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Notes for Ricercata 3  

(page 28 of manuscript) 

 

 

- Time signature: 

The time signature of the piece is alla breve in the manuscript, and measures are delimited by means 

of a dot under the staff, approximately in the first half and at the very end of the piece. In contrast, in 

the middle section of the piece Virgiliano did not indicate any measure delimitation.  

 

Two versions of Ricercata 3 are proposed: 

- The first version  

is an attempt to stay as close as possible to the manuscript, without bars. The objective is to 

approach the grouping of notes as written by Virgiliano, which might help to decide on 

interpretation.  

- The second version  

is more conventional, with bars corresponding to the alla breve time signature. The following 

adaptation was made in Bar 123 to restore consistency with the time signature: the 6
th

 note is a 

dotted quaver in the manuscript, and is followed by two semiquavers. It has been replaced in the 

transcription by a dotted crotchet, anticipating the next musical motive, which might have been 

Virgiliano’s intention (?). 
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