Piano Trio No. 5

op. 14 No. 2, E flat major

George Onslow, 1784 - 1853



This version of the piano trio no. 5 op. 14 no. 2 by George Onslow--intended as rehearsal and performance
material--is based on an early edition of the work (S. A. Steiner & Co., n.d., ca. 1820, plate number S.u.C. 3022)
that is published on IMSLP.com. The original consists of three parts for the three instruments--the violin part also
included in the piano part--but no full score in modestly readable print. In the copy posted on IMSLP pages 18
and 19 of the piano part are missing. The missing measures--part of the trio of the scherzo--were typeset from a
different 19th century edition: Pleyel et fils ainé, Paris, Bibliotheque nationale de France, département Musique,
VMA-275 (5); scan obtained from Gallica: http://gallica.bnf .fr/Search?adva=1&adv=1&tri=&t_relation=%?22cb
43183449%22&lang=en). The trio was re-typeset as literally as possible using Musescore 2.0.1 (Musescore.org).
The new typeset includes measure numbers and a piano score containing the violin and cello parts. Care was taken
to arrange the parts for the strings for easy page turns.

Details: Markings were added or corrected during the typesetting only in cases where the original had obvious
inconsistencies.

Dynamic markings: Additional markings and suggested corrections: in brackets.
Accents: The markings “fz” and “sf” as well as “>* appear to be used interchangeably in the original. Suggested
additional accents were set in brackets.

The marking “dolce” implies piano or mezzopiano, usually in a leading voice.
Slurs: Suggested additional slurs (mostly for consistency): dotted line.

Articulation: Much more detail is given in the violin and cello parts of the original than in the piano part. The
articulation markings were copied from the original as exactly as possible; there are inconsistencies (probably
not intended by Onslow) which will need to be resolved by the players.

Accidentals: A small number of reminder accidentals were added in the typeset. Obviously missing accidentals
(e.g. in parallel octaves) were also added without marking them as corrections. Some few accidentals had to be
added by way of correcting errors in the original: in brackets.

Metronome numbers (where present) and fingerings (on only very few occasions) were copied from the original.

Cello part: The original edition is using two clefs, the regular F-clef as well as the G-clef one octave below the
violin clef. While in the score of the typeset the clefs are given as in the original I changed them in the cello part
and used the tenor clef cellists are familiar with.

Allegro:

Title: "Allegro spirituoso" in violin and cello part, "Allegro" in piano part.

M. 240, VIn. Original: Second quarter note: b natural in the violin part, b flat in the violin staff of the piano
score. The typeset follows the violin part.

Andante con variazioni:

Translation of the instructions (in French) following the tempo marking: "This tempo applies only to the theme
and the last variation, those (variations) preceding (the last variation) need to be executed faster".

M. 47, Vlc. The original shows the entire second half of the measure legato. Corrected to making just the two
demisemiquavers legato to match the violin part as well as the numerous other occurrences of this motive.

M. 92: Piano part: Repeat sign indicates repeat of first part rather than second part, no doubt erroneously.
Menuetto: The da capo is indicated in the originals by "da capo al fine". In the typeset it is fully set out after the
trio to avoid an awkward backward page turn in the piano part.

Estimated performance time: Allegro (M.M. 1/2 = 66): 10 min; (M.M. 1/8 = 88): 6 mi. Menuetto (M.M. % =
84): 4.5 min. Andante con variazioni (M.M. ¥ =72, 108, 136): 8 min. Finale. Allegro. M.M. dotted 1/4 =
112): 6 min. Total approx. 29 min.
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