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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

(LITTLE FLOWERS)

ORATORIO IN PROLOGUE AND Two ParTs

Poem by GaBRIEL NiGonp

For soli, chorus (men, women and children), and orchestra

By GABRIEL PIERNE
Englisk version by CLAUDE AVELING
Price net $1.50

ABRIEL PIERNE’S new oratorio, Les fioretti de Saint
Frangots d’Assisi, which this House has issued in an expres-
sively poetic English version of the original text by Clande

Aveling, was presented for the first time at one of the March Concerts-
Colonne in Paris, and its instant success was marked by insistent calls
for the composer after each of its numbers.

The story is as follows: Francis, enjoying a gay life in the pursuit
of pleasure, suddenly denies himself to the companions of his revels,
and admits that he has chosen “Lady Poverty” to be his bride. The
development of Divine grace in his soul is then shown: Encountering
a leper he consoles him; meeting St. Claire he recalls to her how
he had brought her to God; in the field the birds suffer him to approach,
listen to his exhortations and sing the glory of the Lord. He reccives
the blessed Stigmata of the Passion, as a sign of his spiritual election.
Gathering his disciples, he then in the “Canticle of the Sun” em-
bodies his doctrines for their guidance. And, his lifework done, he
dies in the glorious certitude of Paradise.

A fine and flowing Prologue introduces the dialogue between Francis
and Lady Poverty. It is developed with much melodibus sweetness,
and there is a charming effect of bells underlying the clear voices
of the sopranos with pianissimo chime. Oboe and xylophone give
special character to the scene with the leper, and, in the episode of
Saint Claire, alternation of violins, flutes and ’cellos throw into relief
the tender timidity of the converted woman’s song. The scene of
the Stigmata is the most dramatic of the work. Grandiosely con-
ceived from the standpoint of style, it is replete with fire and conviction.
In the “Canticle of the Sun,” the principal theme, a series of chords
in octaves and fourths introduced by the brasses is later developed
with a fine suggestion of Palestrina; while in the death-scene the
voices of the birds, “the little children of God,” waiting to carry the
soul of Saint Francis to Paradise, are again introduced.

The spiritual beauty of its subject, and the charm, delicacy and
religious conviction expressed in its music make the work in every
way a worthy successor of “The Childrens’ Crusade” and the composer,
drawing his inspiration from the affecting ingenuousness and gentle-
ness of his hero, has imbued his pages with a wonderful atmosphere of
peace, serenity and mystic love.

New York: G. Schirmer Boston: The Bostow Music Co.
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(FOR MIXED VOICES, UNLESS OTHERWISE MENTIONED)

(A Complete Catalogue will be sent on application)

Bach, J. S., Be not afraid
—— Christmas Oratorio. Part II,
God’s Time is the best
—— Jesu, priceless Treasure
—— Mass in Bminor
—— To thee He hath shown, Man, the right
Way
Barnby, J., The Lord is King
Benoit, P., Into the World
Brahms, Joh., Requiem. Op. 45. (English)
Brewer, J. H., The Holy Night
Brockway, H., The Minstrel's Curse
Bruch, M., The Cross of Fire
Frithiof, (Men'’s Voices)
—— The Lay of the Bell
Buck, D., Paul Revere’s Ride,
Voices)
Bullard, Fr. F., The Holy.Infant
* —— The Resurrection
Chadwick, Geo. W., Judith
Coombs, C. W., The Ancient of Days
—— The First Christmas
—— The Sorrows of Death
Cowen, F. H,, The Rose Maiden
Damrosch, L., National Ode. (Men’s Voices)
Debussy, Cl., The Blessed Damozel.
(Women's Voices)

(Men’s

Denza, L.,The Garden of Flowers. (Women’s
Voices)

Dubois, Th., Paradise Lost

—— The Seven Last Words of Christ

Fauré, Gabriel, The Birth of Venus

Foster, M. B., Seed-Time and Harvest
Frank, César, The Beatitudes

Gade, N, W,, The Erl-King’s Daughter
Gaul, A. R, Joan of Arc,The Maid of Orleans
Goetz, H., The 137th Psalm

Gounod, Ch., Tobias

Haesche, Wm, E., The Haunted Oak of

Nannau
.—— Young Lovel’s Bride, (Women’s Voices)
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Handel, G. F., Israel in Egypt

— - Samson

Hbfmann, H., Melusina

Holmeés, A., The Vision of the Queen.
(Women's Voices)

Huss, H. H., Pater Noster. (6 Voices)

Jensen, Ad., Song of the Nuns.
Voices)

Knowles, J. H., The Viking's Farewell,
(Men’s Voices)

Massenet, J., Mary Magdalen

Mendelssohn, F., Christus

—— Hear my Prayer

—— The same, arr. for Women’s Voices

Parker, H. W., Adstant Angelorum Chori

(Women's

—— Ode for Commencement Day. (Men's
Voices)
Platte, A. W., The River of Rest. (Women's
Voices)

Read, A. M., A Song of the Nativity
—— David’s Lament

Rogers, J. H., The Man of Nazareth

Romberg, B., The Lay of the Bell

Saint-Saéns, C., Night. Op. 114. (Women's
Voices)

Shelley, H. R., Death and Life
—— The Pilgrims

Shepard, Thos. G., From Sepulchre to
Throne. An Easter Cantata

~— The Sermon on the Mount

——— The Word made Flesh

Staeger, A., Dreamking and his Love.
] (Men's Voices) :

Sullivan, A. S., The Goiden Legend
—— On Shore and Sea

Thomson, S., The Story of the Manger
Weber, C. M. von, In Constant Order
Whiting;, A., O God, my Heart is ready
Woodman, R. H., The Way of Penitence
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