“KA MATE! KA MATE!”

Words and Music by TE RANGI HIKIROA

(1)
A loyal band of Maori warriors sailed from New Zealandk'
to help their Pakeha brothers, win us freedom, and peace.
At the battle front shoulder to shoulder, they charged the foe.
with their great war cry.

CHORUS AND HAKA.

‘ “Ka Mate! Ka Mate! Ka ora! Ka ora!
Maori pronunciation Rah mah tay! Kah mah tay! Kah-uvrah! Kah-orah!

Tenei te tangata puhuru huru .

tay-nayee tay  tah-ngahtah, pog-hoorvo hooroo

Na na nei i1 tiki mai,

nah-nah-nayee ee teekee mah-ee

whaka- whiti te ra! ~ Upane! Upane ! Upane !
wha-kah wheetee tay rah/ Oopahnay! Oopahnay! . Oopahnay !’

~ kaupane whiti te ra!”
kahoopahnay wheetee tay rah! "’

(2)

YE warriors bold asleep in your tombs, awake !

awake ! behold thy sons.who are fighting, fighting as ye of old.
The enemy turns from the awful charge, but ever anon |
they hear that great war cry

CHORUS AND HAKA.
KE Ka Mate ! ete.”

Meaning. Though we may die, or live, we cannot be beaten, for we are the children
of w, that invincible God of War.
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