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A fascinating short work dating 

from 1913, written between the 

Valses Nobles et Sentimentales 

and le Tombeau de Couperin. The 

Paris Conservatoire commissioned 

Ravel to write a competition sight-

reading test; in the hands of a 

sensitive musician the result, 

serene, enigmatic and nostalgic, 

can make an effective addition to 

the Ravel repertoire.  

It was dedicated to the 9-year old 

winner of the competition, Jeanne 

Leleu, who went on to study with 

Marguerite Long, Alfred Cortot 

and Charles-Marie Widor. 
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*  'cue' noteheads represent a suggested alternative hand distribution.


