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m. falloni - due canti di william blake (the smile)
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m. falloni - due canti di william blake (the smile)
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m. falloni - due canti di william blake (the smile)
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THERE IS A SMILE OF LOVE, 
AND THERE IS A SMILE OF DECEIT,
AND THERE IS A SMILE OF SMILES 

IN WHICH THESE TWO SMILES MEET.

THERE IS A FROWN OF HATE, 
AND THERE IS A FROWN OF DISDAIN, 
AND THERE IS A FROWN OF FROWNS 

WHICH YOU STRIVE TO FORGET IN VAIN;
 

FOR IT STICKS IN THE HEART'S DEEP CORE 
AND IT STICKS IN THE DEEP BACKBONE,
AND NO SMILE THAT EVER WAS SMIL'D, 

BUT ONLY ONE SMILE ALONE, 

THAT BETWIXT THE CRADLE AND GRAVE
IT ONLY ONCE SMIL'D CAN BE;
AND, WHEN IT ONCE IS SMIL'D,

THERE IS AN END TO ALL MISERY.

(William Blake, 1803-7)
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AWAKE, AWAKE, MY LITTLE BOY! 
THOU WAST THY MOTHER'S ONLY JOY;

WHY DOST THOU WEEP IN THY GENTLE SLEEP? 
AWAKE! THY FATHER DOES THEE KEEP. 

O WHAT LAND IS THE LAND OF DREAMS? 
WHAT ARE ITS MOUNTAINS, WHAT ARE ITS STREAMS? 

O FATHER, FATHER! I SAW MY MOTHER THERE, 
AMONG THE LILLIES BY WATERS FAIR. 

AMONG THE LAMBS, CLOTHED IN WHITE 
SHE WALK'D WITH HER THOMAS IN SWEET DELIGHT. 

I WEPT FOR JOY, LIKE A DOVE I MOURNE; 
O WHEN SHALL I AGAIN RETURN? 

DEAR CHILD, I ALSO BY PLEASANT STREAMS 
HAVE WANDER'D ALL NIGHT IN  THE LAND OF DREAMS 

BUT THO' CALM AND WARM THE WATERS WIDE
 I COULD NOT GET TO THE OTHER SIDE. 

FATHER, O FATHER, WHAT DO WE HERE 
IN THIS LAND OF UNBELIEF AND FEAR? 
THE LAND OF DREAMS IS BETTER FAR 

ABOVE THE LIGHT OF THE MORNING STAR. 

(William Blake, 1803-7)
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