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THE ISLAND OF PINES.

Across the willow-lake a temple shines,

Pale, through the lotus-girdled isle of pines,

And twilight listens to the drip of oars—

The coming of dark boats with scented stores

Of orange seed; the mist leans from the hill,

While palm leaves sway 'twixt wind and water chill,
And waves of smoke like phantoms rise and fade
Into a trembling tangle of green jade.

I dream strange dreams within my tower room,
Dreams from the glimmering realms of even gloom ;
Until each princely guest doth, landing, raise

His eyes, upon the full-orbed moon to gaze—

The old moon-palace that in ocean stands

"Mid clouds of thistle-down and jewelled strands.

PO CHU-L
AD. 772-846.

Po Cuu-I 1s almost nearer to the \Western idea of a poet than any other Chinese writer. He
was fortunate enough to be born when the great love-tragedy of Ming-Huang and T'ai Chen was
still fresh in the minds of men. . . . He had, moreover, the feeling for romance which is so
ill-defined in other poets of his country, though strongly evident in Chinese legend and story.

Po Chu-I is, above all, the poet of human love and sorrow, and, beyond all, the consoler.

(From ** A Lute of Jade.”” By L. CrRanMER-BynG.)



THE ISLAND OF PINES,

From the Chinese poet, Po Chu-I.A.D.772-846.

Rendered into English by
L. Cranmer-Byng.

Lento e molto sostenuto.

Music by
Granville Bantock.
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