writings,
if it does not convince me of my merit,
affures me of your love; and I am ex-

voL. Iif. L tremely
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tremely grateful for fo dear and valuable a
poﬁ'efﬁon
/ The truths which yeu affert concermnd
modern theatres, with fo much eloquerice
‘and learning, are fo evident and incontefti-
ble, and ha,'ve been but too leng remarked
with indignation by myfelf, that in a fit of
difguft, T determined upwards of fifteen years
ago, never to enter any theatre again, ex-
cept that of the court, which for my com-
fort, is now wholly thut up. When abufes
are arrived at their higheft excefs, nature,
and the inftability itfelf of human affairs,
alone can cure them. You may flatter your-
felf ‘with the hopes of feeing this change, but
ot I; fo that it is more your bufinefs than
. mine'to cndeavdur to haften it. :
"The mgemous and ‘lively  feberzo poetico
(poetical ﬂwht)for the enfuing feftival,'which
~ you have been fo obliging t6 fend me, is
worthy of the dccaﬁon I' have perufed it
more than once; with that pleafure which I
always receive from whatever comes from
your pen ; and I conftantly find new caufe
of admiration and envy, at the fccundlty
- with which you treat every fubje&, however
barren and common in itfelf. I pray] Heaven
to prefcrvc you, and forgive the abufc of that
- vigour
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: \norour which it has orrantcd you, by aflowmg
yourfc]f no kind of relaxation amidft fuch
numerous and different apphcatlons. ‘Witfh-
ing for - the continuance of your aﬁ"céhon,

I remam, &c.
Vienna, December 3', 177 3-

 As no more than two letters from our
Bard to this fpirited and voluminous writer,
remain to tranflate and infert, though their
dates.are pofterior to thofe which are fhill
behind,. addreffed to other pcrfons, we fhail
finiith - this corrcfpondence as the letters bé-
ing chncﬁy on learned and critical fubjeés,
are too much conne&ed by reference to each
other, to be feparated without fatiguing the
recolletion of the reader.
LETTER 1IV.

TO §IG. SAVERIO MA'r'rr.x;i'

* 'THERE is no-occafion, my dear D. Saverio,
to reform any of the verfions of the Pfalms
whichyou have obligingly fent me, theybeing
already fo advantageoufly adapted for the re-
\ccption of mufic, I am truly fenfible of the
labour whxch you muft have had in fele&ing -

L2 pafages
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p,aﬂ,'agos favoirable to Airs, Duets, and Tnas,
and i faithfully COmpreﬁing into. them the
ﬁmfe of ‘the text; without loﬁncr that noblc,
clear, ande.le gant fmooth,nefs, fo nec’eﬁ'a.ry to
muﬁc, fo eafy in appearance, and fo dificult
fo atgain. Byt da not repent of your f'atwuc. '
Itis concealed in-amafterly manner ; and you
have fully accomphthed what you propofed
fo that,»at (Prefent. every qonxPofer will employ
' m thefe Pfalms, both the {pecies into Wthh
gx&ottc divides myfic c; that is, the piam an&
: farxd (as the ancients in the dt'uerha) ufing ine
the Recitatiyes‘the firft, which is ) ﬁmpl;
and unadorncd that it 'is fdﬁiclenﬂy formed
'ﬁy themere cadence of the verfe s ancI inthe"
fecond, the tnore omatp, whxch acquxres the
name of Melody in our An‘;, as the angient
did in the cant:m, monoa’za, ﬁropbe.r, antri-
JSirophes, and epodsc This melody is formed
(as you very well know) principally from:
rbythm ot numéer.r, of which the metres
are a part; but thefe tnetres do not cori
Bitwre ~rlythmy if giot arbmanly varied
_ and comppanded by 2 ,pombination of pes
vindical sheafures, whieh are inyented, thh
more of lels fel;c.lt)‘r by muﬁ;:g[ com-
pofers in proportion $or thc:,r .gc.guns and
=bilities ; hence arifes .that allgnqg and in-

finite variety in the Airs of different mafters
tor
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to the fame words, in the Subjef, 'Movc‘:
ment, Style, Paﬁ'aoes, or whatever y8ii are
pleafed to call them. But the’ convctncnb&
which compofers will' find in fetting onuP
Pfalms to mufic, is manifeft-and endlcf?‘
being now furnithed with rhythrhic poetry,
inftead of the mere accents of profe, which
they were obliged to feck and ¢xpand ot
contra& into meafure, for the fake of their
melody. ‘T congratulate you on your fuccefd
in this enterpnze, and myfelf, in finding
that, without previous difcuffion, ouy opmxone
conﬁantly coincide, e
- I cannot forgive you for unjuftly calling
your eloquent and learned letter, to the j jours
nalift of Madena, mere bgbble. Such in»
juftice merits reparation, and of the fame
kind as that of Longinus, who having called
the events of the Odyfley of Homer mere
dreams, iinmediately repents, and adds: but
they are the dreams of Yove. 1If, however,
I was difpofed to cenfure you, I thodld per-
haps fay, that the occafion did niot merit 'fiéh
Pams But every thing merits Pa,ms,_ “when
there is any one, who like you, ean turd
gvery fubje& to general inftrufion, as well
as to the increafe of his own fame, All
xogr ]ettcra which I have feuxxd in the theets,

3 which,
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»which-you have fenit me, are extremely -wor-
thy of the writer; but particularly, the ecle-
-gant; reverential, and decorous Latin epiftle,
-addrefled-to the Servus fer‘uarum In fhort,
. -therc is no literary province in which you

-are not a citizen,
. But do not, my dear D. Savcrio, imagine
- the fame of me ; for if I had not 3 {mall place
an Parnaffus, I fhould perhaps find ‘a habita-
tion no where elfe. What can I therefore
fay to yon-about the various effays on legifla-
tion, by yourfelf and others, with which you
have {o obligingly furnithed me? It is.true,
“that I difcover faéts in them, that have been
mentipned in your works, and try to under-
ftand them; but I fhall never have the
courage to difcover my opihion of them*,
If a poet may be allowed to judge ofthe
eloquence and hiftorical part of a work, I
thall fay fincerely, that I have read with in-
finite pleafure, t_hé life of the Marquis Fra-
gianni, wriiten with elegance, and judgment,
an'd reduced ip the meoft difficult form of 3

* The late Dr. Johnfon, having been fhewn a proof-
ﬂxcet of the Differtation on the Moufic of the /!nczent:, by
the Editor of Metaftafio’s Life and Letters, faid to hit,—
¢« Sir! the words are well arranged: but I do fot’ pnde;-
$: ﬂandoncofthcm s R

3 N Fonnnu§4

N
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eontisued dedication tosthe learnedwnd fage:
- reports and. cafes. in jurifprudence,.; of cotm-'
~dellop Patrizy... 1 thondd wifh. to- this great
. and moft worthy friend, the fame and forthne-
-of his celebrated mafter Fragianniy if:Fdid
not already difcover that:the. Afirft.is: pre—
- pared, and that he is not far from the other:-
I thall therefore rather form withes, as you
_are inferior to none in merit, and in the
univerfal. efteem which that merit bas ac-
quired you, that vanquithing every obftagle
which - envy may throw in your way,. you
. may compel fortune to join in rewarding
your virtue. Continue, in the mean time, to
- honour me with your regard, and to affure
s yourfelf, of the high eftimation in which I
- ‘hold your extenfive knowledge, and wonder-
ful talents.; and that I fhall be always, &c.:
ol . Vienna, January 15, x774.
L . . . .. N B

“T0 THE S;AME' ,..:;4';‘. f)lib: ..

T am extremely obhgcd to yois, ‘my dear~
D, SaMeno, for not_ fuffering me to remajn-
~.in.ignorance, of your elegant and excellent
poem on the birth of our Saviour. In its con-

s L4 traéted
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1 trafled formy. the rich mine freva which, it
. hag;bean drawn is difcoverable.  Spch ma-
Ateshy, miniatures. fometigaes coft. the -maore

;. srouble, i nxpsoportwn to the neczﬁity of con~
gealing it, in thefe poetic labours, more

,han, in any ether. Ihave communicated it

o ydfeveral perfons. All applzuded 1t, and I
g flattered by the. t;qnﬁrmatxon of my own
qamwn. .-k am told, that an edition of your

: Pfalmb, is - alteady printing at Padua, fee
, that this moft happy Canzonctta is mnferted
Jh one of the volufnes : as thefe thort com-
poﬁtlone dre {oon loft, when printed {epa-
_rately. '} am impatient to fee-this Pata-
_vinian edition; of which I am told, and
much more, the many cOtreéhons whxch you
ﬁLy you have made in thofe places, - Wthh
,4id not fatisfy your extreme fattidious taﬁe,
though fo umverfally approved by others.
'Ihe learned men of that femmary, make

~  me hopc that the edition wﬂl be extrcmcly

correét; and I wifh: it as’ rnuch fuccefs as 1

: mghc magmﬁcen; edxt:qa‘of ,my own worka,
1wbth is:now preparing.at. Pans. :

. The: eold, herrid, and obﬁmatc wmter,

,,;ynth which we are ﬁi}} &sugglmg, is not at

all. fav:ourable to my hypochondnac -affec-

;st the poor, , nerves: fuffer met: than.

L ufual

. e
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uftial, “and "require a' greater Expentd’ of
patlence thatt my capital can afford.’ How:
" ever, there are people who hear pctnfa&lbq
heroically 3 but the trade of a hero is & cm'ﬁ:d
. trade.
T am ¢éxtremely gratef‘uf for the va!uaqu
acquifition, which your golden writings have
rocured tne, of fo valiant, learned and cefe-
gratcd a champlon, as the Abate Ceﬁr’attz 3
- whofe vaﬁ knowledgc, fublime genius, and
. ywonderfal activity, I have long admired, id,
) gvery fpecies of plaafing and ptofound titéra-
ture. I am only forry, that he hus armed
Limfelf with my triffing works agamﬁ our
forelgn foos ; but the fmalleft twig in fuch
hands, becores as formidable a weapon as
;hc club of Hercules. Adieu my dear friend.
Take care of ydurfelf and believe me cver!
. &c
‘ Vienpa, February 15, 1779..

Among Metaﬁaﬁo s htcrary cdrrcfiaond-
ents, “whom he never faw or had heard of
il made acquamte@ with th,ezr exiﬁcnce by
a prefent of their wvrks, ‘was the Abate
MAZZA 3 who, in !766 fent himi two podti-
-cai cﬁ'ays, accomgamedw;th a letter, which
‘ thc
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-the imperial laureat acknowledged with his
-'»’aécuﬁomed urbanity, Indeed thouch neither
the writings, nor the name of thls ‘author

‘--feqxn to have penetrated into our country,
“the elegant and warm encomiums beftowed
.pnthem, by fo exquifite a judge, dedudting
'-for mere civility and fear of offence, excite
cunof ity and an eager wifh to be acquainted

-with them, “I havc read the whole of your
) prefent, fays he, in his firft letter to this
“Abate, ““ and almoft re-read, with the plea-
.% fure and admiration which prqdu&ions {o
¢ rich - and elaborate deferve. You have no

- occafion for my vote, to be fyre of 2 dif-
“ving\jifhed place in Parpaffus. Your own

# talents, learning; indefatigable application,
~#¢ and fmiling time of life, render your elec-
-%tion gertain. Whatmay we not expett from
" a foil, which produces fuch exquifite fruit,
“ at a.period when flowers can hardly be

s6 ,.,é'}c'pe&cd? I can fee no obftacle which can

“# check your flight, but want of volition.
¢ Natural difpofition- armed with fuch vari-

“#% bus knowledge, wants only {elf-confidence,
“# 40 enable you to'quit the tralts which have
“¢f.been {0 long beaten by others, and finally
is6¢p. feek in your own judgment the ‘trie
s patbs to utility and delwht‘—-.—Yummuﬁ

. “net
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5 not exped that I thould fpeak of your slos.
¢ quent and flattering letter, nor of .the,
“ magnificent fonnet which accompanpies at.
¢ In {peaking of either, vanity would appear
~#¢ through the tranfparent mafk of hymility,”
In 1771, after praifing in very firong
terms, fome other poems which this auther -
had fent him, Metaftafio adds:. <] oongra-.'-
“ tulate yoy fincerely on your fuccefs jn
¢ thefe produtions ; and from the fmall par-
% tion of prophefy which I may claim as an
% old prieft of Apollo, I venture to predi&,
“ that you will appear tg pofterity, ope of the
s Brxght¢ﬁ ornaments of the I;ahgn Parq
“ ,paﬂ'us,” -
Agam, the fame ycar, he ﬁlys to th:s
young. poet : - from the fuperabundant re.
“ turn. of p:alfc with which you hogour me,
% in your laft letter, ] begin to fear that.my
¢ approbation of your lyrical compofitions
, % has been regarded by you, more inthe light
“of gratitude .than 'juftice ;- therefore to
' *f..avmd every expreflion that may be con-
« ftryed into panegyric, I muft t¢l you with
¢ hiftori¢ fimplicity, that you haye wonder-
¢ fully united the lively flathes of genuine
f poctry, with the minute philofophical
f gnglyﬁs f the effence and a&ivity of that
: o harmony
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# harmony whxch is fought in all the opeta-.
# tions of nature.”

And finally, in 1773, he tells his poetical
gorrefpondent, that he had repeatedly read
s¢ the three ades on the effeéts of mufic, the
¢ hymin to the Creator, and the two fonnets
¢ to his fqvereign on the commencement of
§ the new year, and always with new plea-
#fure and admiration; and inftantly dift
K cwercd’ in the richnefs of the metal, the
> mine that had produced it. To fuch
- poenc eloquence, always big with xdeas,
 always fonorous, fparklin and _equal tq
“'yourfelf, it isnot permitte for every mha..
“ bxtant of Parnaffus to afpu’c”—but the ba,r(l :
"‘ éntreats hlm not to ritk the cﬁfgrace of hig
¢ Ju&gment* by €xcefs of partiality i«’rﬂf’ i<
w fElf, or provoke his reade;s tq exalﬂxﬁe
’Wns ‘merit to6 minutely,”

¥ a fpecimen of Metaftafio’s e1eganf and
poﬁte ackmwl’edgmen& of unfbhcned fhvours
{rbnrr new cotrc{pcrxd%nté s nedeiﬁry, pen
{xaps his firf lerver to’ the Marglis Jﬂlreqﬁ _

\§1‘1t‘ be fel’é&ed’ as a xqufél of i kmd

R ' . . e
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"L'ETTER Vi,

‘1‘0 'mn MARCHESE Lopovice ANnnzAst;
OF MANTUA.

‘ Rﬁi‘vnNiNG home the other day, I found
bn my table an elegant cafket, big with moft
valuable merchandife, and delivered withput
direttion or letter.  Upon enquity, my fer
vant told me, thdt as far as he could gathc\r
from the bearer, it was a prefent from the
Marquis Andreafi: but he was unable to
difcover the pame of the benevelent com- .
mxﬁ'ary, who had undertaken to have it de-
hvex;cd to me: and he therefore ftill remains
xncoggl,to, . This mrcumﬁance difcovers the
amlwr. . Aﬂd who elfe would havg thmxsht
of ngmo me fuch a fweet, and flattering
tefimony of his remembrancc, which alope,
w:t:hoqt cmbclhﬂxmcnt, is always fufficient
to fulfil the meafure of my ambition? For
if tl)gs contnvaqc.e had no other merit in my
‘W
eyes, xtha.n the haying employedyour thoughts
on me, for a few minutes extraordinary, 1
thould think myfelf in a particular manner
indebted to it: v
Now
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Now you have fo well fweetened iy
- exiftence by your gifts, forget not to honour
me with your commands, and give a&ivity
ta the refpe@ and gratitude w1th Wthh 1
‘ Imre the honour to be, &c.
. Vxenna, Junc 245 1773.

-We thall now feturn to his old confidential
friénd, Sig. Filipponi, fccretary of the um-r
vérﬁty df Turm. : '

v LETTER VIL -
fvan TO SIG. FILIPPONI. T

’T HE prolix énumeration of thé dhua’éie
and: téfpetable qualities of this Count’ Scar%
nhfiy! which’ you have detailed, my deat
" Filipponi, with fuch feeming pleaful‘é in your
laft letter, is but & repetition of what I had
long fince learned from our friend Count
L{antagnine, who was perfe@ly acquairited
with his merit, and flattered me with the
hopes, of fome time or other procuring me

the honour of o valuable an acquaintance.
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- My felf-love does not rife to fuch a height,
my dear friend, as to believe my private-
letters fit to fee the light, havitig' been writ-:
ten in hafte, and fent away without ever:
being read by myfelf. The rapacity of print-'
ers, who make not the leaft {cruple of en-
riching themfelves at the experice of an au:
thor’s reputation, haveattémpted, withoutmy
_permifion, in Naples, Florence, and Bolog-
na, to publith a collettion of them 3 but thank:
heaven, I was apprifed of theit intention
time enough to prevent their putting fach é
deﬁgn in execution, and fhall continue to
prcvcnt them in future, to the utmo{’c of my
power.

The manifeft i mattentlon with which your
royal prefs (at Turin) has publifhed the
tenth volume of my poems, does not make
me with to fee an eleventh volume printgd
with equal negligence ; you will therefore
believe that I fhall not be very dxho'ent in
colleéting matcnals for it.

Vienna, May 3, !774-'

LET-
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LETTER VIL
TO THE SAME.

As you had prepared me, my deat frien&;
for the atrival of the moft worthy Count
Scarnafgs, at this court, it is my duty to give
you an account of his reception. This mi-
pifter, in the few days which he has refided
at Vienna, has already had the power. of
acquiring the approbation and efteem of the
whole court, the miniftry, and the nobles. I
was early in paying my refpets to him ; he
has repeatedly honoured me with vifits, and
we have glready paffed fome evenings to-
gether, under my roof; in a {mall fociety to
which I am accuftomed. So that I have had
the advantage of long converfations with
him, and found him cultivated, obliging, full
of various and uncemrnon information, and
of agay and graceful commerce, in which he
has the faculty of pleafing, without the leaft
tinGture of diplomatic myftery or dighity
hence, I venture, by virtue of my poetical
privilege, to predi&t, that he will fulfil his
eommiffion with applaufe:

Hitherts
2 :
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Hitherto he has lodged at a villa in the
environs of Vienna; but he. has taken a
magnificent houfe in the city, whete I fhall
make my court, when age and infirmities
will allow me: He has frequently fpoken
of you with regard; and I can perceive, ,
clearly, that he remembers you with affec-
tion. But lét this fuffice for the prefent, as .
it is all that my tumuiltuous hypochondnacs |
will allow me to write. ’

* Vienna; Auguft 18, 1774¢

/

LETTER IX
TO THE SAME.

Yot miy trace and afceftain, my deat
Sig. Filipponi, an almoft immemorable and
uninterrupted poffeffion of my tender friend-
thip, and are enabled to figure to yourfelf
what - confolation I muft receive from the
affurances of your affeétion, and the emotions
which your laft moft ¢ordial letter muft
have ‘otcafioned in my mind ; I fhall there-
fore not attempt to defcribe them, nor folicit
the continiance of your kindnefs, as neither
of us has it in his power now to change his °
fyftem. -

VoL. II1, .M You
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-You are now in the midft of the feftivity
of royal nuptials ; and we have no reafon ta
envy you, as we are likewife enjoying the
prefence of his moft ferene highnefs the
Archduke Ferdinand, and the charming
Archduchefs his confort, the Princefs d’Efte,
who has endeared herfelf to all the inhabit-
ants of this country, from the court to the
cabin. The magniﬁcexit and numerous de-
monftrations of joy, with which eur court
honours and adorns the prefence of thefe
great and beloved gueﬁs, are truly imperial;
but you will, however, far furpafs us in the
itrife of felicitation, as You will preferve
your acquifitions, and \We are not far off the
painful moment of being bereaved of ours.

Adicu, my dear fricnd. Preferve your
health, and continue to belicve me invari-
- ably vours,

Vienna, O&ober 12, 1775.

This is the laft letter that feems to have
been preterved, between thefe two old friends;
though Sig. Filipponi lived, and feems to
_h..\c continued the correfpondence, till the
'u(r 1779. The fol]owmo letter. of -con-
Woleace to his fon, is a mclam,holy record

- . . _of
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6f Metaftafio’s affliction, on the deceafe of a
perfon for whom he feems to have had fo
cordial an attachment.

’

LETTER X

TO SIG. LUIGI FILIPPONI,
Auditor of the Royal Chamber of Accounts te
the Kmrr of Sardinia.

THE melancholy news of the deceafe of
your worthy father, my old and moft cordial
. friend, Signor Tommafo Filipponi, did not .
arrive without an ill-boding precurfor. The
unufual long parenthefes which he begun to
make in our correfpondence, had already,
for fome time, occafioned black fufpicions,
concerning which I was afraid to enquire,
left they thould be verified. From my own
great and juft affliction, I can comprehend
what yours muft be, wounded at once, in
the two moft fenfible parts of the heart.
Butif I am not entitled to the fame degree of
pityas isdue to you, difdain not, atleaft, to al-
low meto be no unworthy companion in your
forrow, and in that affe@ion which we have
both had in coi_n_mon. Forgive involuntary

‘M 2 brevity,
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brevity, and believe me to be with the moft
fincere and refpectful efteem, &c.

Vienna, March 195 1779«

R ——

" The following letters of this period, will
thew how dexteroufly Metaftafio eluded
gratifying the vanity of authors, who fent
him their works, in hopes of obtaining from
his candour and politenefs, fome token of

approbation, as a certiorars, in pafimg them
through the world.

LETTER XI.

, TO COUNT DANIEL FLORIO.

With whom Metaflafio, ([ays the editor of bis
Letters) was in clofe friendfbip and corref-
pondence.

It is unneceflary for me to inform you,
Sir, of my internal and candid opinien con-
cerning the admirable Pindaric ode, which,
with affetionate partiality, you have been
pleafed to communicate to me. It neither
is, nor can be, different from that which
the produtions of your cultivated and ad- -
mirable genius “have always exatted from

me ;
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me ; and which, to do honour to my own’
judgment, I am never tired of repeating at
all times and in all places. To fecond, by
my obedience, your exceflive modefty, in a
moft attentive re-perufal of this moft neat
and finjlhed compofition, I have {fought,
with almoft malignant folicitude, for fome
little imperfection, which I might, with the
leaft appearance of reafon, point out; but
have not fycceeded in finding one; on the
contrary, in thefe refearches, I am more
and more convinced, that your poetic vigour
is encreafed, inftead of diminifhed, by years ;
and am confirmed in my Yormer opinion,
that whoever would be acquainted with the
true enchanting language {poken in Helicon
by Apollo and the Mufes, thould read your
verfes, Thefe indifputable truths I am
proud to know, and anxious to publith:
* hence you may eafily imagine what pleafure
it would afford me to feize the opportunity

which you would give me of prefacing your

" incomparable poem, when printed, with a
letter ; but, tor my great misfortune, I am
totally unable tq avail myfelf of this permif-
fion. And here I fhall relate to you the infu-
perable obftacle, Many years ago, it was
M3 the
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the cuftom of a fwarm of very obfcure in--
{e&s of our Italian Parnailus, imitating each’,
ather, to fend me their works in manufcript;
and afterwards print them, prefixing, with-
out my permiffion, the letter, which in mere
civility, I had written, in returning the MS.
I did not fail to refent this; but my letter
only produced a formal requeft, that my
opinion (or rather eloge) might be ‘printed
with their works. I refiected, that if I had
- only obliged thofe who deferved it, the reft
would have been in a fury; and if I had in-
difcriminately complied with every requett,
I muft have appearcd cither like the am-
bling nag of Silenus, cr a_moft impudent
and barefaced flatterer. Hence, 1 found it
the fafeft way, to excufe myfelf, madeftly,
to all. This law, which 1 neccflarily im-
pofed on myfelf, 13 now become inviolable,
from the juft fear of offending thofe to whom
I owe reipe@, and with whofc requefts, for
the reafons juft afligned, I was unable to
comply. Pity me therefore, my dear Count,
for my not being able to gvail myfelf of fo
favourable an opportunity of dz)ixig honcur
t6 my judgment ; and be not offunded, if the
genus trritabile vatem which impofed filence

on
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" on Horace, thould terrlfy x%.. 1 thank )ou.
however, for the partlahty Wthh fug §ﬁed:
the idea.

Yx;nm, April 15, 1775,

LETTER XIIL
To THE SAME.
AFTER a prolix reply to your laft favour,’
comes another, with a magnificent Sonnet"
to my honour and glory.  And what excefs-
of poetic furor could have ftimulated my
dear Count, after more than forty years of:
affetionate friendthip, to fet about leading:
into the temptations of vanity, a poor fol-.
lower of Apollo, who has already laid down"
the laurel and worn out lyre, and offer to-
him ‘that precious incenfe which alone be-!
longs to the luminous fons of fortune ? God-
fOI'O'lVC you.! "If I had not, for the reafon:
aﬁigned in my preceding letter, been depri-:
ved of the power of calling the mufes to my:
afliftance, and was npt. bufily occupied ‘in’
executing the orders of .my fovereigns, I
. Thould perhaps have tried to- revenge myfclf,
by another Sonnet; bit I am very glad Qf
this lcvlnmatc excufe, Wthh Kreens mc

M4 from
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from the difadvantage of a parallel, particus
larly with thefe thort arms, which I am un- _
ufed to wield, &c,

LETTER XIIIL
TO THE SAME.

My poor Nuge canore are unworthy of a
place among the choice and learned volumes
which you are colleting. However, if your
fond partiality fhould obftinately determine
on elevating them to fo high a rank, wait at
leaft till they are adorned with their nuptial
drefs, which our intrepid editor is at prefent
preparing for them at Paris; and who, if
he fulfils his promife, will embellith them
with eleven copper plates, exquifitely engrav-
ed, of which he has already fent me fome
proofs. This will be the necateft edition
which has hitherto appeared, and will, in
fome degree, be an excufe for jts admif~
fion into your library, as the excellence
of the frame may make fome amends for
the medlocrlty of the picture.

Vienna, April 30 :777

The following lettter to a young author-
of fome rank, in - fociety at leaft, if not
among
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among poets, feems worth “infertion, mot
only for the elegance and politenefs of our
author’s compliments, but for the judgment
and good tafte with which he gives him his
advice,

LETTER XIV,

TO HIS EXCELLENCY DON CLEMENTE
FILOMARINO,

A YouNG gentleman in the firft flower of
adolefcence, to have mounted already fo high
in Parnaffus, is a phenomenon, no lefs rare,
than important. The valuable fpecimens
which you have fent me, are fufficient to
manifet the uncommon fertility of your
genius, the wonderful perfeverance of “your
application, the vigour with which you in-
“yent and think, an,d above all, your natural
propenfity to a noble clearnefs and perfpi-
cuity, which has pot yet been feduced and
contaminated by that obfcure ftyle which has
ftrangely reigned, for fome years, in many
parts of Italy; where,.defpifing the favour of
the people, that is, of the moft certain

1arantees of immortality, and affeéting pro-
,fundlty of wifdom and fcience, wnters areloft
in the dark clouds of the.confufed oragles of

4 Delphos ;
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Delphos ; _their ftyle has not efcaped the
inaﬁe’rly whip of our great Venofinian bard,
m his Ars Poetica.

Et tulit eloquium infolitum facundza praceps :

Utiliumque fagax rerum, & divina futuri
Sortilegis non difcrepuit fententia Delphis.

Thus poetry precipitately flow’d,

And with unwonted elocution glow’d;

Pour’d forth prophetic truths in awful ftrain,

Dark as the language of the Delphic fane.

, Francis.
Confide, therefore, in your natural gcod
fenfe ; remember always, that the firft duty
of a writer, is to make himfelf intelligible ;
that the moft difficult art of being clear,
without finking into meannefs, is much
more generally tafted, than the bcggmg,
dignity from darknefs; and I'll engage
all my little credit, as an old Deacon
of Apollo, to fccure to you a moft dif-
tinguifhed place among the celebrated names
aof the elect Italian poetical band. )
The partial expreflions with which you

honour me, are extremely flattering ; and I
fhall not enter upon demontftrating their ex-~
cefs, left I thould bring on myfelf new temp-

tations of vanity from the fame quarter.

Vienna April 6, 1775.
“The
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The fubfequent letter to the ingenious and
eloquent Ex=Jefuit, ExiMmENo, will probably
gratify the lovers of mufical hiftory. This
bold writer on Mufic, publithed at Rome,
in 1774, a treatife in quarto, On the Origin
and Rules of Mufic, with the Hiftory of its
progrefs, declenfion, and renovation*®. in the
preface to this treatife, the author modeftly
confefles, that by a combination of circum-
ftances too long to relate, he chanced « four
years ago, to give a glance at mufic.” And
during that fhort period, he not only made
himfelf mafter of the art, but difcovered
great defects, both in its praétice and theory.
He propofes in his differtation, nothing lefs
than a total diforganization of the prefent
{yftem of counterpoint, which if adopted,
would probably contribute about as much to
the melioration of mufic, as the revolution
in the government of France has contributed
to the happinefs of its inhabitants. He
fhews no mercy to the ancient mafters of
harmony, and as little to the moderns, who
adhere to the old regime, ‘This author, a
{cholar, mathematician, and man of tafte

& Dell origine ¢ delle regole della mufica, colla floria del

fuo progreffo, decadenza, ¢ rinnovaziene. Opera di D.
fAAntonio Eximeno,

and
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~and learning in general literature, writes
with fire and eloquence, on fubjeis within his
competence ; but after trying to pull down all
the ancient temples to Apollo, the buildings
he propofes to ereét in their ftead, were fo
defeétive in defign and execution, that, they
crumbled to pieces before they were finithed ;
nor do his plans feem to have been adopted
by any man of genius or {cience, in order to
propagate his dottrines,

In 17735, this mufical Reformer attacked -
Padre Martini, the moft learned Contrapun-~
tift of the prefent century, in a work en-
titled, Doubts concerning kis Effay on the fun-
damental Prattice of Counterpoint ®*. And if
_ he had confined his cenfures to the too
great partiality and attachment of this good
father, to the ancient method of building all
ecclefiaftical harmony upon Cante fermo, he
would probably have formed a powerful fet;
but, extending his hoftilities ta the works of
all the fathers of harmony, and to the.
ancient fundamental principlés of the art,
his. opinions feem to have been no more

* Dubbio di D. AnToN10o EXIMENO fopra il faggio
fondamentale pratico di contrappunto del revereadiffimo Pa-
dre Macftro GiAMBATTISTA MARTINI.  In Roma,
I'anno ‘del Giubileo, MDCCLXXV. 4t0. -

' .  refpefted -
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réfpeted at Rome, or in any part of Itdly,
on the fubjet of mufic, than thofe of Luther
or Calvin, concerning religion.

It not only appears from the following
letter, but from other letters of Metaftafio,
that Signor Eximeno had proje&cd a fcheme
for printing this poet’s operas, with the
original mufic in fcore, which had been fet
to them by the great mafters of Italy, when
they were firft performed. To have affifted
him in the execution of this plan, and others
which he had in meditation, would have
occupied too much of the Imperial Laureat’s
leifure at his late time of life; nor does it
feem likely, that at- an earlier period, he
would have involved himfelf in labours of
fuch a kind, with a2 man fo decifive, and of
fuch difficult commerce, as D. Eximeno.

LETTER XV.

TO SIGNOR D. ANTONIO EXIMENO.

INpoLENCE (which at my time of life; is
but too legitimate an excufe) has not been
the only caufe of my tardinefs in anfwering
your judicious, learned, and affeftionate let-
ter of laft June: a letter which alone is fuf-

| ficient

.4



€ 174 )

ficient to convince me of the vaft extent of
your talents, the.value of the ample treafure
with which your amazing indefatigable ap-
plication has enriched your mind, the °
Japience of Horace, that is, the corret
judgment which reigns in all you think and
write, a faculty which has at all times been
uncommon, even among the greateft writers,
and above all, the debt of gratitude for the
exa& correfpondence of ideas which loads
me with fuch vifibly exceflive, or rather
affetionate partiality, as that with which
you honour me and my writings: But a
wifh (not a command) of my auguit Patro-
nefs, that I would write fome verfes upon her
delightful Imperial refidence at Schonbrunn,
has obliged me to run unexpeétedly to Par-
naffus, and bring thence in hafte, a tribute of
the few flowersthatI have been able to gather
in the humble bourns, beyond which I am
forbidden to afcend. It certainly was not the
merit of my homage, but my pfompt obedi-
ence which procured in writing, in {peech,
and in Imperial munificence, fuch marks of
favour from my generous fovereign, and fo
fuperior to my -hopes, that I cannot yet re-
cover from my confufion: and thefe, with
the addition of attending the prefs in print-

3 ing.
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\ing this late fruit of my exhaufted foil, have,
till now, entirely abforbed all my adlivity,
which has ever been circumfcribed, but at
prefent becomes more and more limited than
ever. )

After this juftification, let me, in the firft
place, thank you for the favour which you
have done me in defcribing the darknefs in
which you were involved, in feeking for the
true and folid principles of mufic: fince
the example of fuch enquirers as you, dimi-
nithes my own mortification in fimilar at-
tempts, which I' foon abandoned, in def-
pair.

The immenfe, and extremely expenfive,
-enterprize, which you have in meditation,
of publithing a new edition of ‘my dramas,
with their moft favourite mufic, and with,
fuch inevitably copious obfervations as you
will be obliged to give in defence of your
opinions, opprefs my imagination, which
-reprefents to me the enormous fatigue, the
exceffive expence, the little’ hope of your
indemnification by the number of purchafers,
and ftill morg, with the painful refleGtion,
-that I fhall be utterly incapable of aﬁiﬁing
you, as an able amanuenfis in this laborious
-undertaking, the dlmmutxon of ‘my phyfical

: forcc ‘
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force not permitting me to pay with puictiis
ality, or even with fhort anfwers, my debts
to all thofe who honour me with theif
. letters. |
My works, however, wguld be in.want of
but too much corretion ; but how could 1
plunge into fuch a fea of trouble? I have

already tired the public with too many of -

my gingling trifles; and, befides the vigour
and patience which would be wanting to go
over them again, I fhould have to combat
my vicious temperament, which inclines me
always to doubt of myfelf, and not merely
from excefs of modefty, but from infatiable

{elf love, which frequently makes me rejeét -

what is good, to run after what is perfects

by which means I run the rifk of choofing * **

at laft fomething ftill worfe than thefirft.

Add to all this, that the appearing in print -

has always impreffed and ftill imprefles me -
with fuch tefpe@, that without abfolute ne« -
"85

ceflity, I thould never have had the courage

to ritk its effeéts. I fhall here give yowa -

proof of this diffidences Many years-ago, 1. &

undertook and compleated an -extraét from

. s
H
3. !

the Poetics of Ariftotle, in which, chapter by - -

chapter, T confefled what I was able to whe:

derftdhd, and what remained ftill obfeute to

. me’ .
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me, in {pite of the diligence and fagacity of"
‘the moft illuftrious commentators ; I tried to

acquire a more clear idea of the nature of
Poctry, Imitation, and Probability. By examin-
ing the Greek and Roman dramas, I have
demonttrated the falfe foundation of fome of
the rules laid down by modern critics; and

have . pointed out the authority which the
~ text gave me, of laying down certain axioms,

which the prattice of more than fifty years'

has thewn to be erroneous. Even before 1
had made this extraét, I had tranflated into
blank verfe an exa& verfion of Horace®s
Art of Poetry, with the moft fcrupulous fide-
lity, illuftrated with notes, that were neither
common nor pedantic, but neceflary; and yet

thefe two labours, terminated long fince, not- .
withftanding the folicitations of my friends,-

fleep quietly in my port-folio; and there
they will remain undifturbed: as I cannot

poffibly mufter courage fufficient to publith - |

them. With -this - difpofition of mind, you
may.eafily imagine, Sir, what agitation your
affeGtionate and partial propofition of em-
ploying your pen in writing my life muft
have occafioned. Drive from your thoughts,

I entreat you, my dear D. Antonio, fuch-

wicked temptations, if you would not ex-
' VOL. Iil. N ceffively

LTERN
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ceffively afflic me by your too great defire of
doing me honour. It is a perilous generofity
to be prodigal of incenfe fo fweet to fuch as
me: it wouldexcite nothing but envy, difputes, -

“and malignity, among partizans; but ftill i

by means of your enchanting eloquence, it
‘were to fucceed to- your withes, in -obliging
the whole world to be of your opinien, and
‘you fhould- lift me up to the fkies, I mufk
confefs (call it weaknefs ‘or reafon, 3syeu
_pleafe) I do not feel myfelfiinclined te be-a
living {fpeQtator of my Apotheofis; With the
fame fincerity as I confefs my infirmity, per-
mit me to acknowledge my infinite gratitude
and true fenfe of  your partiality towards me,
which I regard as a moft valuable acquifi-
.tion. But how would it be- poflible -for Me
to inform.you - of the Beft Mufic that has
been fet to my operas, having fcarcely heazd
-of any but what has been perfarmed in
‘the theatre of the Imperial Cotrt? and of
this, the chief part bas been fet by the
eclebrated Coldara,. an'. eminent contra~
puntift, but extreraely deficient in expreﬁ' o8,
rand pleafing meledy.. . . .-

-.'The meft pajnful effet of - my mabdxty,
would be the diminytion ¢f your efteem :
but you ars too juft to ;eggrd 85 CRHNESBACKS

Do myoluntary
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involuntary defe@s: with this hope I fhall
therefore entreat you to believe me to be,
with the higheft regard, &c.

P. S. Tam impatient to free my confcience
from the weight of a great number of cor-
refpondents, who have long been unavoid-
ably negle@ed, for the reafons fpecified in
the former part of my lettér, in order to
“acquire leifure fufficient to enjoy the delight
and profit which I expe@t from the perufal of
. the'books which you have fent me: but'in
the mean time, let.me’ gratefully thank you
for the prccnous and obliging gifts.

chnni, Augnﬁ zz, 1776

- In"this ‘dexterous mannet did  Metaftafio
extricate himfelf from the wild and unrea-
-fongble proje& propofed to him by D. Anz.
Eximeno, and it thould feem, from giving
:an opiniod of his Treatife, and attack of
P, Martini ; for we hear no more of either.
% The Bard had another Roman correfpond-
.ént on‘his hands about this time, who withed
to inlift him in a fervice for which hé feems
‘at all times-to have bad an invincible repug-
‘nance. His fear of giving offence, and love
d’ tx'am;mby sade him decline polemics
Vs N2 and
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and comparative criticifm, not only with
refpeét to the works of living authors, but
even of thofe who' had been dead more than
2000 years. But let him fpeak for him-

felf.

LETTER XVIL

TO THE ABATE * * ¥, AT ROME.

THE affeCtionate partiality with which I
am honoured, by a perfon- of your uncom-
mon merit, would oblige me, in return for
fuch goodnefs, to be more punttual in my
anfwers, and more diffufe in my expreflions
of gratitude,did not the precarious ftate of my
health, and the ravages of time, which con-
{pire day by day to diminith my vigour and
ativity, deprive me of the pleafure of cor-
refponding with thofe whom 1 moft love
and efteem, and who have deigned to think
me worthy of their regard. From this in-
genuous confeflion, you .may eafily compre-
hend whether I can be in a ftate capable of
executing your commands, in giving my
fentiments on the Works of Sophocles and
Euripides: an enterprife very unfit for me to
undertake, who am by nature averfe, even

to
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to a vice, to the drawing parallels, which are.
generally odious, and, fubject to the infults
of critics and difputants. I fhall therefore
confine myfelf to the telling you, laconically,
that I regard thefe two 1lluﬁrxous Greek
poets, as two artifts equally excellent: that
Sophocles is {kilfully majéﬁié; Euripides more
fimple and tender : that the firfl is full of lu-
minous ideas, and the fecond of affeftions-
more true, and natural; and that both
equally aftonifh, by the conduét of the prin~
" cipal action, by the exat delineation of cha-
rafers, and by that moft difficult power of
‘modelling, and chifeling from the life, the
paffions of the -human heart But I com-
municate my opinion to you in mere con-
fidence ; nor will you think it merits publi-
cation, if you have any regard for my credit;
therefore, begging you tg qu,re my bluthes,
I remain, &c, '
Vienna, Jyne .1.,6.; 177§

e ———

The following letter to the fame anony-
mous Abate, who had written a dlﬂ'crtatxon
on Modern Mufic, a mufic which Metaﬁaﬁo
{cems to have cenfurcd with great chenty,

N 3 ' wil}
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will diftlofe to the reader the poet’s ideas on
_thc' fame fubje&t.

LETTER XVIL

“TO THE ABATE ¥ ¥ % A1 ROME.

Ir T was not occupied and fatigued with
my pre{'ent employment, and rapidly declin-
ing and tottering under the weight of years,
I fhould not negleét a correfpondence fo
~ valuable &s yours, from which I am certain of
- d¢riving fuch great advantages ; being well

convinced by your obliging letters, with what
rich add rare merchandize your ftorehoufe
'is furnithed. I congratulate you on the
' acqmﬁtmn of fuck meﬁunable treafures, and
wonder Kow it has ‘been’ poffible for you to
unite with the noify occupations- of the
Forum the elegant amufements of Helicon;
- and that, in fpite of Themis, you are able to
anoy fuch delightful paftime with the mufes.

“Thave, at lenm:h had the pleafure of read-
~ ing your dlffcrtatron o Modern Mufic, and
aﬁ'ure you that you have greatly furpaffed
my expetations. But.above all, I. have‘been
furpnfed at, thc arrangement of the materials,

: * the
2 4
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the neatnefs and elegance of the -ﬂs_yle,._ttw

ingenious texture of the arguments, and in
fhort, at the artful and mafterly manner in
which you have thrown lights on the moft
remote and dark antiquity,~ To thefe in-
comparable excellencies of profound learning,
muft alfo bs added, your initiation -into the
-myfteries of harmony, .which feems_wery
confidergble,, and gives great force, luftre,
- pnd wejght to your opinjons, With refpeét
to the intrinfic excellence of Modern Muﬁc,
I am of your opinion; and. agree with you,
“that its effe@s are few and fechle, comparcd
with thofe which Plato afcnbcs to the ancjent,
‘In. fa&, ovr muﬁc * enervates the mind,
‘being b, ext:emely artificial and reﬁncd
that jt 15 unpoﬁiblc to trace through it, cxther
probability or natural expreffion; and yet,
from infuperablehabit, it is become the reign.
jng model of almoft all the mufic of every
pation; as men judge more by their gars than .
by reafon+. By divifions and artful modus
latiqng of voice, and by the union of fo great
a nutnber of different inftruments, the fenfe

» The Iuhan
t Mufic is more the obje& of fenfe than intelle&; its
_ufe is to pleafe the car, nat fo improve the underftanding,
It has been faid, that mufic can awaken and excite fenfa-
fions, but cannot reafon.

N 4 AN
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is flattered and tickled to fuch a degree, that
it remains enfeebled, and almoft bewitched,
by thofe long and rapid trills, which, though
they refemble fo much the warbling of birds,
pleafe us much lefs, becaufe lefs natural.
The pleafure of converfing with you, drags
- me on infenfibly; and pleafed with this
tranfport, I flatter myfelf with the hopes of
your affectionate forgivenefs. -

Vienna, Septcmi)er 8, 1976.

—————— ..

Metaftafio, late in life, readily joined in the
almoft general complaint againft rapid and
difficult execution in mufic; and yet, at
other periods, he was partial to a Farinellj
and a Gabrielli, whofe chief excellence was
execution. The extraordinary talents, perhaps,
of thefe fingers greatly encreafed. the cele-
brity of his dramas; but when that was
firmly eftablithed, it was natural for him to
with to fimplify mufic, and render its powers
inferior to thofe of pbetry. Indeed there
never was perhaps a lyric poet who did not
liffen with an “evil ear to the rapturous ap-
plaufe given to a finger in performing an air,
of which, according to- the late Mr. Stilling-

S fleet,
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fleet, nobedy would -think of- rcadmg the
words, but the author *. = .

- We fhall now return to Farmelh, in th¢
correfpondence with whom there is a biatus
vglde deflendus, from 1769 to 1776, which has
not been accounted for by the editor of his
letters. _-In 1770, when I faw Farinelli at
Bologna, -and frequently mentioned Metaf-
tafio in our converfations, he {poke of him
as his beloved Gemello, thewed me his picture,
and, in 1772, Metaftafio {fpoke of Farinelli
with reciprocal kindnefs : fo that there feems
to have been no breach: of friendthip, cool-
nefs, or. diminution of affeftion, on' either .
fide, during the chafm in Metaftafio’s printed
correfpondence ; and the accident which
occafioped- it remains yet to be difcovered.

_LETTER XVIL

. TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI.
-~ My. poor abortion .of an ode to Schon-

brunm, is really born under the favourable

* Principles and power of mufic.

influence
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influence of all the platiets *. The appro«
bation which it meets with, to the wonder
and confufion of the guthor himfelf, is-cer-
tainly not merited by its intrinfic worth.
That it thould appear marvellous to my denr
Gernello; long blinded and feduced by his old
tender affeCtion, now transformed mto na-
ture, is a phenomenon not difficujt to ex-
plain; but I am ‘at a lofs to difeover how he |
has beén able to communicate his, partialities
to théir {fevere and enlighténed eminencigs,
to fucha degree as to incline them ¢ honqur
e with their benevolence and approbation.
It now becomes your tafk to endeavour to
- preferve the advantages which you have pro-
cured me, by repréfenting to them, with =
- your enchanting voice, my grateful, humble,
. and refpeétful fentlments to the Cardinals

" Borromeo and Buoncompagni; afluring the

- firft, that I have always prefent in my mmd
his venerated perfon, with all the ‘train of
~ great qualities by which it is dlﬁmcnp{hed

. and affirm to the fecond, that notwﬁhﬁand-
ing the viciffitudes which occaﬁoned ny

" % This ode, of which the author fpcaks in feveral let-
ters to different perfons, did not appearin any. of the pnnted
copies of his Works which 1 have feen, during hig life. It
confifis of twenty-fix {.q2a5, fix lines in each, -
auxttmo
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quitting my country before he had become 1
citizen of the world, ¥am not ignorant how
" much be has honoured it, and how much
his laudable a@ions, and amiable manners
have encreafed the luftre and fplendour to
whicl ke was born.

It is fome confolation to me, that your
farniliar complaints have had the difcretion
to fubfide, for a little while ; mine are con-
fant; but I dare not comphain : at my age,
¥ have no right to complain : murmuring
would but irritate my infirmities, and render
'exiftence more painful. We have here, as

well as you at Bologna, all the amufements
"'of the Carnival: operas, plays, Italian and
German, public and private balls, feftivity,
banquets, and vigils, without end; but all
thefe cannot produce, in this tranquil nation,
that epidemic hilarity, which in our gay cli-
mate ‘is transfufed into all chara@ers, fiot
only thofe that feek it not, -but forcing itfelf
even upon thofe who with to avoid-it. * And
at prefent, fuch as I are well off if they can
{defend themfelves from the horrible third
winter, which, like the liver of Prometheus,
" re-produces itfelf : and it is -certain, that
- without the valid patronage of our beneficent
ftoves; we fhould at pfefent be in the ftate
oo o - of
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of thofe prefervations which you have cer-
tainly heard of, in the mountains of La
Mancha, orthe Sierra Morena, 1 forget which,
that, without falting, become incorruptible
when buried under a deep fnow. But you
have fet me a fcribbling, though the nerves
of my head proteft againft it. © Adiey, dear
Gemello. I do not put you in mind of lov-
ing me, as, after {o many ‘proofs, it would
be a fpecies of mgrantude to imagine there
was any occafion for it: but by taking care
of your health, you will give the beft proof
of it, to your mof} conftant friend.

- v iemﬁ, February g, 1776.

LETTER XIX
TO THE SAME.

It is not to prefent you with the infipid
fruit of my exhaufted foil ; but ta fulfil the
inviolable right of our twinthip, thatI fend
you a copy of my ode to Scbonérunu, w}uch
. is juft come from the prefs, in order that you
may have the diftin&ion of being firft punith-
ed, in fome way or other, for the want of
merit, which but too eafily will be found in
my production. [ did not accompany my

OUHEROR. ¥ _ poor
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poor prefent with a letter, becaufe I muft
have done the fame to other perfons to whom
I owe refpet and gratitude; and the time it
would have required; would have robbed me
of the merit of folicitude. The more than
exceflive clemency, which my meoft auguft
{overeigh has publicly exprefled, in fpeaking,
writing, ahd a@ls of generous munificence,
has filled me with fuch joy and confufion,
that I wds a long time incapable of thinking
of it with anty degree of compofure. Be not
offended therefore, my dear Gemello, with -
my innocent filence ; you ought, indeed, the
more readily to forgive me, as the fame thing
would have happened to your own heart, in
fimilar circumftances. '

I honeftly difburfed to our friend Poggs,
the affetionate compliments which you
remitted, and he is to reimburfe you, on
account, when he fhall again fee the afs’s.
tower *. In the mean time, do you pay on
my account two hundred kind remem-:
brances, accompanied with innumerable pro--
teftations of efteem and affe@ion, to my

* La Torre degli Afnelli. A celebrated tower at
Bologna, three hundred and fixty feet high. This city, at
a diftance, has been compared to a fhip, of which the tower’
degli Afelli feems the maft. -4

o dear
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dear and worthy Abate Taruff, who is ever
prefent to my thoughts; withing him the in-
demnifications of fortune, who, at prefent,
makes a thamelefs parade of her hoftilities
to merit. My health is not what I with'it ;
but it is better than I have-a right to expeét:
{o that I dare not complain. Preferve your
own carefully, and fail through the alternate

good and bad viciflitudes of life, guided by
that found philofophy with which nature has
Yiberally furnithed you, and continue to be
aiways as much mine as I am yours. - :
Vienna, September 30, 1776,

LETTER XX
| TO THE SAME.

.. HErE comes another moft cordial letter
from ‘my beloved Gemello, who; through
excefs of affection, - repeats the approbation
which he had profufely given in a: former
letter, to my few ‘verfes on the-delights’of
Schonbrunn ; verfes- which have no ather
gnerit than what is reﬂe&cd on them, from
the general favour and veneration which the

pubhc beftows on"every thmg that’ ccncerm
my admlrablc Sovereign; and this- reBetion
aﬁ'ords
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affords me infinite comfort,. not merited by
the found of my difcordant lyre, but as an
indifputable teftimony of your affettion, of
which, though I am already convinced by a
thoufand - proofs, - new confirmations are
always received with delight. The thought
of honoyring my dear Gemello with a vifit,
is warthy of the generous heart of her Royal
Highnefs the Dutchefs of Parma, the illuftri-
ous proteltrefs of the fine arts; who is net
only an exquifite judge of the abilities of
artifts, but appreciates their probity, candour,
and {potlefs morals ; rare merchandize, and
not always Tufﬁcicntly valued. I can never
forget her perforiming the part of Apolo, by
which, with ler enchanting voice and ange-
lic figure, the rendered one of my feeble
dramatic compofitions, written by order of
my moft auguft Patronefs, admirable angd
fublime, and lifted me up to a degree of hap-
pinefs, of which 1 fhall ever be proud. -
The benign gracioufnefs with which I'have
been remembered by her Royal Highnefs, at
once comforts and confounds me, in th'e,\
generous manner with which fhe has deigned
to fignify it repeatedly, to the Venetian
Ambaflador, Count Durazze, and tc my
dear Gemello : agd from the fituation of your
L own

-
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own heart on fimilar unexpefted occafions,
you may perfe@tly imagine what muft be
the emotions of mine.

‘Adieu, my dear Gemello, I fhould write
a longer letter, if my conftant hypochondriac
affections, rendered more troublefome and
perverfe by the cold, would let me; but in
fpite of all my defets and mﬁrmltxes, con-

tinue to love me.
Vienna, November 13, 1776,

The next letter to Farinelli, dated March
13, 1777, contains little more than thanks
for a prefent of various things fent in a cheft,
which was not yet arrived ; and elegant com-
pliments and grateful effufions to Cardinal
Buoncompagni, for his partiality towards
him, and expreflions of gratitude to a
Bolognefe phyfician, who had enriched his
difpenfary with a prefcription in pure love of
poetry. He finifhes this letter in the follow-
ing manner: “1 fhall not fpeak to you of
my incorruptible complaints, which I pre-
tend not to deftroy, and fhall forgive all the
plague they occafion, provided they do not
furpafs my patience.”

The
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The flottigha, as he calls the cheft, being
arrived, he writes as follows :

LETTER XX
TO FARINELLI.

TuE day before yefterday, the soth ifift.
I was informled of the arrival at the cuftom
houfe, of the cheft, which you had fent me;
and yefterday morning, I received, and had
it opened in my prefencé, and found it full
of moft powerful temptations of every kind.
The firft thing I thought of, was to feek and |
tafte the fimnel*, chofen by you as a treat
for my favourite guefls. 1 believe this is the
moft delicate fimnel that ever came out of '
the exquifite fhop of Parthenope. Oh my -
poor temperance! thod art in the moft -
imminent danger. And how can fuch affauits -
be refifted? Thefe famous myrtles too! *
Thefe little boxes compofcd and ornamented :

* Mo ﬁamuola, is a (;ake made at Naplcs, of flour,

fugar, eggs, and fweet wmc, very different “from &
Shrewfbury fimnel, which is a rich plum-cake inclofed in -

an impegetrable cafe, or cruft made of flour and water, .~ -

and coloured with faffran, which preferves it from injury -

and decay in the longeft voyages to the moft remote parts
of the globe.

VOL. III. 0 for
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for the table of Jove ! Thofe excellent iced-
quinces, with which the maiden care of the
genteel inhabitants of the monaftery of Saint
Lorenzo, difdains not to flatter the palates
of others ; and that inundation of odours,
piquant and exquifite Hgueurs, with which
you fcruple not to raife a tumult in the too
‘ "_fcnﬁble nerves of your poor Gemello’s head !
But the moft violent fedution of all, and
that which occafions the greateft agitation in
my mind, is refle¢ting upon the kind man-
ner in which you muft have been for fome
time employed in the fervice of your Gemel-
Jo, while chufing, ordering, and colleéting to-
gether, fuch a combination of various, exqui-
fite, and precious merchandife. Accept my
moft hearty and affeCtionate thanks: but that
I may not abufe your kindnefs to the injury of
my health, and that thefe teftimonies of
your love, may be of long duration, they
fhall be enjoyed with the moft prudent par-
fimony. '

I received fome weeks ago, an obliging
letter from Signora Gracinta Betti Onofrio :
a lady who voluntarily, a few years ago,
began to honour me with her letters, by
which alone fhe is known to me. I an-
fwered them ; and as fhe faluted me int your

PN ) name,
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name, I charged her with my kindeft com-
pliments to you in return ; pray tell me, at
your convenience, whether the executed my
commiffion. Adieu, my deareft Charles. My
head rebels, and has been for fome wecks
more troublefome than ufual: but in fpite

of it, I have been, am at prefent, and ever
thall be, while I exift, yours.
. Vienna, March 224, 1777.

LETTER XXIL

TO THE SAME.

Yovr moft kind anf{wer of the 8th inft.
permits me not, my dear Gemello, to re-
main in that filence which my renewed
hypochondriac complaints but too juftly
authorize ; as, contrary to expeftation, the
return of winter has driven us back again to
the proteétion of our ftoves, which we had
abandoned. ‘The perufal of your letter has
been more efficacious in calming my gloomy
humours, than all the antidotes of philofo-
phy, which promife fo much, and perform fo
little. Thave difcovered how precious to me,
. are the choice and exquifite dainties with
which you have enriched me, by that ava- -

o2 ricious
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ricious repugnarice which I felt in diftribu=
ting any part of them, even to perfons to
-whom I owe the moft fincere gratitude : but
the pain which the facrifice occafioned, has
been recompenfedby the great pleafure which
~ the approbation of my friends has occafioned,
and by the renewal of the juft praifes be-
ftowed on the qualities of my dear Gemello,
of whith, to my great delight, I find the
whole world well informed.

I am confufed, and proud of the partial
benignity with which the moft venerated
Cardinal Buoncompagni regards me. And as
you are juridically authonfed to procure me
its contmuance, with the opPortune and re-
peated proteftations of my ‘grateful, dutiful,
and profound refpeét, I herc folemnly de-
clare you, in this moft important negotia-
tion, my procurator, or rather, my ALTER
EGo. Adieu, deareft Gemello, preferve
. yourfelf carefully, if you would contribute to

the prefervation of your, &c.
Vienna, April 21, 1777.

" LET-
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LETLER XXIL
TO THE SAME.

Ir you, my dear Gemello, find yourfelf
involved in the difficulties of the Plaga/tones,
I am not among the Authentic*. The laft
winter aflailed me with rheumatifm, tenfion
of nerves, implacable hypochondria, and
other gentilities: from which the prefent
benign feafon promifes to deliver me,
though with lefs promptitude than I thould
with, But according to the ancient pro-
verb, we fhould fuﬁ"cr under the aufpices of -
conftant refignation ; bopmg Jor good and
tolerating evijy~——-

I thank you for the important perfonage
which you made me reprefent in the con-
fiftory held by the three worthy. Cardinals in
your houfe : and when, and where, either
in {peech or writing, it is in your power, I
beg you. wil] not negle& prefenting t to them
my grateful and profound refpects.

An mtrepxd editor at Paris, has undertaken
3 magmﬁccnt and cxpenﬁvc edition of all my

® Alludingto the ecclefiaftical tones of Canto fcrmo, an
.(Qr accoynt of which, fee Hiftory of Mufic, vol. 1. p, 13,
° 3 works ;

4
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works ; and in informing me of his defign,
has tranfmitted to me proofs of eleven of the
plates, already excellently engraved : and if
the reft correfpond with thefe, the cornice
will be much more rich and elegant than
the building. I fhall in due time inform.
you-of the further progrefs of this enterprize.

Notwithftanding my having called for
affiftance in devouring the dainties with
which your feducing Flozziglia has enriched
my f{tore-room, I have not yet come to the
bottom of my ftores: fo that I ftill continue,
and fhall, the Lord knows how much long-
er, to mafticate your favours, and mentally
to embrace the amiable donor. Adiey,
incomparable Gemello.

Vienna, Juse 21, 1777,

LETTER XXIV,

TO THE SAME.

HaviNg read with the higheft fatisfaction,
fome weeks ago, in letters from Rome, that
his Eminence Cardinal Buoncompagni was
preparing to return to Bologna, I rejoiced
extremely at the thoughts of your happinefs,
and wifbed inftantly to congratulate you

upon
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upon it ; but my abominable hypochondriac,
or rather hyfterical affettions, were in fuch
a tumult, that I durft not touch the pen.
At prefent, as you have confirmed this pleaf-
ing news in your letter of the 2 5th of July,
which is but juft received, I fly with my
whole mind to Bologna, to embrace and
felicitate you, and to participate of your un-
expeéted happinefs, in fpite of the obftinate
perfecutions of my various maladies. Do
you be my eloquent delegate with this moft
worthy Cardinal, and contrive to convince
him of my veneration, gratitude, and refped,
What can I fay to the unfolicited generous
partiality of that moft worthy Marchionefs
Pepoli Spada, in favour of my poor filly
thymes? . The pi€ture which you have
drawn of her, with the enumeration of her
rare qualities and accomplithments, render
me proud of the acquifition of fuch a pro-
tectrefs, and I thould be much more {0 if ]
did pot believe her deluded by your rwinky

feduttion. I envy extremely the fate of that
" volume of my writings, which the Abaze
Pignatelli has exalted to the dignity of his
‘companion ; and am only forry that he will -
not be better rewarded for the trouble of
taking it with him, Exprefs to both my
gratitude ; you, who are not incommoded
04 with
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with my confufien, may do it much better
than me.

I expeét foon to receive the Paris editor’s:
propofals ; and fhall inform you, the inftant
they arrive, of the plan and conditions of
this vaft enterprize. He wrote me word
fome time ago, that he fhould affociate
partners, and take in fubfcriptions ; not for
advancing money, but to afcertain th® num«
ber of copies which he may venture to work
off. Nothing is to be difburfed till the work
comes out, which will be delivered by a
volume or two at a time.

Speak not to me, my dear Gemello, of
another floztiglia : 1 cannot get to the end of
the firft; think therefore whether I can
allow you to fend a fecond. Befides, more
virtue than I poflefs, is neceffary to prevent
intemperance in the ufe of your kindnefs :
and you, my dear Gemello, fhould be more
folicitous for my health, than fenfual plcafurc

“Adieu, dear Gemello: preferve in your-
ﬁelf a rare model of amiable, honeft, gene-
rous, and prudent men, in the midft of fuch
fcarcity ; be affured that I perfettly know
you, and therefore can never ceafe to be

truly yours.
' Vienna, Auguft 12, 1777 -
LET-
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. LETTER - XXV.

TO THE SAME.

THE fteady and neat writing of your laft
dear letter of the 15th inftant, the chearful
humour which reigns in it, and the gay
fympofiacs which you defcribe, if they do
not entirely make me amends, my dear
Gemello, for my affliction at the news of
the cruel and violent hurricane which your
health has lately fuffered ; I at leaft hope.
that this unexpeéted attack which you fo
valiantly repelled, was inferior to your .re-
maining vigour: and that it has made no
jmpreflions on your machine, which. can
difturb its equilibrjum. I congratulate you
on this gircumftance, though I do .not: with
you, however, to have ﬁcquent occaﬁons for
fuch congratulation. .

You thall be obeyed in due time, with
relpedt to the copies which you. with of the .
new Parjs edition; but the propofals not -
being yet arrived, I am unable to anfwer
your quetjes, :

I am truly fenfible of the zeal which his
Eminencg Cardinal Buoncompagni exprefles

L - . fot
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for correttions in the Paris edition; but
it is difficult to promife them all, as the
editions whence this will be printed, -are fo
numerous. 1 certainly fhall not fail to re-
commend the meafures he withes to have
purfued : and in the mean time, plume my-
felf in having my poor labours honoured
with the attention of fo great a Patron,
Prefent to him, I entreat you, my gratitude
and veneration, Affure the moft obliging
Marchionefs Spada, and the Abate Pigna-
telli, of my gratitude, and that they fhall
.be informed of the method of becoming fub-~
fcribers to the new edition, as well as of the
time for paying their money, and receiving
their books, as foon as I fhall know it my.
felf ; but of which, at prefent, I am wholly
jgnorant, .

Our honoured friend, Signor Poggs, has
been very long in paying you the fraternal
embraces which I configned to his care;
but the pleafure which you exprefs in receiv-
ing them, will not allow me ta complain of
this delay.

Adieu, dear Gemello: take care of your-
felf for your own fake, as well as mine, for
the reafons given warm from my heart in
my laft letter ; and which you, from grati-
tude and innate goodnefs, repay me with

intereft,
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intereft. 1 am pleafed with your panegy«:
rical expreffions, as proceeding from that
affectionate fhort-fightednefs, which makes
you mine, and me yours. '
Vienna, September 29, 1777

LETTER XXVL

TO THE SAME.

Tue hilarity of your dear letter, of the
goth of O&ober, which, I know not for
what reafon, only arrived yefterday, hag
given me more than ufual pleafure. If this
ferenity is a phyfical confequence of the
good ftate of your health, I congratulate yoy
on the folidity of your little frame ; and if it
is the fruit of your philofophical meditation,
I admire the vigour of your mind, My
thoughts have not been inadive concerning
you, during my filence : I have always been
thinking of my Gemello, even during an
indifereet attack of eryfipolas in my left foot,
which has confined me to the houfe four
entire weeks: and yet I owe it no ill-will,
as it has left me in a better ftate than it
found me, We are here up to the chin in
froft and fnow ; but grown callous, by the

frequency
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frequency of fuch favours, we pay littlg
fegard to them:

¢ Yet the Teutonic winter will certainly be
revenged for our prefent contempt, by fome
‘infupportably cold weather; but we flatter
ourfelves that it will not be of long duration,
and in the mean time, are preparing for
our defence, I envy your vicinity to the
- venerated Cardinal Buoncompagni, the wor=-
thy Marchionefs Spada, and the moft accom-
plithed Abate Pignate/li: to all whom I beg
of - you toprefent my grateful apd fincere
refpcé’t;.-

The printer, Reggiano, pledges him{elf for
what I cannot poffibly give; having repeat-
edly promifed, long fince, alt my inedited
works to the publither of the Paris edition.
He had better wait for the French prefs,
and copy into his edition all that is new in
it: but then thofe pieces will fiot.be inedi-
ted. It would be great pity if the whole
impreffion, as you feem to fear, fhould
remain on his hands. ‘The public would be
robbed of the numerous inftru@ians con-
cerning the dramatic art, which, in this
edition, would ornament my poor poetical
follies. Adieu, dear Gemello, forget not ta
" believe me, &c. &c, -

P. S
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“ P. S. Upon a more accurate perifal of
your letter, I find it dated the 1oth of De-

cember, and not O&ober. Therefore, it is
but juft to exculpate the poft.

Vienna, December 30, 1777:

LETTER XXVIIL

TO THE SAME.

ArTER a2 moft beautiful Spring, during
the firft thirteen days of the prefent month,
that had rendered this country warm and
{miling ; the treacherous winter is returned,
and has mortified the fields and plants which
had put on their green and flowery .drefs :
fo that your dear letter found me agajn
muffled up in the furs and flannels which I
had but juft laid afide, and extremely fcan-
dalized at the difcourtefy of this climate.
Since yefterday, it has feemed inclined to
behave better ; but I fhall not truft to it, and
fhall adhere to the fage Spanith proverb:
Hafla el quaranta de Mayo no te quites el fayo*.

You are all occupied with the reprefenta-
tion of Alcefte ; and we are equally employed

# Till the fortieth of May
Fling thy cloak not away.
by
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- by the facred eloquence of father Francefco
Maria of Bologna; who, in theItalian nation-
al church here, has not only colle€ted and edi-
fied a noble and moft numerous audience, by
"the fermons and difcourfes which he has fo
ably given, but greatly encreafed the juft
reputation and efteem which he had acquir-
ed in this city two years ago. His depart-
ure hence is fixed for the next month; he
is charged with my moft affetionate and
fraternal remembrances, with all the viva-
city which could be given to them, confiftent
with the ferious and refpe&able charaéter
which he fuftains.

My health being better, as I have hereto-
fore faid, than I have a right to expedt, I
dare not give way to the temptation, to
which I am but too much inclined, of com-
plaining. I muft, however, perpetually
recommend to you the care of your own
health, if you have any value for mine.
Négle& not to keep me in the remembrance
of the moft worthy Cardinal Buoncompagni,
and in that of the no lefs worthy and noble
houfe of Spada; accept my thanks for the
precious lentils which you have fent me,
and believe, without ever facnlcglouﬁy

doubting of it, that I am yours.
Vncnna, April 23, 1778.
3 LET-
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LETTER XXVIL

1 wisn, my dear Gemello, that our twin-
fhip made you refemble me lefs in the too
frequent irregularities of health; but your
dear letter of the firft of this month, con-
vinces me, that you are no lefs obliged to
be always upon your guard againft infidious
attacks of your tranquillity. I know that
the moft fpecific drug for our maladies, is
patience; but to put it in pratice requires
heroifm ; and it hasever been my opinion, that
the trade of a hero is not long fupportable.

" The benign remembrance of me by the
Arch-dukes at Milan, at once confoles and
confounds me : and I entirely participate in
‘the favour which they have manifefted to
‘you. It is but juft, that he who fhares your
‘pains, fhould partake of your honours. In-
cluded i in this account, are likewife the vifits
which you rccexvc from their Eminences,
Buoncampagnf and Simoni: to the firft of
.whom, I befecch you to renew the ufual
'atteﬁatxons of my .veneration, as well as of
.my refpeé't and gratltude to all the illuftrious

family
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family of Spada, and to all others who
honour me with their remembrance ; but in
particular, to the very worthy father Fren-
cefto Maria of Bologna; who, in a moft
obliging letter, has giyen me a very exat
account of the ftgte of your health, and of
my fituation in your good heart, as well as
of the affettionate and obliging reception
with which you have honoured him.

I Hope you havg already feen and read,
the propofals of Molini the printer, at Paris,
for publithing a complete and magnificent
edition of all my works: I fhould inftantly
have tranfmitted his propofals to you by the
poft, if 1 had not feen the names of Meffrs.
Tarzgﬁ of Bolocna, in .the lift of commif-
fioners for receiving fubfcriptions and deliver-
ing the books, when ready ; which rendered
my original intention ufelefs.

T thould lengthen my letter, but it is late,
‘and I have pcop].e all around me; fo that
with a tender and hafty embrace, I, for the

prefent, take my leave.
Vienna, June 18, 1478,

The fubfequerit letters of this year to
“Farinelli, are chiefly on the fubje& of the
4 - . Paris
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Paris edition of the poet’s works, arid mutual
complaintsof infirmities and deelining health,
In September, he fays—¢ Here, the feafon,
*¢ which had already threatened us with the
* return of winter, is again become {¢rene,
% temperate; and in every particular pleas
“fant; I hope that your’s is likewife
% changed for the better, and that the
* indifpofitions of which you complain, will
“ be all removed. Mine, by dint of habit,
% have familiarized me to patience ; fo that I
** do not complain of them, except fome
¢¢ phyfical fhock of the machine torm:?ts
* me more than ufual, Employ yourfelf,
“ my dear Gemello, as much as poffiblg, to
* divert your attention from thofe glgomy
“ meditations to which I perceive yop in-
% clined, and which, inftead of relieving,
* encreafe our fufferings. Your ?rmcr
« felicity was not fufficient to make ydu lofe '
“ your equilibrium; a proof, that your
“ mind does not want the neceflary vigour
“ for facing inconvenience.  Adieu. I find
% that I have already moralized too much.
“ Do not ceafe to love me, or, at leaft, to
“ think of me, which did not ufe to put you

“ out of humour; and I will do the fame:
- % confoling myfelf always with the pleafure

vor.ut., VP « I feel,
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« I feel, in fuppofing that I am po{fe{Ted‘of
“ your affeétion.”

LETTER XXVIX.

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI.

It is not from entertaining the leaft doubt
of your affeftion, on account of the time
that has elapfed fince your laft letter, but
to interrupt the prefcription of fo long a

~ filence, that I vanquith my too reafonable
* répugnance to writing, which daily en-
creafes with my age; and likewife to give
you on paper, a thoufand of thofe embraces
that I never ceafe giving with my heart,

* which Is always the fame for you. In the
news which has arrived here of the earth-
quake at Bologna, you have been the firft
objet of my refletions. But not’ having
found your name in any account which has
been received here, I have affured myfelf,
that you and your chattels have been unhurt:
and this 1 am the more inlined to hope, as

- \a letter from his eminence Cardinal Buon-
compagni, addrefled to one of his correfpond-
ents in Vienna, confiderably diminifhes the

* ‘horrors of the firft account, which were
‘ o extremely
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extremely exaggerated. The fame will likes
wife happen to you concerning the account
of pur magazine of powder being blown up ;
which by the force of tragic eloquence in
the firft relators, announced the deftruétion
of Vienna. Amidft all thefe events, my
health obftinately preferves a good appear-
ance ; but, though it deceives others, it is
not fufficient to deceive myfelf, who really
feel the infidious progrefs internally making
by the enemy : and, like a theatrical hero, I
am never able to impofe on myfelf in the
fame manner as I do on the fpectators. 1

Vienna, Auguft 19, 177§.

LETTER XXX

‘. -

. TO THE SAME.

Your moft cordial letter of the 12th inft,
.as ufual, full of thofe affeétionate expreﬂion‘s,
of which, without ingratitude, T cannot
doubt the fincerity; and feafoned with that
gay and ferene eloquence, which alone can
announce the regular equilibriim of our
humour, has confoled, rejoiced, and furnifthed
me with arguments to confirm me in the
hope, that heaven will long be propitious |
- P2 : to
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to my prayers, in preferving your life for the
" folace of your friends, and as a model
for thofe who are capable of knowing gnd
imitating you. I, who feel the weight of a
pen at our time of life, gratefully receive
inftances of that affe€tion, which ftimulates
you from time to time, to comfort me with
your letters. Padre Guardiano minutely
informed me of the delightful day which he
pafled with you in your garden of the Hef-
perides; and I confoled myfelf for not being
of the party, by thinking of your own pleafure
on this occafion, and withing you a repeti
tion of that happinefs 5 flattering myfelf with
the hopes of the Gemello not being wholly
abfent, though far diftant.

I believe myfelf entirely indebted to your
conftant partiality, for being ftill remem-
bered by the Spads family, by Cardinal
Buoncompagns, the Duke Riario, Signor Pign-
atelli, and Signor Germant Valdivia : and beg
of you to continue the tafk of helping me to
fecure fuch an invaluable bleffing, by repre-
fenting to them the refpe and veneration
with which I am impreft by their condefcen-
fion. Prefent particular thanks to Duke
Riario, for the pains which he takes in em-
bellithing one of my poor dramatic children

with
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- with his elegant mufic: and, in gratitude, I
" with him patience to perform the vperation.
Cardinal Migazzi, Count Rofenberg, and
the Spanith Ambaffador, will have your
compliments, whenever I am able to tran»
fport myfelf into their vortex, which is at
prefent too tumultuous for me.
Forget not, I entreat you, to render par-
. ticular thanks to our good father Guardiano, .
for the lively account which he has given
me of the extafy into which he was ravithed,
at hearing what a valiant defence your voice
has made againft the injuries of time. I have
it ftill freth in my memory, and I might
fay in my ears, what it was when you firft
afcended the throne of the whole vocal bands
fo that I am not furprifed at his furprife.
Vienna, November 23, 197g.

At this late period of the poet’s life, he
not only preferved his epiftolary intercourfe,
with furviving old friends, but accepted the
voluntary offers of new correfpondents, who
folicited his approbation, advice, or acquaint.
ance. Of the former clafs, was the Abate
Galfo, to whom the firft letter in the collec-
tion, that fecems to have been preferved, is

P3 dated
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d_aied 1778, when the Poet was arrived: at-
his eighticth year.

LETTER XXXIL

;1‘0 THE ABATE DON.- ANTONIO GALFO.

Six days ago, your moft obliging letter,
dated at Rome the firft of June laft year,
was fent to my houfe by Count Ernef
D’Harrach; which letter (I know not by
what accident) having been nine months on
the road, has at length put me in pofleffion
of your furprifing mock-heroic poem. I .
have attentively read, and greatly admired
it ; nor do I fee it pofiible for me, without
being guilty of ufurpation, to arrogate to
myfelf the title of your Mafter, with which
'thfough excefs of politenefs, you have qua-
lified me in your letter. How could I poffi-
bly communicate to You, that ardent, and
, proﬂigiouﬂy fertile vigour of fancy, which I
_feel but too fenfibly I do not poffefs?
How, immerfed as I have always been,
even to a fault, in fny conftant endlefs natu~
ral doubts, could I infpire you with that
frank and noble ardour, with which you
have dared to open and purfue a road hithero

_— . unknown,
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unknown, through which you have mounted
to the fummit of Parnaffus? Ah, my good
Abate, affault not, I befeech you, my due
moderation with temptations fo violent : do
juftice to your well-known merit: accept of
the fincere fentiments of gratitude which I
proteft, both for the valuable gift, and the
manifeft gratuitous partiality with which
you honour me, and which I moft amply
return ; and permit me, inftead of arrogating’
the title of Maiter, to fubfcribe myfelf your

- faithful Servant.
Vienna, February 26, 1778,

LETTER XXXIL

TO THE SAME.

WHorvER fhall read the lively, moral,
and feftive compofition, entitled I/ T em})z'o’
della Follia, The Temple of Folly, will be
obliged to confefs, that the author.of it is
truly a poet, both by art and nature. . I
have re-perufed it always with new pleafure ; -
I have admired its ingenuity, and harmoni-
ous facility ; and have difcovered in it many.
inconteftable truths, which have always been .
before our eyes, without my -ever feeing

’ P4 - them.
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them. Congratulate yourfelf in my namse,
if you pleafe, and in that of the worthy.
Count Girolamini, '

In order to avoid much writing, (an
ceconomy at prefent to me but too neceflary)
I anfwer at once the letter which accompa-
nied your paem, and that which you fent
with the letter of the Abate Sakvins, full of
affeCtionate and kind expreffions, which 1
return from the bottom of my heart,

Drive from your thaughts, my dear Sig,
- Galfo, as evil' temptations, the defire of
croffing the Alps, in order to undeceijve your-
felf concerning my merit; and be conftant
to bear with me at a diftance, Convinced
of the goodnefs of your heart, I fhall freely
avail myfelf of your generous offers, when-
ever any urgent occafion prefents itfelf : or,
rather 1 fhall begin now, by loading you
with injunttions to continue to me your
affetion and regard ; to believe me invari-
ably yours; and never to doubt that I am
Wlth the trueft efteem and gratitude, &c.

Vienna, ]uly 25, 1778,

"The Abate Salvini’s application to Mectaf=
tafio, being mentioned in the preceding let-
ter, -
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ter, this feems to be the place for its mfc;-. '
tion, .

»

LETTER XXXII

TO THE ABATE LUCA SALVINI.

I am extremely -grateful for your obligs
ing attention in making me acquainted
with the luminous progrefs of our academy ;
which, as you inform me, is rendered more
illuftrious ‘every day, by frequent and
fublime aggregations; and I fhould be
extremely proud, if it were in my power to
procure it the gratification of which my
worthy colleagues are at prefent fo ambi-
tious. But this is not the time for thinking
of it; for who would propofe-a place in a
literary academy, to a prince not only
occupied ‘with his ftate affairs in Vien-
na, but actually in the camp of Bohemia,
regulating the motions of two hundred thou.
fand armed men, who depend upon his nod?
and even if he were in his capital in the
bofom of the moft profound and tranquil
Pcace, my due refpect would not permit me
to utter with my lips the propofition which
you fuggeft. $o much. the lefs, as what
' lately
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lately happened at Paris is fufficient to dif-
courage fuch a liberty; wherg, though the
Emperor honoured a meeting of the moft
celebrated of the royal academies with his
prefence, yet he neither defired, nor was it

propofed to him, as I have ever learned, to

become an integral part of it. Perhaps
fome perfon high in office, honoured with
the familiarity of his fovereign, availing -
himfelf of the opportunity of chufing fome
favourable moment, might rifk the men-
tioning fuch a bufinefs; but thefe are not
operations for fuch as me, obliged by pru-
dence to confine myfelf within the narrow
limits to which I am reftri¢ted by the duties
of my office. You will, I hope, excufe
my perhaps too great timidity, which may
be indulged to an excefs; but remember,
that at prefent, my age will not allow me to
attempt the corretion of natural defets, or
bad habits. Punifh me not for this involun-
tary crime, by diminithing my favour, and
and believe me, with the higheft refpect

and regard, &c. _
Vienna, June 25, 1778,

LET.
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LETTER XXXIV. '

TO SIG. MATTHIAS VERAZI,
Secretary to bis Highnefs the Elector Palatine.

By the opportunity of a courier, I was
fpeedily furnithed with a copy of Europa
riconofctuta, which you have been fo obliging
as to fend me. In this compofition, I find
my friend, Signor Verazi, always equal to
himfelf: flowing, happy, clear, and rich in’
that enviable fertility of fancy which con-
ftitutes the principal merit of dramatic
poetry, and which communicates itfzlf to
all the inferior arts employed in its fupport.
I rejoice and congratlilate you on obtaining.
the favours of fo enlightened a city ; and
find nothing reprehenfible in the book you
fent me, except the manifeft excefs of par-
tiality, with which you publicly {peak of
me: an excefs which I can no otherwife
' accept, than as a confequence of - that dim-
fightednefs which the friendthip with which
you honour me occafions. |

- Vienna, September 3, 1778.
Metaftafio



( 220 )

R

Metaftafio, fearful of offending, and ever -
- doubtful of his own favour, both with the
public and his Imperial benefactors, could
never be prevailed upon to rifk the difplea~
fure of either; as he would not venture to
print any of his writings, till they had been
approved in their performance or perufal
while in manufcript, nor to try his influence
at a court which he had o long delighted, by
foliciting benefits either for himfelf or friends,
And perhaps to this prudent backwardnefs
in folicitatjon, he owed the countenance and
condefcenfion with which he was fo long
_honoured. However benevolent and willing
to confer favours gratuitoufly, princes may
be, it is natural for them to keep at a dif-
tance the importunate; who by being refufed
. what it may be inconvenient, improper, or
impoffible to grant, become a¢tive and im-
placable enemies, The following letter in
anfwer to a folicitor for court patronage,
through the influence of the poet, will en-
able the reader to judge of his reafons for
putting a negative on the requeft,

LET-



LETTER XXXV.

TO FATHER FILIPPO STANISLAO MELANO.

THE Sonnet which your reverence has
been pleafed to fend me, is worthy of its
ingenious and learned author, and I feel all
the weight of gratitude which is due
from me, for fuch a partial remembrance;
and fhould be proud if it were in my power
'to manifeft my fenfe of your kindnefs, by a
prompt execution of your refpefted .com-
mands. But as my admirable fovereign is
perfecuted with an inundation of bad Italian
poetry for the moft part, which fince his
journey to Rome, is perpetually pouring in
upon him, he has clearly expreffed his deter-
mination to receive no more. Now how
would it be poffible for me to have the
courage to demand an audience (as there are
no other means of getting into his prefence),
and pretend that he fhould lend an ear to
my poetical leGture, at a time when he is
immerfed in the ferious affairs of a war,
which is at prefent in its moft violent fer-
mentation ! By doing this, I fhould run too
great a rifk of injuring both the merit of

4 the
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the author, and my own chara&ter, for
refpeét and difcretion. I entreat you to fug-
geft to me fome more favourable opportunity
of demonftrating my obedience, and efteem.

Vienna, January 13, 1779.

"In the following letter to the Abate
0, we have the poet’s opuuon of contro-
verfy and polemics.

LETTER XXXVL

TO THE ABATE GALFO.

In the parcel from you, which I received
through the favour of the Apoftolic Nuncio, -
I find impreffions of two of my letters writ-
ten to yourfelf, in which their only merit is
the juftice which I render to your talents ;
and the having fulfilled this indifpenfible
duty, fomewhat diminifhes the mortification
which I feel when any of my writings are
printed, from that innate want of confidence
in myfelf, which through the whole courfe
of my life, has robbed me in a great meafure,
of the limited powers which were allowed
me. -1 am extremely pleafed at the perfeét

analogy
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analogy which there appears to be, between
my opinions and thofe of the learned journa-.
lifts which you mention, and congratulate
myfelf on the occafion. I with I were able
to felicitate 'you on the acquifition of that
tranquil philofophy, which the moft excel-
lent authors want, to render them infenfible
to the inevitable affaults of detrattion. But
remember, my much refpefted Abate, that
no race of men has been plagued with this
abommable contentious fpirit, fo much as
men of learning. Think of Scaliger, Eraf-

mus, Scbioppm, Muretus, &c. 1 pity hu-
manity for nothing {o much as that infirm-
ity, which by its violence, reduces men,
venerable for their doftrine, to the level,of
ators on a public ftage, for the diverfion of
idiots. If you'would avenge yourfelf and
cruth envy, it'muft be done by an encreafe
of merit. And the fpecific which I prefcribe
to you, is the only one which I have. ever

_propofed to myfelf.

~ Itis neceffary to be feized (as for my good
fortune feems your cafe) with an exceflive
degree of kindnefs and partiality in my
favour, to efalt into a2 model my old Epitha-

lamium, written duringt the firft effer-

vefcence of a juvenile fancy, when wholly

ignorant
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igtiorant how much it wanted g bridle; But
this kind of folemn approbation, with which
you have honoured it, has reconciled me to
it fo much, that I am now blind to its de-
fe@s, and am proud, that it has in any -
degree given occafion to fo new, delicate,
and pleafing a produion as yours ; or rather,
that it has in any way feemed to entitle
me to a fhare of your praife. I congratulate
you on the conftant favour of the mufes, and

am, &c. .
" Vienna, March 28, 177¢¢

LETTER XXXVIL'

TO THE SAME.

Your moft beautiful Epithalamium, neatly
printed, has been delivered to me fome days,
" together with the remarks of the learned
journalifts. 1 have received new pleafure in
the perufal of the firft, by the mafterly man-
ner with which you have contrived to retify
the miftakes of my early inexperienced
youth; and in the fecond, have applauded the
exaét juftice rendered to your extraordinary .
merit, which encreafes every day-—~Take
care of your health for the honour of our

‘ Parnaffus
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Parnaflus ; pity my neceflity for brevity, and
give me new opportunities of manifefting

my obedience to your commands.
: Vienna, Oétober 18, 1779,

Though the following letter, which feems
the firft that has been inferted in the collec-
tion of our bard’s correfpondence to Signor
Volta, is dated at fo late a period of his life;
the affetionate manner in which he ex-
prefles his regard, appears to indicate a long,
tried, and intimate acquaintance.

LETTER XXXVIIL

T0 THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLDO CAMILLA
VOLTA, REGIUS SECRETARY AT MANTUA.

THouGH extremely eager to receive news
of your health and welfare, I have never
accufed you, my dear and valued friend, of
negligence in tranfmitting it; well knowing
with what an inevitable croud of affairs, of
every kind, you muft be opprefled at your'
return to Italy : T am, therefore, extremely
grateful to you for the juftice you have done
me, in believing me always, in fpite of long

VOL. IIIL : Q. filence,
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filenice, the fame affe@ionate friend, and -
exact calculator of your great merit, admir-
able talents, and literary treafures with
which you are enriched; byt above all,
I fhall ever bear in mind your fweet.and
innocent manners, which render you always
pleafing to your equals; and fhall ever
remember my own acquaintance with you
among the deareft and moft honourable cir-
cumftances of my life.

Speak not to-me, I entreat you, of Theatres,
either tragic or comic. The firft, which
(as far as my powers have enabled me) I
have tried to render lefs abfurd, confpire at
prefent to combat common fenfe: and the’
fecond, in the midft of fuch innumerable,
not only fupportable, but good and excellent
examples with which the French have fur-
nithed us, have net yet found a tolerable
imitator in Italy. A very mortifying cir-
cumftance for our nation! But this fubjettis
too extenfive and abundant for a worn-out
- old writer, which, though in appearance it
feems in the fame ftate in which I left it,
is in reality fuhjec to all the laws of nature.

Signora Martinetz is extremely flattered,
though confufed, by the academic patent
which does her fo much honour.  She ren-

' ders
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der's thariks to You for it, as the believes hers
felf indebted to your declared partiality ; and
entreats you to reprefent in morse fuitable
eloquence than the has been able to do in
the inclofed letter to her generous promoters,
the moft humble fentiments of her unfeigned
gratitude. Counfellor Martinetz*, Don
Domenico, and Ercolino; return you their
beft acknowledgments for your kind remems=
brance ; and I'embrace you with the mof}
tender and eordial affe@ion. ,
Vienna, Auguft g, 1779

LETTER XXXIX.

TO THE SAME.

S16NoR Angelo Talgffit deliveted to me,

a few days ago, your dear and much refpetted

* Brother of Mademoifelle Martinet?, Aulic Counfellar;
and firft keeper of the Imperial library. Metaftaflo, on
his firft arrival in Vienna, took up his abode in the houfe
of their father, Signor Nicole Martinetzy Mafter of the
Ceremonies tp the Apoftolic Nyncio, with whofe family
he lived fifty-three years. )

+ Thie celebrated Improvvifatore’s who; wheii in London
oyt cighteen years ago; by his extemparaneous numbers
on a fubjet given, aftonithed even Dr. Johnfon; who was
very incredulous concerning this faculty; till he heard
Talaffi improvvifare at Streatham.

Q.2 letter,
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letter, with a magmﬁcent eulogium on the
poetical merit of the bearer, to whom I
am ready-to do all due juftice, upon the faith
of fo enlightened a judge as my friend Sig-
nor Volta, even before I have had an oppor-
tuniity of making the experiment myfelf.
But I fear he has undertaken a very difficult
tafk, in trying to render Italian Poetty fami-
liat and grateful to German tars; efpecially
extemporaneous numbers, which allow not a
moment’s refle€tion to the aftonithed hearer.
I thall do every thing in my power to con-
tribute to his favour. But you, who fo well
know the prefent paucity of my phyfical
faculties, muft proportion to that my hopes
of fuccefs. _
* All thofe whom you have faluted, falute
you again ; and L, with involuntary and in-
cvxtable brev:ty, moft aﬁ'eéhonatcly embrace

you, and am, &c.
Vienna, Auguft 18, 1779.

—————

The following letter is the firft which
_ appears in the colletion, to.a new and un-
known corrcfpondent, ambitious of the poet s
approbatxon.

LET-

- .
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LETTER XL

TO THE ABATE GIOVAN GABRIELLO MAC-
CAFANI.

THE violent and paffionate enthufiafm
excited in you by the perufal of my poetical
trifles, is expreffed in fo lively a manner,
both in. profe and verfe, that I make no
doubt, if you chofe it, but that you might
afcend to the fummit of Parnaffus. You have
exalted me, Sir, fo far above my merit, that
in order not to appear a bribed and feduced
judge, it is neceflary for me to be more
{paring than I wifh, in rendering due juftice
- to )"our talents. ButI find it impoffible to be
parfimonjous with refpet to the candid and
affetionate partiality in my favour, which is
difcoverable in all your expreffions: This
requ1rea gratitude and reciprocation, and 1
aflure you of both, with the utmoft finceri-
ty ; and with for opportunities to give fuch
proofs of them, as fhall render it impoffible
for’ you-to doubt of my beipg with due re4
{Pc& and efteem, &cu.

chnna, December 20, 1779.

Q.3 LET-
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LETTER XLL

TO THE SAME.

THE fable of my fuﬁ’erih_gs and recovery
from a dangeroys accident, afforded me new
information, and an indybitable proof of
your cordial affeCtion for me, as well as of
your admirable poetical talents; fo that I
think myfelf extremely obliged ta the inge-
nious inventor of the report, and congratulate
© you, Sir, on your abilities in compofing
Enlogiums, and on the amiable qualities of °
your head and heart. The reafons affigned
in my firft letter, and the imperious authority
of age, which, though it malignantly ftil}
permits me to write, will not allow me to .
exprefs fo amply as I wifh, the true value of
your obliging and beautiful compofitions,
- nor the affeftionate return, which is due for
your candid propenfity ip my favour : fo
that I'am conftrained, moft unwillingly, to
confine myfelf to the fincere proteftations of
gtatitude and eftéem, with which I am, &c,

Vienna, March 30, r780.

LET-
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LETTER, XLIL

“TO THE SAME.

TroveH the bufinefs of writing has long
fince become difficult and laborious to me,
and by the laws of nature is rendered more
heavy every day, my gratitude will not per-
mit that your very beautiful and truly poeti-
cal fonnet, which you have done me the
honour to addrefs to me, fthould remain un-
noticed : as it is not only a teftimony of your
exceffive partiality for me, but of your own
favour with father Apollo, and the tuneful
fifters. I congratulate myfelf on both, and
in return, with you fubjefts lefs fteril and
more worthy of your abilities; yet I fhall
not.ceafe to feel how much I am indebtedto
them, nor to be with all due refpect and

elteem, &c, |
Vienna, May 1, 1780,

R4 E LET-



LETTER XLIII
B TO THE ABATE GALFO.

BY means of our moﬁ worthy Apoﬁohc
Nunzio *, the mfalhblc SocrATES came in
perfon fix days_ ago, to inform me, that my
dear Sig. Galfo had courageoufly undertaken,
and happily fuftained, the difficult enterprife
of always furpaffing himfelf. ‘The tragedy
which has been fent to me, with its vxgorous
and feducing ftyle, richnefs of thoucrht viva-
city of imagery, folidity of doéhme in the
numerous moral maxims it contains, together
with the poctical fire which fo happlly
fparkle§ in fomc of the fimiles, confirms the .

~-

¥ Meaning Monﬁgnore Vifconti, the titular bifhop of
Ephefus, with whofe notice I was honoured at Vienna in -
1772. His Excellency was.a great collector, and nota
mean performer, of Italian Catches and Canons, and con-
defcended to furnith me with copieg of feveral fcarce and
valuable compofitions of that kind. See Prefent State of
Muf. in Germany, Art. Vienna, p, 285. It was this prelate
who obferved, when I excufed myfelf for arriving late at
dinner, by faying, I had been ftopt in the ftreet by
proceflions : RQuei gmfz Jon portaitiffini alle proceffione :
“ lhe Autftrians are extremely addx&ed to proceffions.”

vee 34w aﬁ"ertxous
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affertions in this truly philofophical repre-
fentation. The inevitable infirmities of age
forbid me a longer ufe of the pen; I fhall
therefore merely fubfcribe to the found judg-
ment of the enlightened journalifts, who fay
of you, that your firft attempts bear the {ftamp
of a mafter : pour des coups d'effai vaus fastes
des coups de maitre.

Vienna, Auguft 17, 1780,

LETTER XLIV.

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLDQ CAMILLO -
' - VOLTA.

THouGH writing, my dear Signor Volta,
is extremely inconvenient to me, yet the not
anfwering your cordial expreffions is impof-
fible. I too clearly difcovered the eftimable
and amiable qualities of your mind and heart,
during your refidence here; and I have too
. much pleafure in telling you how much I
love and efteem you, and how conftantly I
fet that value on your worth which you
have convinced me you o well deferve. I
hope you will frequently remind my much
revered Marquis Andreafi of my refpe&t.
Pray tell him that the Paris edition of all
A S \ my
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my works, has already begun to be publithed,
We have already received here three ex-
tremely. elegant volumes, and next month
are promifed three more. I wonder that
you have not yet received them. If you
cannot procure them from any neighbouring
city, it will be beft to write immediately to
the Abate Giufeppe Pezzana at Paris, who is
the diligent editor, ' '
Signora Martinetz is much flattered with

"your remembrance, and is joined by her

whole family in a grateful return of your
regard. Qur Don Domemco will do the fame,
as foon as I fhall inform him of your oblig-
jng attentions : affure yourfelf of my revard
pnd affeétion, and believe me, &c.

| Vienna, July 13, 1780,

LETTER XLV,

FO THE SAME. .

By the lively manner with which yoy
have been fruck at the fight of the elegant
Paris edition of my works, I form an idea of
my dear Sig. Polta’s fincere and affectionate
friendthip; and though I was fure of it be-,
fore, fuch an oblmno' proof of it cannot fail

of



( 235 )

of fweetly ftimulating my vanity. I will not
diffemble ‘the’ pleafure which I likewife re~
ceive myfelf, in feeing my children fo mag-
pificently cloathed and provided for ; but at
the fame time, 1 cannot deny my fears, that
this will give a furious opportunity to many
people to examine ‘too minutely how well
they deferve fuch an expenfive partiality, I
believe the edition advances happily; the -
Abate Pezzana having informed me in his
laft letter, that the firft theets of the fixth .
volume went to -prefs on the fourth of laft -
month. The fonnet of Count Bulgarini, is -
truly beautiful. I not only do it all due
juftice myfelf, but fuccciéﬁ]lly procure:it from
every body elfe; nor fhall I fail to put it in
the road.to our Olympus,

I fhould gladly lengthen my letter ; but
my diminifhed phyfical faculties hardly per- ’
it me to give you a hafty embrace.

Vxenna, Septembyr 4, 1780,

END OF THE THIRD SECTION,
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SECTION 1V.

THE letters of our bard have for {fome time
been confiderably duninifhing, both in num-
ber and length; and the comglaints which
he {o frequently repeats of his want of force
and vigour to reply, in the ample manner
which he ought, to the few perfons with
whom he ftill wifhes to keep up a corref-
pendence, feem perfectly real and fincere.
He is now (1780) arrived at his eighty-fecond
year, a period to which few mortals are
allowed to extend their exifténce. Howevery
his friend Farinelli, after fixty years trial, is
not neglefted. His letters to him, though
fhort, compared with thofe of former times,
are not lefs frequent or affetionate. Eight
of thefe for the prefent year have been
Pr_inted, of which we fhall givc; a tranflation.

LETTER L

TO THE CAVALIER FARINELLI, AT BO-
LOGNA. )

Your letter, written during the laft fighs

of the old yvear, has had the power to difpel

' ' - the
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the hypochondriacal clouds, which, during
this fevere feafon, are generally condenfed to
fuch a degree, that I feem in danger of lofing
the {mall remains of my obftinate patience.
Your letter, which breathesnothing but kind-
nefs, tranquillity, and that wife equanimity,
which preferves an equilibrium amidft all
the furious tempefts incident to humanity,
has infpired me with the wifh and faculty of
imitating you. Yes, my dear Gemello, ‘in
your neat and fteady writing, and in that
~ chearful eloquence with which you inform
me of the gay parties which are formed at
your country houfe, I exult in the folid
arguments which they afford me, of your
being ftill in poffeffion of that folid health of
body and of mind, which will not only pre-
ferve your philofophical gaiety in misfortune,
but ftill have the power of communicating
it to thofe with whom you converfe. May
that Omnipotence by which you have been fo
partially endowed, long allow you the enjoy-
ment of thefe bleffings, andfecond the prayers

of your conftant Gemello ! |
I have defcribed the charaéter of your
Ambaffador to the Countefs Figuerola and
Monfignor Perlas, prefenting to them, as my
credentials, your original letter, which they
: ' " have’
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liave entirely read, and highly conitended 3
your gratitude is due to them for the pleafure
which they exprefs in their remembrance of
you, whom indeed it would not be eafy to -
forget, among the many who daily propofe
you as an example of wonderful abilities,
united with candour, and innocent manners,
 But I entreat you, who have already
gained me the favour of fo many and fuch
illuftrious perfons, to be careful in preferv-
ing it for me, by bearing teftimony to my
gratitude and refpec, and reciprocal return of
withes for their profperity. You know that
I am now no longer a man to write letters of
great length ; but as an ancient inhabitant of
my heart, you ought to knew its moft fecret
and recondite receffes : and therefore, I de-
fire you to inform yourfelf, of all that your
moft faithful friend and Gemello would
write, if he were able, _
' Vienna, January 12, 1780

LETTER IL
TO THE SAME.

Your laft chcarfu_‘l and’ a&b&ioqé._te letter;

by the pleafant humour which runs through
3 ot
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it from the beginning to the end, has neatly
diffipated the dark clouds which obfcured my
hemifphere ; and made me bluth at my
inability to affume a fimilar difpofition,
notwithftanding the pompous phﬂofophca.l
axioms {o oftentatioufly difplayed in my writw
ings. You, in the midft of frequent earth-
quakes and the indifcreet irregularities of your
health, are not only able to defend yourfelf
from perturbation, but ca.pable of conceiving,
arranging, and writing, mufical compofitions,
which exhibit all the fcmncc and praétice-of
an excellent contrapuntift. The Duet which
you have had the kindnefs to fend me, is
marvellous, not only for the difficulty of the
labour which you have contrived to. difguife
in {o mafterly a manner, and the lively ex-
preffion of the words, but for the opportu+
nities it affords to a fine and cultivated
voice, to difplay its powers, in f{wells,
thakes, beats, appogiature, -volate, and all
thofe . extemporaneous and unexpeéted paf-
fages and embellithments, which are in- -
debted to you for their exiftence®. I have

o ' . + already

*We have here a comprehenfive defcription of good
compolfition and excellent performance. The poet, how-
ever, fpeaks not-only with approbation, but eloge, of his
friend’s invention and execution of difficult divifions ; talents

which
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already heard it performed feveral times, by
perfons extremely fkilful and intelligent, not
only in execution, but in the laws of har-
mony ; who were fo enchanted with the
compofition, as to comply with infinite plea- .
fure with my cagernefs to have it repeated
again and again.

-~ We are not perfecuted here with the fright-
ful threats of your earthquakes, but for more
than two months we have been ftruggling
with the moft horrid and obftinate winter
which can be imagined, and without the
leaft refpite.  Figure to yourfelf all that is
moft cruel in this dreadful feafon, and you
will conceive fome part of the infults and
inconveniences with which we are fur-
rounded: impetuous freezing winds, ice
harder than marble, deep, inceffant, and per-
manent fnow, which covers and renders all
objels of one colour: fo that to keep open
a little intercourfe between the inhabitants,
whole regiments of pioneers, with fhovels,

which he condemns fo feverely in others. Farinelli, with
his wonderful, natural, as well as acquired powers, was
the Archetype of all the rapid and difficult execution,
which has been carried to fuch excefs in modern times, as
to fatigue and annihilate admiration; which exifts no longer
than its obje@s are rare and extraordinary.

fpades,
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fpades, pickaxes, brooms and carts, ate Totts:-
ftantly employed; and even thefe are not &
match; with all their fatigue and diligencey
for the guantity of fnow-which-is falling
without intermiffion, and renews .and em«
creafes their work: The. Danube, with_
new-and ineredible viciffitudes, fometimes
fluid, arid fometimes "congealed, has at
length broken all the great bridges, by which-
the provifions.are brought to this populous
city from Hungary and Mordvia, which-are.
the chief difpenfers of its ‘nourithments
and ‘eévery thing is become {o dear; that the
.common people are unable to procure the
neceffaries of life. But this nenia W
too long, and tirefome: -Adieu, my -dear
Gemello: Let us preferve ourfelves for bet=
ter times; and in the mean while do you

continie to love, and believe. me, yours moﬁ!
faithfully:
- Viennas February 24, 1780: g

LETTER IL
.TO THE SAME:
1 RECEIVED a few days ago, a moft affeca

‘honate letter from: you, with a fplendid pres
“¥OL: 111, - r . fent
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fent of /igueurs and fweetmeats; with which
your tender and generous- friendthip, by
cxcefs of kindnefs, puts my moderation, fo
neesflary to.fecond childhood, te teo great a
trial. With this fb#za, 1 have likewife re-
ceived, the Aria of Thyr/is, of your compofi-
tion. I waited for leifure to examine the
whole, before I gave an account of all the
treafures with which you have put me in pof-
feflion. But during my delay, comes another
letter from you, big with a Cantata, produced
on the banks of the Munzanare, by the prolific
vein of Bonechi, and rendered admirable by
the enchanting notes of my incomparable
Gemello,. who on all occafion, manifefts how
much art and nature have confpired to dif-
tinguith him. The fame golden mine is dif-
coverable, whence the duet Mille volte mio te-
foro, &c. was dug. Butthrough the uniformi-
ty of ftyle, that ingenious diverfity appears,
of which expert compofers fo well know the
.ufe; wonderfully combining together the
lively expreflion of two effeéts, totally con-
trary. Adieu, my Head will not permit me
- 'to ufe the Afiatic ftyle to-day. Remember
my refpeéts and falutations to thofe perfons
who honour me with their remembrance:
- and .
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and continue yourfelf to me, what has been,
and ever will be to you, your moft faith~
ful. ' '

+ Vienna, March 29, 1780.

LETTER., IV.
“TO THE SAME.

On Monday, the 17th inftant, I had ad-
vice from the cuftom-houfe, of the arrival -
of the elegant little Petronian cheft*, big
with {weetnefs to feduce both the ear and
the palate. My firft care was to have it
inftantly brought home, the fecond to pro-
cure me the delight of being in your com-
pany, at leaft mentally, continuing to drink
my declicious ardent liquor from the little
flatk which you had already broached, and
to finith the remains of the Ferrarefe peaches,
defeftive only in the fmall portion which
you had tafted : fo that we have eaten and
drank together, by means of your kind inven-
tion, in fpite of the enormous trat of land
which divides us. I fhall make grateful and
frequent ufe myfelf of the incomparable -

# St. Petronius is the Patron Saint of Borocna, -
whence the cheft was feat.

R 2 peaches,
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peaches, but much more rarely and fparingly
(againft my will) of the fpirituous potation,
which by its too great a@ivity, puts all the
indocile, nerves of .my head into fuch a
tumult, that they are dancing like thofe of
a bacchanal, and continue a long time to
deprive me of natural repofe. Imagine not,
however, that your favours will remain ufe-
lefs ; I fhall eafily find coadjutors ready todo
juftice to the precious merchandife, and who
will be moft grateful to me, for the permif-
fion. The Palate'fatisfied, I thall not neglect
the Ear, which expefts my notice with impa-
tience ; and the Air of 777/, excellently per-
formed, makes me tafte a' new and more
exquifite pleafure, by the union of its infi-
nite merit with my own felf-love: for
though in this Air, not only the humanity, the
. fweetnefs, and fcience of my Gemello tri- -
umph, but the genius of the words, to which
he has fo wonderfully adapted the melody,
that I find them infinitely more beautiful in
his mufic, than I was ever able to make them
with my pen. The fame moft correét per-
former *, at length, without interrupting her
pleafant vocal employment, let me hear the

# Mademoifelle Martinetz.

! two
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two beautiful Sonatas, which are vifibly the
legitimate daughters of my dear Gemello’s
brain; and pleafe me fo much, that I have
refolved to hear them frequently repeated;
but by the fame hand: as I fhould efteem it
a facrilege to defile them with the inexperi-
ence of my own, which deprived of the
neceflary praftice, imperfeétly affifts the lit-

tle theory with which I have been able to |

furnith myfelf. The merit of both thefe
pieces is equal; but that of the firft in G
natural, in my mind, has fome advantage
over the minor fifter *.

If my head would allow me, I fhounld bc
very prolix in my thanks; but that not being
the cafe, read them in my heart, where you
have fo long been an inhabitant: pay my
debts with the dear and veperated perfons
who remember me: put not my too necefr
fary moderation fo often to the trial with
your feducing prefents, and continue to
believe me, &c, : _
Vienna, April 9, 1780.

* In the year 1770 when I vifited Farinells, at Bolog-
na “his chief mufical ftudy and amufement, was compof-
ing and playing pieces which he made exprefsly for his
different harpfichords, of which he had a great number of

- the beft and moft curious of the time. See Prefent State .
-[ Muf icy in France and Italy. Art. Bologna.

R 3 LET-
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LETTER V.
TO THE SAME.

‘WHEN I anfwered your laft letter but one,
I was at war with my maladies and infirmi--
ties, and fo ftupified by both, that I-knew
not whether I was male or female; fo that
I negleéted to thank you for a beautiful Can-
gonetta of your compofition, which 1 found
among your fweet-meats. I confefs my fin,
and beg your abfolution. Enquire not, my
dear Gemello, after my worthlefs health,
fhe is unworthy-of your notice : always the
fame impertinent ftrumpet. However, 1
hoped that by the return of good weather,
the would be a little reformed~——but not
entirely to relinquith hope, 1 have recourfe
40 our Spanifth proverb, which ftill allows
me a day or two more, ere 1 givc way to
defpair: bq/}a el quarenta de maio no te g-uzt-
tes el faio*,
~ If through caprice, you detcrmm_ed to
write down, and execute, fomething in mu-

* This proverb occurred to our bard on another occa-
fion, fec above, p. 205.
fic,
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fic, imperfe@ly, you would find the under-
taking impracticable: the machine organized
by nature, to the moft perfe& harmony, and
the heart fenfible to the beft paffions, as well
as long habit, would oppofe and vanquith
fuch an extravagant enterprife. So thinks,
and always fays, the ftudious performer of
your productions; who juftly -admires you,
having been long fince informed by me, nat
only of your profeflional merit, but of the
cother invaluable qualities which-are peculiar
to yourfelf, and by which you will ever be-
diftinguithed. She is, therefore, proud that
- you are pleafed with her approbation, which
does herfelf honour, and will do you no
great harm. Accept it, therefore, and earoll
her among the numerous band of perfons,
‘who, avec connoiffance de caufe, admire and
‘refpedt you.

- I would go on, but my head commands
me to Aalt, and I muft obey. Pay my debts
for me, to all my dear and refpeftable credi-
tors around you: particularly to the moft
noble houfe of Spada, not forgetting father
Guardiano of the {eraphic family, and con-

- tinue obftinately to believe me ‘your moft

faithful, &c.
Vienna, June 1, 1780.

R 4 LET-
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LETTER VI
TO THE SAME,

My worthlefs head may proteft againft
it as much as it pleafes, but it fhall not de-
prive me of the pleafure of anfwering your
moft affeétionate lctter of the 26th of June.
-But what fhall I talk about? fhall my poeti-
cal whimfies be difcuffed? I have written fo
‘many in my life, and talked abount them fo
amuch, that it would be a reprehenfible
delicacy to blufh at mentioning them to my
Gemello, who ab immemorabili muft have feen
all my defets; but he on the contrary, ex-
alts them, as laudable and exemplary quali-
ties. One of the moft diftinét merits of the
indefatigable Signora Martinetz, is theknow-
ing how tp do juftice to your ftudious and
enchanting notes, and to fee in them thai;
uncommon art, which diftinguifhes the beau-
tiful from the wonderful ; in which talent
there muft confequently be a unionof natural
gifts, with long experience, and an intelli-
gent and conftant application, in order to
juveftigate the certain fources of that perfect
RER harmony,
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harmony, which has a defpotic power over
the emotions of feeling hearts. In fhort, youg
admirer believes the does honour to herfelf, -
by honouring you ; and pumbers your friend-
thip and patronage among her deareft and
moft eftimable acquifitions. '

I congratulate you (not without fome
little fpice of envy) on the vicinity of ¥our
‘gardens of the Hefperides to the moft vene-
rated houfe of Spads, and confequently
grieve at the painful refleGtion of the im-
poffibility of my ever being of the party.
"1 feel myfelf very much honoured by the
obliging mention which has been made of me
to you by the worthy Padre Martini, and his
learned companion, the Abate Mingarelli ; the
firft ought to be already convinced, long ago,
of the high and juft eftimation in which, with
the whole world, I hold, and ever fhall hold,
his merit. And to the fecond, not unknowri
to m¢, I am particularly beholden, for giv-
ing me anopportunity of declaring my efteem
and ambition to procure his patronage.
Adieu, dear Gemello; I am tired, and muft
ere this have tired you. Therefore, inform
yourfelf of all that you already know I
- would fay, xf I were able.

Vienna, July 13, 1780
LET.
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LETTER VIL

TO THE SAME.

WuENCE, for heaven’s fake, could my
dear Gemello have taken the new and unex-
pected idea of making me independent at his
expence, by a pious and unmerited firoke of
generofity ! The very worthy Padre Guardi-
ano, to my incredible furprife, informed me
of it by a letter which I received by the laft
poft, and has made me conceive all the
grandeur of your true affettion for me. If
my faculties were not abforbed by fo many
indifpenfible anterior debts, I fhould profit
- from your admirable example, and imitate
your liberality ; but being utterly unable to
change the circumftances of my ftuation, I
beg of you to accept in return, my grateful
and fincere acknowledgment of being your
debtor *.

My moft tormenting head obliges me to
meafure my words : fo that I muft haften to

* It does not appear by any of the printed letters, in
what the generous propofition of Farinelli confifted; it
probably was his with that the poet would fpend the
remainder of his days under his own roof, at Bologna..

entreat
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. entreat vou to load in my ftead, our exem-
plary and partial feraphic friend, with all
the expreflions of gratitude which aie due to
him on my account, and believe me to be

~ your moft obliged and affeétionate Gemello.
Vieona, Auguft 24, 1780,

LETTER VIL

TO THE SAME.

Your moft affeftionate letter of the 18th
of laft month, is fo full of expreflions and
fentiments worthy of two fond twins, that I
perfeftly conceive by it the full extent of
- your regard for me, and what mine ought
-to be for you. I fhall take no pains to per-
{uade you what I am, with refpeét to you,
as your ideas would not fo exaétly correfpond
with mine, if you had not long fince been
convinced of the fincerity of my aﬁ'eé'hon.

Signora Martinetz has learned to know
your worth from her infancy, by my con-
tinual and authentic relations ; and encreaf-
ing in the manner the has done fince, in
harmonical knowledge, indeed to a greater
degree than was intended or expefted, fhe
has difcovered by her own {cience, the folid

foundation
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foundation upon which my reafoning was -
built, from which fhe derived her early
ideas of your extraordinary merit. ~ She is
extremely thankful for your moft obliging
pomplxancc with her withes concerning your.
fele& mufical labours; and proud of the
generous offer of your friendthip, the moft
eagerly feeks for fome opportunity of mani-
fefting her fenfe of your kindnefs; and [
~will be anfwerable for the fincerity of her
ﬂattermor expreflions.

I congratulate you on havmg, at length,
after fo long a parenthefis, again recovered
the worthy family of Spada for your neigh-
bours ; among whom, by mere dint of wifh-
“ing it, I have more than once in a dream,
found myfelf. Kifs all their hands for me,
‘moft refpeéifully, 1 entreat you, and affure
them of my veneration.

I envy the three firft volumes in great and
in {mall, of the magnificent and elegant
Paris edition of my writings, being in the
hands of my dear Gemello : but I hope their
contents-will be thought more valuable, thus
.ornamented, than I could ever perfuade
myfelf they would be. Pay, I entreat you,
all the debts of compliment for which I am

' anfwerable
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anfwerable to your obliging and benevoleni¢
friends.
ERPITIE Vienna, Auguft 31, 1780.

LETTER IX.

" TO THE SAME.

 Your kindeft of all letters, wrlittAex,lt‘thc
4th inftant, found me in the moft unhappy
and affliCting circumftances that I could
poffibly apprehend in the courfe of my life..
I have loft my auguft and ever adorable
Patronefs, Benefattrefs, and Mother; a lofs
for which I have not the leaft hope of ever
confoling myfelf! It is unneceflary to de-"
cribe my fituation to You; your fortitude
has been put to the fame trial, and you know
what compaffion fellow-fufferers deferve. I
I fhould now be your Gemello, in the virtue
‘with which you fupported your lofs; but
with which I confefs I do not feel myfelf
provided. Incapable at prefent of fpeaking
to you upon any other fubjeét, I muft entreat
you to fay for me all that is proper and refpeét-
ful to thofe where you are, who honour me
with their remembrance and commiferation.
Vienna, December 23, 1780. -

‘This
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This princefs, {Maria Therefa of Auftria,
Emprefs of Germany, and Queen of Hun-
gary) who had been educated with the moft
tender care by the emperor her father, was
carly initiated into the myfteries of the ele-
gant arts, to which fhe remained a liberal
patronefs, amidft all the perils and viciffi-
tudes of her reign, to the end of her life.
Her piety has been thought to border on
bigotry ; but if we may judge of its effe®,
by the tranquillity, happinefs, and affec-
tion of her people, compared with the tur-
bulence, difcontent, and deteftation, of the
fubje©ts of her unprincipled, philofophical,
and diforganizing fucceflor, we may fuppofe
that too much religion is lefs mifchievous in
a fovereign, than too little. In the two
long wars with her formidable foe, the late
King of Pruffia, the fupported the frequent
reverfes of her fortune with abilities, forti-
tude, and dignity. And after a reign of forty
years, in which fhe defervedly merited the
title of Parent of her people, the died uni-
verfally regretted, and her name and reign
are ftill remembered with the utmoft reve-
rence and regret, by her furviving fubjets.

4 A con-
o ’_ o
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A confiderable part of her life, was em-
ployed in beftowing benefits on the indigent,
particularly orphans of both fexes: and
among the laft words which fhe was able to
utter, are recorded the following, to her fon
and fucceflor, of which hiftory has not yet dif-
puted the truth: “If I have done any thing
repreherifible during my reign, it has cer-
tainly been without my knowledge; for k
have always had the public good in view.
My heart has never been hardened againft
the unhappy : and this is the greateft com-
fort of my laft moments.” She had been
made acquainted with the bufinefs of the
cabinet, by her father, at fourteen years of
age, and attended his councils. The fre-
quency of her petitions in favour of worthy -
objeéts, made the emperor one day cry out,
“ You feem to think a fovereign has nothing
to do but to grant favours,”’——to which
feeming rebuke, the anfwered: «I fee
nothing elfe that can make a crown fupport-
able:” and thefe were not words lightly
uttered without feeling. Innumerable in-
ftances of her benevolence and pity for the
diftrefled, are recorded. Having perceived
a fick foldier on duty, at one of the gates
of her pelace, {lie immediately ordered him
e ' to
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fo be relieved; and conduéted in a carriage
to the hofpital. Apd being informed that
this young man’s diforder proceeded from
indigence, and his feparation from a mother,
whom he was no longer able to fupport by
the labour of his hands, fhe fent for the poor
woman from Brinn in Moravia, which is
120 miles f'fqm Vienna; in order that fhe
might be with her fon. “I am delighted;
fays the emprefs, to herj on her arrival, to
reftore to you a child who is fo tenderly
attached to you: 1 will give you a penfion
for youtr fupport, to indemnify you for the lofs
of that affiftance which you ufed to receive
from his labour ; and I recommend to you
both, always to continue to love and cherith
each other. Thefe are my recreations. '—The
good woman, tranfported to hearher foverelo'n
fpeak to her with fuch condefcending crood-
nefs, cried out—*Though I have no other
child than, this which you reftore to me, and
whom I love more than my life, I WOUI@
this inftant fee him expire, if his death
could be of any fervice to your majefty.” The
Emprefs Queen, without any other guard
than the hearts of her fubjects, was acceﬁible
toall, without diftin¢tion of rank. ¢ Iam only
a beggarly peafant, (faid a poor Bohemian
labourer)
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1abourer) but I can fpeak to our good queen,
whenever I pleafe ; and fthe liftens to me as
if I was a-Lord.”—The emprefs one day
returning to her palace, perceived a woman
and two children whom the could hardly
drag along. Hunger had driven them from
-theu' rmferable dwelhng “ How have I
oﬁendcd Providence, (fays the) that I thould
be’ thnefs, of fuch a fight !  And immedi-
ately gave orders that her own dinnér
‘thould ‘be carried to them: and had herfelf
no other refetion than the tears the thed
over the mother and her almoft famifhed
'oﬁrsprmg “They are my children "(fays
the) and fhall never again be driven to beg-
gary.”’— [ lament the time I am forced to
give to.fleep, as it is a robbery. from my
 people.” The partiality of her Imperial
_ majcﬁy, to the charaéter as well as gemus
“of Metaftafio, muft have been long fince dif-
“covered by the reader of thefe Memoirs,
and will be further mamfeﬁed in the
"fequel

YoL: 1rt; $ LET-
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“"LETTER X
TO .FARINELLI.

WhaiLe you wrote to me in your bed in
.the neighbourhood of Bologna, ‘'your ‘moft
kind letter of the 2oth of laft month; 1,
(like a good twin) was in bed at Vienna,
‘where .I was confined by a vmleut f'cvcr, _
t.and an eryfipelas in my leg. ‘This ~acci-
dental {ympathy Julhﬁes our affumed twin-
_thip. The fever obliged me to kecp my bed
_a few days, and departed but the departu;e
ﬂof the cryﬁpclas does not yet permlt e to
.quit the houfe. :

- 1 thank you for informing me of . thc ﬁtfc
arrival of . the books, and for the g;ncrous

- and kind thankfulnefs with whlch Xou
reccwcd them I dare not enter on, the fui:-
A Je& of my lofs : 'you knaow' by q;pcrmncc,

" that wounds of this kind do not foon. digeft,
and that they never cicatrife till after a long
lapfe of time, if at all!

Signora Martinetz renders you her beft
thanks for your courteous remembrance of
‘her; which fhe returns with fipcere fenti-

ments
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ments of the high efteem that is due to fuch
excellence as yours. I moft earneftly hope
that you will foon fubdue your importunate
complaints, and am with ufual twinly kinds
nefs, yours moft faithfully. ‘
Vienna, February, 1781,

! LETTER XL
TO THE SAME.

I arlength vanquith my pardonable lazis
hefs of old age, to tell my dear Gemello,
that I am always his, in fpite of infirmities,
-which as ufual, never negle&t to ¢xercife my
tired patience: and to inform him, that.I
.have configned to Signor Milani, a . frnend
‘and cotrefpondent of our moft worthy Padre
Francgfco Maria, thethree fubfequent volumes
~of the grand Paris edition of my.works ¢ that
s, .the 4th, sth, and 6th, which will be
.delivered to you with more pun&tuality than
the former volumes. Thefe have been fome
time in my pofleffion ; but I kept them back
for three plates which were wanting, from
the .indolence of the Paris erigraver. I hope
-that the .other two /Jvragfons, which are
to complete the edition, will ‘be Kmore

$2 <,  regular.
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‘regular. Adieu, dear Gemello. Negle®
not your health, as you prize mine : Signora
Martinetz will not fuffer me to omit her
devout refpeéts; and with my old age and
obftinate affeGtion, I continue to fubfcribe

myfelf, &c.
. Vienna, April 6, 1781.

LETTER XIL

TO THE SAME.

1 uave this moment received, moft in~
comparable Gemello, your very affeétionate
letter ; and though I wrote to you but three or
four days.ago, to inform you that I had con-
figned the 4th, sth, and 6th volumes of the
Paris edition of my works to Signor Milans,
I will not leave wholly unanfwered your
cordial withes for my health and peace of
mind. Would to heaven the tranquillity,
which you were able to mufter in writing to
me, had required lefs patience to obtain;
but at our age, it is no fmall inftance of
divine mercy, that we flill exift. Signora
Martinetz, in this letter, repeats her juft
fentiments of gratitude and efteem, which I
inferted in my laft: and with a thoufand,

_ . and
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and a thoufand affe@tionate withes for your
happinefs, Iam, &c.
‘ Vienna, April 12, 1781.

LETTER XIL'

TO THE SAME.

YESTERDAY, the 28th inftant, I received
your very affetionate letter of the 15th, and
anfwer it immediately, from mere ¢agernefs
to talk with you, though this letter cannot
depart thefe three days. I perceive that
though thefe earthquakes and complaints
will not fuffer you to remain in peace, yet,
in fpite of them, you have the wonderful
courage and ftrength of mind to keep up

your {pirits, and to amufe yourfelf with run- ‘

ning over the keys of the harpfichord, or
with a plate of Neapolitan Maccaroni, which
there is lefs hope of obtaining here from our
moft learned cooks, than a Cardinal’s hat. -
I do not envy you this enjoyment, becaufe I
always feem to partake of whatever belongs
to you, be it godd or bad; yet, I hope you
will not fail to deplore my privation. I with
3 good journey and a profperous expedition to
pur worthy Padre Guardian, who has fo-

s 3 * {peedily
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fpeedily put you in poffeffion of the laft pub-
lithed volumes of my trifles: and when I
receive the reft, I fhall not fail to put them
in the fame road. You know that my bre-
vity is not a matter of choice; therefore,
receive with good humour, though fhort, my

" tender embraces, and believe me, &c.
Vienna, May 29, 1781.

LETTER XIV.

TO THE SAME.

Younr dear letter of the 11th inft. though
a:mixture of four and fweet, has comforted
‘me extremely; as after that abominable ad-
dition of af! ai!* of which you give me
an account, you appeafe me by fpcakmg
of dinners, harpfichords, maccaroni with
2ucchillo, and admirable company; con-
vincing me that filence has not robbed mie-of
the {malleft portion of your love; and I
firmly believe, that ydu will think the fame
of me., But, my beloved Gemello, the
whole months of July and Auguft, and

*Ax a is a contra&non of a:uto-amlo, help! help!
mnrder'
1c,Vcntccn
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feventeen ddys of the prefent month, we
have inhabited here the torrid zone, without
being able to breathe, day or night, froma
continual burning and fuffocating heat be-
yond what has ever been remembered in
this country. My poor nerves, which hither-
to only dreaded cold, are fcandalized to fuch
a degree by this ftrange irregularity, that -
“encreafing their painful tenfions and tremors,
particularly in my aching and confufed head,
they have rendered me unable to read, write,
andalmott to think ; leaving me, however, an
outward appearance of tolerable health,
which does not augment my own patience,
though it confiderably diminithes the com-
paffion of others, to which I am but too
well entitled. The very worthy Count
Gadd; has frequently feen me in fimilar fitu-
ations, and therefore has given you accounts
of the florid and happy ftate of my health, to
which I can by no means fubfcribe. I love
and efteem this Count extremely, and have
here many rivals, whence I hope that your
acquaintance - with each other, produces
reciprocal pleafure. v
Divide and diffeminate my thanks and
refpets in due proportions among the Mar~
chionefs Spada, Meflrs. Pignatelli,and Valdivia,
C 5 4 the
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the.-imcomparable Padre Guardiano, the -
Abate Mingarell, and all ‘thofe in‘ your
quarter of the world who remember me : and -
in return, I fhall have the merit of fecuring
the Countefs di Figueruola, and. Mon-
ﬁgnor Perlas, as 1 have already comforted
the indefatigable Signora® Martinetz with
your obliging remembrance. - Do you .con- .
tinue obftinately to love me-with all my
infirmities and complaints, which will never
be-able to make me forget you for a fingle

momcnt.
Viepna, Sgpgc@ber ;7, 1781,

LETTER XV.
TO THE SAME.

Your amiable letters, full of cordiality,
grace, and candour, are always dear to me;
and efficacious reftoratives, in refrething my
worn-out patience, at the obftinate tenfion
of the nerves of my head, by which I am
eternally perfecuted. I am*therefore ex-:
tremely grateful to you for this fuccour
which you adminifter to me from time to
time. But that I miglit enjoy it more amply,
I wxfh moft q.rdently, that your importunate

complamts
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complaints would render the exercife of yous
charitable afﬁﬁance, which is of fuch fingular .
ufe to me, lefs paihful to yourfelf. But let
us change the fubje&, and not contaminate
the confolation, which, by our cartel, we arg
mutually bound to afford each other.

I rejoice in the new and defirable acqui-
fition which you have made, by youracquaint-
“ance with the Imperial minifter, and his
moft worthy noble family, and likewife with
the moft learned Padre Maefiro Gazzaniga ;.
of the merit of all whom I judge by their
efteem for you. To the laft, whom you
will always have the happinefs 6f retaining -
_with you, give, I befeech you, a thoufand
affetionate compliments in my name; and
tell him that I fhall never ceafe to love
and efteem him, and to feel grateful for
his conftant demonftrations of benevo-
lence. Happinefs attend our- incompar-
able wanderer, father Guardiano! who,
among his other innumerable faculties, has
the power to infpire my delightful Gemello
with chearfulnefs and good humour, at his
charming dinners, his harpfichord, and the
gonverfations of his fele¢t parties. -

I.am arrived at the 7th 8th, and gth

......

-5 mit
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mit them to you by the ufual road; but ¥
would firft run them through, to difcover the -
errors that may Rtill remain uncorre&ed and’
at'prefent, the tremulons nerves of my eyes ’
are not fit. for fuch an operation (as you may
difcover by my hand-writing.) If this impe- -
diment ‘{hould be obftinate, I fhall poftpone
the revifion, which I believe is not very -
neceffary.

Signora Martinetz, in compofing an oras
torio, which the has juft finithed, has always
invoked your harmonical influence. Adieu, ’
dear-Gemello. Affure yourfelf of my obfti-
nate perfeverance in loving you, and behevq i

me, with my whole heart, &c.
Vienna, November 14, 178,:‘

-

L ETT'ER XVL..
 TO THE SAME.

- YesTeRDAY, December 16th, 1 ordered-
the 7th, 8th, and gth volumes of the new’
Pavis edition, in 4to, to be con‘fgned to our’
- faithful -friend, Signor Milans;'in order 'to>
forward them to you : and as T'ant informed;-
that our Padre Guardians 1s not’at: Bologra,
1fhall Jodge my advice to him in yeéur hands,

| "~ being
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‘being certain, that he will have notice of
this new diftribution of books elfewhere,
We have now three-fourths of the impref
fion, and I hepe that our-patience will not
be put to any great trial, ere we receive the
remaining three volumes.

The Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Muf-
covy, who you fo much admired at Bologna,
and whom we at prefent poffefs in Vienna,
where they are juftly adored, not only for
their elevated rank, but perfonal qualities,
by which they are rendered more illuftrious
and dignified, will abandon us the firft day
- of the new year, and I begin alrcady to de-
“plore our lofs.

Pray combat the winter vahantly, as I
ftrive to do, though I have no reafon to be
proud of my bravery. The female compofer
devoutly falutes you; and I, with my ufual
dofe from the waf pizzechillo, aflure you
that I am yours moft faithfully. -

- Vienna, December 17, 1781,

No more than two or three letters of this
year, except thofe to Farinelli, appear in the
- printed colleftion ; fo much were the poet’s
ftrength and afivity diminithed, as well as
the number of furviving correfpondents! -

LET-



( 268 )

LETTER XVIL

TO THE ADVOCATE LEOPOLD CAMILLQ
VOLTA ; E
" Segretary and Prefeét of the Ro]al Lzbrary at Mantua :

AN eryfipelas in my left leg, to complete
my fufferings, has confined me to my bed for
many days,'and which does not yet permit
me to quit my domeftic habitation, is the
caufe of this late arrival of my anf{wer to your
laft letter. 1have perufed and re-perufed the
fonnet, which I find worthy-of the fubjeét,
and of the author: and I am gratified with
the Ipraifcs which it receives from thofe
hearers to whom I take care to communi-
cate it. ] return you my thanks, not only
for being fo obliging as to favour me with a
copy of it, but alfo for- the public confirma-
~ tion of the juft judgment I formed of your
talents from the firft day I had the haPpincfs
of converfing with you in this capital. 'Con-
tinue to honour me in the fame manner.
Afcribe my filence to the 1rrcparable lofs
thh which we have bccn affliCted : accept g

. rccnprocal
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reciprocal return of the compliments: wich -
which you commiffioned me for the inhabi-
tants and frequenters of this houfe ; -and con»
tinue to believe me, with my accuftomed
efteem and affetion, yours, &c..

: ' ' Vienna, Fcbruaiy 5 148n ¢

> L. PO

¥ LETTER XVIL

~ TO THE SAME.

1 REGOGNXZE, tny dear Sigrior VoIta, all
the fenﬁblhty of your  zealous frlendfhl\p
in the mdxcrnatlon which you mmaniffeft in
commumcatmg to me, the Canzonetta della
vita umana, printed _under my name at
Florence. 'The merit of compofing it is not
mine, and 1 thould be for ry to rob the author
of his fame: you will therefore oblige: me
~extremely; by acquainting our friends. hppw
much I abhor the charaéter of a Plagiarift,
T:am ignorant how it happens to.bg my for-
tune, that:fo many generous poets: thauld
-uitdertake to affift me in the. produiop, of
children.. The imperfections of my legiti-
".mate and natural offspring (not all very, W%ll

: khown to me) are fufficient to difturb and

”'~"'plagw me, without being burthcned wnh
S ‘ the.
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A ¢ommerce with which I have been fo
Honoured and delighted, would Have - grabi-
fied my vanity in the higheft degree; but
my poor exhaufted humanity, has, at length,
much againft my will, obliged me to afk
quarter ; and God knows the difficulty which
1 had in obtaining it. Now you will be fo
“good, my dear Abate, to tell me with what
face 1 could fend public docurnents to Rome,
of my being able to comply with the requeft
of others, after having protefted that it wds
not in my power to oblige him? * Youare in
no kind of want of -my fuﬁrages, aid thofe
which I'have antecedently given, will leave
no doubt of my refpet for your produttions.
I fhall, however, read ‘what yOu have ferit
me, ‘when I can dv’ it with.a mmd 1éfs
‘opprefled, and with eyes moreﬂeédy i In the
mean time, I beg you will not confplre with
nature, in diminifhing your regard, as fhe hds
done my a&mty, but continue' to’ love’rde
as I am, and belxeve; me, with’ uftial efteenh.
. 5 Vxenna, Juden,— r78r
e —

The following is the .only letter: that,
‘appears addreffed to the fame perfon.. It
feems an anfwer to a letter of thanks from
the author of a recent Italian tra'nﬂmon

of
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of Homer, to Metaftafio, for his approbatlon,
of that vérfion. '

LETTER XX.

TO THE ABATE GIUSEPPE BOZZOLI.

THE juftice which I rendered to your
happy Homerical verfions, was not fo much
to increafe the celebrity of your literary
talents, become fo illuftricus by univerfal -
applaufe, as to do credit to my own judg-
ment ; which if it had been different, would
have proved ‘that I was ignorant what
learning, vigour of mind, good fenfe, and
conftancy, wereneceflary to conceive, under-
take, and condut, to a happy termination,
fo long and difficult an enterprife. You are,
therefore, only obliged to me for the advan-.
tages which I have procured to myfelf.
Cherifh, I entreat you, your gratuitous, par-
tial propenfity towards me, and extend a
fimilar indulgence to my age and infirmities,
~which hardly allow me to aflure you, in this
thort manner, of the efteem and affetion,
thh which I fhall ever remain your, &c.

Vienna, O&ober 24, 1781.

VOL. IIl. - T This
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This is, chronologically, the laft letter
in the collection, to any of Metaftafio’s cor-
refpondents, except Farinelli, to whom we
now return.

"LETTER XXI
TO SIGNOR FARINELLI.

Ovur laft letters on the fame fubject, met
upon the road ; hence, my dear Gemello, I
thould have had nothing to write about, if
luckily I had not an account to give you of an
unexpetted vifit from Signor Filippo Cavalier
Gattefchr, captainin thefervice of Ruffia, with
another officer, and a Greek lady, his confort,
who furprifed me,. and remained a confider-
able time in converfation; informing me of
the ftate of Italy, and the north, whither they
are now returning. During this vifit, I for-
got my complaints, more than ufual, while
fuffering from the intenfe cold of this climate
-and feafon : they fung, fpoke of you, and
the memory of my dear Gemello is a fpeci-
fic againft all my fufferings. The Cavalier,
-your relation, is extremely courteous and
animated, and I with him profperity equal
to his merit. If writing were not {o painful

to
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to me; I thould fay much more; but we
underftand each other without fpeaking :
that is, prefent my refpeés, falutations, and
thanks, to thofe at Bofogna, to whom I am
in debt ; preferve yourfelf carefully, during
this horrid feafon; accept the compliments
of Signora Martinetz, and believe me always

more than ever yours.
Vienna, Jaduary 3, 1782.

LETTER XX

T0 THE SAME.

1 BAVE no materials, my dear Gemello,
for a letter to-day, and my head protefts
againft the ufe of the' pen: andyet I cannot
_refift the defire of giving you a thoufand
embraces, at leaft in writing, and returning
you a thoufand thanks for the fincere and
kind pleafure you manifeft at the great
honour which it has pleafed the northern
princes to confer on me. . The phenomenon,
however, will not produce. the .fame effe¢t
on all, and I have reafon to fear, that many,
and perhaps the greater part, will be
puzzling their brains in finding out what
) T2 proportion
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proportion my merit can poffibly beaf),
with fuch an honourable diftinGion*: an
enquiry which cannot be of much advantage
to me. But let us have no more of it, at -
prefent. I think of nothing now, but the
- pleafure it has afforded you, and the proof
it furnifthes me of your true and conftant
affeCtion, of which, however, I had not the
leaft occafion. Give liberally, and in due
proportion, the ufual,return of regard and
affection to all thofe around you, who
honour me with their remembrance, and
accept the reverence of the female compofer.
Adieu. 1 fhall write more fully when the-
wicked nerves of my head will permit;
in tanto vafi a bizeffe, and am, &c.
‘ Vienna, January 24, 1782.

* The Grand Duke and Dutchefs of Mufcovy, in mak-
ing the Tour of Europe, when they arrived at Vienna»
made early and earneft enquiries after the Imperial Laureat,
with whofe merit they were perfeétly well acquainted, not
only from tradition, but his dramatic produ&ions, which had
been as frequently and magnificently reprefented, and as
admirably fet, fung, and performed at the court of Peter(-
burgh, as in any great city in Europe. Not content with.

“all the information which they could acquire of others,

concerning his private life, thefe great perfomages vifited

- the venerable bard in perfon; and when his chara&er,

talents, and age, are coniidered, the hanour of the vifit feems

reciprocal, exalting the good tafte of thefe princes, as
ion of the poet. :

much as th? reputation _;th: po::’ LET-
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LETTER XXIIL

TO THE SAME.

An, Ah!1 did not expeét this from You !
After fo many expreffions of affe€tion, pub-
lickly to become my rival in poetry! And
that no doubt might remain, a faithful and
authentic account has been tranfmitted to
me, figned by two unexceptionable witnefles,
whom I highly love and honour; and how
. 1s this rancourous rivalry and jaloufie du
metier to be reconciled with the tendernefs
of twinthip? The effort would be vain. It
is lucky for you, that your letter arrived
to inflime and encreafe my bile, at a time
when I was unable to write: not only on
account of my nervous head-ach, but a
whitloe, thatis, pe no mémardetto punticio, in
the ftitching or thimble finger (in the good
language of feamftreffes) the beft finger:
of my right hand, which obliged me to have
‘recourfe to the Cafarian furgeon foraffiftance,
which I have not yet completely obtained.
In the firft impetus of my profeffional jea-
loufly, God knows what indecorous expref-
ﬁon: might have efcaped my pen. But let

T 3 us
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us change the fubje@, as I feel, that fpeak-
ing of it, roufes irrafcibility ; and I believe
it is not your wifh, that I fhould revenge
myfelf upon you in mufic—What would
become of your fame, if I did ?—No, no—
Make as many verfes as you pleafe. I fhall
forgive the infult; and by the power of
twinthip, I will fuppofe them to be written
by myfelf. 1 know not of what fhtta you
fpeak, if you mean to fill it with poetry, it
thall be welcome ; but I proteft againft all
things elfe. I can write no more, ‘A&
liberally for me, and for Signora Martinetz,
in giving and taking compliments, and let
us feal our reconciliation, by a million of -
mental embraces, and, with ufual withes, be
to each other “as we were wont to be.”

Vienna, February 11, 1782,

LETTER XXIV,
TO THE SAME,

WuaT! then is envy, in mercy to huma-~
nity, no more? Neither here, nor elfe-
where, during this dreadful feafon, can I
find a friend or acquaintance who does not

o | camplain
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complain of want of health, We are all
~equally obliged to have recourfe to refigna-
tion : one prays for me, another for you,
and all are wifhing better health to their tor-
mented neighbours. My whitloe has at
length left me, but it was flow in taking
leave; my other complaints obftinately
. defend their pofts, and I my patienck ; but
I will not tire yours: let us therefore talk
of other matters. '

The great Servus Servorum, is faid to be
‘within two or three days’ journey of us; and
our Emperor, who from an obftinate com-
plaint in his eyes, is obliged to keep his
room, would otherwife go to meet him.
Heaven fend, for the fake of the Chriftian
world, that this unexpeéted vifit may be
Profperqus! - The Petronian cheft, which
as ufual, Hluftrates the generofity of my dear
Gemello, will oblige me to pra‘&ife a diffi-
cult 'and importunate moderation in the ufe
of its contents. But Signora Martinetz,
who devoutly reverences you, will heartily
fupply my inability, and begins already to
thanli me for the enviable commiflfion, She
has happily fet to mufic my oratorio entitled
Ifacco Figura del Redentore (lfaac type of
the Redeemer). It was yefterday performed

T4 in

N\
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in the theatre, for the fecond time:: And
notwithftanding the rigour of the feafon,
and catarrhs of the fingers; it was: not
defrauded of its merited approbation, This
facred fuu&ion' was performed- here for the
benefit of the poor widows of muficians,
raifing by the profits a fund, in -order ta
relievél them by penfions, at the deceafe of
their hufbands *, : o

Oh how many things I ftill want to fay A
But.what is to be done when we can do
pothing !. I beg you, my dear Gemello, to
a& my part with due refpet and proportion
among the many perfons in your neighbour-
hood, who honour me with tI{eir remems-
brance. The admirable Carlucciello is em-
braced with my whole heart, and the fraters
nal tendernefs confirmed of his immutablg
Gemello. _ I
Vienna, March 20, 1782,

: B S
p— —

This was the laft letter written by Metaf-
taﬁo to his beloved friend’ Farmclh, and

) * This plan was ci’tabhihed in imitation of the ongmal
Enchfh Fund for the Jupport of decayed muficians and
heir families, now called the Royal Saciety of Muficians,
whd fill fubfifts, ' See ALcount of the Commmaramn f
WGJIL:.“' T e e . .- 0

noo L | perhaps
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perhaps the laft ufe -‘which he made of hig
pen! For-in lefs than a fortnight after, hg
was feized with a fever, which deprived him
of life, and the world of one of its beft
inhabitants and brighteft ornaments ! But the
account of his laft ficknefs and deceafe, which
the accomplithed Mademoifelle Martinetz
fent to Farinelli immediately after the fatal
event, defcribes the circumftances fo amply,
and with fo much feeling and eleghnce,— that
we fhall give it to the reader, as much in
her own words as a faithful tranflatign -wil}

-allow,
TO0 THE CAVALIER FARINELLI,

. TrE lofs of a mortal who honoured human.
ity, is felt by all; but it is particularly
calamitous to thofe who, like yourfelf and
our family, were united to him by the
ftricteft bonds of a long and fingere friend»
thip. Indeed from the time of the immor-
tal Metaftafip’s firft -arrival in Vienna, April
§7th, 1730, he never quitted-our houfe, nor -
ceafed conferring benefits and adts of kinds
pefs on its jnhabitants: it will therefore be -
unneceflary minutely to defcribe the affli¢tion
ef my mind to you, Sir, whofe fenfibility of
’ heart
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heart and affeftion for your friend, are fo
well known. The ftroke, however, came
npon us too fuddenly: as the vigour of his
conftitution, fuperior to the age of eighty-
four, animated by a conftant and equal viva-
city' and incomparable wit, were fuch as
promifed 3 longer continuance among us,
_ notwithftanding the habjtual hypochondriac
affeCtions with which he was frequently
incommoded, but which did not, however,
- deprive him of the enjoyment of fociety,
fleep, appetite, ftudy, or other vital func-
tions, In the evening of the firft of April,
his fatal malady began. Returning home
from his conftant vifit to Count Perlas, he
complained of a chilnefs, eat very little at
fupper, went to bed at his ufual timeof twelve
o’clock. The nextmorning, at{even, hecalled
for my elder brother, Giufeppe, and cone
fulted him whether he had beft rife and go
to church, 'as he had intended, it being
Eafter Sunday ; but was advifed by him to
' remain in bed, as his pulfe was very quick :
an hour after, the fever increafed to fuch a
degree, that it deprived him of fpeech, and
he remained oppreffed by a heavy lethargic
fleep, which continued during two days,
“with fhort intervals, in which he was only

3 able
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able to take the medicines prefcribed by Dr,
Molinari, his phyfician. The fever dimi»
nithed fo much on the morning of the fifth
day, that he became tranquil, fpoke freely,
converfed with fome of his friends, who
vifited him, and was able, after dinner, tq
have the facrament adminiftered to him,
You may imagine, Sir, what great confola-
tion this afforded us; but our hopes were .of
fhort duration, for at night, the fever re-
turned with fuch violencc, that every day he- .
became more lethargic, and baffled all the
{kill of the moft able phyficians, who met in
confyltation ; {o that on the 12th.of April,
between eleven and twelve o’clock at night,
he finally, without much agony, rendered his
fublime {pirit into the hands of the eternal
Creator, in the prefence of his confeflor,
having three hours befere received the gene-
ral abfolution of the Apoftolic Nuncio. Now,
fince every mortal muft pay the tribute of
humanity, it was fome alleviation to our
forrows, for {o great a lofs, to refleét, that
this illuftrious man, after having with uni<
verfal applaufe, employed his extraordinary
talents in inftrufting and delighting man-
kind, and amply fulfilled all the duties of a
true Chriftian, of an eminent writer, and
agquired
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acquired the indifputable. title of the firft
poct of the age, thould enjoy, at prefent,
the worthy and everlafting mede of his
fevere r{:&itudc, probity, intcgrity, and mo-
rals, _ .
For the Bologna prefent, generoufly
intended for me, you muft content yo6urfelf,
Sir, as yet with my fincere thanks: when it
. arrives here, I fhall be more diffufe in my
acknowledgments, and with my information
of its fafety, give due praife to its kind con-
tents, In the mean time, accept the moft
fincere affurances of the reverence, efteem,
and refpeéful confideration, with which I
have the honour to be, &c,
’ Vienna, May g, 1782.

His friend and adopted twin, CARLqQ
Broscui, commonly called FARINELLI, {ur-
vived this event but a fhort time ; the poet
dying April 12th, 1782, and the mufician
September 22d, of the fame year, having
arrived at the great age of cighty-one.—Let
pot libertinifm, indelicacy, or- inhumanity,
ridicule or degrade this maft excellent and
worthy perfonage, for the cruelty of ‘avarir
cious parents during childhood! His talents

had



( 285 )
had effes upon his hearers beyond thofe of
any mufical performer in modern times(d):
and it may be doubted, whether the moﬁ
celebrated muficians of antiquity, Orpheus,
Linus, or Amphion, however miraculous
their powers over the heart of man, ever
‘excited fuch fplendid and folid munificence
in their hearers (¢). His extraordinary voice
and almoft fupernatural powers of execution,
have been fo often celebrated in every part
of Europe, that nething need be added here
to his public profeflional charaéter; and in
the courfe of this work, the numerous and
impreflfive eulogies of fo exquifite a moralift
and judge of the human heart as Metaftafio,
muft have exalted his private virtues and
condut through life, to an uncommon pitch
of excellence. In my youth, during the
keennefs of curiofity, concerning the life of
this portentous performer, I had accounts
from the higheft authority, of his modefty,
humility, and benevolent propenfities, during
his fplendid refidence at Madrid, while in
the tneridian of royal favour, invefted with:

(d) See Italian Muf. Tour, and Hift. of Muf. vol. iv.
(¢) The King of Spain, fettled a penfion on him for life,
of 2000l. (many dccounts fay 3000l.) fterl. per ann. with
honours, privileges, and prefents innwmerable. '
: wealth,
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Wvealth, honours, and influence, fufficient t&
excite every fpecies of envy, hatred, and
malice, in all the orders of fociety. Yet fo
found were his intelle¢ts, fo fage and judicious
his condu, that he cannot fo properly be faid
~ to have efcaped the fhafts of envy, as to have
prevented their being fhet at him. Of
almoft all other great fingers, we hear of
their intoxication by praife and profperity,
and of their caprice, infolence; andabfurdities;
at fome time or other; but of Farinells,
fuperior to them all in talents, fame, and for-
. tune, the records of folly among the /poi#
. cbildren of Apollo, furnith no one dif-
graceful anecdote. It was not till after
this moft aftonithing performer and worthy
man had defcended with dignity from the
height of his former eminence, pewer,
‘and royal favour, that I had the plea-
fure of contemplating his manners, and
enjoying his converfation at Bologna; but
I do not remember that I ever was more
fatisfied or lefs difappointed in approximat-
ing celebrity. Roufleau fays of Philofophers,
that “the only prejudice of which they
cured him, on acquaintance, was the having
thought them, at a diftance, fuperior to other
mortals.” But Farinelli, inftead of lofing
] ground
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€round in my favour by a clofe examination,
confiderably augmented my refpeét and ad-
miration. With all the eafe and grace of a
man of the world of high rank, long accuf-
tomed to the praétice of urbanity, he joined
intelligence, information, franknefs and can-
dour. Farinelli’s mind was entire, whatever
mutilations its manfion may have fuffered.
If vice, rafhnefs, imprudence, or any thing
in which his own volition might be accufed,
had rendered him different from his fellow
creatures, reproach and contempt would
have been juftly his due. But when it is
confidered, that-ever fince he became a free-
agent, his whole life was not only inoxious,
but exemplary, in the praétice of all the focial,
friendly, benevolent, and amiable virtues;
that ' with natural powers, and acquired ta-
lents for delighting others in the moft inno-
cent and exquifite manner, he never loft his
equanimity in the midft of the higheft and
moft inebriating profperity and applaufe, but
remained humble, modeft, and fteady in his
duty, gratitude, friendfhips, and attachment
to his family and country ; it {feems as if the
involuntary lofs of the moft grofs and ‘com-
mon of all animal faculties, had .been the -
| only
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only degradmg cn'cumﬁance of Ius exifts

" ence ().

METAsTASIO S death illuftrated the princiz
ples and pradtice of his life. Pious and firm
in the belief of the religion of his country,
he courageoufly, in his laft moments, relied
on the promifed propitiation of his Saviour
and on receiving the facrament a very fhort

‘ Itixhc before he expired, exclaimed,

T offro il tuo proprio figlioy
Che gia d’amore in pegnoy
Raechiufo in picciol fegno
S8i volle a noi donar.

A lus #ivolgi il eiglioy
Guarda chi Loffrs} ¢ poi

(f) It is not eafy to account, rationally, for the total
filence of all Metaftafio’s biographers, on the fubject of
his Jong, conftant, and ardent friendfhip for this extraordi-
nary and worthy perfon ; though a volume and half of his
letters are addrefled to him, they feem afhamed to mention
his name, Signor Mattei, indeed, has once condefcended
to fpeak of a letter to the Eunuch Farrinelli*—Why this
contempt? If the vulgar and jocofe chufe to thew fupe-
riority by their farcaftic attempts at wit, they muft not b
robbed of fo obvious and tempting -an opportunity ; but
that men who fancy themfelves philofophers, and elevated
above plebeian prejudices, fhouldjoin inthe cruel confpu'acy,
is a difgrace to wifdom and leammg

® Memarie prer fervire alla vita di Metaftsfio. p. 4x. .
Lafei
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Lafei, Signor, [e vuoi,
Lafcia di perdonar (g).
O Lord, permit me, now my race is run,
While hov’ring o’er the gaping grave,
To offer up to Thee, thy only Son
In facrifice, my foul to fave,

Sec whom I offer; oh, behold him, Lord,
And for his fake my crimes excufe ;

O turn thine eyes, and then refufe t’afford
Thy mercy, if thou canft refufe.

Dr. Johnfon, equally pious, and impreffed
with the deepeft conviétion of the myftery of
the incarnation, had too little reliance on
his own merits, to think himfelf deferving
of falvation, through his redeemer. - With
all his native courage, inftead of boldly
meeting his diffolution, he would gladly have
fuffered the moft excruciating terreftrial tor-
ments, to have poftponed the event. During .
his laft vifit to his friend Dr. Taylor, in -
Derbythire, about four months before his- -
deceafe, he fays, in a letter to me, 1 ftrug- N
gle hard for life. I take phyfic, and take

(g) This prayer was not pronounced extempore, as may. -
be feen in the tenth volume of the Nics edition of his
works, where it conftitutes (with a_’fmall difference) the
laft Stanza of his Paraphrafe on the Mifereze, or fifty-ficft
pfalm, a pofthumous work,

VOL. III.- v  airg

-



( 290 )

.air; my friend’s chariot is always ready.
~We have run this morning, twenty-four
miles, and could run forty-eight more. Bu#
who can run the race with death ?”
Metaftafio was interred in the parifh
church of Saint Michael, in Vienna, the .
14th of April. The funeral rites were per-
formed with fplendor, by his grateful heir,
Signor Jofeph Martinetz, in defpite of the
poet’s injunétions, who had forbidden all kind
of pomp. The inheritance of Signor Marti-
netz confifted in a well-furnithed habi-
tation, a coach, horfes, a great quantity
of princely prefents, a very ample and felet
colletion of books, with a capital of one
hundred and thirty thoufand florins; from
_ which, however, were to be dedutted, twen-
ty thoufand for each of the executor’s fifters,
and three thoufand for each of his younger
brothers.
" The poet’s attachment to the Martinetz
family, was of long ftanding. In the year
1730, on his arrival at Vienna, the firft
houfe in which he took up his refidence, was -
that of Signor Nicold Martinetz, mafteér of
the ceremonies to the Apoftolic Nuncip in
that city. The eldeft fon of this gentleman,
whom he appointed his heir, was aulic coun-
| ~ fellor
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fellor and firft keeper of the Imperial library.
Signora Marianna, his eldeft daughter, edu- .
cated under the poet’s eye, and univerfally
admired for her talents and accomplithments,
particularly in mufic (as has already been,
related) not only as an excellent performer
on the harpfichord, and an exquifite finger,
but for her genius and abilities as a compofer.
She was aneléve of the admirable Dr. Haydn,
who refided three years under the fame roof
with Mataftafio, during her mufical ftudies.
She had leffons in finging from the cele-
brated Porpora, who had many years before
been the poet’s own mufic-mafter. The
productions of Mademoifelle Martinetz, were
communicated to, .and approved by the
greateft mafters of Italy, and her name is
infcribed as a member of the Philharmonic
academy in Bologna and Mantua. '
Signor Saverio Mattei, one of the moft
ufeful of Metaftafio’s biographers, though
he rather gives advice to others, with loofe
and indigefted materials, than a regular life
of the poet, fays, that “whoever wifhes to
acquire an exat knowledge of his cuftoms,
manners, way of life, opinions of himfelf
and otherss of his precifion in fulﬁ'lling his -
duties, of the changes in his fortune, his"
| U 2 ~+ appli
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application, and the different degrees of
favour with which his feveral produétions
were at firft received, their chronology, the
influence they had on the tafte of Italy, and
on that of all Europe, with refpect to the
melodrama, or lyric ftage, can only acquire
fuch information by the perufal of his
LeTTERS.” »

The reader has now been prefented with
entire tranflations of the principal letters
contained in the five volumes of his corref=
pondence, pyblithed at Nice, in 1786, and
extraéts from the reft; and it feems as if -
thefe would eftablith his charaéter as a bene-
volent, amiable, and virtuous man, as firmly -
as his dramatic works and mifcellaneous
pieces have enrolled him among ‘great poets,
" His letters (fays the moft ample and
accurate of all his Italian biographers, the
Abate Criffini, editor of the Nice edition
of his works) ¢ will do honour to all Italy,
while they difcover his moft intimate at-
tachments, his moft fecret thoughts, his
favourite opinions, and the hiftory of a man
who was all heart and all virtue.”

Thefe letters, like his dramas, are written
without ‘preface or text: he plunges at
once dire@tly into the bufinefs, whatever

1t
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ft is; and in the firft line makes known the
fubje®. He is as fthort and laconic as the
matter will allow, without omitting a fingle
circumftance neceflary to be known; and
with the moft natural fimplicity, beautifies
whatever he defcribes or explains. He rifes
above the common ftyle, without affectation
or fingularity, and has invented a new {pecies
of writing, free from extravagance, that ren-
ders: the moft trifling circumftance intereft-
ing which he has occafion to mention. He
has political, theatrical, critical, philefophi-
cal, and encomiaftic letters, and all -are
pleafant and feducing. His genius, fays
Signor Arteaga (5), ““may be compared to
the goddefs Chloris of the Greeks, who in
flying through the air, {cattered rofes where-
ever the went.”” The fame grace, facility,
and elegance of ftyle, appear in his prof,
which have rendered his poetry {o juftly cele-
brated. Indeed, till I faw thefe letters, I
ufed to think, that there was no Italian
profe {o eafy to comprehend and conftrue, by
young ftudents in the language, as the
dramas of Metaftafio. But I am now con-

(h) Revalutioni del Theatro Muficale Italiano. Tao, 11,
P. 92 - :
v 3 " vinced,
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vinced, that, in point of fac;lity, the profe
of our author is to his own poetry, what
the profe of others is to their verfe. :

What renders thefe letters infinitely more
natural and fatisfallory, is, that, like the
Jamiliares of Cicero, they were not written
with the leaft view to publication ; as the
readet muft have obferved by the lively com-
plaints he makes to his correfpondents, who,
for the gratification of their own vanity, had
betrayed his confidence. Indeed, what Me-
taftafio fays of the unlicenfed publication of
his private letters by bookfellers and others,
might be faid by the ghoft of Dr. Johnfon,.
and would come perhaps with equal pro-
priety from the living and the dead. In a
letter to Signor Diodati, July 14, 1769, he
afks, “ What right can men have to the
pofleflions of others, without their confent ?
Is all idea of meum and tuum annihilated ?

. Thefe invaders muft know, that every man
fays things inconverfation and correfpondence
with friends, that he would not fay to the
whole world ; and that fuch remarks on per-
fons and things as are inoffenfive in private,
become injuries when publithed.” And it is
moft certain, that there is po man, however
candid and prudent, whofe private opinions.

and



< ( 295 )

and donverfations would not give pain to,
and draw on him the refentment of perfons
whom he would be forry to offend.
Metaftafio was an enemy to that pom-
pous, verbofe, and obfcure ftyle which pre-
vailed in his country a few years ago; and
was perfuaded, that the firft duty of a writer,
whether in profe or verfe, was to be under-

ftood. _
¢ The ftyle of Metaftafio (fays an Italian

critic) never fails to pleafe thofe who give
way to their own feelings, more than per-
fons of profound meditation; and I would
rather be accufed of partiality to him, whom
I venerate and love, than ranked with cold
philofophers and deep thinkers, whom I
may refpe@, but cannot love.”

All Metaftafio’s biographers feem to agree
in his being of obfcure birth ; and almoft all
" allow of his father having been a common
{oldier, but with fome education ; as when he
quitted the army, before he opened a kind
of huckfter’s thop, he became a copyift or
writer, probably for the lawyers. Our poet’s
origin was fo long a myftery, that many
wild ftories of his firft profeffion, have been
circulated ; fome have bound him appren-

’ U 4 - tice
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tice to a Goldfmith, others to a Stone-
cutter. But whatever was his genealogy, it
cannot have been fo high as to be de-
graded, or fo low as not to have been fuf-
ficiently exalted by fuch worth and talents,
to rank with illuftrious anceftry. A worthy
. nobleman of our country, as refpeftable
for literary  abilities as titled dignity, has -
faid, *“I had rather be the firft peer of my
race, than the hundredth(7).” High birth
moft affuredly does not imply or preclude
genius. The foul may be elevated by edu-
cation and example ; but even thefe cannot
fertilize a barren foil.  The gifts of nature
are common to every clafs of human beings.
How many great talents have been brought
to light by mere accident! How many
have burft out, in fpite of parental dif-
couragement and oppofition! The great
mufician, Handel, was intended for the law;
and our ingenious countryman, Dr.-Arne,
ferved a clerkfhip to an attorney.  We
know not very well for what employment
Shakefpeare was educated ; probably not for

(i) Defcription of thecolletion of piCtures at Houghton-.
Hall, Norfolk, in 1743
poetry,
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poetry, or a learned profeflion. Pafcal’s
genius difcovered itfelf very early. With-
out genius, all the edycation and example of
a great father, fuch as Cicero, could not
make a great fon. The melancholy and
beautiful reflection of Gray,

¢ Full many a rofe is born to bluth unfeen,
And wafte its fweetnefs in the defart air,”’

is true, with refpe& to natural intelleéts, in
poverty and obfcurity, being thrown away
upon the world ; yet, perhaps, ¢ whatever
is, is right,” atlaft: there muft be * hewers
of wood and drawers of water.” A nation
of philofophers, poets, painters, or muficians,
without agriculture, ufeful handicraftsmen,
and labourers, would be ftarved to death,
or extirpated by wild .beafts. There is,
perhaps at prefent, a fufficient proportion
in every ftate of Europe, of fcientific and
learned men, as well as of elegant artifts ;
and equality of any one kind in a ftate of
fociety, though all were to be Lockes, New-
tons, Bacons, or Boyles, feems not only
phyfically and morally impracticable, but the
very attempt appears pregnant with mif-
chief, mifery, and ruin to all.

Metaftafio,
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Metaftafio, notwithftanding the indigerice
of his parents, fortunately received an exs
cellent education from his adopted father,
Gravina ; which cherifthed and expanded the
natural qualities of his good heart, and found
intellets (£). He was learned without pe-
dantry, pious without cant or fe¢t; breath-

“ing the true fpirit of Chriftianity, without
fanaticifm or bigotry ; and practifing its be-
nign precepts of morality, {o favourable to
the tranquillity and happinefs of mankind.

"The emperor, Charles VI, found in Metaf-
tafio, a man who encouraged and confirmed
his love of virtue, decorum, and propriety ;
and Metaftafio found in his patron, a prince
fufceptible of receiving favourably his recom-
mendations of the moral and focial, as well
as heroic virtues. Indeed the poet and patron
feem to have been made for each other.

- Metaftafio delighted in virtue fo much,
that when he deliniates eftimable charatters,
he refines upon the good qualities which hif-
tory or tradition has affigned them; and

(k) The Abate Criftini, fays, “Gravina, not only
had him inftruted in the civil law, but in the true fpirit
of religion, the government of the paffions, difinterefted-
nefs, love of honeft-fame, humility, modefty, probity, and
the pralice of every fublime virtue.”

4 by
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by his exquifite and tranfparent colours,
gives to his pictures the utmoft degree of per-
fetion. Indeed his virtuous charalters are
more divine than human; but they are ren-
dered fo amiable and worthy of imitation,
that they excite a wifh in 'the reader or
‘hearer to copy, or at leaft encourage and
venerate fuch excellence. A true poet, fays
Horace (/), unites the {weetnefs of verfe
with the utility of his precepts:- and no
author has penetrated fo far into the refine-
ments of the art, as Metaftafio. His heart
was a copious and durable fountain of deep
morality ; the pureft harmony flows from
the fame fource ; and thefe running together,
partake of the quality of each other, emanat-
ing by turns both vigour and f{weetnefs.
Virtue cannot appear ina more pleafing and
alluring garb to humanity. His heroes, it
has been faid, ftart at the fight of death,
becaufe they are human ; but they advance,
becaufe they are virtuous.

Few writers have been fortunate enough to
enjoy the favour of the public fo completely
during their lives, as Metaftafio.. But this
felicity is not to be more afcribed, perhaps,
to the excellence of his writings, than to

(/) Qmne tulit punctum, qui mifcuit utile dules,

his
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his modefty, candour, and determination
neither to give nor take offence by cenfuring
the productions of others, or refenting the
cenfures of hisown. He feems to have feen
with due horror, the effets of - literary war
on the combatants (7).

His whole life appears to have been of that
even tenour, which nothing but great acci-
dents or public calamities could difturb.
His veneration and gratitude for his patron«
efs, the Emprefs Queen, feem, during the
laft years of his life, to have been the
ftrongeft paffionsto which he gave admiffion
in his breaft. When unfortunate in war, or
on account of the ficknefs or death of any of
~her family, he was as much agitated, as
any of her moft faithful and beft fubjeéts.
But when her own life was endangered by
difeafe, his equanimity and. philofophy to-
tally left him. Then yielding to the natural
fenfibility and tendernefs of a heart, neither
chilled by apathy, nor petrified by ftoicifm,
he became a common man; not too ftub-
‘born for affli¢tion, or too proud and obdu«
rate for the impreflions of calamity. The
ficknefs of his brother, and death of the

(m) Sce his letter of March, 1779, to the Abate Galfo.
Countefs
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Countefs d’Althan, are likewife illuftrations
of this occafional fenfibility. And if the
well-known precept of his favourite poet is
right, a man poffefled of fuck irrefiftible pa-
thetic powers over others, muft have felt
fenfibly and painfully himfelf (#).

That celebrity which he enjoyed fo indifs
putably during life, was not diminithed by
his deceafe ; his works are ftill in every
hand : the philofopher, the courtier, the
bigot, the man of the world, auftere and
gallant females, all equally read them, and
all find them equally beautiful. His moral
maxims are daily cited, and his produétions
are become the code of lovers. The fetting’
and finging his verfes, have rendered Pergo-
lefi, Venci, Jomelli, Sacchini, and Fari-
nelli, Caffarelli, Pacchierotti, and Marchefi,
as celebrated in all parts of Europe, as Cor-
neille, Racine and Voltaire. Had his dramas
been regular tragedies, written for decla-
mation, without mufic, perhaps we fhould
never have heard of them in England; but
mufic being an univerfal language through-
out Europe, they are certainly obliged to

(n) Si vis me flerey dolendum eft
Primum ipfi tib:.
the
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the compofer and finger for a great part of
their fame, at leaft out of Italy, notwith-
ftanding the complaints of Metaftafio him-
felf, and the admirers of tragedy who are
inimical to mufic, that they have been injured
bycompofers and performers. Particular ope-
ras, and perhaps, at fome time or other, all
his dramas may have fallen into the hands
of compofers without genius, and fingers.
_without talents ; but upon the whole, e}gcel,
lently written as are Metaftafio’s dramas,
and exquifite as is the Italian language, it
muft be owned, that mufic has been the
vehicle in which the operas of Metaftafio
have travelled into foreign countries, Cato,
Regulus,  Themiftocles, Artaxerxes, Olim-
ptade, and Demofoonte, are allowed to
breathe a true 'tragic. fpirit, even through
the effeminate languor of lengthened tones,
and long divifions; but it is in the perufal,
perhaps, not the vocal performance, that
the force and beauty of Metaftafio’s dramatic
fcenes, have been difcovered out of Italy,
When an air has been encored, it has not
been for the beauty of the poetry, but the
compofition or performance of that air. It
muit be allowed, however, without the
leaft deduétion, that Metaftafio’s genius, good

tafte,



( 303 )

tafte, and found judgment, firft achieved the
difficult tafk of rendering fo wild and incon-
gruous a compound of {eemingly heteroge~
neous ingredients and abfurdities, a rational
entertainment,

Whether the fubjeéts he chofe for his dra-
mas or fugitive pieces were facred or fecun
lar, hyftorical or mythological, they are
treated with equal purity and delicacy. Dr. .
Johnfon’s high charaéter of Richardfon, as
a moral writer in profe, is not more his
duc,_ than Metaftafio’s among mora/ paet.r.‘
Though love could not be excluded from his
fecular dramas, it is of that refined and deli-
cate fort which will mend and purify, not
corrupt and deprave the heart. Decorum,
probity, innocence, and good-faith, were
equally inviolate in his aéiionsand writings.
And his conftant wifh feems to have been
through life, to infpire in mankind, a_love
of virtue, and deteftation of vice.

Even the church has defended his merality.
The ci-devant Jefuit, father CorpARO, in
his Eloge of our poet, fays, “I well know,
that Metaftafio has been accufed by fome of
having brought the paffion of love too . for- -
ward in his dramas, at the rifk of feduling -

' and
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and enervating ‘the "heart. and- virtue ‘of-the
hearers. How fhall ‘we defend himfrom
this charge? He would certamly haye
done bettcr if he could have confined himfelf
to the love of glory, and of oyr country, in
difplaying the virtues of valour, fidelity, and
canftancy, without medling with the follies
of lovers. But there are certain noble affec~
tions, concerning which the vulgar have but
little knowledge, and lefs tafte. On the
contrary, every one underftands love; and -
without that feafoning, every reprefentation,
at prefent, feems infipid. It is the predomi-
nate paffion of the times.” He was perhaps
neceflitated to comply with it; but with
what precaution and referve! Has an un-
chafte word ever efcaped him ? .Or an idea
that is not ftri¢tly within the limits of the
moft perfett delicacy ! This may be faid of
his fecular dramas taken from profane ftory;
but his facred dramas are not only exempt -
from blame with refpeét to the paffion of
love, but fufﬁmently pure in moralsand doc-
trine, to ferve as correclives to whatevcr
the moft morofe critics may object to h;,s pro-
duétions for theftage.””

The four critic, -Botkeau, drfpntes not the
thcatrxcal domuuon oflove:. . . .
~?L’g!rgour

-~ .‘-—.—'- -
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Mur Jertile en tendres fentimens
'mparc du theaty 6o
De cette paffion le ﬁnf ible pmzture -
‘B pour aller au ceur la route la plus ﬁfﬂ C
Art: Poet. Chant} II1. v: §3:
Lord of the manor} love has feiz’d the ftage)
_There to difplay his joy, his grief and rage ;
Though other paifions may attention find,
>Tis that alone, which int’refts all mankind..

If the world could go on without love,
the playful charaéter which our poet makes.
the urchin give of himfelf, would fright
timid and fober folks from havmg any t}ung
to fay to him. '

, =D ogni coftume,
Bella dwa, i0 fm capace :
Som medeflo, ¢ fino audact,

8o parlare, ¢ fo 2acer.

-Serbe fede; ufo Pinganno :
Son pictofe; ¢ fon tiranpa;
E m’adatto al mio talente
Al tormento, ed al piacer (o).

I've ev'ry virtue, e'vbry vice;

Now hot as fire; now cold as ice; .
Am fometimes modeft, fometimes bold;
Loquatious how; now filence hold.
Both triith and falfehood have their tum;
I’m tender fwain; or tytant ftem ;

And can, as beft my meafures fuit,
Give rapture fweet; or pain acute.

() La pece fra la virtis ¢ Is 2:%& S
vQL. IIL x Metaftafio’s



( 306 )

Metaftafio’s meafures, in the fongs witli
.which he terminates the fcenes of his dra-
‘mas, are fo fweet and varied, that they have
often fuggefted to mufical compofers, by the
mere -perufal, melodies of every kind.

It has been doubted by fome eminent fcho-
lars of our country (unacquainted; perhaps,
with his adoption and education by Gravina)
whether Metaftafio was able to read the
Greek tragic poets in the original. This
fcepticifm concerning the extent of the
Poet’s learning, feems to have arifen from
the little ufe that he has been found to make
of the ancicnt fathers of the Drama in his
own works, either by dire@ly copving them,
or by imitations ; but this he might eafily
- have. done, by the help of Pere Brumoy, and
others, from tranflation. Whoever has read
withattention his 4b/frac? of Arifiotle’s Art of
Poetry, and remarks on the doérines it con<
tains,  will not only find it impoflible to
doubt of .his acquaintamce with the Greek
language and theatre, but clearly fee his
reafons _for not implicitly adopting their
pradlice, or fervilely copying their fenti-
ments. - That he has highly tafted and re=
verenced the great Grecian models in cvcry

fpecies of literature, and fequently tinc-
tured

4
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* tured his writings with infufions from theit
inéftimablé produtions, has been locally in~
~ dicated by fome of his learned countrymen,
Wwho have Been moft fevere upon the few
imperfections ‘which they co'old dxfeover in
his works. -~

1t has been faid by Arteaga ( ?) that no one
has fo happily adapted the Greek ftrings to
the Italian lyre, as Metaftafio; he having
feized the very foul of the Greek poets-more
fuccefsfully thin any of his predeceflors ir,
Italy, not even excepting Cbiabrera, who
was certainly a great man, but who, in imia
tating the ancierits, wanted the true philo-
Yophical fpirit (¢).
“ It is not fufficient (continues Arteaga) for
an author to call an irregular ode Pindaric, be«
caufe it is divided into Stropbe, Antifiropbe,and
Epodey if devoid of the true Pindaric genius)
the Greek coffume and charaéter, and if con~
ftru@ed in meafures wholly untuneable, for~
getting that mufic and poetry were infepa«
rable in ancient Greece. It is the fame

" {p) UBi fipra, Vol. 10 p. 84

() Chiabreta, borti at Savona in 1552, i3 faid by Apoﬁ
mlo Zeno to approach Pindar in dignity, and Anacreon in
fwectoefs,  Nella dignitd fi accoffa o Pindare, neila dol-

ﬂ'm ad Jmm'mte Bibl. dell’ Eloquenza Ital di Fon-
gln‘hu éon le Anothdione dApoft. Zens, '

&3 X 2 with
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with moft of thafe. who fa.my they rchnbfc
Aunacreon, when their ideas feem to fprmg
from his gay. fyftem: But how different
from. the produdtions.of thefe pretenders is
the golden hymn of Metaftafio in the Olym-
piade: In which, whoever is poflefied of 2
foul for poetry, and free from pedantry, wxll _
tccogmzc the true Grecian fpirit. '

ao. - Del forte Licida, &c.
".The. genius of the famed celcbrator of
Bathyllus appears with equal felicity in the
hymn which Achilles ﬁngs ir the opera of'
ihat ‘name - ...\ - _
Se un .dlma afmodz, &c.

In whxch our Poet’s mufe. refembles the
dove of Venus, qucnchmc h» thxrﬁ from
she . cup.of Anacreon. - - .
- Some of his dramas, howevcr, were cer-

tamly written under reftraints and difadvan~
tages.at .the court of Vienna. He was nof
only. obhged to ride poﬁ to Parnaﬂ'us, pccawe
fionally, upon very fhort notice, but circum~
feribed - to. very. nasrow lnmts in other Iee
fpe&s, particularly in writing for thc pcr-
Aormange. of the Arch'dutohcffc:s, At {uchs
times he was.obliged to relinquith the eﬁab-
~Jifhed yujes and . prejudices of the theatrc >
‘gven thc nu.mbf.‘r of perfonage§ Wa§ pre-

oq fcnbcd,
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(a 1bed as well as thcn‘ hablts, figure, agé,
and manners K Stock piece, fit for general
ufe, is a jack. boot, that will *fit any Teg s

Mctaﬁaﬁo, howevcr, was obliged to cuf out
to one meafure, and finith to' a pafncular
laﬁ But of thefe difficulties, we’ have his
own ‘acceunt in various letters,

~The ten firft years of his refidence at Vi-
enna, will determine the point of elevation
‘which his glory attained. He regarded Aslio
Regolo as his beft QrErA, Betulia Liberata as
his beft OrATORIO, and ARTASERSE as the
moft FORTUNATE of his dramas : for howe
ever fet or fung, it was always fuccefsful.

Tt was an intelligent obfervation of thg -
late accomplithed mufician e/, that the
genius of Emanuel Bach would have been
more expanded and of more general ufe, if,
inftead of being confined to the Hans town,
- of Hambro’ without a rival, he had refided
in a great capxtal fuch as Paris, Naples, or
London, where he would have been ftimu~
lated to diligence and exertion by ‘competis
ton, “and obliged to ﬁudy and refpe&t the
pubhc tafte. But Metaftafio, confined ta
thc Imperxal theatre at Vienna, without an
oppommt.3 or fear of either public caprice of
:Pr;vatc cabal, though the ngfoxmcrs were

x3 - pot
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not always of the firft clafs, or his audttort
fuch formidable critics as thofe he would have
had to encounter in Italy, was fo fure of filc~
cefs in the ftyle which he had formed ‘early
in life, that he had no occafion to try experi-
ments in order to excite curiofity, or awaken
attention in an audience lefs able to judge of"
the poetry than the mufic, and not allowed
to .be fevere, if dlfpleafed with their enters
tainment. : :
- His monotonous refidence at Vienna, feem<
ed_perfeétly to fuit with his natural love of
order and tranquillity. Though late in life,
whcn he felt ¢ the cold gradatiogs-of decay,™
he was fometimes a little hurried and op-
preffed by .the number of Imperial com-
mands to write, jct he was not among the
celﬁbratqd authors gui l)lorq'pere Juis non,
rg,@bndem ﬁ:-vorem Speratum meritis. Many
inftances have already been given of the
~ favour: and fenfe of his worth, manifefted by
his patrens “but more ftill remain, which
cqually deferve to be recorded.

- Mheén” he had finithed his opera mtltled
I/ Re Paﬁore, & /'Erae Cingfiy the Emprcfs.
Queen fent hlm a-gold candleftick, with.a.
grcen thade frofeé? bis eyes from too grcat'
a gla;'e of nght Whldh bogﬂefi;rct}%ﬁ cage

Co b OF
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of his fight, the ‘poct regarded. as- infigitely
mare valuable than the gift itfelf,r 7.

His drama of Atbenais procured him from
his ‘Imperial patronefs the following :note,
which will always be an hopoqrablc monu.
ment to literature.

“In this. opera,- and in the extreme
alacrity with which it was wntten, I find
the great Metaftafio full of all the fire and
force of his extraordinary genius. - And it
pleafes me the more, as it affures me of the
good ftate of the health of a2 man who has
norequal, and of whom I have always re-
garded the poffeffion as one of the happiett
circumftances of my life, This opera:has
enabled me to pafs an hour in the moft de-,
lightful manner, and I am cxtrcmcly gratc-
ful for it.”” -

- Upon anothcr occaflon (thc rapxd prodqc-n
tion of a Complimento, or a thort Ode for
Mufic, -to be performed by Arch-dutcheffes:
on a birth-day) the Emprefs Queen ‘wrote:
him the following flattering note, in French:-

- % La promptitude de la ﬁlrprize m’eff - dau~ .
tant plus agréable, que je wois mom anciem:
Mafrre (r) pa.rjk:tement coqfervc, qui fat Iy

(r) The Emprefs Qxecn had recelved from Metaﬁ:aﬁo':
#gr laﬂ: mﬁru&nons in the Fealian language. - .
X 4 glotre



(312 )
Hioird de otve fiecle, . G s enconedp coun
& qui d fefvoud; .« Manie TrerEsellr
AN Ki¢ biogriiphers mention“the' offer of
thie’ dlgnity 6f ‘Cotnt,” BAron;idnd -Comn-
_/??lor ‘of tht Court; from the " Emperok
Charles VI, after he had- written Achdlle i
S‘Jra s'and fimilar honours by the Emprefs
Q-ccna of ‘which hc dcclmcd the accept-
arice.” © '
g HE feems, fyﬁcmatmally, to have de-
clined all honorary diftin&tions which might
éxcite envy, detraétidn, and- obloquy, ‘in hls
’ ﬁg ers, aud A his bwn mind with humi-
ting “thotights and momfymc refleftions.:
hen Fhe coronatton of ‘the Improvifatrice,
CHritLk; Was in meditation at Rome, the
Erprefs (LCE'IL Juﬁly fuppofing that the
Kontus:of the Taurel ¢rbwn, which:Petrar ca
B48 nof Bifddinied to accept, cduld only be-
g #Matattafiv, fent Baron Hagen to de-
ﬁ?g the Poettodccept of it; but he, ‘with
thal ff'rﬂ'nié‘fs télnd humility, dcchncd the
ey e L
_‘“Be‘fore ‘Wé proceed to fpeak of his nume-
rous produ&xon;s, 1% may be neceITary to ob-
ur&werfal em‘plrc, not; only in terrltonal do- -

mfuion, bm a(ts,, fc;;nccs, lxteraturc, and
: ' E cvcry
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every fpecies «of ingenuity, deny Metaftafio,
all claim : o fwvention, and clafs him only
among smitators of the- tragic. poets of
France. . He certainly did- not invent the
ftories and names of his heroes and hee
roines, which are generally the moft grand
and illuftrious of ancient hiftory, and fuch
as had not only been previoufly treated by
writers of other countries, but of his own ;
but has he ftolen or imijtated the thoughts
and condué of his predeceffors? Has he,
like Quinault, confined himfelf to ancient
mythology far his fubjelts, or always to the
fame heroes, or chofen the fame virtues and
vices to difplay, as Corneille and Racine?
Even the pames of many of his pieces are
not to be found in the works of thefe trage-
di#ns. ‘Why then deny him the merit of
invention, in treating fubjets that have
never been brought on the French flage; in
delineating fuch charaters, painting fuch
fituations, and colouring paffions with fuch
new, fublime, and touchmor fentiments, .as
are not to be found in the dramas of any
other writer, ancient or modern ? ? Thcn let
it be remembered, in writing for ‘modern
mufic, how circumfcribed and limited he

uuft have becn in the length, megfieres, and
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‘diftion of his dramas ;. in drawing to a kind
of ‘epigrammatic focus the bufinefs and fen-
timents of a whole fcene, in the Amx by
which it is terminated, and to which it isa
'kind of epilogue. Who is able to read the
melodramas of his predeceffors, in Italy, or
elfewhere ! But, though fo truly lyric, and
bappily fimplified and polithed for mufical
cxpreflion, there are few tragedies written
for declamation in any other language which
- pleafe .and intercft ‘more in the perufal;
without mufie, than the Operas of Meta-
ftafio. And yet he is denied the merit of
soriginality ! His fimplicity, elegance, grace,
propriety, and even morahty, are original
on the flage.

Thus far we have only confidéred Meta-
ftafio as a dramatic writer ; but he wotild
have meérited ‘a very "diftinguithed place
among the lyric .and mifcellaneous poets of. -
his country, if he had only produced his Cax-
taras, Canzonets, and fu'gitivc pieces, fuch as
La Liberta, Lq Partenza, La. Pgimavera,
which, perhaps, have never been equalled
in his own'or any other modern language. -
. As-’the fedentdry, and ufually, uniform;
life of a:man of letters, feldom affords
4 grmer varxety of mcxdcnt than that of a

A - Monk,
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Monk, the chronology, plan, and recep~.
tion of their moft interefting produ&ions,
are, perhaps, the moft ufeful materials which -
their biographers can boaft. . We have thefe
refources ftill in ftore ; and thefe Memoirs,
which, with little deduétion, may be faid,
from the great portion of each volume which
is-occupied by the poet’s own letters, to be
written by Himf{elf, fhall be terminated w1th,
an ample lift of his writings, claffed under
different heads, beginning with his Qperas, .
the great pillars of his fame.

-Metaftafio, in one of his letters toa fnend,_
who tried to perfuade him to continue to
write, tells his correfpondent, that, ¢ After
having treated almoft all the modifications
of the human heart, the intenfe application-
neceflary for the invention and texture of a.
dramatic compofition, became to him an
exceeding hard labour (s).” In the follaws .
ing catalogue of his dramatic works, will be .
indicated the moral objec? which the poet had .
chiefly in view, while. he was writing each -
piece; in which he has not only adminifter-
ed cathartics to the irregular paffions, ac-
cordmg to Ariftotle, but anodynes to virtue:

(i) See Vol II L;tu;r VII. to Sa_.ucr.io' Mattei, p. 39 3.‘ N
o A CHRO-
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Cifirft reprefented at Naples, 1724. Set to
- mufic’ by Sarro. The dire effells of’ the in-
confiderate paffion of lwe, and the confe-
Ny ‘quenf rage ‘of difappointment "and dg /j:azr, are
T ““di‘fpfayed in this drama.
™ "Si’aon ‘Firft performed at Venice, 1726.
"< 8et'by’ Létndrdo Vinci:~ A’ parent’s blind par-
G i:dlzty for one- unworthy fon, and iltdreat-
© pent” of “another, -'whofe flial duty and af-
= feﬁwr are -proof againft difgrace and fuffers
| g, aré the vice and virtue chwﬂy &rfplayed-
i - mihxs opera. .
ux 'Cartonk 1v Utica. Rome, 17;8 Setl
hy Vinét, Tt this piete no orle noed bt told
& fhv sts}xge'k love for hig coqntry, amd the
o ' frec(.i%

.
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freedom of its inhabitants, are painted under-
the well-known virtue of Cato, called Ps-
triotifim.
Ez1o, or ET1Us. Set by Porpqra fpr Romc,
1728, " Valour- and F;{plzty to ‘the ‘hero ’s fo-
vereign, in fpite of ill- treatment, are the

- principal virtues of the Protagomﬁes in this

- drama.

EES B . L ."""l

v. SEMIRAMIDE Rxconoscwrn, 1729. ~ Set

vI.

by Porpora, for Rome. In this drama Vice is
detelted, but not pumfhed and no extraor-
dinary efforts of virtue have been exerted by
the fuccefsful charalters. However, it is al-
lowed by thefevereft critics, that the beautics
of the poetry are fufficient to compenfate
for the defefts of the fable; and that; any
one, except Metaﬁaﬁo, who has eyer. written
for the lyric ftage, would be gla.d to ,have
been its author.

ALESSANDRO NELL Innu;, 173m Set by
Vinci for the Roman  theatre, The magnani:
mous Generofity and Clememy»of {Alezganq.er the
Great, are the moft  prominent virtues in
this drama ; which, though it has ever. been

. -a favourite of the publig, is not allawed by
. Italian critics to rank with - the aughor’s pro-

.. duflions of the highett clafs. .. The words of

the fongs, however, are inguch. favoyr with
Italian compofers,, that -they have them by

; .. heart, ;and frequently.choofe one .of them,

v0ccaﬁonall,x, f°1'~ 3 dﬁtaﬁhed Air, to dlfplay

‘ the
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the abilities of a concert ﬁnger, w:thouf any
" dramatic conneétion.

‘¥11. ARTASERSE. Set for- Rome by #inei, and
for Venice by Hafe, 1730. The principal
virtues mculcated‘;n this celebrated ‘drama,
are the filial duty and affeition of Arbaces.

#t11. Apri1ano In Siria.  The triumpb of the .
Emperor Adrian, over the paffion of love, is the

- motadl leflon of this drama, the firft which

* the author produced at Vienna, for his Im-
perial patron, the Emperor Charles VI.
‘1731. It was fet by Caldara, of Venice.

tx. IssipiLe. Vienna, 1732. Set by Conti. The
virtue that is chiefly difplayed in this affe&-

'ing drama, is flial affetion: the heroine
rifking her 6wn life, and that of her lover,
to preferve her father.

x. DEmeTr1o. Firft performed at the Impe-
nial theatre in Vienna, 1732, to the mufic of
Caldara. ‘The moral inculcated is the facrifice
'qf love to duty.

xr. OLimriapk. Set by Caldara for the Impe-

© rial court, 1733. The fubje& of the fable
tuins upon a moft heroic jamﬁte to ﬁxesznp
and gratitude. The fongs, in general, of this
admirablé drama, are among the moft poeti=
cal ‘and’ hzxpy of Metaftafio’s Iyric compos
- fitions. - '

x11. DemoroonTe. Firft performed at Vienna,

1733, to the mufic of Caldara, In this moft
N mtere{tmg and ‘affefling drama, which, for
the
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 the fublimity of the thoughts, the enérgy ahd
force of expreflion, and the grace and ele-
gance of the language, may be regarded as
. the mott perfeél of Metaftafio’s produttions,
marital affedlion is proof againft the moft hu-
miliating difgrace and terrific danger.
xir. Lo Cremenza b1 Trro. Clemency, the
fubjett of this drama, was rooted in the
heart of ‘Metaftafio; and the luxuriance
with which it fprung up and flourithed, was
never more manifeft, than in the Zenignity

with which he has embellithed the chara&er

of Titus, and . eftablithed his right to the
“title of delicie bumani- gemeris. This admira-
" ble leffon for his Imperial patron, was firft
. performed at the court theatre in Vienna,
1734, to the mufic of Caldara.
x1v. AcHILLE 1N Sciro. Written at Vlenna in
1736, for the marriage of the Arch-dutchefs
Maria Therefa with the Duke of Lorram,
and fet by Caldara. The conqueft of glory. over
Jove is the principal moral bafis of the piece.
" The charafter of the young Achilles in this
. " drama is the Hercules infans firangling the
. . ferpents in the cradle. - It has been faid by
an Italian critic (), that if Mctaﬁaﬁ_o had
. written no other drama than this,.it would
have placed him in the high rank whlch he
fo defervedly attained.

(#) The ABéie Colomes.
' ' xv. Ciro
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k. Cmo nicoNoscruto, - Vienna, 1348, “Set |
* by idntevio Calders. lhthxs&rhina,dfoﬂd - §
. wnd difirefed marher 15 the snoft “intéreft:
. ing agent in &lmoft every’ fcene': where
" the is by tuins anxxous, terrified, enraged,
and enraptired. . The fubje@ of this piece
_ is manifeftly the fame as the Meiope of
* Mafiei; Voltaire, Aaron Hill, and the tragic
- wrriters of all ages and countries, ftom the
tithe of Euripides.’
xvy. TasMtstocrzs. - Wiitten for the court of
v Vienna, 1736, fet by Csldars. This opera
~ -gbounds tith .miofe noble i‘cnti'_ménis_," moral
-spaxims, and patriotic effufions;” than any
- ‘one. of Metaftafia’s works. There is not;
- perhigps, in the annals of mankind, a more re- .
~ fpe@table and interefting charaler than that
~of Tixstsrocys. And this drama, of which
I is the Protagoniftes, has been ldtely pro-
- powpogd int Italy (%) Worthy of the beft age -
+..of AtHens, the appy, but ungmteful mo-
- thetief thisbero.
xvi "“thonm, Vienna, i740: Sét by Pre:
ditri}. ‘This is ranked among Metaftafio’s
. et dramatic. productions.  In Zenobia's
. .¢haraier, to'the virtue of Jlial obedience, i¢
. added 3n extraordmary portion - of canju-

| (t)%m&'vdryledamm:&mddl’d& '
Awigafe. Tome 11. p. 193. InNizza, 1785s -
2 . B
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& Jidelity . to .w hufband. whom her fav -
ther’s ﬁ.tuatlon rand. entreaties obliged her
.to - marry, though long. paffionately-attached
"to.a fond .and worthy. lover of her -own
and, her: parent’s choice, :
xvii., Artizio Recura.: Written 1740, for
\{;enna, bug not performed till 1750 ; when
it was: firft fet: by Hafe, for the court of
. Drefden.. It was an enterprize of great
difficulty to fupport the charafter of ps-
. triotifm in three different dramas, without:
monotony of fentiments, or- deficiency - of
intereft in the plot or perfonages. But the
poet has fo contrived to- difference thefe
patriots, as to avoid copying himfelf. The
_charaéter ‘of Cato is fevere and inflexible;
" of Themiftocles, grand, tender, and refolute ;
“and of Regulus, magnanimous, ngid Juﬁ
and. almoft divine.
x1x. ANTicoNo. Written for the court-of
Drefden, and fet by Haffs, 1744. The.facial
virtues of parental generofity, filial duty, affection,
and obedience, friendfbip, and fidelisy, are all
in altion, and pi_xt to the teft in this drama.
xx. IPERMESTRA. Vienna, 1744. . Set by Hafe.
Conjugal -affeition is here manifefted, at ‘the .
imminent rifk of life, by the hereiné-6f the
drama.
x5, .JL RE PasTore. Vienna, 1751. Written
for ladies- of the’ Imperial Couﬂ', ’oy whort -
VOL. IIlL. Y it
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it was firft performed to the compofitions of
Signor Bonno. Humility, moderation, and con-
_tentment, are beautifully. illuftrated, and ren-
dered defirable, in the fentiments of the
Shepherd King. When it is remembered
that this drama was written exprefsly for
great perfonages to perform in the pre-
fence of their Imperial Majefties, invefted
with abfolute power, the bold and vigorous
fentiments on the duty of fovereigns, which
the Poet ventured to put into the mouth of
one of the charatters,’ do equal honour to his
Imperial patrons, who could liften to them
with pleafure, and to the Laureat. who had
the courage to preach fuch dofirine in a
court. .

¥x11. L’EroE Cingse. Reprefented for the
firft time by perfons of diftinGtion in the
Imperial garden at Schonbrunn, 1752, to
the mufic of Bomme. The heroic /oyalty and
Jidelity of the principal perfonage in the
piece, are fuch as muft appear unnatural
and exceflive to Europeans unacquainted
with the Chinefe veneration for their prmces
and .fathers of families, .

gxur. Nitrerr, Written for the Court of
Magdrid, 1756. Set by Conforti. The hero-
ifm in this drama is wholly female. The
charater of Beroe is the triumph of Virtue,
exhibiting an admirable example of gene-

rofity
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. rofity ‘and fortitudé in a female “that is at
once yoting, beautiful, full of fenfibility, and
" in love?" Though this is‘ not -ene: of Me«
~ taflafio’s beft ‘compofitions; yet the delicacy
of. fentiment and expreflion of fome of the
. fongs," frequently equal thofe of his moft
celebrated produ&mns

xx1v. In TR1oxFo vt CLELIA. - Vienna, 1762.
Seét by Haffe. : Patriotic entbufiafm is the pro.
minent feattre in the opera of Cleliz: a
hercine nieither toarfe nor mafculine. - There
are 'not, md’eed in this drama, thofe tender
and touéhmg"ﬁfokes, thofe fentimental and
- elegant airs, “4nd ‘Happy fimiles;- which oc”
* cur in moff of his' other theattital pieces;
but, if we recolle€ the Roman coﬂume at the
early periods of conqueft, we fhall find /s

JSeroce virtu republicaine admirably painted.
'xxv. Romovro &p ErsiLria. Written at Vienna,
! 1763, for the marriage of the ‘Arch-duke
" Leopold, and fet by Hafe. This drama,
. which has never been popular, is,' however,
“  not without infinite merit in its fimplicity
+  of plot and delicacy of fentiment.: The hero
determines to wave the exercife of power,
in hopes of obtaining by affeftion what he
could command as a conqueror; the heroine
-+ is ready to facrifice every inclination and
. 'hopc 9f fehcxty, rather than rebel -againt

&) ~ the
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2be will of her faiher, and the rigid laws of ber
country. ’

xxvi. It RueGIgro, ovvERO L’EROICO GRA-
TiTUpINE. Written at Vienna, for the nup-
tials of the Arch-duke Ferdinand with the
Princefs of Modena ; and firk performed at
Milan, 1771, to mufic compofed by Hafe.
“This was”the laft produttion of the great
Poet, and ' excellent Muficians -who had

_ both_exceeded their j0th year, The beroic

. gratituce. of Ruggiero towards'a rival to his

.- fame and, love;, who had . generoufly faved

.. his life -and refcued him-.fram prifon, is the
chara@eriftic virtue of this drama. Super-

. iciai young -critics have pretended -to. dif-

.~ cover the coldnefs and fterility of old age in
. -the -words and mufig of this opera;.but
however inferior to the more early produc-

.. tioms of thefe illuftrious authors, more intel-

: ligent-and candid judges difcovered fcene

. and fentiments in the poetry, and elegance

.. and,-prepriety in the- mufic, of which, at

. the time they were- produced, none but
Metaftafio and Haffe could have been the
authors. o |
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- THE prefent Work having been under-
taken as a kind of fupplement to the Geze~
ral Hiflory of Mufic, it is hoped. .that the
mufical reader will not be offended if a'few
refleCtions are added here conc_erhing each
clafs of Metaftafio’s poetical productions for
mufic. And firft, of the OrERrA, or Secular
Mufical Drama, in the ftate to which it was -
brought by our Lyric Poet.

The moft judicious critics of Italy, where
the Melodrama is beft underftood, after ana-
lyfing the dramas of this author, and ‘wit»
nefling. the failure of his fucceflors, are of
opinion, that “ good tafte in theatrical-res
prefentations in mufic was born and..died
with Metaftafio.”” All the great Tragic
Poets of Gteece. preceded the formation of
the rules of the art by Ariftotle. Rules are
now drawn from the dramatic works of
Metaftafio, which can never be fulfilled but
by imitation. And as poetry is. derived
from foul and fentiment, not from line and
rule; and genius is an enemy to reftraint -
and violence, whoever thinks it neceffary te

* Y 3 imitate
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- imitate Metaftafio, even with #qual " gefiius,
muft be in trammels. - And yet, if beis
quite right, what can new ‘candidates: for
dramatic fame, in writing for mufic, do bet-
ter than to imiitate him ? It is impoffible to
difcover new, eafy, and pleafant- roads, in
~ a country whith he has fo often interfeéted,
" without pu'rfuing,‘or' at -lea&‘ cwﬁing;, fome
of his paths.”

Apoftolo Zeno feems to have’ becn the
Efchylus, and Metaftafio the Sophocles and
Euripides of the modern Melodrama.. What
preceded and is fubfequent to them, appears
equally to partake of the wildnefs and weak-
nefs of their predeceffors and fucceffors- int-
“ Greece and Italy.
~° When any flyle of poetry or mufic is
" brought to perfeQtion, little is left to be done
for'a long while, but to imitate and vary
"the thoughts and paflages of that fiyle.
* Milton’s epic, Pope’s fatirical and epiftolary
ftyle, in poetry, and Pergolefi’s in mufic,

muft be worn out and nearly forgotten, per=
.- haps, before new ftyles can be formed ‘or
favoured. Handel left nothing new to be
- dofie ‘in ‘b# ftyle of compofition. Imitations-
are ever timid and feeble. What has been
happily accomplithed without rules or mo-
I Lo del,
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del, cannot be achieved ‘with the fame
energy, enthufiafm, and effe@, by a Receips:
All great originals, fuch as Homer, Pindar,
and Shakfpeare, either precedcd or defpifed
rules..

Novelty is wanting at prcfent, both to -
Poetry and Mufic ; but the time, or at leaft
the daring and inventive genius, is not yet
arrived for either. The Oratorios of Han-
del, fublime as are the choruffes and. many
of the fongs, from having been fo often
heard, have tired the public ear, and yet no
- other attempts are liftened to with patience,
It is fo'with opera airs and playhoufe fongs
. eternal imitation and repetition of what we
have heard a thoufand and a thoufand times,
renders our mufical theatres a confufed and
ill-bred converfazione, more than an intereft-
© ing performance of poetry and mufic ().
Signor Saverio Mattei, in his differtation
-on the Philofopby of Mufic' ( ’) has-.madc:

* () This complaint is conﬁned to the generalrty of Vee
. cal Mufic. The new Symphonies of HaypN preclude
all converfation, by their never-failing novelty, and the
inexhauftible fertility of his invention. Almoft all other
* wufic is little more than a Cents, which can never grapple

- wgjth attention. .

(r) Sauas, TowmpV, - . -
_ . Y 4 L many
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many juft refleCtions on the declenfion; of
the. mufical drama in Italy, which. are not
tq_tally,lqapphcable elfewhere. He fays, that
“_every {pecies of voice, from the ambition
of foaring with the lark, and mounting to
fublimity, has loft its true quality and cha-
rafler, ‘The Bafe tries to rival the Tenon,
the Tenor the Counter-tenor, the Counter-
tenor the Soprano, and the Seprano the Fla-
geolet, or bird-pipe. -

.. The improvements in mufical m&ruments
a@d inftrumental compaofition have been the
ruin of vocal mufic. Inftruments, for want
of: :vocal expreflion, multiply notes and
fong divifians. But it degrades: a finger to
rua - races: with hautbois, flutes, and fid-
dles. Let ipftrumental performers thew
their. power of hapd, and the genius of their
fevera] inftraments; but let not the human-
voice' quit the {entiments and expreflians of
humanity, and the paffions that.belong to
its nature : let inftruments imitate birds and
beafts 3 but Jet not the human voice imitate
the tricks dnd “tomes-of - inftruments, to
Wthh it thould ferve as a modei let 1ts in-
pleafe, not dxfgrace, humamty‘ M'_ ,

Anothcr obfervatxon of Slgnor Mattel

.'.*’ 3 Cy feems
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feems naturally to account for the rapid-de-
cline of the Opera, as far as concerns Poetry
and Mufic. - “ At prefent,” fays this judie
cious Critic, ¢ the emoluments of- the prin-
cipal perfons employed in a mufical drama
are fettled in a direét contrary ratio to
what they ought to be. At Naples, the
manager of the Opera affigns to the firft
Dancer 2000 fequins; to the firft Singer
1000; to the Compofer 200; and to. the
Poet 503 whereas the whole arrangement
thould be reverfed : the higheft falary thould
be given to the Poet ; the fecond to the Com-~
pofer; the third to the Singer; and the
fourth to the ‘Dancer.” And perhaps, if
thefe falaries were fettled, like an Englith
county election, by public fuffrage, this
would -be the general opinion. As it is,
fays - Signor Mattei, * Opera talents are
proportioned to the pay : the dancer is bet-
ter than'the finger, the performance of the
finger' better than the intrinfic merit of the
Jeore oz compofition, and the worft of all is’
the poetty, ftolen from Metaftafio, and toe’
tally fpoiled by the poetafter, who botches it
together.” From this ftate of things'it’
muft appear-in vain to hope for a good-
Opera, or a reform in the eftablifhed fyftem,
o ¥ Subjetts
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" 8ubje@ts of dignity, heroifm, and great
paffiens, are ruined in the Italiam Opera; by
the kind .of voice which ever claims -the
principal part. If, then, the ftyle of finging
were a little fimplified, and feleé: Tenor
- voices, highly cultivated, were affigned the
principal parts, the poetry would have. its
effe@t, as well as the mufic ; and: Cato, The-
“miftocles, and Regulus, would appear with
dignity and propriety, though they fpoke in.
fong (). If the exquifite voices and refine-
mrents in finging. of the Evirafs cannot be
difpenfed with, let them be employed in
female parts, as is conftantly the cafe at
‘Rome, and as, in our Shakfpeare’s time,
‘was the cafe with all the female parts on
our ftage, which were performed by boys.-
-Italy, ever fertile in genius, cannot be in
want of men of abilities equal to the difficult
tafk of finding out a new path in an art
thought to be already brought to-perfection.
The prefent {yftem of giving the princi-
* pal man’s part to a Seprano voice, muft con-
- fine the Poet to love,- tendernefs, and effemi-

. (z) There can be no doubt but that the little firceefs
u}d infrequency o of the performance of thefe heroic dramas,

~ were occafioned by the pnnc:pal part bemg wntten for
a Tmor voice.

z_'. uatc
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- ndte charafters and paffions. At prefent, the
 Italians - condefcend to imitate the noife,
machinery, and Balets analogues of France
“and thefe' often fupply the place of good
poetry as well as mufic. A Speffacle, how-
ever fplendid, muft fatigue the eye, if the
.mmd has nothing to do.
- It feems neceffary here to take fomc no-
-tice of the mutual complaints of Metaftafio
himfelf, and his learned friend Mattei, of
the negleét of Poetry and abufe of Execu-
tion.on the Opera Stage.
It is natural and juft that.poets fhould
‘with to fimplify Dramatic Mufic. But per-
. haps it would not be for the intereft, even
-of the words, to firip it of all ornaments and
opportunities. of difplaying a fine voice and
fuperior vocal abilities. Some latitude may
furely be given to the compofer and per-
- former in the airs, when it is confidered that
the whole bufinefs of the Drama, in carry-
ing on the plot.and developing charac-
ters in Metaftafio’s Operas, is tranfatted in
the Recitatsves, and that the airs are mcrely
recapitulations of each fcene, and illuftra-
tions of ‘the principal incident or affection .
"on which it is founded. I would Wlllmgly
facrifice all fuperﬂuous ornaments and {cierice
: - in
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in- the compofition of Mufical Dramns, but
of refpeét to the PoeTrY 3 but I cannot'.joln_
in the contempt which lyric poets put upon
inftrumental mufic in general. Good fing:
ing is infinitely more uncommon than good
* playing; and though the moft pleafing
power an inftrument can poffefs, is that of
imitating the voice, yet both ftringed and
‘wind inftruments of the firft clafs havc their
peculiar qualities both of expreffion arid exes
cution. The produétions of Corelli; Gemiz
niani, Handel, and Tartini, for violins, long
gave lovers of mufic infinite delight, when
well executed, without the affiftance of the
voice ; and fince their reign, the produéhons
of Stamitz, Bach, Abel, Boccherini, Haydn,
Vanhal, Pleyel, &c. have fo much merit of
compofition, and effe& in performance, that
they not only make us forget our cares, but’
all the enchantments of vocal mufic.

SACRED DRA.MAS
OR,-

ORATORIOS

1, La PassionNE nr Gigsu Cristo. Writtexi
in 1930, at Ronie, by order of the Emperor
Charles VI. Set by Caldara, and performed

; in
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> in the Imperial Chapel at Vienna, in Paffion.

week. _ .
11. SANT’ ELENa AL Carvarro. Written at
. Vienna for Paffion-week, and fet by Caldara

‘for the Imperial Chapel, 1731. . .

Ti1. T oA MorTE D’ABEL. For the fame p]ace
and occafion, 1732. Set by Reutter.
1v. ‘G1uszpre HicoNosciuto. Set by Porfils,

for ditto, 1733.

v. BETUL1A LIBERATA. 1734. Reutter, for ditto,
vi. Gioas RE p1 GrupaA. 1735. Ditto.

vil. IsACCO FIGURA DEL Rxnxnronx 1740.
. Ditto.

_ Befides the above feven Oratorios for the
Imperial Chapel, he wrote a Sacred Drama,
Per LA FEsTIVATA DEL SANTO NATALE,
at Rome, in 1727, for Cardinal Ottoboni (a),
which was fet by Gisvanni Coffanza, and
performed in a theatre, with {cenes, and in
action (4).

Calfabigi (in the Preface to the Paris Edl-
tion of Metaftafio’s Works, 1753) in {peake
ing of thefe Oratorios, fays, that ¢« Metafta-
- (a) It is faid, by fome of Metaftafio’s biographers,
that Cardinal Otteboni was his god-father, and that the

Poet received the name, of, Pietre in honour of this illu-
ftrious fponfor.

(6) In the Nice edition of thefe Oratorios, all the texts
of Scripture are indicated in the notes,

fio,
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fib, by adapting his beautiful poetry to facted
flory, under the moft fevere laws of the
Drama, has produced Tragedies as perfe& as
this kind of compoﬁtlon Will allow.” ‘And
Saverio Mattei, who is of the fame opmiOh, :
and feems anxioufly to wifh for a theatre at
Naples wholly appropriated to Sacred Dra-
mas, during Lent, fays, that ¢ the Greeks
went to a play as to a jfpiritual exercife, or as
we go to a ferman,” And it is well known
from Livy’s account, that the Romahbs, in
times of public calamlty, flew to the theatre; _
and ‘that the firft introdu€tion  of Dramas
with Mufic was occafioned by ‘the’plague.

* Mattei withes the mufi¢ of oratorios to Bg
grave, learned, and fublime. ““ ¥oung mu-<
ficians (fays he) are merely tauglit counter-
point s which is no more thar éonéordance i
- grammar; but they know nothing of the
philofophical or paetical part of mufic. Their
whole knowledge' is mechanical, and they
are never out of the grammar. As to dif-
ferent ftyles of compofition, they ase feldom
allowed to ftudy any but that of their mafter.
The vocal ftyles of Vinci, Pergolefi, Hafft;

Jomelli, Cafaro, and P1cc1m, are all dlffcr-

cnt, yet all °‘0Qd ” S
| n
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. In eftablithing a facred tragic theatre,
Mattei not only withes the inimitable orato-
rios of Metaftafio to be new fet by the
greateft mafters, without humouring the
caprice of fuch finders as are only capable
of finging in one ftyle, or of exccuting a
partxcular paffage or trick, which muft necef-
farily be introduced in every fong they fing ;
but, above all, to have the poetry refpected,
and the precepts of Joafh, JFofeph, Fudith,
&e.. heard with reverence. . His plan extends
to t},\q works of the moft folid and fcientific
'n_:gmp_of,ers of the laft age; fuch as Igo,
Hafle, and Jomclli,' which he would have
revived; and. performed withoyt changmg a
fyllable or a note (¢). g
Befides his regular oratonos, in two par ts,
Metaftafio wrote feveral facred . poems,
which breathe great fervour of devotion ().
- Qoe

(¢) It does not appear that Signor Mattei withes te
have facred dramas performed in aétion ; that would be a
revival of M_z/}ertu and Moraljties. Oratorios have long -
been performed in feveral churches at Rome every Sun-

day pvening, in the ftill manner of HanpEL’s Oratorios

in England, but to a light and feeble mufic; and executed
by an inferior band,

(d) Metaftafio was very firm in his religious faith, and
d;[coumged fccptlcal and light difcuffions of facred fub-

jeéts :
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ObpE soPra 1L saNTissiMO NATALE; or, Ode
for the birth of Chrift. ‘

PARAPHRASE ON THE stnunz, or Flffy-ﬁrﬁ"
Pfalm. R N R L

Hymx To Sarnt JUL!AN.

+ Thislaft was written about the year 1751,
for the Italian chapel at Vienna, where it
ftill continues to be fung In a letter to his -
brother Leopold, ‘about this tune, ‘he "ex-
prefles his own pious rapture ‘at the upex-
pected commiffion which Pope Benediét XIV
had given him t inform the poet of 'his
Holinefs’s ‘paternal ‘and benevolent renﬁém—
brance.” " And, finding that the fervm ﬁr—
worum was much pleafed with 'his hymn to
St. Julian, he fays, “ It is hardly to be'ima- -
gined ‘what pleafire ‘the ‘people’ of Roman
catholic ftates in’ Germany, have ' m “fuch
‘fpmtual fongs, whien “allowed to finig them
in their own language ;.or the raptures Wthh
pious fentlments, clothed in ma_]efhc har-
mony, excite. But it is not an ‘enterprife
for every one to attempt With the affift-

ance of j‘omellz, and better health I fhould

P o S,

Je&s tellmg his fnends, _ that, « ﬁ)r the peace of, b}s
confcience, he found religious myﬁencs ‘more cai'y to
pelieve than to inveftigate,” . -

bc
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be tempsed to. venture in this fea; but
thefe are only pia defiderata(c).”

‘-
I p—

‘OCCASIONAL DRAMAS |

. FOoR
MUSIC AND THEATRIC REPRESENTATION,

OF ONE AND TWO ACTS ONLY.,

La Gavatza, ENDIMIONE, ANGELIGA; Sere-
‘natas, written at Naples between the yeay
1721 ‘and 1723, and fet by Porpora. Thefe
were never meant for ation, but to be per.
formed in fill life, like our gratorios. oo

GLt Orvr EseEREDI, written for the Emprefa
Elizabeth’s birth-day, 1721.

L’IsoLA DISABITATA, Written in 175% fow the
cqurt of Spam, fet by Bosza,

__FESTE T_EATRA.LE.
. FRSTAL DRAMAS FOR MUSIC,

Lo Coxtgsa pE’NyMi; or, Contention of the
Gods, wﬁtten at Rome, 1729, and fet by |

(¢) His brother pqct. Qur cqunsrypan, Mafon, likes
wife writes divine hymns, and encourages mefrical pfal.
mody in our parith churches,

YOL. 11}, .2 Vinci,
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Vindi, for- Cardinal Polignac, in celebration
of the birth of the Dauphin, father of Louis
XVL

- 1L TemMpro pELL’ETERNITA, written at Vienna, -
for the birth-day of the Emprefs Elizabeth,
“and fet by Foucbs, 1731.

L’AsiLo pD’AMORE, written at Vienna, 1732,
and fet by Caldsra; afterwards augmented,
1765, and new fet by Gafman.

LeE Grazie venpicaTE, * Defence of the
Graces,” written at Vienna, for the perform-
ance of the two Arch-dutcheffes; Maria
TeresA, and MARIANNA, with a Lady of
the Imperial court, on the Emprefs Elizabeth’s
birth-day, 1735. Setby Caldara.

I. Secno b1 Sciriong. * Scipio’s Dream,”
written for the .birth-day of the Emperor
Charles VI, 1735. Set. by Predieri.

I PaLrapio conseErvATO. " Set by Reutter,
1735. Performed by two Arch-dutchefles

and another Lady. - -=~-

LEe Cinest,  Written firft for three Ladies
only, at the Imperial court, 1735, ‘and fet by
Reutter. But afterwards, with an additional
chara€tef, it was performed by profefled fin-
gers, at the Prince. of Saxon-Hilburghaufen’ss
in the prefence of their Imperial mmeﬁnes,
Francis I, and Maria Therefa, 1752.

IL PARNASO ACCUSATO, E DIFESD,. Sethy Reut~
ter. - Vienna, 1%38. SEAREIE O :

1A Pack-FrRA LA VIRTD, ELA BrLLEZZA." For

' the
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" the birth-day' of the. Arch-dutchefs MAR1A
THERESA, 1738." Set by Predieri.

In this little drama, VeNvs’s ELocE on Beauty»
is admirable.

' - Luce divina,
- Raggio del Cielo 2 la Bellexza, e rende
Celefti anche gli oggetti in cui rifplende.
. Quefta Ialma piu tarde - ’
Sollewa al ciely come folleva il fole
Ogni baffo vaper, RQuefta a* mortali
Della penofa Ata
Tempra le ngje, ¢ ntompmfa i danni.
Luefla in mexzo aglx affanni
GPinfelici allegra : in mezzo allire
. Ruefta placa i tiranni ; i lnm Jprona,
I fugaci incatena,
Anima i vili, i temerarj affrena;
E del fuo dilce impers, : T
Che letizia conduce, :
Che diletto produce ove fi flende,
Sente agnuno il potery neffun Uintende, .

-\

The light divine of beauty’s heav'oly ray .
. Gives powet celeftial wherefog’er it thiges; | '
The ﬂuggxfh foul it renders light and gay, .
As vapours grofs the fun to mount mclmcl:s '

e
: Thb 'ills of life it tempers, dlears its gloom, - :
And pays the labour, of the hardeft toil ; . .
-Affli&ion cheers in fate’s fevereft doom, .., 1 -

.+ And fooths the horrors of defeat and fpoil.
T z z . " A; . ’{:.he‘
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* Fhe fiereaft tydant’s mge it foon canquelly~: ] *
Can fpur the flow; and chaim. the fugitives:. 4,
Can animate the dull, the rafh repel,
And joy ineffable to all can givc. o

e A

As'rnm Pracara. For the Emprefs s bnthvgay,
.1739. Set by Predzm o

IL naTaL DI Girove. For the Em_pcmrsb;;th—
day, 1740. Set by Bo;ma o

L’AmMoR PRIGIQNIERQy Y;enna» 174.1., Sct
by Reutter, Y 'R

It vERO OMAGGIO Set by Bmu 1743 _

AUGURIO. DI PELICITA. A camiats, . Set Py~
.Reutter, and performed by thre@ Atgh-du.q;h-

effes, 1749.

LA RISPETTOSA TENEREZZA.. Fo; tﬁc peyform-
-ance of three A:ch-dutcheﬂ’es, on the Eml
prefs queen’s bxrth-day,, 1750 Set by Reutter.

TR18070 DI RISPETTO E D’AMORE. , Pergn'm,ed‘
by three - Arch-dutchefies, on the Emperorsf
blrth-day Set to mufic by. Reuster.

- La Gara. Pgrformed by an. Arch—dut{:héﬁ,,

" and two Ladies of the Imperiat coust, on the
birth. of the Arch-dutchefs Mum Ifgrom.q, -
afterwards quecu of France, 17 5_; §e
Reutter. °

IL SocNo. Performed by the Arclh-dutchefs
Mariauna, and two Ladles, 1756 Set by
. Rewter: . e, ::;_

A

o eeET L L me 278,
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LA Riraorta pmaxmara, Peevithitefs dil-
armed: Written fi;'er the vourt of Spain,
1759- |

Avrcipg AL B1vio. - Written for the nuptials of
the Arch-duke Jofeph, 1760, and fet to .
“thufic by Hafe.

L’Ark, or the Bee. Written fof the court of
Spain; 1766 '
L’ATENAIDE, OVVERO APFETTI GENERUSI

 Written for the performance of five Archs
‘dutchefles. Set by Bommo, 1762.

EcEria. Set by Hafe, for the coronution of
" Jofeph II, king- of the Romans, 1763

IL Parnaso conruso, Set by Gluck, and pers
formed by four Arch-dutchefles, gt the fecond
nuptials of Jofeph II, 176;.

La Coroni, a drama of on¢ at, for the per-

. formance of feur Arch-dutcheﬂ'es Set by
Gluck, 1763. _

LA FPACE FRA LE TRE DEE, a fcﬁhl entertain-

~ ment, written for the court of Spam, 1765

P‘unxon ditto, writterh at Viennh, for the
mange of Fanmuuu IV, King of the -
* two Sictlics, ‘mﬂ: ﬁle Arch-dutchéfs 'MAR‘IA
}osxnmim, 1767 * Bet byt Hﬁﬁe. '

L 1 e

i AT INW )N

In thefc campafitions, however thrt ‘we
always find vivacity in the action and dia-

K z3 logue,

\
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logue, grandeur and truth of charalfer, &
‘happy delineation of the affetions, -clear-
nefs, {pirit; a melodious arrangement of the
words and phrafes, force in the recitatives,

_ and clegance in the airs; the moft found
_philofophy in the fentlments, and fancy and
‘good tafte in the decorations and machinery.
So that it is manifeft, that it was the poet’s
with at once to feed the imagination, delight
the ear, enlighten the underftanding, and'
move the heart

" Thefe feftal pieces, though too fhort for
operas, or a whole: night’s ‘entertainment,

. may be compared to the French perites
piéces, or our thort dramas (not farccs) of
one, two, or three alls.-

It hasbeen obferved by an Italian critic (d),
‘that, « In, thefe thort pieces the poet has
. frequently treated of ferious and phllofophx-
" cal matters, -too profound and’ complicated

for 'a mixt audience in a public theatre:
fuch as the immortality of the foul, har-
~mony of the fpheres, or of creation ; but in.
all, we find the pureft principles of virtue
-dnd mordlity given te-the interlocutors, who

. () Giamb. Alefl. Morefchi. -
o | . were.

.—- R ST
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were generally Arch-dukes and = Arche
dutchefles.”

- Court poems, bxrth-day odes, . ufed
to be compofed of fuch childith mythology, -
" and Laufeous flattery, as no man of good
tafte and found Judcrmcnt would even deign
to read ; but thefe feftal compofitions of
Metaftafio are fuch, as not only the lovers of
poetry, but moral philofophers, | will read
with equal pleafure. '

CANTATAS

The ﬁrﬁ cantatas. Whlch our author feems
to have written, ‘wete twelve, which he
produced exprefsly for Porpora, .before he
-left Italy. - Saverio Mattei avers that he
has found a copy of thefe cantatas at Naples,
‘with the mufic, i in the hand writing of Por-
pora, who calls them twelve Canzate deil
Abate Metgfiafio. In 1735, while this com-
pofer was in England, he publithed his
-mufic to thefe cantatas, in 4to, and dedi-
cated them to his Royal Highnefs. FrepErIC
PriNce of WaLEs. I have a copy of this
work now before me ;3 and though time has
-fobbed the airs of fome of their pnﬁme ‘

Z4 novelty
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“fiovelty-and 'grace, the Poeitativis Are it
“admirable; *Indeed, “thé ‘Trdlian 'retitative,
which received its laft fofmns ‘and polith
.chiefly from the elder Scarratri, (Alef-
fandro) and Porrora, feetns as ﬁxed and
-pertanent as a dead Janguage ; .and, while
melody i5 as fluctuating as the waves of the
, - fea, recitative fecms mn: ﬂ:abxhty to. refﬂ‘nble
terra firma. - - >

The poetry of fome of thefc camatas was
improved and polithed by ‘Metaftafio, and
publithed Wwith others, ‘in' editions of his
works, which, late in life, he fuperintended.
Seventeen cantatas appear in the laft Paris
edition, which have"bccn fet by Sarti, Mor-
tellari, and the prmcxpa’l compofcrs of the
- prefent times.,. .

Befides, ﬁxcfc, there appear in the Nxe
equn, two tantatas of a comic ca& :

.-L\;

LA CxocconA'rA, - _
ED LA L it

IL Tanacco, ,

. A i LT ST -

Suppofed to be written in his early, youth s

W:th two othms, for two voxces, mrhaloguc :

A .. ot

st ;.? LA Dauza ]
L .‘;-;13.',.. 3]
IL Clcx.ort,.

" And

W
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~And the.five.following fhart pieces, written
for--the. Imperial Court, \yhxch ase-likewife
- ftiled CANTATAS : -

_. x LAVIRTUOSA Emn.azxonn :751. Set by
""" Reutter.

11. L’Avurora; & L’Esra'u. Set by Wagm-
- Jd 1y59. |
‘417, L'InvERNO, oVvero LA provIDA. Pwro-

RELLA. 1760. Set by Wagenfeil. ey

-1v. It Quapro aNIMATO. | 1760. . - Wagmfeil
- . for.two voices. . -
. V. LAxuoch. 1769. Set by Haj& (e)

o Sbunishuiey vy r
. g AR RN SRR TR

| CANZONETTE."

CANZONETTA, for a dance of ruﬂ‘xcs, ’ﬁ:t
'by Binno, “in in" 1740, for’ the.*Archditéhefs
- of Auflria, Matia Therefs; - hftépwards
Princefs of Lorain, and other ladxes of the

Imperial Court.

1. La PRIMAVERA, Sprmg Wntten at Rome,
' 1719 SRR T Rt ORERSIER
(c) Tlm cantata ‘was written by fovcrengn oommand
for Mifs Cec1Lra DAvias, to fiag at the Imperial Court ‘
to the aécomptmmcnt of her ﬁﬁer, on the Harmmm

or czaya P i “ |
e o "1 L’ESTATE,-
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¢ L’Es'u'rn, or-Summer,. 124 :
5L LA L:nm'rA, a Nices ;Wnuzen at Vlennz,

1733 . e
IVe PALINODIA, a Nlce, 1746

v. La ParTENZA. 1749. ° ,

. SONNETS. ...,

On the celebrated mufi cal compofer, GASPARINI,

" at Rome, 1719.

With Twenty-eight more, on vanous fub_;e&s
and occafions.

Metaftafio owns, in one of his Ietters, that
he does not think his genius happily formed
for a Somnetteer ; and it does feem, as if he
had felt the reftraint and dlﬂiculty of its
conftrution. His fonnets bemg by no means
fo fuperxor to thofe of other lyric bards,
ancient and modern, as many of hls mote
'happy produétions.

~ COMPLIMENTIL.
Ttefe are thort bdcticai felicitations,wh:eh
-were fet to mufic by Hafle, Wagenfeil, and"

’Reutter, and-performed ‘at Court on birth-
: ' days,
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“ days, by the Arch-dutchefles, . before: their
Imperial . Majefties, ~They appear in the
Nice edition, for the firft time, among the
- pofthumous works of our author, eight in
number, fome for one, and fome for two
" voices.

STROFE PER MUSICA,
"DA CANTARSI A CANON'E

oRr snon’r STANZAS TO BE SUNG IN Rotmnc, OR
: ' : CANONS. :

‘( Thefc amount to Thlrty ﬁve, many of

them appear in the Italian Colleéhon of
Catches, Rounds, and Canons, broucrht to
‘England, by Borqﬁm, -and - pubhﬂaed by
Walfh, about the year 1748 Mctafcaﬁo 1s
faid to have fet thirty of t;hcm hxmfelf in
three parts, which are fuppofed to be in the
pofleffion of his executors, the family of
Martinetz. .. - cemen oo

’ INTERMEZZI

. A o
: Thpfe, t;wo mmumber, ,were wntte.n by
our aut,bqr in;1524,.19- be performed (as was
: 4 | then.

)
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then the fathion) between "the alts of 'hxi
Divove AnfanpoNATA. ‘The dlalogue 13‘
carried on with a confiderable degree of hu-
motir, between a fantaftical and’ capncxous
Primadonna (or firft woman) and an a'bfurd
Imprg/arm (or manager) of an opera.

SIFACE.

T his is an old mufical drama, of the laﬂ:"
century, which was new written by Meta-
ftafio for the ufe of his friend and mufic-
mafter, Porpora, at Venice, where it was
performed, in 1725, "We have an ample
account of this laboar in ome of our -author’s
letters. - '

. ‘Thefe. are his chief works that were writ-
ten for mufic. : :

Of GrusTINo, a traocdy, ptoduced st
fourteen years of age, on the Greek model,
it has already been faid, that it was not
intended for mufic or recitative in the dia-
logue, though the choruffes, which terminate
eath adt; require meafured melody. The
refemblance ‘obferved {Vol. I. p. 7) be-
tween an incident in this tragedy, and
Shakfpeare™s Romep and adliet,, cannet go+

st ‘ nerate
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perate a: fufplcmn of . plagiarifm in Metas.
ftafio, nf it be mmembcrpd thet the. plot o£
Shakqucare s tzagedy was, taken from Are,
thu1r Brooke'’s, .imitation of the Italian ﬁor'yv
of Gxalt‘efta, by Lusgi da Porta (f'); ); and it
was more hkely for Metaftafio to copy thq
affedting circumftance from his countryman,
than from Shakfpeare, .whofe name, at this
early Penod of his life had probably not ar-
rived at his knowlcdgc ; and who had not
gvailed himfelf of all the-advantages of this
affli@ing incident, butlet.Romeo die, before
Juliet revjwes. .- And, upon examination, ‘it
* appears, -from Metafiafio’s own: declarationy
that the whole plat of his Gruffino was taken
ffpm the Jtalia liberata of. T r#‘m i

Giuftino, with all its 1mpcrfe&mns,x ig
perhaps the moft grave, reguldr; -and .ddcu-
rate drama, that has ever been producei 13t

fqem'l;ynpcnodgf life. . .~ riives UG
e R 0O e
. MISCELLANEOUS POEMS
. NOT DNTENDRD POR MOMG. .l .|

;. LA STRADA DELLA GLORTA: *Sagm. The
Paqh tg Glary 4. aDresm. - ~Wiritten; atReonre;
(f) See)ﬂuloﬁe?s ﬁﬂfuo:‘xlgf ‘ﬁl&rﬂ' a:rc,ng) N 1;‘3’0“
v,,] IX. RUAVIN ' IR S G bR ite
H % ' in
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in 1718, on the death of his Preceptor and -
Patron, Gravina ; and read by the Author, at -

a public meeting of the Academy of the Ar-
cadi.

11. La MoRrTE D1 CA'roms The Death _of
Cato .
1. L'OriciNe perre Leccr. The Origin

of Laws. An Elegy.

Thefe three Poems are written-in Terza
Rima, the verfification of DANTE,

EPITALAML

1. On the Nuptials of the PRiNcE and Prin-
cess pr BeELmoNTE. Written at Naples,
1y20. .

11. On the Marnafre of Slgnor D. Giambatifta
FiLoMARINA, 1722.

111. On the Nuptials of Signor D. Francefco

" Garrano; and Donna Giovanni SANSEVE-
RINO. 1723. ‘

* .  IDYLLIUMS.

1. I RatTto p’EUuRrOPA.

11. IL convito pEGLI DEI, :
: 111, TETI
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111. TETI, B PELRO. = _

1v. Opz on the Imperial Reﬁdence at Schon.
brunn. ‘ :

v. I vorr pusBLICcI, per Maria Terefa, Im-
peratrice Regina, 1766.

vi. La pusrLica FericiTa. On the Emprcfs
Queen’s Recovery from the Small-pox.. 1767.

vir. La Scomessa. The Wager. 1755

This Quatrain was written, by defire, on
the following occafion :——The Emprefs
Queen, when pregnant of her youngeft
daughter, afterwards Queen of France, laid
a wager with Count DIETRIECKSTEIN, that
the promifed oﬂ"sprihg would be an Arch-
dutchefs. As foon as brought to bed, her
Imperial Majefty fent word to_the Count, -
‘that @ Princefs was born, and that two drops of
awater did not more refemble each other, than the
Mother and ber Child. The Count paid his
loft bet with a figure in porcelame, repre- -
. fenting his own pcrfon, kneeling on ane

“knee, and holdlng in his rmht-hand the
following verfes, written-on a fmall flip of

paper :.

To perdei : I’/Iugq/la Figlia
A pagar mi ba condanata ;
- Ma s ver che a Vii fomiglia,
Tutto il monds ba guadggnata,

Tha
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The Wager’s loft—a Daughter’s given!
And I fubmit with joy unfeign’d ;

For if like You this gift of Heaven,
The world entire a prize has gain’d,

VIII. ansn‘rr:.t Lines fent with fome prints
~ of the Pqet’s head, to the Marchefa Zava-
GLIA.

Quefle poche immaginette
Sonoy & wvero, opre imperfette
D’un Artifta dozzinale ;
Ma per me gran pregio avranso
Se impedirvi almen /bpra‘m
D’obbliar POriginale, |

*Tis true thefe little of’rings feem
Unworthy objects of efteem,

Thus clumfily engrav'd;
Yet bleflings I fhall on them fhower,
If from oblivion, by theiy power,

TR’ original is fav’d. '

X, Madrigal for Prince HILBERGHAUSEN, ta
fend to the QuEEN of ENcLAND, with aR
ivory fhuttle, turned by himfelf.

TRANSLATIONS.

1. Tranflation of a Greek Epigram.
1. of the Ars Poetica of Horace, in
| Blank Verfe, with notes.

111, -
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f11. Tranflation of the Sikth Satire of the Second
Book of HQrace, in Terze Rimea- - e
1, ————— of thﬁ Fifth. Epiftle of the- Fxrﬂ:
Book of Horﬂce, m Stanzas, », . .
Vo ——my of the Thmd Satire of Juvenal,

The Treatfeon the Ttalian T beatre, Wh;ch'
Metaftafio promifed Bettinelli, the Printer,
foon after his arrival in Vienna, feems to have
ended in his Effratzo della Poetica & Arifiotile 5
of which, as it is his fole work in Profe, if
we except his Letters, and being. pofthu-
mous, but. little known, we fhall terminate
the Catalogue of his Warks by fome account.
vi. EsTRATTO DELL’ARTE POETICA D’ARIS-

TOTILE, ¢ Confiderazioni fu.ls- Mide fma An

Abftralt of Ariftotle’s Art. of Poetry, with

Remarks. . : o

Metaﬁaﬁo $ Introduﬂxon, to qx;:laxp, thc .
och& of thls Abf’tra& is the followmor s .

« The reputation of Ariftotle, ‘eftablifhed
and defended by the univerfal confent and
vencratlon of twenty-two, centunes, if not
due to the wonderful extefit 'of his fublime
talents, and the immenfity of his acquamtance,,

, VOL. IH, - T ApA.c 1 ... with:
R T
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with every- fpesics of feience, would have
fufficient ‘weight to command the relpe@
and gratitude of "all fubfcquent tlmes, if it
were only remembered, that he was the firfy,
Philofopher in all antiquity, that we know
of, who was able to form a clear, minute,
and indifputable analyfis of human reafon;
and who, furnifhing it with diftinétions and
divifions, as fo many fecure and neceflary
beacons, has difcovered the road by which
we may moft fafely and courageoufly travel
in the fearch of truth. The havmg rccourfe,
therefore, to fuch an oracle in our doubts
is laudable, efpecially for Poets, whom he
has particularly fupplied with the rules of
their art. '
~ “Perfuaded from my earlieft youth of this
indifpenfible duty, I propofed to acquaint
myfelf, fundamentally, with the poetical doc-.
trines of fuch a mafter ; and for this purpofe,
it appeared to me, that the fafeft and moft
certain way to obtain this knowledge pure
and uncorrupted, would be from the original
fountain itfelf, whatever labour it might coft
me: but, pcrplexed every moment in the
courfe of my labqur, fometimes with doubts
concerning a rule which admitted of twa
{enfes, f()metrmes by the obfcunty of an ex-

3 preﬁion
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preffion which to me appeared myfterious s
now by one precept being apparently ‘con-
tradi€tory to another, now by a new defini-
tion of the fame fubjeét, totally different
from that which had preceded it, and by a
hundred difficulties at every ftep, wholly in-
fuperable to my limited faculties; I perceived,
at length, with infinite mortification, that,
with “the inconfiderate temerity of a young
man, I bad unadvifedly plunged into diffi-
culties, and purfued an intricate road, thh-
out companion or guide.
" ¢ ] had recoyrfe, therefore, to the moft
learned and eminent critics and commenta-
tors ‘of Ariftotle’s Poetics ; and ‘I fhould be
ungrateful if I did not confefs myfelf in-
debted to them for the literal fenfc' of many
obfcure paffages in the text: but I fhould
likewife be very infincere, ‘if 1 did not de-
clare, at the fame time, that, afier all’ my
laborious refearches, I found myfelf, to my
great mortification, much lefs enlightened,
niay, rather infinitely more perplexed, inde-
termined, and confufed, than I was before.
And, indeed, who could avoid being con-
founded by the conftant difagreement of men
fo refpectable for their learning? Who
eoyld help being tired with feeking inftruc-
A A2 tiop
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tion in fo many ufelefs and prolix metaphy«
fical and {cholaftic treatifes, in which the
art they promife to illuftrate is fuffocated?
Who could refrain from indignation, when,
fearching in the Greck dramatifts, and in
Ariftotle himfelf, for the paflages cited by
the moft renowned critics as the foundation,
of their fovereign dccifions, he finds them
(as has frequently been. my cafe) diametri-
cally oppofite, for the moft part, to their opi-
nions ?  And, befides this, who could fafely,
rely on men, however {kilful in languagés,
that were tatally without experience in
theatrical matters, and yet convinced of
their own infallibility ? ‘
¢ To extricate myfelf in the beft way

I was able, from fo many doubts, and not
entirely to lofe the fruits of my ftudy and
application, T determined rigoroufly to ex-
" amine myfelf, and to re-perufe, from thg
) beginning, Ariftotle’s whole Poetics, extraét-
ing, chapter by chapter, whatever I could
_clearly underftand ; and confefling my igno-
rance and uncertainty as to the reft ; point»
ing out fuch precepts as, though ufeful per-
haps when given, the enormous change of
manners, in fuch a long period of time, has
rendered impracticable; and difcovering what
' © rules
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rules have erroneouﬂy been affigned by mo-'
dern lemﬂators of ‘the -drama to the Greek®
traaedaans, and” even to Ariftotle himfelf &
and by this means form for my own* uﬁ:,:
from the text, a-clearer and- more diftinét’
idea of the nature of Poetry, Imztaz‘zon, and
Probability, thin is commonly received,
¢ The indifpenfible duties of that employ-
ment to which T-had for fo - many )cars‘

- been fortunately deftined, had not, till'naw;
allowed me fufficient leifure to execute thig
tafk as completely #s I wifhed : but fince;
I have not negleted, at fthort intervals; to
meditate on the fubjet as much-as my ne=
ceffary occupations would allow, and to col=
le&t together all the materials I.-was able
towards the intended edifite.:" The dayis at
length come, when an unufual repofe -has
finally been granted me by my moft gra«
cious Sovereign; and I have now, as far as
my powers would enable me, fully and ex-
altly terminated my defign. - : :
¢ But Heaven forbid that I.thould haVe thc
prefumption to think of forming by this ex-
tra& a new Art of Poetry! The feducing
rank of inventor has already produced more
Atts of. Poetry than will ever be read, or at
leaft ftudied and put in praétice : ‘indeed,
AA3 they
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they are more than fufficiently numerous to
confound, difcourage, and wholly render dry
-and arid, the moft happy, courageous, bold,
and festile genius, which -the wifdom of
beneficent nature can produce. -

« The fole objeét of my labour, was, as’
-much as poflible, to juftify my own condu&
to myfelf, who am naturally (for my mif-
fortune) the leaft circumfpe of all my
‘judges; -and to procure the felf-confolation
of being convinced, that all thofe defeéts
from which an uninterrupted experience of
more than fifty years, and the inceflant en-
deavour :to inftru&t myfelf, have not been
fufficient to exempt me, thould be numbered
among the painful and inevitable confe-
guences of. human weaknefs.”

.. 'The title of our author’s firlt chapter, is
. the fallawing : - o
.. €uar. X ¢ That Poetry is one of the
arts .of Jmitation. In what it differs from
~other arts. Explanation of the terms Me~
tre, Rbythm, Harwony, Melody, and Modes.
-Refutation of the opinion, that compofitions
. written in profe; can be called Poems. That
it is not fufficient for a poetical produétion.to
be barmonious, and in meafure ; it eught,
likewife,. to be noble and elggant.”
- His-
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His definitions of the technica of:ancient
mufic, pdrticularly attraéted my attention’
and I was flattered to find that they generally
agree with thole that have been givet iin the
Differtation on the Mufic of the Ancients. He
likewife 18 of opinion, that the Greeks méant
by Armenia, what we mean by Meody, founds
ing his opinion upon a paffage in Plato:
The re on of the movement is called
REHYTHM ; dut the regulation dof the voick
(with refpet to high and low) 9 éw Har-
mony {g). :

And this -is Padre Martini’s - opinion:
Hazrmomy, with the ancients, meant  the
regulation of a fingle veice, with refpe to
the intervals of a given fcale or key. - . -

Melody, indeed, is not-defined: as in the
Differtation above-mientiondd :  Metaftafio
makes it only a more alry and elegant Aind
of melos ; but Ariftotle, in a paflage which
he has quotéd from him (), does not eppofé
artificial and florid welsdy to fmple and
plain, but myfc fung to itfrumentol mific :
for dixn perwin,: OF ukos pirw;: -nakéd mufic,

feems always to nnply mﬂrmmtal mufic, or

(&)Rcl-mb len ER
(b)'l‘wamvémc!vamr»m&m&p
'g@m&pﬂx Anﬂl’olﬁ.l.xbvm Cmp. 5.
AA4 mafic
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. mufic without words. Melodia, is melody fung 3
that is, poetry fung.

- Metaftafio thmks modo fometimes conﬁned
.‘t_q, key, and fometimes to meafure. Our
old writers on. mufic, down to Morley and
Ravenfcroft, applied the word mood only to
time or meafure ; but the word modo, in Ita-
lian, always means key. To the terms modus,
\fonos, tropes, Metaftafio gives great latitude,
and refers to Padre Martini for more minute
jnformation. He feems of opinion, that,
in antiquity, there was no poetry without
numbers, or without finging (i). ‘The drver-

- bg.0f the .ancient Romans, he calls recita-
tive; and fuppofes that in . the cantici, {tro-
phes, antiftrophes, and epodes, as well as in
the chorus when fung by all, or by a fingle
actor, -melody (or as. we. call it air) was
afed. ;. ., _ -

.- CHAP. I]1 Hcr’e our author treats
D;iﬁculty\ of detcrmmmg what . Arlﬁotle
meant by. dw1dmg imitable charaers imto
befi, »‘WQ rffs and middle, elafs .of good. and
bad . o ;

(x) In modern times, however, n'tbe church, and in
many’ “of our oratonos, proﬂ.- is -ﬁmg to mcaﬁxred mufic.

- . ‘h

S NL Cuar.
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Cuar. III. « Of the various' ways- im
which Poets may avail themfelves of the
means and fu_bjc&s of Imitation. ;.- In.what
refpetts . Homer and Ariftophanes. refemble
each other. Reafons .affigned by different
people of Greece; for. arrogating ‘to thems-
felves-the invention. of the-drama.”. -1

‘Cuar. IV. Poetry is deduced ¢ :from the
natural inclination which. men have to.imi-
tation and fong. - Proofs.of this opinion pro-
duced by Ariftotle: other proofs not given
by him, with regard .to mufic; which, per-
haps, he did not think neceffary. - . Differ-
ences between an imitation and a copy ; .the
ignorance of which diftinftion, produces the
' greateft abfurdities. Indifpcnﬁblé neceflity
of fong (mufical tones) in- {peaking to -the.
public. Proofs that all dramas, comedies,
as well as tragedies, were fung -thr_oilghox_it
by the. Greeks and Romans, are givengy
Metaftafio from ten different ancient authors.
_ Examination of t_hc._f_bpit"xi'c')_n. of . Anﬁotle,
“that Sophocles ‘perfeéted  tragedy, by .the .
intx;odii&_ib;i ‘of a third perfonage. on. ‘the
fage” - PReeT L R
+*Our ‘author has manifefted much teariting
and ingétiuity in the coiitfe of this chapté?
He is, in'genctal, clear and intelligible .gn-

2 the
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the fubjett of Imitation : allowing a natural
tendency in human creatures, above all
other animals, to imitatien. ¢« On the
ftage, we imitate all kinds of charaéters,
good and bad. We can even imitate the
noifes of inferior animals.”

His Eloge of Mufic, after faying that the
love of it is a natural inftinét of humamty,
entirely coincides with my own. ~

“ Who can doubt (fays he) of the efficacy

of Mufic on our minds ? Who is it, that
“has not felt its effects on himfelf, and ob-
ferved them in others? Who fees not that
sour paffion for this art has introduced it into
all human aions? In the fervice of reli-
gion, in feftive affemblies, in funeral pomp,
and even in military fury, mufic has a con-
fiderable fhare. The moft" barbarous and
favage nations are pleafed with it: infants -
liften to it even in the cradle, before the
fenfes aré perfe&t, and it calms their com-
plaints. The criminal in a dungeon, the
flave in chains, feeking alleviation from their
affliction and labour, find it in fong (£).”

(#) See Preface to Prefent State of Mufic in France
and _lItaly, publifhed twelve years before thefe extracls
appeared, and anterior to the author’s interview with
Metaftafio,
. Crura
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Crura fonant ferroy fed canit inter opus.
: Tibull. L. ii. Elig. 3

=== The fetter’d flave, the drudge of fate,
Sings, fhakes his irons, and forgets his ftate.
GRANGER,

Metaftafio gives further refletions from
% the ingenious and acute Caftelvetro,” on
the neceflity of addreffing perfons at a dif-
tance, in mufical tones (/). His proofs from
Ariftotle, Cicero, Livy, Virgil, Horace,
Ovid, Suetonius, Donato, &c¢. have almoft
all been previoufly cited in the Differtation
on the Mufic of the Ancients, from the fame
places, in favour of the opinion, that all the
ancient dramas, tragic and comic, were en~
tirely fung, and accompamed by inftru-
ments.

Dramatic poetry is not only the imisating
the chara@ers and manners of men, but the
imitatien of another art: that of mufic.
As, accerding to Metaftafio, * there s no.
‘peetry thhout mufic : the arrangcment of
words, 2nd different metres, is mufic.” -In
painting; indeed, an artift has natural .ob=
jeéts to copy; in poetry, he has them to

(2) See D iffertation on the Muficof the Ancients—Cliap,
en Dramatic Mufic,
dcfc:_lbe ;
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defcribe 5 but what, it may be atked, hasd
mufician, in zature, to imitate 2 Does mufic,
in its nature, imitate poetry ? I never could
clearly underftand Ariftotle’s meaning, as
to muﬁc bcmor an smitative art. Is it an
imitation of poetry,. in its meafyres ‘and
rhythm; and in the tones of {peech, length-
éngd, polithed, and impaffioned? -

‘But my learned and excellent friend, “the
,Rcv.. T. Twining, in the Second Differta-
tion.prefixed .to his Tranflation and Notes
on ArisToTLE's TREATISE ON POETRY, has
cleared this. matter up more to my fatisfac-
tioni’than, Metaftafio, or any of Ariftotle’s
commentators.that I have feen. ' .. .«

- The title of my friend’s Differtation is
this: ¢ On the different Senfes of the Word
Imitatsve, as applied -to Mufic by the An-
«cients and Moderns.” In which he confines
- .mufical smitations, to the raifing emotions and
deas. . And I think the: former will include
“the.pqffions., - There are mere inftrumental
jovements, which awaken ideas. of oy,
Sarraw,. tendernefs, melanchoby, ﬁlemmty,.con\-
Britiony military urdor, &c. Thus far it may
be allowed the title of an rmitative art. A$
“to frrufic ‘#istating human fpéech, whichDr.
_Beatie denies, but which Mr, T'wining et
to
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to have eftablithed, as much as a matter
that depends on fancy, feeling, and prefent
humour, caz be eftablithed ; it is an opinion
to which I fubfcribe (). - S
> Indeed,

(m) Mr, Twining, in his Second Differtation, p. 51,
fpeaking of the /mitative powers of mufic, with admirable
ingenuity, has afligned a ufe for the ancient enbarmonic
genus, which feems more probable than any thing which
‘has hitherto been fuggefted on that dark fubject. « Dra-
matic mufic (fays He) is often ffrictly imitative. It imi-
tates, not only the ¢ff2cz of the words, by exciting corre-
fpondent emotions, but alfo the words themfelves immeds-
ately, by tones, accents, inflexions, intervals, and rhyth-
mical movements, fimilar to thofe of fpeech. That this
was peculiarly the character of the dramatic mufic of the
ancients, feems highly probable, not only from what is faid
of it by ancient authors: but from what we know of
their mufic in general; of their fcales, their genera, their
fondnefs for chromatic and enharmonic intervals, which ap-
proach fo nearly tg thofe fliding and unaffignable inflexions
(if 1 may fo fpeak) that charaerize the melody of
fpeech.” :

*~ It may. be thought too fanciful, perhaps, but it feems to
me, &s if dancing, mufic, and poetry, were reciprocally
imitations of each other ; ‘it is certain, at leaft, that they
are nearly conneflted, and refemble each other; mufic
imitates  the fteps of a dance, and the numbers of verfe.
Hence ‘poetical proportions are, perhaps, called fee2, and
mufical, rbythm. Mufical meafures, times, accents, and
bars, are equally wanted by all the three arts ; and all three
mutuﬂly affift each-other in the Italian ballata (vyhénce’ our

: ' word
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Indeed, I have long experienced and al-
lowed, that by flow, quick, gay, and for-
rowful movements, mufic, without words,
can excite fenfations of various kinds, and
remind us of former events and feelings.
Farther than this, mufic does not feem an
fmitative art. If it imitates any thing hu-
man, important, and impreffive, it is per-
haps, the cry of paffion, whether of j Joy or
forrow. It can laugh and be gay; it can
grieve and lament, with a little help of ima-
gination. When it has words to exprefs, it
thould be the compofer’s and performer’s
ambition to lengthen and tune the tones of -
fpeech and paffion ; to imagine what tones
of voice, in a certain ﬁtuatxon, would beft,
in the language of mufic, excite and enforce
the ideas to be expreffed.

The movements in muficaand meafures
in poetry, have fo great an affinity, that
their rhythmical effeéts arife from the fame
caufe. An heroic verfe, in grave and folemn
fubjects, refembles mufical movements in
adagio, grave, and largo, in common time.
This may be purfued to a much greater

word ballad) which originally impliad an air that was fu&
to words, and danced at the fame time. '
extent
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extent than we ,havé ‘-roorn for here (n).
But as far as concerns Ariftotle’s doétrine,
Mr. Twining's extenfive learning and read-
ing, joined to his knowledge, praétice, and
experience in mufic, have enabled him to
explain this hitherto dark and unintelligible
fubje@, better than a mere {cholar, or mufi-
cian, however deep in his particular faculty,
could poffibly have done.

Cuar. V. of Metaftafio’s Effratto, treats
“ Of comedy and its authors. Of comédie
larmoiante, or fentimental comedy. In what
particulars epic poems and tragedies agree,
and in what they differ. Of the umity of
time, of fable, and of place.”. In this chap-
ter, the unities are admirably explained, and
their doltrine, to my comprehenfion, well
confuted, and relinquithed, by Metaftafio ;
who has proved, that the Greek tragic wri-
ters themfelves had no fuch narrow limits.
He gives the #ime and place of the chief dra-
mas of antiquity, Greek and Latin, in all
which thefe unities are v1olated The unity
of a&mn or fable, feems more pamcularly

() M. Marpurg, of Berlm, haswntten a Treatife in
German, on the comparative length and accents of mufical
potds, arid lingual fyllableo dnlmung zur Smgcmpoﬁmn.
4.to. 1758.

recome-
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recommended by Anﬁotle, and more copy
ftantly ‘obferved than’ either of the other
two, by the ancients. This prccept Meta-x
ftafio tells us, he has hlmfelf obeyed, as much
as poffible: « as the fixing the attention of
the {pectator upon ‘one illuftrious and inte-
refting charaéter, muft produce a more fenfi-
ble and perfe&t effe@, than when divided.”
But even this rule, he fays, muft be con-
ftrued with difcretion and exceptions, or elfe
what would become of the beautiful epifodés
of Homer and Virgil, and the. fecondary
chara&ers in the ancient dramas? Metafta-
fio, in his more than fifty years ftudy and.
ex, oerlence, has by his works, difcovered,
what can be pradifed with effe@, and what
oughttobeavoided, better than all the poetics
of mere theorifts, can ever teach to drama-
tic writers (o).
CHar.
(¢) Mr. Twining, in a liberal and comprehenfive note
on that part of Ariftotle’s poetics which treats of the UNI-
TIES, after proving that Dacier, and other commentators,
have erronebufly afferted that the Stagirite literally and °
rigoroufly meant by the unity of time to coniine the altion
of ‘a tragedy to the limits of a fingle day, ot nearly“fo}
and that the Greek tragic writers have always d{Iber‘eiI t
this rule, fays: ¢ For this, and other inftances of the
idmc kmd I muft content myfelf with rcferrmg the reader
. 9
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C€iar. VI. « Definition, divifion, and
explanation, of the feveral parts of tragedy:
Purgation of the paffions confidered—and
whether it is produced only by means of
terror and compaffion "’ ‘

Cuar. VII. ¢ Of the component parts
and length of tragedy.” '

Cuap: VIIL ¢ The unity of hero (the -
principal charater) does not imply unity of
action.” : '

Cuar. IX. « Differerice between a poet
and an hiftorian. A piece in verfe; though
the, fubje& is neither epie nor dramatic, is
neverthelefs a poem. Of epifodic fables.
Of furprize, and its different degrees.”

. Cuar, X. ¢ Divifion, and explication of
fables, Defence of Corneille,”

to the fenfible and well written Effraito della Poetica & Ari-
fotile, publithed aimong the pofthumoiis works of Metafta-
fio, and which did riot fall into my hands, till all miy notes
were written. It contains many ingenious and fagacious '
obfervations. The fubje®t of the dramatic unities, in
particular, is difcuffed at large; and, I think, in a very
mafterly and fatisfa®ory way. And, with refpe& to the -
firi& unities of time and place; he feems perfely to have
fucceeded in fhewing, that no fiich rules were impofed on -
the Greek poets by the critics, or by themfelves—nor are
impofed on any poet; either by the nature or the end of
the dramatic imitation itfelf.” -

VOL. IIL BB Cuar,
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Cuar. XI. « Of difcoveries and revolu-
tionsy; and their different kinds dnd effes.
Of paffion. Doubts concerning the modern
French rule, of not fhedding blood on the
ftage.” :

Cuar. XII. « Of the lencth and propor-
tion of the feveral parts of tragedy. Of
the chorus. Of the number of ats and
perfonages.” Of the airs in modern operas.”

The chorus, for the lofs of which the
enthufiafts for antiquity make-fuch heavy
complaint, was originally a religious hymn
to Bacchus, at the timé of vintige: The
aéls of the drama were long called epsfodes, -
after they became of mote confequieice than’
the chorus itfelf; but the public, lohg ufed
to them, would not fuffer a drama to be
performed without a chorus, even when it
had 16 connexion with the fable. At léﬁgth,
it became fo vulgar and uninterefting, that,
like a company of modern pfalmodifts in a
country church, the choral fingers were left
in the miidft of their performance by the
audience, at the end of the piece, who would
not ftay to hear them longer than they could
help. But though Mctaftafio cenfures the
abfurdity of this permareiit chorus to évery
drama, he does not think it neceffary to

| banith
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banifh every fpecies of "chorus from- the
ftage. * ¢ The theatre would lofe the privi- -
lege of availing 1tfelf with dlgmty, delight,
and probablhty, of a chorus in’ facrifices,
tnumphs feafts, and on many fimilar occa-
fions, in which if is extremely natural to
fuppofe, that many perfons may concur in
the fame fentiments, and exprefs themfelves
in the fame words.” He gi gives many ¢ other.
mﬁances, where a chorus may be 1ntro€fuced
W1th propnety

"He then proceeds to confider the number
of ads, into whlch a dramatic fable ﬂmould
be divided; and dlfputes the rule whmh
feems to be laid down by Ho)race for five
afls; fthewing, from"a paffage ‘one of
Cicero’s letters, that the ufual numher of
alts'i m that orator’s time, was three. And
thls was {o long eftablithed into a law for.
operas m Italy, that feveral attempts at ﬁvc
aéts, Were there much dlfcountenanced Thc

""""

that three adls would be the beﬁ dwnﬁon of
every dlama as they furnithed a 6egmnmg,
a middle, and an end (p) However, to fave '
the expence and’ trouble of a third DANCE

(p) This divifion includes the perfe& wibole, required
by Ariftotle.
. BB 2 (at
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(at prefent the moft attradtive part of ar¥.
opera) the whole bufinefs of mufical dramas,
whatever it may be, muft conftantly be hud="
dled into #wo aéfs. Metaftafio candidly amf
liberally fays, that « the number of adls in
every drama fhould more.depend on the’
bufinefs to be tranfatted, than on rule and
cuftom.” But that operas, orlcrmally written v
in three als, likeall thofe of this poet him-
felf, thould be cut, mangled, and crufbed,
rather than comprefled, into rwo afs, for
no better reafon, is treating the remains of
the venerable bard with the utmoft indig-
nity, not to fay ftupid barbarlty _
After an ample difcuffion of: the chorus
and number of aéts and charadters, in the-
ancient tragedy, Metaftafio fays: ¢ Before
we quit thefe fubje@s, it may be neceflary
to enquireA into the Rewvolutions of the chorus,
and to what end its different motions were.
eftablithed ; fometimes moving to the left,
like the primum mobile; {fometimes revolv-
iig, like the planets, to the right; and
fornetimes retnaining ftationary, like the
earth. But of the ufe and beauty of thefe
aftronomical reprefentations, invented by the
aricients, or afcribed to them by the inge~
nuity of modern critics, let every one judge
: for -
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for himfelf, All that feems neceffary for us

to fay on this fubje@, is, that (in performing

the odes) the fongs or ftanzas which the

chorus fung in thefe revolutions, took the

names of firophe, that is, revolution; anti-

Sirophe, counter-revolution; and epode, addi-
#ion to the fong. ‘That the poet, in writing
thefe ftrophes, antiftrophes, and epodes,

compofed them in a different meafure from

the reft of the tragedy ; fometimes quitting

the lambic, availing himfelf of the more

quick and lively anapaftic and trochaic feet;

connefting together a certain determinate |

number of verfes, adapted to a particular

periodical melody, which might be often

rcpeated to other words in the fame meafure

and cadence: that this more artificial mufic,

“which took its name from_ th_e revolutlons'
above-mentioned, was not only fung by the
chorus alone, but fometimes -by turns with -

the acors, and fomctlmcs by the a&ors

without the chorus. And finally, it is ob-

{ervable, that thefe determinate melodles,,‘

which may be repeated to different words, are_

exa&ly of the fame kind as the odcs, fongs, ‘
and canzonets, in Italy, which have been'

faithfully preferved in their form and name,

bemc ftill umverfally called jlroﬁ and fire-
BB 3 Sette
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JSette. Now what elfe are the arps of our
mufical dramas, but the ancient ﬁropbe.r OF 2
And why fuch an out-cry againt thefe vifi-
ble and manifeft relics of the Greek theatre,
and from thofe very learned folks, who a_re
always recommendmg to us the 1m1tatron df
it?
~ CHar. XIII. « Of the Protagomftes, or.
principal charactér, and of the unhappy ca-
taftrophe, recommended by Ariftotle.” '
‘Cuap. XIV. « Of terror, compaﬁion, and
the wonderful. Of the dlﬁ'erent kmds of
tragical actions.”
' Anﬁot]e allows of but four events, that
are proper fubjeéts for tragedy The N4 ﬂ is
when the pr1nc1pal perfonage knows the ev11
which he or the is"per petratlno‘ : as Medca,
when fhe murders her children. _
| The /econd when the hero or heroine i is
ignorant of the atrocious deed till after it
is commltted as Oedxpus, Alcm(r.on, and
: Teleconus. """

() This defcription feems almoft to fit our old opera
fongs, in times of da capo, if the ftrophe and antiftrophe
be magmed the ﬁrﬁ and fecond ﬁram of the air, and the
epodc, ‘the addition to the /ang And a number of verﬁ:s
to the fame periodical meiodv, refembles our ballads, or
fongs of many ftanzas, to cach of whlch the fame air is

repeated,
The
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The third, wheu the perfona«e, through
wnorauce, lS on the pomt of commltt,mO'
fome hqrrld action, but is prevcnted by a
fudden difcovery, as Mcrope and Iphigenia.

The foyrth (which Ariftotle regards as the.
worft apd moft contemptxblc) when a cha-
racter is about to commit a crime, but ﬁops
thort at the mﬂgnt he is going to execute
* his defign : as Hemon, in the Antigone of
Sophocles, who was determined to kill his
father. ‘

“ Now this fourth tragic circumftance
(fays Metaftafio) which is fo much difap-
.proved by Ariftotle, appears to me (with all
due deference to fo great a mafter) capable
of being excellently treated. If Hamdn,
for example, when in the laft agonies near
his dying Antigope, fhould have fuddenly
feen his father Creon appear, who had fo
unjuflly and barbaroufly been the cafe of
her death, and in a blind impetus of paffion
had determined to kill him, but in the very
‘act of giving the blow, overcome by the
paternal looks and voice, which he had been
‘accuftomed to reverencc, had found himfelf
unablc to fummou courage fuﬁicmnt to over-
come the compunctions of nature and long
habits ; and, therefore, being unable to fa.v;c_‘

' ' BB 4 - his
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his wife, or to avenge her death, in the
violence of his rage and defpair, if he'had
killed bimfelf, the cataftrophe would have
been one of the moft fpirited ‘and affecting,
that can be imagined : fince it would exprefs
at once the higheft degree of intereft, which
love, nature, rage, and defpair, united, could
produce. Nor would there be wanting' the
indifpenfible Ariftotelian pathbos, that is, the
emotion which arifes from the view of the
dying and the wounded.” -
With refpect to confining all the fenfations
excited by tragedy, to terror and pity, Me-
taftafio fays: < All the juft refpect which ]
feel for this great philofopher, is not. fuffi-
cient to convince me, that tragedy, in its
operations, can avail itfelf of fo other in-
ftruments than Terror and Compaffion. Tt
appears to me, that the admiration of vir-
tue, under a thoufand different afpects; as
friendfhip, gratitude, patriotifm, fortitude,
generofity to foes, and innumerable other
modifications ; as well as the abhorrence of .
the vices of the human heart, which often
impede and oppofe thefe virtues ; all thefe,
I fay, appear to me effitacious, and fair
means of affording delight and inftruction,

without eternally condemning the {pectator
to
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te tremble- thh horror, or weep Wlth
afHiction.”

From this paffage, and from the whole
tenour of his life and writings, it is mani-
feft, that Metaftafio was no ferroriff. And
though Ariftotle, in the thirteenth chapter
of hlS Art of Poetry, has pronounced,
“ that to be the beft conftruted tragedy
which ends unbappily ;° yet Mr. Twining,
in his notes on this chapter, after allowing
that “ nothing feems more juft, or more
accurately expreﬁ'ed, than Ariftotle’s idea of
the end of tfacedy ; that it is 0 give that
pleafure, which arj /é: Jrom. pity and terror,
;brougb imitation” — s dwo iAwss xas poPs A
pIpNCERS Adovny mxeao-xambw—cap x1v. (Tranfl.
P. I fe&. 13.) very much to my fatisfa@ion,
adds, * but the Greck ‘tragedians will be
thought, 1 believe, by moft modern readers,

_to have fometimes pufhéd this principle ra-
ther too far, and to have excited a degree of
horror, which even the charms of imitaticn
cannot well be conceived to have foftened
into pleafurable emotion ; and it ‘appears to
to me, that Ariftotle himfelf inclined to this
opinion, and that he intended this chapter as
a leffon of caution to the poets againft this
excefs. He feems plainly to have confidered

' 4 - . the
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~the affugl murder of a mather, 3-fon,. g
brother, and’ the like, as mcrdents rathcr
too horrible to be exhibited in any way If
the deed muﬂ be done, let it, he fays, lf
Poﬁible-——lf the ftory will permit i it—be dgu;
ignorantly. But it will be ftill better, if yoy -
can evond domo it entlrely 3 1f you can cops
. trive to make the expeﬂatmn, combmed with
the atroaozf/ng/.'r of the event expe&ed an-
 fwer your purpofe, by raifing as much anxi-
;ty, commx[feratloq and terror in the fpec-
tator, as may confift with the pleqfure which
~ is the end of tracredy, and then rehevmg
hxm at laft, by prevennon, at the very mos
ment of executlon And this has been .
almoﬁ mvanably the Braéhce of Meta-
ﬁaf io,

The excellent interpreter and commenta-
tor of Ariftotle, juft quoted, has citeda paf
fage from Roufleay, againft the excefs of
tragical terrorifim, Whlch feems perfcﬂly in
umfon W1th Metaﬁaﬁo s opinion on the fub-
| Je& In concludmc his Nouvelle Elol 2, the
citizen of Geneva fays “Iam unable to
conceive what pleafure the authors of many
of our tragedies can take, in imagining cha-
ra&ers {o full of wickednefs and horror, and
puttmg tbemﬁlve: in the place gf thofé tbey

reprefent,
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reprefent, making them a¢t and fpeak fich
things, as it is impoflible to fee or hcar
~ without thuddering.”

With refpeét to the ufual practice of ter-
minating operas bappily, it may afford fome
- gratification te the cunoﬁty of thofe who
mtereﬂ: themfelves in fuch exhibitions, to
trace it from the firft dramas of modem
’tlmes, that were recited in mufic. '

Rinuccini, author of Eurydice, the ﬁrﬁ:
regular opera, treated the well- known fory
of Orpheus differently from Virgil, in order
to terminate his piece bappily. In this drama,
Orpheus obtams Eurydice from the fhades,
by the power of fong, uncondztzonal{y in=
deed, the author apologxzcs to hxs patroneﬁs,
‘Mar_y of Medicis, in celebration of - whofe
nuptials with Henry IV of France, in 1600, ,
it was written, for having dared to alter thc
termination of the fable of Orphcus Jufh- :
fymv himfelf by its being a time of jubila-
tion ; and addmg, that it was the praéhce of
the Greek poets in other fables: Sophocles,
in his Ajax, had deviated from Homer in a
fimilar manner. Rinuccini, elght years .
after, wrote a fecond opera, ARIANNA,
which he calls a tragedy, though this like-
wife terminates bapp:ly, by comforting the

: unfortunate
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wunfortunate prmcefs, who had been aban-
~ doned by Thefeus, with a celeftial fpoufe,
in the chaxa&er of « Bacchus, ever fair and.
‘young.” ~

Thefe two firft mufical dramas, perhaps,
;fcrved as models for fubfequent exhibitions
of the fame kind : for in examining a com-
'plete collettion of -all the operas that have
gver been performed at Vcnice,' £r6m, 1637
to the prefent time, * Medea’s murdering
knife” feems never to have been ufed ;:angd
the Protagoniftes, contrary to the precept of
Ariftotle, generally proceeds from bad to
lgood and not from bad to worfe, or from
happinefs to mifery (7}

Not one of Apoftolo Zeno’s numerous
'operas, has an unhappy _cat_aﬁrophc_, angd
out of twenty-fix dramas of Metaftafio,
only threc, Dido, Cato, and Atiljus chulus,
tcrmmate in a difaftrous manner, When
.Cato was firft performed at Rome, in 1728
and killed himfelf in the third act, the piece

* (r) Indced the modern Pyramus and Thifbe, died like
two fwans, in an opera of that name, in 1774 ; they were
half an hour in the tuneful agonies of death: and the per-
formers Rauzini and the Schindlerin, being refufcitated
by an encore, delighted the audlcnce thh their own death-.
jom, afetond timne,

was
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was ill-received ; and the next day, an ad-
vertifement. was found on the ftatue of
Pafquin, * inviting the company of death
to the funeral of Cato, who lies extinét in
. the Theatre delle Dame.”

It has been faid that the emperor Charles.
VI, having an utter averfion to terrific ter-
minations of the dramas that were perform-
ed at his court, and withing to fend the
audience -home in good humour from the
theatre,” Stampiglia, the imperial laureat,’
and his fuccciTors, Apoﬁolo Zeno, and Me-
taftafio, to gratify the tafte of their patron,'
reverfed the Ariftotelian canon, and chanoc_ed_
the fortune of their heroes from 4ad to good:
But this feems to have been the ‘general
practice of much more ancient lync poets
than thefe. Inall Metaftafio’s beft dramas,
which terminate with the happinefs of the
principal characters, there are previous fcenes
- of infinite diftrefs and pathos, arifing from
events and fituations of fuffering virtue.
To fee a magnanimous and virtuous charac-
ter, after great trials and'fuﬁ'erings, by which
he has gained our affection, pafs from mi~"
fery to a ftate of happinefs, is more, inftruc.
tive, as well as more gratcful to the ‘human
heart, than the death of villains, or of thofe
who,
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who, like Oedipus, fuffer évery fpemcs of
woe for inevitable crrmes,commrtted throuo'h
ignorance. It is rather a'anger than terrar,
which awakens our pity in the tragedies-of -
Metaftafio. |

The cavalier Planelli (5), one of the beft
Italian writers on the melodrama, or opera,
fays : that « the diminithing the horrors of
tragedy, whatever Mj ifanthropes may fay, s
a certain proof of the progrefs which urba-
mty, clemency, and benevolence, havc made
in modern tunes. The ancient Grceks, de-
fcended from the barbarous and ferocious
nations which firft inhabited that country,
retained, in their moﬁ civilized cities, a
taﬁe for terrific-and fancrumary exhrbmons.
Thc tragedies which remain of the three
great models, all breathe that natronal fpmt.
The characters, mdeed in thefe dramas, are
magnanimous and grand ; but, at the fame
time, impetuous and inhuman. To move a
. people, accuftomed to horror, 1t was thc
bufinefs of tragedy to adopt fables, full of
the moft atrocious: and drfaﬁrous evcnts, or
little attention or fuccefs could be cxpected
from their reprefentation. But modern tra-

(s) DelPOpera in Mufica Trattato. Napoli. 1772.
8vo.

gedy,' 4
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gedy, cultivated by a people many ages cx-
vilizéd, friénds to commercé, hofpitablé to
ftrangers, and profeﬂ'mc a religion which
infpires charity, mildnefs, peace, compaﬁ'lon,
and benéficence, if it did not dlmlmfh atro-
city, would difguft, beyond the power. of

poetry and muﬁc to fupprefs
Metaﬁaﬁo certamly meant this Eﬁmﬂo
and commentary as an apology for devxatmg
from the Stagirite in his own practlce,
though heé had not the courage to publith it.
But in' wrifing for modern mufic, he furely
had powerful reafons for extendmg the fub-
jécts of his dramas beyond mere terror and _
compaﬂion, to Wthh Ariftotle, and his im-
plicit followers, think all tragedy fhould bg,
confinéd. Our poet has, indeed, fuccefl-
fully violated 'this canon of the ancient dra-
matic Iegxﬂator, by excxl’mg an mtereﬂ: mn
the fuﬁErmgs and rewards of every pubhc
and focial virtue : fubjects more appropnated
to’ muficdl expr eﬂ'ion, than the terrors ex-
cited by atrocious crimes and dire calamltles.\
This is ftill adhermg to another affertion of
Anﬁoﬂe that the chief end of tragedy i ns
70 purgé the pqﬁam The tental catharhcs
indeed of the modern lyric bard are not
violent, but rather Iéniént and anodyne, than
e 3 cauftics:

o~
<
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tauftics or ftimulants. The ndlculc fre-
quently thrown upon ﬁncrmv in pam, d;f
trefs, and mifery, by perfons 1gnorant that
ancient tragedies, with all their terrorsy
were conftantly fing, was a fuﬂicnent me-
tive to Metaftafio to: tiy to enhghten the
public, by his fémarks 6n particular doc-
trines of Ariftofle, Indecd, thofé who, ei~
. thet hear or perufe the dramas of Metafta-
ﬁo, thh a determmatlon to allow hun no
therlt, but that to which he is intitled by
his iraplicit obédience to the decrees of Ari:
ﬁotle and of French critics, or the fervile
1m1tat10n of the ancient Greek poets, rob
him of much juft pralfe, and themfelves of
pleafure, in not giving way to thexr own_
reafon and feehng, uxﬁ'cad of judgmg by’
line and rule. ‘The delight which he has
cxmted on- the ftage, with the a.ﬁiﬁance of
mufic, and in the clofet, with that of un ]
biafled tafte and fenfibility, feems Juftly to

intitle him to more praife as an orzgma/ wris
ter, than could be due to h1m for mere claf-i
fical larceny or imitation. What but obli
won, did his learned preceptor Gravina ac-
quire by his tragedies, written exactly on‘
the Greek model? Our countryman, Mr.
Mafon’s tragedies on that plan, will ever, be

~a »‘\

adrmrcd
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admired, in perufal, for the exquifite beayty
of the poetry ; but it is yet a doubt, whether
they will ever have due juftice done them on
the ftage, for which, indeed, he never in-
tenided them, nor did he expect they could
fucceed in reprefentation, as originally writ-
ten. :

It has been faid, that Mr. Gray ufed
to difpute the merit of Metaftafio; and
would not allow his dramas to be legiti-
mate tragedies, or any thing more than
mere fketches, or outlines of tragedy, com-
pared with the expanded dramas of his
favourites, Racine and Voltaire. His friend,
Mr. Mafon, has lately been more liberal, in
acknowledging the merit of the Italian lyric
poet, in a note (p. 102) of his ingenious
Effays on Englih Church Mufic. “ How
great a dramatic writer (fays he) would
Metaftafio have been, if not compelled, in,
fubferviency to his mufical compofers,  to
furnith them only with Libretzi! It muft,
however, be allowed, that his lyrical dramas,
as originally written, in refpett to theatrical
contrivance, and judicious developement of
the flory, infinitely excel the generality
of our modern t_régedies.” _
S veL.it. < cc But



( 386 )

Biit befides the merit allowed him by Mr.
Mafon, the beauty. of Metaftafio’s fentiments -
and poetry, have been the admiration of alt
Europe, for more than fifty years.” .

Modern mufic is, perhaps, too.florid for
narrative poetry. The aiss certainly ﬁppede
the bufinefs of the drama,,and ufurp an ag-
tention of another kind. It is doubtlefs true,
that if mufic had been out of the queftion,
Metaftafie’s dramas might have been eafily
more expanded, and rendered fitter for de-
clamation, and, perhaps, perufal. But one of
the greateft difficulties which Metaftafio had
to encounter, and for the vanqulﬂung of
which he has been the moft admired by thofe
who have ftudied the mufical drama, was
the comprefling the fables he chofe, into fo

fmall a compafs, yet rendering all his plots -
clear, his principal charaéters ﬁrongly mark-
~ ed and confiftent, and his fentiments tender,
- niervous, or philofophical, as occafion required.
- If Metaftafio, in writing for . mufic; -had
* expanded fentiment in fuch long’ fpeéch‘cs,’
as thofe of which Mr Gray has left ys £x-
amples, in the Flacmcnt of his. Agrzppwa,
his dramas might. have been.called. £ze tra-
-'rezx’m, but ‘would never have fucceeded as '

"ope/ as, in whick fentimeént is cxpanded by
' . vacal
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: thaﬁ' By berbal arficulatzon (t)

- Regarded as pieces for declamatwn, the
charaéters-and fentiments are not fufficiently
expatided; but,ds mufical dromas, they are in

all refpeéts the moft perfect that have ever
been produced

1

(t) G, Strozzi, one of the early lyric poets of
Vemcc, in his Delm, an opera performed in that city,
1639, entirely i in recitative, ten years before any thing
tike an air-was- attémpted ; after faying; in an adver-
txfcment at the end of the Libretto, that he had cut out
more than 300 verfes in the reprefentatxon of his opera,
that he might not dbufe the patierice of the audience,
addy; thit < it is the dity of a poet to relinquith his
flourifbes and divifiins (fue Gorghe) which are his digref-
fions and epifodes, to make room for the divifions (paf-

_ faggs) of the fingers.” No time is kcpt in recitative ;
fo that the finger was allowed td dilate and embellith
fentlment, ad libitum. A poet was then more at the
mercy of the finger, than of the compofer ; and when

yotal powers are great; an (as ofterf happens)' out-run

: propnety and difcretion, the performér will not wait for

.. moments of paffion to dnfphy his tafte, execution, and

expreflion, but will riet in florid fong, whenever a liquid

" fyllable or open vowel fhall occar. Marchefi has re-

' 't’ived this primitive cuffom of gracing recitative, not

- - more to the fatisfaltion of the poet, or favourable- to
-the bufinefs of the drama, perhaps, than /mg intreduc-

. tory [ymphonies, ot aric di bravura, of which the admirers

of fimplicity in’ the nartative mufic of the drama, fo
inuch complain.
. cc 3 ¢ 1In
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« In every work regard the writer’s end, ., ., | Ly
Since none can compafs more than they intend,”

Mr. Gray's feverity of decifion concerning’
the merit of Roufleau’s Nouvelle Ebift, is’
little lefs furprifing than his blindnefs to the
merit of Metaftafio. Among all the citizen
of Geneva’s faults and fingularities, imfpidity
and want of intereft, we believe, has never
been laid to his charge, by any other wris
ter. ‘ ’ .
The reft of the chapters of Metaftafio’s
Abfrag?, which, in all, amount to twenty~
nine, are replete with learning, ingenuity,
good tafte, and, above all, with geod fenfe;
Wthh according to Horace, is the firft qua-.
ll‘icatxon of every writer :

: S:fzbmd: recie, fapere ¢ft et principium et fons.

A. P. v. 309.

- It was intended to have concluded thefe
Memoirs, with a tranflation of the whole
Efiratto, not only as a {fpecimen of our au-
thor’s ftyle in profe, but abilities in criticifm 3
but the great number of his letters which.
have been inferted, will not allow- fufficient:
fpace for a woik of fo confiderable a length,’
in the prefent ‘publication. And as, for the
e T e add.ltwnal.
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4dditiorial thrée Yolumes of ‘his' inedited
works, mentioned 'in the Preface, and of
‘which I was extremely ambitious of being
the firft to give-a detailed account to the
Englith admlrcrs of Metaftaﬁo after em-
ploying every probable means which my ea- -
gernefs to be in poffeffion of them, previous
to the publication of thefe Memoirs could
fuggeft; I have, at length, had the mortifica-
‘tion to hear  from Vienna, that the printing
‘the work which Mademoifelle Martines had
‘reafon to expect would be ready for publica-
‘tion in’ Apnl laft, his been 1mpedcd by the
death of the Italian printer, Alberti. And
Tiow the fame “Vienna correfpondent writes
word, that on the 23d of laft month (De-
c¢mber) to his further enquiries, he had only
rccexved for anfwcr, that ¢ the work would
‘be publifhied early in the next month: the
faméanfwer which had been given for feven
months paft So that, for the prefent, 1
muft conitent myfelf with giving my readers
the opinion of an excellent Italian critic on
the moft interefting article among thefe_poft-
humous pieces, which he has feen in manu-
fcript.

“ Befides the 4bffras? of the Poetics of
Ariftotle, . another precious monument exifts

‘ cc3 of
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of Metaftaﬁo s profound ftudy of theGreek.
dramatic writers. A ma.nufcnpt is in the.
pofleffion of hlS executors, fuperfcrlbed w1th
his own hand : Ejbme @i tutte le Tragedie e
Commedze G'recbe per Joccorfo della mia memo-
ria, ¢ non per pubblicarfi. By. the fnendly
kmdnefa of the learned counfellor Martmez,
I haye been mdulced with thc perufal of tbxs
'Mb m whxch the remarks are extench to
the terra mcagmta of ordma(y crmcs, _herp
we fee reafons -affigned for appargnt. defeé'ts,
jWthh the praéhce of the tjmes rcndered nes
ceffary 3 and here we havc a moft, cxa& pa-
ra]lel of the whole PICCCS and thexr ;onftltu.
ent parts, drawn up with the moft captivats
ing clearnefs and fagacuy. And herg we
.may perceive, that it was not from the writ-
ings of Calderon (as has been carelcfsly and
erroneoudly aﬁ'erted) but from the G{eclf
poets, that hc lea,med the arg of wcgvmg
his plots, ‘and the exqmﬁte reﬂexr.ons, max-
ims, and polmml prmcxplcs, with which
Ins dmlowues are embellithed, and thch to
common Judwes, feem 1cattcred at gando{n H
but which were drawn, ﬁom the pnrcft and
dcepeft fprmvs, and w1th a moft’ maftcrly '

oe\,onom)', .
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ceconomy;: always appropriated to different -
chmates, ::\ge's.q laws. ,and cuftoms (u)

TO THE SHADE OF METASTASIO

JF fill allow’d to liﬂ:en, honou: d fhadc
And mortal forrows, reach the happy dead,
Oh'! hear ‘with fenﬁblhty my ftrain,
* Nor humble tears, nor heart-felt grief difdain ! !
-"No views finifter now fufpicions raife -

.-That adulation minifters thy praife.; :- .
.: Thy. worth-and virtues precious tomapkind,. =~
. Have long with veneration £I'd my mind..

; Thy lenient ethics mmgnte each fmart,
And while they ﬂatter, purify the heart,
" 'The farious paffions are at thy controul;’
-Aud each emotion of the human foul. _

» Loft muft that mortal be; who hears in vain
Thy moral leffon, or thy pious ﬁram ! "
“'To Love thy pen could dlgmty 1mpart‘,

- Devoid of vice and each infidious ait'; **
Nor haft thou ever deign’d is caufe to plead,
Unlefs when worth and hanour claim’d the meed, ;;
The friend of virtpe in a gay difguife,
' Whigh captivates alike the weak and wife;,
The diffolute and lawlefs patient hear
Thy tale-of woe, and drop a pitying tear.

(u) Oﬂirvazwm ﬁppm Mtqﬂaf 7] dell’/lbate Bertala,
Baﬁ'ano, 1784. 8vo. .
; .
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The fons of Epicurus learn to feel,
The wounds of {uff’ring worth, and with toheal ;
Infenfibly the hardeft hearts dilate
At noble deeds, and fain would imitate.
Benignant pew’r ! humanity to charm,
And all its vile propenfities difarm ;
Not by harfh rules, which ne’er convince the
mind,
Nor pious cant, of more infipid kind :
More fweet thy moral fong, in virtue’s praife,
Than fporting firens could to pleafure raife ;
Nor for the ftage, was virtue ever dreft, -
In fuch a pleafing, fuch alluring veft.
Long may thy precepts regulate the heart,
And joy feraphic to mankind impart !
Long may thy dulcet meafaresMufic guide, r’:
And tafte and feeling over art prefide ! '
While intelle€tual radiance beams around,
And to the heart points each impaffion’d found !

{i
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AFT'ER the precedmc fheets werc prmt-
ed, and the prefs was clofed, T accidentally
heard, that previous to the publication of
the Three Volumes of Metaiafio’s Poffbumous
Works, at Vienna, an itinerant German
Colporteur, ar book pedlar, hearing of the
folicitude with which thefe books had been
fought by the Englith, in that.city, durinig
many months, contrived to get the ftart of
the trade by procuring, by fome unknown
means, the pofleffion of feven or eight copies
of each impreffion of the work, with which
he arrived in England a fortnight ago ; during
. which time he had been hawking his inefts-
maéle little bale of Metaftafian goods, with-

L S TETR out
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out fucccfs ; owing to the price he fet upon’
it being fo enormous, that no 1mporter of
forcwn books would venture to- deal  with
him; nor would he part with a fingle fet,
on any terms, . However, by the favour- of
a perfon in whofe hands they were left for a’
day or two, I obtained a fight of them for
juft three hours ; during which fhort period,
I made the following hafly remarks, with
which 1 prefent my readers, as addenda to
the Memoirs of the Paet’s Life and Writings.

The firft volume contains his Obfervations
on the Greck Dramatifts, to which there is no
other prefacc or mtroduéhon, than thc foI-
Iow1n°' H

Nota di aleuni offervazioni da me fatfe j prq
tutte le T; ragedze ¢ Commedie Greche che ci ris
mangono, per foccorfo della mia memoria, « Mis
nutes of fome obfervations which I have
made ori all the Greek Tragedies and Comc-'
dies that are come down to us, to aﬁiﬁ: my
memory.”

He begnns with the Tragedies of ]ESCHY.
Lus ; feven of which only have been pre-
i'erved out of ninety-feven which he is faui
to have written. Metaftifio’s analyfis of
Prometheus chained, the firft of Hfchylus's
g!ramas, was: the only one -ofthefe- fhart

articles
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articles which. I had time to read. - Of this -
he ﬁya . ' .
¢ Itis difficult to chara&enze this drama,~_
it is fo extravagant and fantaftical., The
fcene is a horrid rock. - Force and Vidlence,
erfonified, order Vulcan, in the name of Ju-
piter, to chain Prometheus to this rock, fof
having tdo much favoured human kind.
Vulcan executes the command, though with
much. 1elu€tance .and not only bmds every
Part of thc culprit’s body to- the rock with
iron chams, but faftens his. breaft to it w1th i
adamantine npails, Pmmethcus, after. th;s,
is left aloge to curfe the tyraany of Jupq:cr!t
Iu the mean time, the daughters of Theus
arrwe on. the wings  of the winds, tcxform
the chorus They tell him, that thcy had
heard the itrokes of the, hamme,r an theq:
grotto at the .bottom of the fea, and were
comc to- confole him, and to learn the acca~
ﬁon of | his dx(grace. Prometheus,. in the
dreadful ﬁate in which they found him, . re-
lates ina cnrcumﬁantlal .manper, the bene-
fits' whwh he had conferred: on.mankind,
Saymg, that Juplter, the ufurperof Saturn’s
kingdom, was a tyrant, and-would.beider -

throncd by another, whom. he (Prometheus)
knew, but whofe name he would Aot reveal,
 The
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"The chorus counfels him to fubmiffion ; but
he refufes to comply, At length Ocearius
arrives on a winged monfter, neither de-
fcribed nor named, on a vifit to the fuf-
ferer: pities him, and offers his interpofition :
It s’ reje€ted, and after a long debate, he
departs to the found of Triton’s trumpet,
‘The chorus weeps, and advifes him to be
calm and fubmiffiye ; but all in vain. They
are mterrupted by the arrival of a furxous
cow; that is, by the daughtcr of the rivet
Inachus. Prometheus, in fpite of the nails
in his breaft, manifefts much curiofity to
know the hiftory ‘of this cow. She, with
great eloquence, fatisfies him; and he, in
correfpondent terms, tells her her fortune,
A fit of madnefs agitates the cow, and the
quits the ftage. "Prometheus, ftill obftinate,
continues his imprecations. Meréury enters';
and by command of Jove, orders him to de-
¢lare who it is that will dethrone him, on
pain of a violent encreafe of his torments.
Prometheus laughs at his threats, infults Ju-
plter and his meflenger, when the hcavens,
grow dark, and a furious ftorm of wind,
thunder, and. lxchtmno enfues. Prome-
theus criés out, mvokmg Themis (or _]'uﬂ:xcc)

to terminate the tragedy.
- Father Brumoy will not abfolutely’
allow,
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allow, that Jo appears in_the form of 3 -
cow; but the author, at verfe §go, calls her
Béxcgw, bubulis predita cornibus: and at verfe
675, Ksgdais, cornuta; and the {choliaft ex-
plains s sis Buv perafrnSsions.

« There being only a fingle charalter
chained to a rock, who receives a few vifits,
it would have been difficult not to preferve
the unity of place. But Pere Brumoy thinks
]Efchylus wonderful in having invented thxs
unity.”

Being, at length, in pofleffion of a copy of
this pofthumous publication, over which my .
power is unlimited, I fhall extend my eXs
trals of the poet s remarks on the Gtcck dra-
matifts, and give a fhort account of thc reﬁ:
of the contents of thefe volumes. .
-« The feven chiefs againft ‘I'beée:., Thls
tragedy can hardly be called a drama, con-
fifting only of extreme long choral odcs, and
a fhort narrative. The ftyle is extremcly
Iyrical ; full of metaphor and imagery, par-
ticularly in the chorufes. The fable finithes
at the 823d verfe, with the death of the two
ho{’ule brothers. The reft of the play con-
fifts of weeping and wailing, and a decree of
the people concerning the funeral rites’ of
the flain, granted to Eteocles, and denied to
Polynices. Antxgonc wn(hes to bury the

latter ;
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latter ; but is oppofed by the herald, axd thé
tragedy ends, without the audience knowing
how it will be determined. So’ that :thé
unity of ation is violated, and the fable left
unfinithed. There is a {cene between Eteo-<

~ cles and the chorus, againft the importutfity
of fearful women, which is long, ufelefs, and
comic.

« The Perfians. It is difficult to fay whaﬁ
is thie real fubjeét of this tragedy. The
repetition of the narrative of the defeat of
-the Perfians at the battle of Salamis, and the
perpetual lamentations of the chorus:of aged -
Satraps, compofe the whole drama.-.. Atoffa,
the mother of Xerxes, by a kind of magical
incantation, evokes the thade of -Darius: her
hufband, to.give her counfel and news of her
don Xerxes. The ghoft knows nothing of
" what has happened, and has it to learn. But
afterwards tells her, that Xerxes .was ill-
advifed to contend with Greece. And-eré&
he difappears, gives the followmg advxca to
the old men.

¢ My ancient frierids, farewel: and ‘midft Wiefe ill? e
*. ¢ Each day in pleafure bathe your droupmg'fpn"ts&
¢ For treafured riches nought avail:the.dead™ .: .
' o ound Pormx&

4 . : . f-‘-Atofr&
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;% Atoffa-hasing.of - the-grest flaughter.of
the. Perfians, and the thameful ﬂlght of. hcr
fon, fays: - S S
f ¢ Unhappy fortune, wha.t a ttde of ﬂls ' e
© ¢ Burfts o%er me ! ‘Chief this foul dxforace, whlch ﬂléWs

7. ¢ My fonx divefted of his rich attire, -

¢ - ¢ His royal rebes all rent, diftralts my thongbts.

¢ But I will go, chufe the moft gorgeous veft, .
¢ And hafte to inect my fon.’

PoTTER,
o At length,- Xerxes appears with.a lift of
-the flain; exhorts the chorus te tear his hair,
‘beat his breaft, rend his garments, and: join
with him.in loud lamentations. “And with

‘¢his alternate (ymphony, the tfagedy ends:-
« Agamemnon. ‘This i3 unanimoufly:al-
-Jowed by the literary world, to b ‘the moft
tdifficult -and' obfcure: of: the tragedies -of
+E{chylus, 'abounding  with::diftorted -aud .
-daring metaphors, with figures and-ideasthat
sonly belong .to' lyric poetrys.: : The plot :is
cthe affaffination of Agamemuon, by Glytem-
neftra and Agifthus. The pesfon bf. Aga-
memnon is little feen ; he only appears once,
and, what he fays, is not. fufficient to furnith
an jdea of his chasadter. - That of thefalfe,
perfidious, -and-cruel: Clytemnefira; 1s° well
drawn.- The chorus is animated, obfcure,
' IR - ‘ o and
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and’ Iyriéél the enthufiaftic- prédr&xons‘ of i
Caflindra are of the fame kind. "Tthe' tra«’re&y
begins with a watchman, or fentinel,! who'
fpeaks from the top of the royal palace ‘B_‘
Clytemneftra having placed him there” to"
difcover when a lighte'd flzambeau wis to be
feen, which would difcover the ruinof Troy: >’
And this was to be communicated by per-'*"
fons placed at equal diffances from mount ™’
Ida and Argos. The flambeau is feen, and’
foon after a meflenger arrives, as fwift'as” -
lightning, with the news of the taking of
'rr()y . : R it

¢ In this, as well as in other @reek tra- *
gedies, at the opening of a door in the ftene;*
the dead bodyof the perfon flain is difcoveted;
and often of many perfons, not very eafy to *
comprehend. Inlike manner, the words and-"
cries of perfons are heard in the fireet or-
fquare, who are killed in the interior palace; A
In this tragedy, the murdercrs ‘remain un<*
pum{hed o ’

¢ The Cboepborre, or Bearers of Libdtions. '
The fubje of this tragedy is ‘the famte as*
that fo which Sophocles and Em’rplc}es have s
given the’ txtlc of Eléétra. }Efchylus ﬁylcs i
thofe damfels 'Choépborz whe “were in the

fcrvm‘e of " Clytemneﬂ:ra, ‘bt * partialtd -
1 Elc&ra,
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Eletira; and who. follow. her with the libg- __
tions to be made.to the tomb of Aganmem- -
non. The fiyle, as ufual, is tumid and figu-
rative to excefs ; but the eondu& in general,
fimple and natural,

-« In all the three Eleiras, probabllxty
feems wanting for the fuccefs of Oreftes’s
enterprifej but in this; more than in the
others.  Oreftes, alone, unknown in the
royal palace of his enemy; kills his mother,
and the tyrant, without a fingle guardy
domeftic; or any one crying out or oppofing
him: 7The fcene in which Oreftés bar- .
baroufly obliges his mother to enter the
- palace for him to murder her on the dead
body of Agifthus, is fuch an atrocious aét of
inhumanity, that Pere Brumoy himfelf, who
ufed to be tranfported with every thing con-
cerning the golden age of Athens, is obliged
to confefs this tranfattion to be infupport-
able. _

¢ Clytemneftra, at ere 893, in order to
‘move her fon to compaflion, that he mxght
not kill her, opens her breaft, and reminds
h:m of the milk which he had fucked from
" And a little before, verfe 754, the purfe

of Orefles, haying thought him dead, weeps
over him, and r;mmds hun of thc fanguc

_VOL. III. . DD T whxch"
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which the had had in brmgmg him. ups mot
forgcttmg to mention the .inconvenienge
which he had put hcr to, during. ‘his - htﬂq.
- natural wants.

« To enjoy thefe beauties, we ﬂmul& bq
enabled to tranfport ourfelves to thofe vene~
rable ages, when fuch things were admnredf
as profane moderns are ‘unable to. compn:q
hend. _

¢ The Eumenides, or Furies.. Thc a&i.m _
of this drama is the trial or abfolution of.,
Oreftes. It begins in the temple of Apollo
at Delphos. At the opening, the old Pythia.
appears, who makes a long invocation ta all.
the prefaging divinities, and retires to place
herfelf on the tripod; but is feen no more
throughout the tragedy, nor is it known why- .
fhe appeared, nor why fhe did not return.

1% At v..93, -Oreftes, conducted by Méi-
cury, quits the temple of. Delphos, to: go tb—
that of Minerva at Athens. - :

¢ .Atv. 137, the Faries. madeep Mep it

_ thc temple of Delphos, anfwer, while they
are fnoring; the thade of : Clytemneftra, xiho
wifhes to wake-them,. that'they may-purfue
Oreflas; -and the-gheft fays 1 Whatd :de you
fnore ? -'So eagér s the-author that' the audi-
ence fhould kiow and admire his ifivention.
T3 e | “ At
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U8 Ay, 235, Oreftes'appears in tHe' tém:
ple of Minetva at Athens: and the Furies;
after a few verfes, join him. A manifeft and
confiderable breach of the unity of plices
For if this is not a change of fcene, what is
it? "And yet Ariftotle docs not refent the'
facrileO‘e. ‘Tt is well for Zfchylus, that he
wis born fo many ages before M. &’ Aubignac,
who, I know not how, has diffembled this
énormity of the father of tragcdy, or let 1t
efCape his obfervauon.

"4 At v. 663; Apollo fays, that the fon'
‘owes ot hxs ‘corporal exnﬁence to hxs
‘mothcr ' : S

" smmmem She but thc nuttient foll -
That gives the ﬁranger growth L
Procrmt autem :Ile, qui, uy' Iet

Pt

. T}ns is one of thofe Grccxan ﬁmplycmes
which modern palates cannos: taﬂc

« The Supplicants. - The. condné'tf of tlns

fable-hds all the. ﬁmphc:ty f muqh admu'ed

4
\ .

!Mﬂum&ﬁmmm()m:
. My Gathar wes the sathor of my beiagt. © '+
',J %Y‘Wbrmd\tmfonh hegavemclh,

ks V0 fpe bu fuller'd; w0 the igher caute
lxhn mgrence then I dmd hirs due..

J— _ ?ornx.' o
RN \ DD2 | by
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by thc fevcac connoiffcurs of (uccmn theatn-
cal perfe@ion. © The fifty daughters of. ﬁar
naus, to avoid -being wedded to their fifty’
coufins, the fons of Aigyptus, flv with their
father, to demand an afylum of Pelafgus,
king of Argos, and obtain it. TFhe paucity
of events is fupplicd by the extreme inaétivity,
and prolixity, of the chorufes. The fcene is
near the fea thore, where the images of the
gods are placed, who prefide at the Athletic
games, not far from the city of Argos. ;.

% From v. 466,. the Danaides, in order ta
induce Pelafgus to afford the afylum which
he grants, carry on with him the following
ingéniou‘s dialogue : -

N
‘o

G /Jaru.f ( the daughters of Danaus).
Seeft thou thefe braided Zones that bind cur
, robes ? :
Pelafgus. Ormaments thefe that fuit your female ﬁatc
Cho.. . Know then the honeft purpofe thefe fhall ferve,
‘Pelaf - What would thy wards intend? Explain thyfclf
Cho.” ~ Tf honour fhall not guard this female train— -
Pelaf:. * Howcan thefe binding zones fecure your fafety?
Cha.. : Hanging new trophies on thefe images. :
Pelafi - Myfterious are thy words ; fpeak plainly to me.
C/;a. ' To tell thee plamly then, I mean curfetves,
oo " PorTER.

Wohla

“ Thc qkegangc of tln; llttle dlaloouc
nccds ne. CXPI'!n‘lthD, to thofe who by dmt
ot.le'zrmng are become Athenians.

. “ At
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¢« At the fight of a ﬂup, which Danaus
conJeé'tures 10 be that which conduéts- thc
. fifty fons'of Agyptus, he flies to the city to
‘demand affiftance againft his perfecutors;
thhout its being known, why he leaves his
daughters, who bemo' young and aétive, might
have gone on this buﬁneﬁ much better than
their aged father, and not have been expofed
to the violence of their coufins. The father
leaves them, and a fingle herald from :their
coufins comes to order them to embark with
him." They refift. Hbe offers to force them
on board ; and they, though fifty in number, -
can only defend themfelves by their fcreams;
~ ¢ But help arrives.. Danaus has already
been at Argos, and found Pelafgus; told hun
* their danger, the foldxers are embodxed and
have marched to the fca-ﬁde in the time thag-
a few lines have been uttered.. .

“ The herald being departed;” king Pe-
lafcus invites Danaus aud fns daughters to
come to Argos, afﬁgns thcm habxtatlons in
the city, and departs, Danaus, before. they
fet out, gives his daughters fome wholefome
admonition. But the 'thing whxch he re-
commends to them in the moﬂ: anxious and
prolix manner, is, that they do not difbonour
bim in a ﬁmnge land tbat tbey &fford no

p D 3 nen ajlportumty
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ofiportunity for feandal, but remain-mpdeft,
‘though young .-women . are much: addiftedta
bu(. .o ..‘. . B :'_2,:
¢ Such an admonition in our times wonkd
‘be ufelefs and injurions, fuppofing that royal
‘princefles are incapable of failing in -thiir
duty; but in the time of Efchylus, there
were no {uch fuppofitions; and fimple nature
.was then reprefented, which is the dchght uf

our literati.” .

- After thus pointing out. where the unities
are violated, the plots imperfeét, the perpe-
trators of horrid crimes unpunithed, and
‘delicacy and propriety wounded, .according
to modern ideas ; Metaftafio gives.a fketch
of the life of Afchylus, and apologizes, not -
only for his imperfections, but for being forccd
to pomt them out. _

¢« Alchylus (fays he) was doubtlefs thc
father of tragedy. He firft put nasratives
‘into aétion, invented the ftage, tragic drefles
‘and matks ; fo that all the theatrical won-
ders in fubfequent times are derived from
his fublime inventions. We therefore owe
him infinite gratitude and refpe, and fhould
-exa& them from others, if the envious im-
: pertinence of . pedants, in order to depreciate
~their cotemporanes, did not ftupidly and
arrogantly
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Sirrogantly rexalt: 'beyond meafure  wintover

- was'reprehenfible in him, which, - howver

ought to be refpe@fully over-looked, in gri-
titade for: the incomparable’ merit of“a - firft
‘imvention 5 and if ‘proud-of their lamentable
obfervations, they. did not. ere& themfelves

-into legiflators of an'art of which theyate
:wholly ‘ignorant, ‘and ‘in- which- they have
- "eitlier had no experience, or' when they have
had the prefumption to attempt ‘to-adquine

it, have become the objecs-of public derifion.
-Hence' even refpeCtable: men have been
forced to refle&, and declare to the world
_how little | i8 come down to us- from “ofsr
‘predeceflors that is valuable ; mot with a view
fo diminith their fame, but.merely to' un-

“tnafk the fivid and falfe omcles cf the poor

dmﬁgurcd Parnaffus. g

.-« The ftyle of Afchylus is Tubhme, figu-

‘ rative, and metaphorical to excefs. . Terror is

/alwdys the obje& which. he: propofes ¢ his
-feholiaft afferts, that in the reprefentation of
.zhe' Eumenides; many children-died of. faglit,

“and yemny’pregnant: wamen -mxfcatrxed'

Crdnt Yudarus ApeHa.’?:. ~izov =

~: Phe: hemammg feve!: tmgbdns nf’ So-

“PHOCLES 3 ‘the nincteen:of Evrirtnzs: ¢ and
bowomnard vy DD ger oo Cor othe
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thé: cleven- coinedios of ARISTOPHANESySFg
analyzed in thefame concife and charaéteriftio
manper as the dramas of Afchylus. . - Matiy
 pf -his-peflexions ‘on: the Greek dramatifis
Hhave- been -inferted "in the: Abfira@'of -the
Poetics of Ariftotle,” Indeed more.inflances
fecm to bave been given by Metaflafia.of. the
total ipattention to any rule concerning. the
unities in Sophocles, Euripides, and Arifto-
.phanes, than in Afchylus; or rather more
proofs that po fuch rule exifted, when .thefe
great fathers of theatrical excellence flourith-
.ed. For when any one. of. the . unities has
efcaped viplation in their dramas, it feems
-ghore to have been by chance, than from any
fixed rule or principle : as there is {fcarce any
‘one of their comedies or tragedies where
they are cntirely. preferved ; though there
-are -many which- would bhave becen much
njured if they had efcaped:yiolation.
The extreme differgnce i ancient and
modern times, of manners, morals, religion,
and..even. in. the ‘conftruction of theatres
reenders clofe and fervile imitation of ‘the

- Greek: dramatifts now. inadmifhible ; though
<the bold, fublime, and noble fentiments, the
«beroie vistugs and chara&ers. and. the ex-
“’ quifite
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quifite: beautiss of. the. conceptions: and mg
rality-in the .poetry of the choral adesy muyld}
alwidys exgite the-waonder.and rapture of Hen
of found deagning and good tafte, in.all ages
and countries, where the compefitions. of ths -
ancient Greeks are wpderftood in the origir
pal, or. their.true fpirit is transfufed inte
ather. laugua.gcs by tranflation. . . '
In. the: review of the Andromache of '
Evnxmbns, Metaftafio bas pointed qut fuch
inftances in the: hnguagc and fentiments of
that tragedy, as, if clafely imitated or tran-
fated, woyld be. thought coarfey mdecorous,.
and.far from. decent in 3. modern drama, "
 The firange cvents and feemingly-abfurd
apd impyre language of the heroic charatters,
would ngt be djfficult for the mederns, to
copy and adopt ; but the fublime beauties of
the poetry, and fometimes, of the fentiments,
will never be made common by theft ar
‘open imitation in modern times, .. .
- So licentious, {currilgus, and not only far-
caftic, but malignant a dramatift as ARISTO»
‘PHANES, was not likely tp be treated : with
partiality by fo ‘moral, benevolent; and de-
corous. a. writer, as Metaftafio; yet fo juft,
difcrimipativg, and candid are his reflexions
: on
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on the remains of this metcilefs eneiny of
Socratés and “Eutipides, that his greateftad- .
mirers and imitators mult allow Kim to be
treated with-that temper and fuiriefs; with
which Ariftophanes never treated friends or
foes, or even the gods-themfelves.' - *"
After indicating the defe@s in' the plan
of his Plutus, Metaftafio fays: that ¢ not-
withftanding thefe cenfures, the dialogue of .
this piece is {o natural, full of grace, and the
moft acute and poignant wit, that it mani.
fefts the genius, and rich mine of ridicale
with- which he was pofleffed. In the midft
"of the moft indecent deformities with which
-this comedy abounds, we fometimes “rneet
with traits of the moft folid morulity;
partlcularly in the defence which Povariy
makes of herfelf, which is worthy - of Plato.
¢ He regards the Bemale Orators, tiot like
-Pere Brumoy, as a ftvere fatire on’ wortet,
but rather as a fatire on'the inconftaficy amsd
. folly of the Athenian people, in pérpetuaily
reforming and changing' their ‘form of go-
vernment ; adopting the vifions of the moft
extravagant projéQors, provided they wete
wéw 3 and theréfore the authior recommends
that women' fhiould be placed‘at the head:of
- the
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-she - ftate, as the. only - revolunonary pro-
jedt left antried, So -that this js not the
snoft indecent of . his -pieces, a3 has been
generally imagined, thoughcertainly the-meft
difgufting 5 as he-has not fcrupled to - intro-
duce a magiftrate eafing himfelf in the ftreet;
.during which time he is extremely witty to
the fpe&ators, and gives them an amplc' dofe
~of. Attic falt and pleafantry. .
.- “_Ariftophanes (fays Mctaﬁaﬁo) was &
v mgt of an extraordinary imagination’ and
-#loquence;. daring, impudent, malicious, and
s eontemner of all order, decency, humanity,
_probability, and almoft common fenfe, in his
.allegories and allufions'; provided they gra-
tified his fpite and {pleen. Plutarch; among
.the anciénts, and Pere Brumoy, in modern
times, have declared this poet to be infuffer-
-able among honeft and well educated men in
_paycivilized country. He delighted the Athe-

* . ‘mian mab, by ridiculing every.thing that was

-venqrable, and which had loug been thought
- facred ; and his principal obje® was the
deftruion of religion and morality, by bur-
Jefguing the reafoning of Sosrates, as modern
philofophers do:the facred writings and the
‘do@trines. of the moft piods and. profound
;heoloolans

Amon g
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;. Among the felec? Letters which, occupy
tb,e chief part of this publication, therc are
fcvcral which were- not_inferted in “the ﬁvc
volumes of the Poet's correfpondcnce in ‘the
Nice edition of his works; but thefe .are
neither fo long, nor, feemingly,;ib_impqgt'gx:x_;g,
as many that have been omitted. In looking
at the index of letters that appear in thefg
additional volumes, I perceived one to the
Emprefs Queen 3- feveral to the Princefs di
- Belmonte ; three to Goldoni ; three or four
to Calfabigi; two to the celebrated chlef of _
the Bologna {chaol of finging, Bemacchl, :
two to ondatl ; two to Captain Benmcafa H
one to Father Bofcovich ; one to Mr. Hoplc,
.and one to Cahufac, that arg not in the Nice
;:dmon )

Qf' three notes wnttcn in French by the
Emprefs ueen, to the 1mper1al laureat, tWQ
havc already been mfertcd n thefc Memoxrs.
Thc inedited pogtry is very 1nConﬁderablc
and the. tketch of his life is chxeﬂy takcq’
from Rezer's epitome.

. His WiLL, made in 1763, and the Cgm-
plL, dated 1980, mferted at.the end of . thq -
’ th;rd wolumc, caught my attcntmu ; apd
was very glad te ﬁnd in them a clear and fu -
‘Ibfaﬁof)’ rcfutatlon of thc want of aﬁ'céhon ‘

- T - - for
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for his family, which has been unjuftly laid
to his charge"’ ; and which, if true, would
have confidérably diminithed the excellence
of his moral chara@er. ’

It appears. in his Teffament, made 1765,
that he bequeaths to his brother LEoroLp
(whom he calls his amabiliffimo fratello) soo
Roman crowns a year (the intereft of 30,600
crowns) and the fame to his fifter BaArBARA.
"To Mademoifelle Marianna Martinez, he-
leaves 12,000 florins, with his harpfichord,
clavichord mufic-books, and book-cafe; and
appoints her refiduary legatee, in cafe fhc
furvived hier brother Giufeppe. ’

In'the Codicil, dated 1780, bis brother and
JSifler being dead, he made a ncw and more
confiderable difpofition of his effeéts in fa-
vour of the Martinez family, with whom
he had lived in uninterrupted friendfhip and
a&'c&non, upwards of fifty years; and to
whoﬁ: care and kindnefs, durmg a long
fencs of ill health, he afcribed his longe-
vxty

"Another draw-back from his fortitude
and phllofophy, which has been trlumphantlv
made by thofe who, unfoundedly, accufed

sy -
IR PRI .

- -4
* See Vol. I. of thefe Memoirs, p. 112.
2 him
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him of an invincible repugnance to {peak-
ing of old age, and death, is taken 6if; not
only by-his’ frequently rhentlomﬁg both in
his letters, with no more horror than other
mortals ; but by the following paffage in his
laft will : | ’

s Having been affli&ed with a very pre-
carjous ftate of health during forty years,
which often rendﬂxcdlzfﬁwfuﬁerable, it is
my with, after my deceafe, to have my body
opened by a fkilful furgeon,’ in hopes that
fome_difcoyery will be made, that may be
of ufe to my furvivors.” Envy itfelf could
faften no wice upon him; and the fragkien:
and sfrmities that have been -laid - to -his
charge, fecm very eafy for candour to m-
vahdate
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