
Carver: Missa Dum Sacrum Mysterium

Source: The Carver Choirbook, National Library of Scotland, Adv.MS 5.1.15 viewed via DIAMM.

Clefs G2,C2,C4,C4,F4 x 2. Note values halved. Transposed up one tone.

Perfect tempus is shown by a barred circle, imperfect tempus by a barred broken circle,

triplets by black notation prefixed with a 3 in the stave. Prolation is always imperfect.

Finals are of variable length and are rarely provided with pauses. 

Partial key signatures in the source are suppressed but their effect is reproduced by accidentals. 

There are so many juxtapositions of c sharp and c natural that it was clearly an intentional effect,

so very few editorial accidentals have been added. Any such are shown above the note. 

Accidentals have continued force to the end of the line and have not been noted as editorial when

repeated in the modern bars. The interpretation of the accidentals in the Et Iterum section

of the Credo is thus not in doubt.

Erasures, ligatures, new lines, black notes and signa congruentiae are not recorded.

The voices are treble, mean, alto, tenor and bass, all doubled. 

The trebles have a normal range, except for an excursion into the mean range by Treble1 in the Benedictus. 

Possibly intrumental support was envisaged.

This is more likely in Carver's motet O Bone Jesu, where the trebles go up to B as transposed. 

The means' range goes down to G as transposed.

The alto parts as expected are for high tenors, but the range is extended downwards, and 

normal tenors would find no difficulty with these parts.

Tenor 1 has a standard tenor range, but the range of tenor 2 is extended so far downwards

that it also functions as a third bass, especially in the full sections. This is notated using frequent changes

of clef. Tenors and basses could both be assigned to this part.

The bass parts have standard ranges.

In the following commentary, note values and pitches are those of the edition.

Gloria bar 27, Alto 2, last four notes e,d,c,b. Bar 39 Alto1, c# after second note.

Bar 85 Bass 1 3rd beat: minim C and minim rest both erased, so the semibreve A has been

shifted back a beat and editorially dotted. Bar 108 Tenor1 Spurious SB rest between G and A.

Credo bar 14, Mean1, sharp in previous bar could be a cancellation of the previous natural, or it could sharpen 

the Gs. Bar 43, Alto2, this C and the next should be # according to the KS, but it is impossible. 

Bar 50, Bass 2, first note minim, no triplet. Bar 55 Basses 1,2, C# KS in error (KS are either

B flat or B#, or C natural and C# as transposed, but here there is neither). Bass1 C natural  KS resumes at

Et incarnatus est, Bass2 C natural KS resumes at Et resurrexit.

Bar 60, Alto2, # erased, but necessary. Bar 67, Mean1, first note A. 

Bar 104, Treble1, B# in KS, overwritten with B flat, equivalent to C natural and C#

Bar113, Treble2, first note is a dotted semibreve leading to a minim displacement to the end of bar 115.

The dot has been suppressed, and the time made up by an editorial minim rest at the end of bar 115.

Bar 147, Alto2, first note B.

Sanctus bar 2, Mean1, C natural KS. The # appears to relate to the immediate vicinity only.

Bar 10, mean1, semiquavers are quavers as reduced in the source. Bar 14, Tenor2, rest missing.

Bar 34, Treble2 enters a crotchet earlier in the source. A crotchet rest at the end of bar 37 has been suppressed.

Bar 154, Mean2, natural erased but necessary. 

Bar 155, Bass1, flat applies to this note only, not to the two other Bs in the line.

Agnus Dei, bar 43, Alto2, crotchet crotchet semibreve, making octaves with Tenor2

Bar 50, Bass2, only 6 bars rest to next page. Should be 9.

Bar 61, Mean2, last two notes cropped, supplied from the parallel passage in O Bone Jesu.

Bar 105, Mean 1, second crotchet, dot missing. From the third beat of this bar to the end of the mass

as shown by the directs, Means 1 and 2 have been interchanged in error.

Bar 127, Mean2, sixth note missing, and no space left for it. Treble2, last two notes to bar 128 sixth note,

missing due to a rectangular repair to the page. Staff lines were drawn on the repair, but the notes were

not reinstated. The reconstruction is by Muriel Brown. The capital letter on the verso is partially

occluded by the same repair. Bar 140, Mean 2, crotchet rest as reduced.
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Robert Carver

Missa: Dum Sacrum Mysterium
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