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Malcolm Hill’s String Sextet is constructed in mosaic form.

Sections separated by double bar-lines should be separated by a silence 

lasting circa two-thirds of a second (one beat at MM 90).

Tuning, as much as possible, should be based on Orphic equal 

temperament: unlike standard keyboard equal temperament it is the 

perfect 5th, with its 3:2 ratio, which is subdivided. [So all strings will be 

tuned as normal.] The 3:2 perfect 5th is then subdivided into seven equal 

semitones, and these are further equally subdivided for the quartertones.

In the Sextet, quartertone notes first appear as melodic inflections, but 

gradually become part of the functioning harmony and counterpoint, so 

that by the mid-point of the work they have been totally assimilated.

Duration of the Sextet is approximately 15 minutes.

Composer and concert improviser (organ), Malcolm Hill was born in 

1944; studied 1961-68 at R. A.M., London, with extended periods in 

Holland and Sweden (performing and research).

1969-94 Professor, Royal Academy of Music, London,

1995-2000 Completed works by Gesualdo and Szymanowski, 

Since 2011 Musical Director of Bath Chamber Opera.
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At each double bar add a break of approx. 2/3 of one second.

For Quartertone Orphic Temperament:

all Perfect 5ths (3:2) divided equally 

into equal semitones and equal quartertones  

STRING SEXTET (Quartertone)
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