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From the Song of Songs

Five songs for soprano or mezzo soprano and piano

| am black, but comely

Biblical texts edited by Julie Dalton-Willliamson Gary Bachlund
quasi improviso, con rubato a piacere J=50
Q - !—,\ % = 1T = T S =]
GRS aa v
)
. #.,:SE o quasi arpa I am
& ot Tl e —
F ; ®- P I Py Py . [ I
 {on !—,\ g/ ] L’I _b#‘ i = f 5 D I
) g 14 o =
. — —— .
‘/}:LI’| L‘I I)AE - |F —— I 7 .
LA J ||—,. g2 3 | E g Y v =
~————
4
0O 1 |
A A Y S—— o o il o 1  — — P —
(YY" D b = I I I - = 1 I IAY I I =
ANV L4 I - I ! I =I- d T ‘;l I I
) [ [
black butcome ly, daugh teref Je- ru - salem; Dark as the
IS T ——
(\fD" r II—,\ | g | :I-
) VF F —_— = —% I
o _
o) | 1 E @7
7529 =
% o
—& 2N T F\ S
7 3
N 1 — ——— \ -
g 7 II—,: | - q- I: ‘I I [ [ I ﬁ I = = I 1 [ N =I I I 1 ]
e e e B o s v |
D) 3 ! | 4
de-sert tents of Ke - - dar Beau-ti ful,__ beau fulas the
0 by = | \
e ; =,' s - o
) o = B -
. , |
- YO | I
; :
4 < -
10 3
T | — = e —
\Q))/ L I "4 b — d . —eo i i_‘__|
cur - tains of So-lo- mon____ Beau-tr fuL_____ as the
— 3
Q Il) i—; | T | | — P P_H P
oo a5 - o ® = o o P " —— T i

<
7
O
<= - o
e K%

Copyright © 1998 Gary Bachlund (BMI), Monrovia. Atiternational rights reserved.



From the Song of Songs

| X
" A .|

P 71D ™

(Y7 D b

mon

lo

So

of

taing___

cur

A > |

(N7 D b

9k

.
yJel D b |

Z b VI
14

%
%
%

14

g 1D b |

a- gain?

Must | put it on_

my dress;

| have strippedoff

O

g 10 H 1
Lo L7V 1 U

(Y7 D b

Ee

R -
F O

s

J T H T

(A7 D H

14

| have washed

Must | soilL them a - gain?

my feet;

| g
@

J T H 1

o M Y
\\Sv,
e

.
Jel1 D b |
Z bH 171

14

|
YU 51
5 17T D

14

o WA Y
\\Sv,
[3)

the

r - sing as

Who am

F




From the Song of Songs

T 5 1
5 17T D

[ famiid

o

D b

)’ A

v

as the moon?

Fair

dawn?

lﬁ

3

g b [ V1

[ fan1id

v

y L -
7 5Ty

o)

O

2
0
{ry?

S —

| =
| Tl W
™ g TTe®
L £ 4t
e © TTTem
[
Nl ©
ol 2
@
e o of [o
, TTTom
1] = e
! L)
o
—_— T '
uL)
h/
A/.
. m 1],
wil 2 L)
Lnli
(D]
e ©
oll 8
e
. 3
©
] @
(@)
| ™
Hi.N |
- N
~ 4
~
19
e © N
S —

T 5 1
25t PTD

14

loves,_

whom my soul

Tell me, you

%N
)

3

ners?

ban

ZamS
~—"

6
)

|
1 b 1

g b [ V1 &

1
3.
where__ will you lead your

) A>Y
14

14

flock

me, _

tell

¢

1 b 1
P [ 71

ray

)’ A

Hé

Jel1 D b |
Z II—,:IVIII




at

rest

Where wilL  you

From the Song of Songs

graze?

to

Y T 5t
5 17T D

(Y7 D b

o)

q]

lem

sa-

—~—

s

daugh tersof Je - ru

X ol

but come- ly,

meno mosos e quasi improviso, con rubato a piacere
noon?

yJel D b |
Z b VI
14
|
g D b |
Lo L7
(Y7 D b
D)

- Y|

black,

am

|

ritardando e diminuendo al fine

mf
~o

Jel 0 b |

Z b VT
4

4
Je D b 1
Z H V1
v
g 1P bH |
g b VI
g 1D b5 |
g b [ VI
V7 b
circa 3' 00"

(N7 D b

g 1D H |
(N7 D b

g 1D b5 |
b [ VI
(N7 D b

ray

%
%



ly

are whol

you

love,

My Love
my

&

From the Song of Songs

love,

My

50

molto legato

7

(O]

.
Je 1 DX

) AN ()

(07 Q7

e
| | —_ ()
[Te = T €
e TN | = ] &
. mn >
. e ) i _
IR 8 o |[Te s 3 M SORTRTT o 15 [’y
1) < M Bl
[ ..||u_u | m, |
19 =
‘ 1
. »
I — : ? 2
ol e ol 2 Q 1
8 me e Al g allall
) oy N
L) N -
| n.muV g | [ 1IN
. - M/
NI - 1 5 i
i oh 1 ~URRRRTY .
| L) .m_ L I ] ol
o £
2
. IS !
lIh_ &
— o L) L
2 . i ) . ; g
alll 3 He M = | = Yol 3 i
=~ e o
> Pan >
[ 3 =X
. =
13 _
s | s 1
IR—& M N hy
il s R[R WL B [T &R e ||
|3 | =
. \A .Lu .Lu
e & _ _
[}
. . . . . > .
. . o
i m Gl w e i Dmm KA SOOI | 5 T
—1 . —1 . —1 [~
. N . N . N . N . N
<P NP A NP NP A o NG cllle




From the Song of Songs

13

Py
@

1/
r

let,

a thread of  scar -

E=S

let,_

Scar

of

=3

thread

scar - let,

7 4 T

|
i

' «
% -
L 2
i I m ( 3 “f |
g ) > |
'Y N o LA
T 3 .
(i Il enee & |
£ — F— &
l | e
1. L 188 1. N ey
& A= g l
I S
i & s |
_ TNOP e
e _ L2
| I e
m o |e of |o - ==
ol > N (Y8
3 _ I
=] > ]
] s el 2 4
x
| L il || IR Y
| be | | | jon ||
|1 XX
o (Y
c
| S Y
P 1
|.= > EES MMJ
z . A
. A
] (2] A #u':ll H g==
| w I
P § L
N s I -
. L
+— Ay .
; s ESGEiil i
< | =~ 1 1 1 1
|19 (e N
90 Jo AN o NYv N 23S
S — S —

X
W E - B
©
4 8
|2
c
e Y T
)
)
= oo ofe o
T 2 111 e
[@]
5
m < .
& .
oLl S —wtwes e
9
RH’% Ll
=
N E
ﬂd .m
\J
| W.. )
_ ]
| | (@]
T
1 —_~N
aNDe <N 0
N
S ——



From the Song of Songs 7
25
0O | A I | Lo
g T A N . 7y Py ,|F ' & I Tk . ' ,|F ] I
v — I - I I L I TI= Iyl I I _= I r I
_ The scent of your gar - ments  is the scent of Le - ba-non_ and of
] Py o ﬁ
—2 I —e Li g1 i—‘—i—l I I I 7
The oo ¢ o d o
, — o -
': 7 1 - -IF ﬁ = blI 1 - l= i ‘? Jﬁ
7 5 1 - — i f Fe-
28 molto ritardando
P — Lo~ I'*
—— —f—— ————— | 5
\QA)/ M | 4 | 4 7 — q 3'
ce - dar._____ Whol - ly beau - ti - ful, my love.__

g — e g 4 g

| —
P qe , F N—e =
31 —
0 |J'_50 , .
i < N—e" I —— F=—F—f I
A — = — H = a ] — — ] 7 I
ry) i ! i i 14
My  love, my love, you are whol - ly
i
= —_— ﬁ——p—r"‘ﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁ%:
y AN | a ) O
Y ) a_d_i_‘_i ) a_d_i—‘_i_d_ 7
MU e ==
Y E 7 r
A
@ | T3 | simile
34
0|
: E . T . | - ]
ANV Il Il Il Il - Il - i I’l i i- D ‘7 ‘7 i
Q) — — | T — T T L4
beau - ti-ful,___ my love
A | ﬁ o 2 :! - » ._.I.. z.._ o 2 ._.I..
: : i 0 I | | | | | : i 0 I | | | | |
D) 3
_F_-
L Cam, > i
75 =
[

o

LYAN

ol



From the Song of Songs

37

love.

my.

Love,

o
'l
«
Y Q.
ﬁ
B QL
\Lnur
L
4]
i ol
ol
1 &N
® o
.

love.

my

love,

My

&
@

I
Jel D o

Z

ra

@

Ny -

) -

IR

) -

lunga

R

N

IBIL

Jel1

- Y|

____av

circa 2' 15"



From the Song of Songs

| am sick with love

3

60

4
) A TV

o

il

by night on my bed,_

Slept____

Whilel

d¢

#

il

[ fam)

mp

Je A LT ATy

|
=

- YO .

)" A IR

—
3

my heart was a - wake

f # T

o
Jo LT
A
il

S

)

i g

S

e

T ®
.+ TIR¢
N
Al e

g

s

ols

B

£

=

oy B
o] |6
N

[5)

Wl S
iz i

i £

EhJIE=

B
o NIk
|| S ++]
B x|
\ A
S —

3

N—"

3
and went through the ci-ty,__ a-mongthe streets

0 &

i # LT

10

and through the broad

| rose

7

|
1
o

L

i # LT

-
Jo A LT o
L
il

|
|
=




From the Song of Songs

10

TTT] [%)]
g
1l & e
ﬁ ™ L) i
- o L) LIL )
T 5 _74
LI i
Vo m v
9| © ™)
o I
» e
ol > IJ
1 ‘
S HIL
[ n NG B e e
[ SN [
I TTTefe
-@
1Y)
N L
il g > ||
s )
T w %)
9’
» k]
e T
oll 2 @ﬁv
o g " -.r_.p_mJ e
Y
e —
o™
e e
oL
! [
¢ o
T = BN T .c_e
L L REy
Hmuﬂ Hmuﬂ mw =
aNP NP 7
S —

A

16
0 4 4

loves;

N

S

<
</
7

whom my soul

sought him,

and broad ways.

Jo A LT

- YO .

3 —

18

ol
o~
.nnu..
T 1
e
.m. iL L
L
©
(1 m -L
= [T
L) LIL)
o/l B i
3 | [T
1 5 )
e |[P
= » [l
m ™ (TS
= ]
4 Y
= [T
/] _ N T
N = unw
3l N -
S$ NG @
S —

3

a piacere

[—

but he gave no

0 &

20

AT

N

- Swer.

an

cadledto him,__

&l

ol

O

)|

I

0 &
LT

-
Jo o LT

616

18



11

From the Song of Songs

M =
ﬁJ. W
e
e 2
3 s
T i TTO
E
NwJ. =
™ m Q|
>
[ 18 W
MilE
o) | 14 W s
ﬁ T
Ny o] I.c_e
o™
>N 5
Il 8
1].-
( g
IS
<~
C .
® N\
r =
)
=
= _.__r
L
N e
TTO
I QL
(Y
o
© |
1] 1
N W ol¢
LuL r A
B = = A E = =
r== | r==
e i v X LAy
o NP N N
S —

> [
NS i e
E -J.v i)
_Me e
T _
'y M
S ! I
- Yl A
I
I P | T
T ook o
Jﬁ.
o[ Lk
Y
BL ol e
7 '\l
[ I
m | 1]
— ||I- m -
H e =
T "
Ly 2 (B e
=
EN :
T
QL
|l
Jl 8
il iy L]
N N ¢
iy - L5 Eos
== = = ==
p== == =
AN v s v vl
o NE New [

29

e
L)
o ¥
ol B T® T
S v
Y
N d_ ]
l; B (1 e
32 Y .
1 . ik
sl w. (Y e
111 X
L |
N e | ’A.
Ex e
1 )
ol &
| SRR
z :
o113 T e
S
L TN .W. [T
by I 7.!1
T
®
;b
H+ £
1
e
e
0 14—
L e
W v L
=3 s
E=4
B L ey
) < 0
T —

60 quasi recitativo

J:

~ /

ten.

molto deliberato

32

8
™ 5
2]
o>
<
o M..
©
L] =]
K] W
]
(@]
ol &
e
[&]
AN —
EX o[0|¢|0 .
susy susnBEESssn
il X
~e
o
Rd A
..-.ll A _6V\(0
ALLeN fTHTRA
ASLLW TTTTIeA
. [
AL £ ] I.:_
sl 5 -u m-
i [IAE
1y S e
Hi.N
> iy
i })
nl E
X
J 8 )
r a va vl
E = =
< R=
LA v
& N
T —



IN

am

|
ritardando

him_ that

tell

O

you should seemy love,____

)
Il
I/

£e 3

—

From the Song of Songs

&
A&
col canto

if

-

sa- lem,

ru
@)

044,
0 auﬂ?
) B
0 & 4

ra YO A

36
39

12

DL 1
“a
(Y. i)
N e
< e
ol %
LA o o [liTTe
= -
L LN AL
| T
o ﬁ.u
o 1%
.o
T 3 " T
., S | ||
ME
D.Nﬂl
ol
|
|- k 4
X I 3¢
Supy Ry
N A
M = mnﬂ
L s w1
Do SO
S —

J

love___

that my

my heartwas a___

dreamed

o

=

IAY
bynight on my bed,____

dept

Whilel

3

wake.

come prima
=i

LT
#
IOJI#IJ.TIH
0« 4
A IV 2
0 &
J JIiPIJ.THf
Jo or LT o

42
{ry
& 1
45
& 1




13

From the Song of Songs

e

48

=_

had turned a- way,

and gone by.

#

[ fam)

- YO . 2 A

Jo LT

|

|
=

l¢ 2

51

0 4 4

[ fawm)

i

——

him

let

| found him,— | held him and would not

d

mp

H=

A XV

Jo o LT

y O - J

J

gvb

54

33—

0 4 4
)’ AR . UK -4

dept...

While

go.

#

) O il .d

- YO - i

[ fam)

s oL )
[}
8 L1
o
2 |10
3 LT
G
° oL
g A
- A._
L]
<
L YHE
JEL
“TTe
" N
4
o
T @
ﬁ‘ 2
™ [11e .m
ﬁ e
Ly Ly L s v
B = = B = = ==
= E Es
AN AN LA v
QN QN ™
~ N q
T —

¢

circa 4' 00"



From the Song of Songs

14

50

Return!

40 quasiimproviso

J:

be
Re -

and

mine,

ri

5

My love is

the

in
wind

——

mp

re - turn!

the dawn

: 4

fore

|—3—|

:

lights

N

g7

Be

—3—
he de
flee,

N
oD

)

Je e ¥

fore the sha-dows___

ra Or, )

his;

L

AaD ﬂ:ﬁ

o)
0

D)




15

From the Song of Songs

14

r

[

as the ga- zelle,

on the

young stag___

the

o
=

F— I
3

wherethe cin-na-mon grows.
3/

Be ter,

hills of

o

20

i

mine, and

My love is

.

mp

o)
0

>/

poco ritardando

24
0

S.

hi

his,

his;

Yol R—

11—

=

a

circa 1' 40"




From the Song of Songs

16

A Seal Upon Your Heart

84 con rubato a piacere

J:

Al
—TeH — ml
Al ﬁL

2

ﬂ.
—NTTe -

]
olla ~pld
A Ny
oo

M
ollel '\
h»i
o -‘3

L Jﬁwd |\
Ln_n_bnuv-
.____. 1]
N || | R
iy I
NG 3
.
L0

L s )
1% &
| | c
o
a
> .
e
2 ul .
1 5 o e
ﬁ- @ N
| | 0
@
e .
Te| £ ol
$
[e]
o
m .
= [N B < Yy
atan atan Can
o
o 9_ [l
2
[}
T
& s
5} | )
o i viy
©
c
g
E o A
ollell D m--
XX |
LN A LN Ifau
q
1 ’w ae —
™ |
ﬁ — hﬁ-
i - Ilhv
NE) AN
o TNV N
S —

BER.| M K ]
[ 1
s o[
R | v
[
>
- ] N
- w ]
I < ﬁ
(1)
o |-
= |
.\ ; e ||| 1e—
(1] =
o
< ||MD
5 L v
A W kﬂ
[
. b Ao
el O T N N
HEEE N ®) .f “
‘“'
0| ]
| []
“3
i
m . .
T2 )~
| . N . N
NDe e N
S —

(AN 7 |
T

arms;

up - on your

as a seal

me

Set

mine

%
el
P
e
L
i -4/_ \_,w
Iy
B I-I-ufv
Jv
i A
BEL ]
Py




17

From the Song of Songs

17

in your

no one

Hold

me

but

Vs
Il
[

3

o)
J |

e

e I
£ |
Wl | |
l [
i ﬁ_. hadbill e
o kTr M
[
(@]
o
c
° :
NS Te
e = L
AR I
N t_ NG BT | [ R |
2
| .“:“ 1
3 i
L3 ™
= 44 R
(D)
1 s ERR
|
c
i
=)
o
e
L IREI
) R
(< N . N
) E N e
S — .

— —
LRI. _m
I ||HZ
o
°
= 1
g !
8
1 TN
.knu..
iy
1 | =y
b
—N
_
L _a
| I
i~ T
..
T T B
L [/
N h
|/ @ . s e
TR E || [Ne @
4
Ha M
LINE RER
T q
|hw < |PL|_||_|M.I| e
. N 1 . N
o N NP D
/\/\,\

14—

1o

atempo

(A7 1

| I—
—

for

death;

as

as strong

is

love

1] o)

[ funY

.y > £

%—p—P‘"’rﬁ.

—

1] o)

[ funY

.y o £

R

R



From the Song of Songs

18

and

death;

as

is as strong

love

e

Er

Al

e

e

&

Al

o

op ]

o)
J LHI

R

-

(A 7 |
NV .

grave

the

re - lent-less as

sion

pas

I/

1]

Fer

NN

o

of-{t

S=ee S=ee S=ee
™ T
2 )
7]
[%]
o
o )
a
(] N _
o
S
g |9 _
o L
g _
v )
e m ST
A )
ﬁ
g
. /8 ..
TR © 19 |Q U
ﬁ -A.VL ﬁ
» (1] = » ]
ﬁ-- @ ) ﬁl
%)
.= ]
_. @ »
1 < ..
& e e
.RHv m
[ Y
c
ml il
H 5 -
)] ..
L& ol SINIT
N . .N
.
I I ..\
N e NS oy
S —

poco pil Mosso

46
0

It

burns

and

It burstsin - to flames,

+._w

314 13

PP

31 47 34

N7 Q ¢

PPy

f

.
yJel )

¥ O




From the Song of Songs 19
50
0 L
—— e T = & 7 e | |
\e))/ ! Iy) T v T I'/ I L | T I ]
bursts. It buns and burns
Q i T T t t t
,\5), $ Pin /d- = o o o =
d. d.
Erereri Tdld 3434 2|40 4,3
"”t'__'_' uo: :
=S
54
%@h@—w—.—nﬁ—a—w—n—ﬁ'—” = T
ANIV4 — I [ 1 I e i I I 'II ! | 4 I I | 4 I'/ ]
as the ra - ging fire. For
0 - : - :
A\ & o o= _ S - o X
e) h‘-u;. h_'n;‘
RS PP IPIFPr I TP r IV T Pr
Va\;v- Fe= P 7.
58
L
Lt T e . - - —
\e))/ T | 4 'II I I Iy) I I'/ ! T I | 4 ]
ma ny wa-ters can- not______ quench love
Q . kg kg™
e— = = = i
) f l ' T 1 !
v dJdJe|fegd ] d]d s Jd [
,'o!;‘ U|o: - _- = _-_‘
* . T
62
—
.%éh: —— e —p—e—p—|° = ———
ANIV4 T | 4 I I —— Il I I I! I'/ I : I'/ ]
Nei ther can the floods_ drown it.
e = e - 2 = =
\QJ)/ I T T
RN PEFPFIFFEFPIFIIEFPFPFINFPE PP
,"LV.’%D: - _- 0: - _-
F (S




D)

I/ & & Jo)
A

~———

b
b

I/

1':

dl"

7
it.

love

come prima

b

drown

From the Song of Songs

can- not_____quench

can the floods_

dl"

ny wa-ters

A@-*
U

nei - ther
a piacere
| —
Love is strong as death

Ma
[>)

74

o

e

0
Jel e
5%

| (am AN A

20

I—F —

ritardando espressivo

78

= 0O

o) DD

Ve

=

Do -

=

3

Y

Z




21

From the Song of Songs

H
<
(]
< Ib
—
- )
y
1y W KH_
(&
)
. n . oe
el O T N | ~Ne
L O
EN e )
k“'
B m
“3
i
@
(]
T < I.a_/?e ¢
—
1 s )
L
_u ] WJ ™
| c
H o
N S
e
s L\Qu o |
m s
@ B
1] @ [ in\A
Ll
S
e .
T e ol
g “3
£ - W\
m A @
a Tt acSy
Ni.N . N
e NE o
& n..wv (g
N

Set me as

mine

but

love

ev'-ry

to

33—

V A
[ famiid

o)
J O

I

Nl ®©
PLN = --Wq.vf R
2
1l -
- T
( JAER m
N
[ InNG ||..ﬂ.f/ _3
1N
gl
[T
) ﬁ.v
|| E
ML © ||.f/ N
-_,F-‘ s (I
-; & ||Tre, —®TTT®
[ InNS W. v
TTe
I |
T~ n
%Amwv NG B

-

—~

me

but

your arms_______

hold no one in

33— 1

Vs

|
(m—

(A7 &

7

2



From the Song of Songs
98
0
- —— —1 I — I
D7 o 5 —] H—‘—i e m— - o - I
) | 4 | e Ve D —
Hold no one in your arms but me
—— " 2 bg E
e = £ f E Ve ; = e,
5 P — ] ] ] i - b
W Il Il Il I I i I Y
ANV Il Il Il I I y 4 L
© ! ' ' ——— ¢
he- = = Ve I’I 2 g
o) 1 14 < Ve <
/'.i,,‘ i .
102 =66 ritardando ~
O | I 11 | | | — I I t I I I I 1 |
— == a1 — — i
e) — 11 i | ) | X0 | fo 0 n
_ Hold no one in your arms but me
—ry, 2
. . | - £
3 e 5
e | | J =I-
3 — ) [
3
- ; S fd
FES = &
| ! =
circa 4' 00" e

i. | am black but comely

I am black but comely, daughters of Jerusalem;
Beautiful as the desert tents of Kedar,
Beautiful as the curtains of Solomon.

I have stripped of my dress;

Must | put it on again?

| have washed my feet;

Must | soil them again?

Who am |, rising as the dawn?

Fair as the moon?

Clear as the sun?

Terrible as an army with banners?

Tell me, you whom my soul loves,
Where will you lead your flocks to graze?
Where will you rest at noon?

ii. My Love

You are wholly beautiful, my love,
Beautiful and without blemish.

You ravish my heart

With a single one of your glances.
Your lips are as a thread of scarlet,
Honey and milk are under your tongue.
The scent of your garments

Is the scent of Lebanon

And of cedar.

iii. | am sick with love

While | slept by night on my bed,

My heart was a wake.

| dreamed that my love had turned away,
And gone by.

| rose and went through the city,
Among the streets and

through the broad ways.

I sought him, whom my soul loves;

I sought him, but did not find him.

| called him,

but he gave no answer.

To the watchmen, | said,

"Have you seen him,

whom my soul loves?"

They smote me; they wounded me.
the keepers of the walls

took my veil from me.

| charge you, daughters of Jerusalem,
If you should see my love,

Tell him I am sick with love.

While | slept by night on my bed,

My heart was awake.

| dreamed that my love had turned away,
And gone by.

| found him; | held him and

Would not let him go.

iv. Return!

My love is mine, and | am his;
He delights in the lilies.

Before the dawn wind rises,
Before the shadows flee, return!
Return, and be, my love,

As the gazelle,

The young stag

On the hills of Beter,

Where the cinnamon grows.

v. A Seal Upon Your Heart

Set me as a seal upon your heart;
Close your heart to every love but mine.
Set me as a seal upon your arms;

Hold no one in your arms but me.

For love is strong as death;

And passion, relentless as the grave.

It bursts into flames, and burns

As the raging fire.

For many waters cannot quench love.
Neither can the floods drown it.

Set me, then, as a seal upon your heart;
Close your heart to every love but mine.
Set me as a seal upon your arms;

Hold no one in your arms but me.



