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Roman Hoffstetter (1742 - 1815) was a monk in the Benedictine
monastery at Amorbach. He wrote a number of Divertimenti for
string quartet using Haydn's early quartets as his model. Several
of these were passed off by publishers as by Haydn. The set of
six which are at Nos. 4530 and 4531 in the Merton catalogue
were published as Haydn's Opus 3 and until the 1950's were
accepted without question as Haydn's because Haydn himself
included them in his own catalogue of his compositions.

Ironically the Andante cantabile of the fifth quartet of the set
had in that period become easily the best known and best loved
of all Haydn's chamber music under the title of Haydn's
Serenade, and those old enough to remember the BBC Third
Programme’'s Music in Miniature chamber music series will
recognise it as the signature tune.
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