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Joseph-Hector Fiocco (1703–1741) was the son of Pietro Antonio
Fiocco, a Venetian composer who had settled in Brussels. Trained
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Overall the music is strongly French in style, featuring character
pieces with evocative titles, extensive use of ornamentation, and
many pieces in rondeau form—all of which will be familiar to
those who know the works of François Couperin and other Ba-
roque French masters. However, Italian elements are present as
well; the last four pieces in the first suite constitute an Italian-style
sonata that could be performed on its own.

These pieces, with their idiomatic writing for the harpsichord,
are delightful to play or listen to and deserve to be better known.
They are generally not difficult to play, making them accessible to
most performers. This edition aims to present a text as close to the
original printing as possible while still being useful to modern key-
boardists. It includes an Introduction with discussion of ornamen-
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and critical notes on the text. z
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*“The	rondeau	is	repeated	up	to	the	word	‘end.’	”		Despite	this	direction,	‘Fin’	is	not	found	in	the	original	printing.	
				 	The	rondeau	is	reprinted	here	to	avoid	a	page	turn,	with	‘Fin’	added	at	the	most	logical	spot.		One	might	play	
				 		 	the	rondeau	twice	to	provide	a	better-proportioned	ending	to	the	piece.
									The	form	of	this	piece		is	unusual,	a	two-part	work	with	the	first	part	in		rondeau	form	and	the	second	in	
				binary	form,	with	the	initial	rondeau	repeated	at	the		end.		Perhaps	because	the	piece	as	a	whole	is	not	in	rondeau	
				form,	Fiocco	did	not		label	it	as	a	rondeau	at	the	beginning	as	he	did	with	the	other	rondeaus	in	the	collection.			
				(For	another	piece	with	similar	structure,	see	“L’Épineuse”	in	Couperin’s	26e	Ordre.)	
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*	There	are	no	segni	or	other	indications	that	the	rondeau	should	be	repeated,	which	is	unusual.		Perhaps
			this	is	due	to	the	length	of	the	third	couplet;	note	also	that	the	couplet	ends	in	the	home	key	of	D	minor.
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z Pièces de Clavecin, Op.1, by J.-H. Fiocco z

Joseph-Hector Fiocco (1703–1741) was the son of Pietro Antonio
Fiocco, a Venetian composer who had settled in Brussels. Trained
in music by his father and older brother, he spent his working life
as a church musician, holding important posts in Antwerp and
Brussels. He composed a considerable amount of choral music for
church use, as well as other works such as the harpsichord suites
in this volume.

Fiocco brought out his Pièces de Clavecin at Brussels in 1730,
his first and only published work. This volume offers two suites,
in G major/minor and in D major/minor, each with twelve pieces.
Overall the music is strongly French in style, featuring character
pieces with evocative titles, extensive use of ornamentation, and
many pieces in rondeau form—all of which will be familiar to
those who know the works of François Couperin and other Ba-
roque French masters. However, Italian elements are present as
well; the last four pieces in the first suite constitute an Italian-style
sonata that could be performed on its own.

These pieces, with their idiomatic writing for the harpsichord,
are delightful to play or listen to and deserve to be better known.
They are generally not difficult to play, making them accessible to
most performers. This edition aims to present a text as close to the
original printing as possible while still being useful to modern key-
boardists. It includes an Introduction with discussion of ornamen-
tation and other performance issues, a glossary of French terms,
and critical notes on the text. z
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