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France^ and Ireland^ Defender of the Faith, (^c. To all to whom thefe

Prefents ftiall come, Greeting. Whereas our trufty and well-beloved JOHN
GARTH, of Durham^ hath, by his Petition, humbly prefented unto us, That
he has, with great Labour and Trouble, prepared a Mufical Work, to be print-

ed in Eight Volumes Folio, and intitled. The Firjl Fifty Tfalms, fet to Mujic
by Benedetto Marcello Tatrizio Veiieto, and now adapted to the Englijh Verfion by

thefa'id Tet'ttioner, with feveral other Pieces of Vocal and Inftrumental MufiS*^

and hath therefore mofl: humbly befought Us to grant him Our Royal Privi-

lege and Licence for the fole Printing and Publifliing thereof for the Term of

Fourteen Years : We being willing to give all due Encouragement to Works of

this Nature, are gracioufly pleafed to condefcend to his Requeft; and we do

therefore, by thefe Prefents, fo far as may be agreeable to the Statute in that

Behalf made and provided, grant unto him, the faid JOHN G A R T H, his

Executors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, Our Licence for the fole Printing and

Publifliing the faid Work, for the Term of Fourteen Years, to be computed

from the Date hereof
;

ffriftly forbidding all our Subjefls within our Kingdoms

and Dominions to reprint or abridge the fame, either in the like or any other

Volume or Volumes whatfbever ; or to import, buy, vend, utter, or diftribute

any Copies thereof reprinted beyond the Seas, during the aforefaid Term of

Fourteen Years, without the Confent or Approbation of the faid JOHN
GARTH, his Heirs, Executors, and AfTigns, under their Hands and Seals

firft had and obtained, as they will anfwer the contrary at their Perils ; whereof

the Commiffioners and other Officers of our Cuftoms, the Mafter, Wardens,

and Company of Stationers are to take Notice, that due Obedience may be ren-

dered to Our Pleafure herein declared. Given at our Court at Kenfington^ the

Twenty-firlt Day of May 1756, in the Twenty- ninth Year of Our Reign.

By His Majejlys Command,
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ORIGINAL WORK.
THIS Eighth and laft Vokime, which completes the Impreffion of the

firft Fifty Pfalms* paraphrafed and fet to Mufic, affords a raanifefl: In-

flance and Teftimony of the infinite Clemency of the Supreme Giver of
all Good; the Guidance of whofe favourable and divine Ray hath enabled the

Authors of fo great a Work happily to reach the Shore through a Sea fo pro-

found and difficult. If any fagacious Judge, well verfed in the Arts of Poetry

and Mufic, fhall at any Time difcover, in this arduous Performance, Exprefhons
and Airs properly adapted to the facred Subje^f, let him impute them all to the

gracious Infpiration of Almighty God, who fometimes in the Mouth of lifping

Babes hath wonderfully perfefted his Praifes; on the contrary, wherever Inad-

vertencies and Defe(5ls lhall appear, let them be afcribed to the Imbecility of Hu-
man Knowledge, always weak, and always an Objed of Compailion ; and on
that Confideration they may hope for Pardon.

The Forty-ninth Pfalm in the prefent Volume will perhaps be thought not

improperly compofed in the Church Stile for three Voices only. In Truth, this

Sort of Compofition is for the molt Part pra<5llfed In Four Parts
; however, there

are Examples of the hke Reftri^lion in many celebrated Mafters of the paft Age,
and ffill earlier, as well as of the prefent ; nor ought it to be imputed to a De-
fea of Art, as it may appear in a favourable Light to the Eyes of judicious Com-
pofers, and in a Work of this Kind, be received with the Applaufe of a regular

and well conduced Harmony. The firfl: and lafl: Pfalm of the preceding Vo-
lume are thoroughout compofed in Four Parts ; and in this Forty-ninth Pfalm, a

different Method has been taken, only in order to vary by an excufable Liberty

that of the two Pfalms above-mentioned.

The lafl Pfalm Miferere^ fo univerfally received for the Exercife of Chriltian

Piety and Compunction, thatthofe mournful Sentiments which it contains, might

be the better exprefled, is compofed for an Accompanyment of Tenor-Violins,

an Inftrument the beft adapted to excite in devout Minds penitential AfHiftion

and Sorrow.

After this Pfalm, and in the laff Page of the prefent Volume, is given a Triple

Canon clofed infinite fub Diapente for Six Voices, on the Fourth Verfe of the

Nineteeth Pfalm. This too artificial Kind of Compofition, having been thought

improper to be introduced in the Work itfelf, in which thofe Counterpoints,

which may rather tend to furprize the Eye, than to delight the Ear, have been

altogether avoided; it was judged, neverthelefs, that this Piece of ingenious La-

bour ought not to be omitted at the End of it, as well to fhew, that the Author

was not wholly unfkilled in it, as to fatisfy, in fome Meafure, the curious

Search of certain Mufical Geniufes, too fubde and refined, v/ho looking pur-

pofely for it through the whole Work, would otherwife have been utterly dif-

appointed.

* which includes our 51ft Pfalm. See the Remarks in die firft Volume.
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