Moretla Prelude

for woodwinds, brass and percussion

The Moretla Prelude was written for the Nordbayerisches Spielleuteorchester (NBSO) using a
combination of one-keyed flutes, natural trumpets and various pitched and unpitched percussion
instruments. As with many of my compositions, though, the instrumentation is considered variable and
may be arranged for any suitable ensemble. ‘Moretla’ is the Tswana name for a shrub commonly found in

Southern Africa which lends its name to a river and suburb near to where I lived for many years.

Douglas Walter Scott is a South African composer currently residing in Canada where he teaches music
and continues his research into music cognition. Despite his absence from South Africa, he continues to
serve the South African new music community through his work at NewMusicSA. His works reflect his

passion for keeping the tradition and craft of musical composition in all its various guises alive.
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Moretla (brandy bush) Prelude

for flutes, brass and percussion
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