






LudvigNorman

LudvigNorman (1831–1885)wasa key �gure of the Swedishmusicscene
from the 1850suntil his death. Evenif contemporarymusic-goersdid not
alwaysappreciatehis initiatives,his contributionsare highlyvaluedby music
historians.Asa composer,conductor,teacher,author and concert arranger,
one could saythat LudvigNorman helpedto bring freshlife to the Swedish
musicscene.

Norman wasborn and bred in Stockholm.Asa youngboy he wastaught
piano by VilhelminaJosephson,who wasa friendof the family,and laterby
�eodor Steinand Jan van Boom.He also took lessonsin musictheory for
AdolfFredrikLindblad.He continued his studiesat the LeipzigMusicCon-
servatory,wherehis teachersincludedIgnazMoscheles(piano),Moritz Haupt-
mann (counterpoint)and JuliusRietz (Composition).
�e impressionthat these yearsin Leipzigmade on Norman gavehim im-
portant musicalinspirationthat he endeavouredto spreadon his return to
Sweden.

Backin Stockholm,he made a livingas a piano teacherand a performer,
and wrotearticlesof musiccriticismfrom the aestheticperspectivehe had
gainedin Leipzig.In 1858he becamea teacherat the RoyalConservatory
of Musicin Stockholm(composition,orchestrationand score-reading),an
occupationthat he pursued,with the exceptionalbreak,until 1882. Norman
started to conduct the RoyalCourt Orchestra in 1861and wasappointedhov-
kapellmästare(‘ChiefConductor of the RoyalCourt Orchestra’)the following
year.Asdirectorof this orchestrahe investedconsiderabletime and energyin
concertperformancesalongsideits operaobligations.

LudvigNorman started to composeas a youngman and wasableto work
as a consummatelytrained and for his time modern composerafter comple-
ting his studies.His oeuvrecame to be an extensiveand variedone. Norman’s
three symphoniesare important inclusionsin the Swedishsymphonygenre,as
are his sixstring quartets in Swedishchambermusic.
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About the edition

LevandeMusikarv’s(SwedishMusicalHeritage’s)emendatededitionsare
editoriallyrevisedand correctedversionsof previouslyprinted material,with
commentson the correctionsand amendmentsinsertedas footnotes.Ad-
justmentsto slurs,accidentals,accentsand articulationmarks that havenot
a�ected the readinghavebeen made without comment.

Originallypublishedby JuliusBagge,Stockholm,no. J.B.6.
Texton the front page:”Dansensdansar och lekar / Der Kinder Tänze und

Spiele/ �e Childrensdancesand games/ 8 Karakterstycken/ för / Pianofor-
te / komponerade/ af / LudvigNorman / Op. 47 / No. 6 / Stockholm/ Julius
Bagge”.

Yearof composition:1876.


