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The Garden of Kama

KAMA, THE INDIAN GOD OF LOVE

Aol

PROLOGUE

Baritone Solo and Quartet

Out of the joy of your marriage feast,
Oh, brothers, be good to nie.

The way is long, and the Shrine is far,
Where my weary feet would be.

And feasting is alwavs somewhat sad
To those outside the door—

Still; Love is only a dream. and Life
[tself ix hardly more!

et

“The Garden by the Bridge "—
Tenor Solo
The Desert sands are heated, parched and dreary,
The tigers rend alive their quiveriug prev;
¢ + + Here the kites rise weary
Too gorged with living food to fly away.

All night the hungry jackals howl together
Over the carrion in the river bed.

Or seize some small soft thing of fur or feather
Whose dying shrieks on the night air are shed.

[ hear from vonder Temple in the distance.

Whose roof with = s ¢ carven Gods is piled.

Reiterated with a sad insistence.
Sobs of, perhaps, some immolated child.
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THE GARDEN OF KAMA

Strange rites here, where the archway’s shade is deeper,
Are consummated in the river bed;

Parias steal the rotten railway sleeper
To burn the bodies of their cholera dead.

But yet their lust, their hunger, can not shame them
Goaded by fierce desire, that flays and stings;

Poor beasts, and poorer men. Nay, who shall blame them ?
Blame the Inherent Cruelty of Things.

The world is horrible and I am lonely,
Let me rest here where yellow roses bloom
And find forgetfulness, remembering only
Your face beside me in the scented gloom.

I am so weary of the Curse of Living
The endless, aimless torture, tumult, fears—
* * * * * *

Ah, give me here beneath the trees in flower,
Beside the river where the fire-flies pass,
One little dusky, all consoling hour,
Lost in the shadow of the long grown grass.

You walk thro’ life, unheeding all the sorrow,
The fear and pain set close around your way,

Meeting with hopeful eyes each gay to-morrow,
Living with joy each hour of glad to-day.

Give me, oh you whose arms are soft and slender,
Whose eyes are nothing but one long caress,
Against your heart, so innocent and tender,
A little Love and some Forgetfulness.

Gv)



THE GARDEN OF KAMA

+ Oh, Silver Stars”—
‘Baritone Solo

Oh, Silver Stars that shine on what I love,
Touch the soft hair and sparkie in the eves,—
Send, from your calm serenity above,
Sleep to whom, sleepless, here, despairing lies.

. - * * * * *

Far in the hillside camp in slumber lies
What my worn eyes worship but never see.

Happier stars!  Your myriad silver eyves
Feast on the quiet face denied to me

- L » » * * *

And ere the sunshine of the Desert jars
My sense with sorrow and another day,
Through your soft Magic, oh, my Silver Stars!
Turn sleep to Death, in some mysterious way.

ot

“The Starlight”—

Quartet

O beautiful Stars, when you see me go
Hither and thither in search of love,

Do you think me faithless, who gleamn and glow
Serene and fixed in the blue above?

O stars, so golden, it is not so.

Hither and thither I wandering go,
With aimless haste and wearying fret

In a search for pleasure and love? Not so.
Seeking desperately to forget.

You see so many, O stars, you know.

[84]



THE GARDEN OF KAMA

But there is a garden 1 dare not see,
There is a place where I fear to go,
Since the charm and glory of life to me
The brown earth covered there, long ago,
O stars, you saw it—you know, you know.

——
“Love Lightly”—
Soprano Solo
There were Roses in the hedges, and Sunshine in the sky,
Red Lilies in the sedges, where the water rippled by,
A thousand Bulbuls singing—oh, how jubilant they were—
And a thousand flowers flinging all their sweetness on the air.

But you, who sat beside me, had a shadow in your eyes,

Their sadness scemed to chide me when I gave vou scant replies:
You asked, “Did I remember,” and “ When had I ceased to care?”
In vain you fanned the ember, for the love flame was not there.

» — * * * * * *

But half love is a treason, that no lover can forgive,
[ hiad Joved you for a season, I had no more to give.
You saw my passion faltered, for I could but let you see,
And it was not I that altered, but Fate that altered me.

And so, since I am tired of love, I ask you to forget,
What is the use you caring—now that I no longer care—
When Love is dead, his Memory can only bring regret;
Forget me, oh, forget me, and my flower-scented hair!

——
“No Rival Like the Past”—
Contralto Recitative
As those who eat a Luscious Fruit, sunbaked,
Full of sweet juice, with zest, until they find
It finished, and their appetite unslaked,
And 8o return and eat the pared-off rind;—

(vi)



THE GARDEN OF KAMA

We, who in Youth, set white and careless teeth
In the Ripe Fruits of Pleasure while theyv last,

Later, creep back to gnaw the cast-off sheatli,
And find there is no Rival like the Past.

—f—
“Famine Song”—
Quartet

Death and Famine on every side
And never a sign of rain;

The bones of those who have starved and died
Unburied upon the plain.

What care have I that the hones bleach white?
To-morrow they may be mine,

But I shall be with you to-night+
And drink your lips like wine!

Cholera, Riot, and Sudden Death,
And the brave red blood set free,
The glazing eve and the failing breath,.—
But what are these things to me?
Your breath is quick and your eves are bright,
And your blood is red like wine,
And I shall be with you to-night +
And hold your lips with mine!

I hear the sound of a thousand tears,
Like softly pattering rain:

[ see the fever, folly, and fears
Fulfilling man’s tale of pain.

But for the moment your star is bright,
I revel beneath its shine.

For I shall be with you te-night +
And feel your lips on mine.

- . » L4 * %

t A slight \teration of the orizinal text (vit)



THE GARDEN OF KAMA

So on I work, in the blazing sun,
To bury what dead we may,
But glad, oh glad, when the day is done
And the night falls around us grey.
Would those we covered away from sight
Had a rest as sweet as mine!
For 1 shall be with you to-night
And drink your lips like wine.

—ped—
“The Aloe”—
Soprano Solo

My life was like an Aloe flower, beneath an orient sky,

Your sunshine touched it for an hour; it blossomed but to die.
Torn up, cast out, on rubbish heaps where red flames work their will,
Each atom of the Aloe keeps the flower-time fragrance still.

e
“« Poppy Song”——

Tenor Solo

The fields are full of Poppies and the skies are very blue,

By the Temple in the coppice, I wait, Beloved, for you;

The lcvel land is sunny, and the errant air is gay,

With the scent of rose and honey; will you come to me to-day ?

The Temple bells are ringing, for the marriage month has come.
I hear the women singing, and the throbbing of the drum.

* * * * * * * *

Oh that we, who have for pleasure so short and scant a stay,
Should waste our summer leisure; will you come to me to-day?

Little Life has got to offer, and little man to lose,

Since to-day Fate deigns to proffer; Oh wherefore, then, refuse
To take this transient hour in the dusky Temple gloom

While the poppies are in flower, and the mangoe trees a-bloom.

11 1 A slighi alteration of the original text.
viil



THE GARDEN OF KAMA

And if Fate remember later, and come to claiin her due,
What sorrow will be greater than the Joy I had with vou?
For to-day, 1it by your laughter, between the crushing vears,
I will chance, in the hereafter, eternities of tears.

e
Till I Wake —

Contralto Solo

When I amn dying, lean over me tenderly, softly,
Stoop, as the yellow roses droop in the wind from the South,
So I may, when I wake, if there be an Awakening,
Keep, what lulled me to sleep—the touch of vour lips onmy mouth.

e
To the Hills —

Baritone Solo

"T1s eight miles out, and eight miles in,
Just at the break of morn.

"Tis ice without and a flame within,
To ¢ain a kiss at dawn!

* »* - * » *

Behind us, wrapped in mist and sleep,
The Ruined City lies:

(Although we race, we seemn to creepl)
While lichter grow the skiex.

- L] * - * *

As mile on mile behind us falls,
Till, Oh delight! T see

My Heart's Desire, who softly calls
Across the gloom to me.

* - * - * «

‘X)



THE GARDEN OF KAMA

Midwinter grips this lonely land,
This stony, treeless waste,

‘Where East, due East, across the sand,
We fly in fevered haste.

* * » * - *

'Tis eight miles out, and eight miles in,
Just at the break of morn.

T is ice without and flame within,
To gain a kiss at dawn!

o

“Golden Eyes”"—
Quartet and Tenor Solo

Oh Amber Eyes, oh Golden Eyes!
Oh Eyes so softly gay!

Wherein swift fancies fall and rise,
Grow dark and fade away.

Eyes like a little limpid pool
That holds a sunset sky,

While on its surface, calm and cool,
Blue waterlilies lie.

* * * * * *

(Tenor)

Oh, you whom I name ‘ Golden Eyes,”
Perhaps I used to know

Your beauty under other skies
In lives lived long ago.

Perhaps I rowed with galley slaves,
Whose labor never ceased,

To bring across Pheenician waves
Your treasure from the East.

* * * * L »

x)



THE

GARDEN OF KAMA

Perhaps, adrift on desert shores,
Beside some shipwrecked prow,

I gladly gave my life for yours,
Would I might give it now!

Or on some sacrificial stone
Strange Gods we satisfied—

Perhaps you stooped and left a throne
To kiss me ere I died.

L » » » - *

(Quartet )

Oh Tender Eyes! Oh Wistful Eves!
You smiled on me one day,

And all my life, in glad surprise,
Leapt up and pleaded *Stay!”

Alas! oh cruel, starlike eves,
Snegrave and yet so gay,

You went to lighten other skiex,
Sniiled once and passed away.

The way 1= long and the Shrine is far,
Where my weary feet would be.
- * * * »
8tili; Love is only a drewmn. and Life
Itself is hardly more!
[nshallah!  Tushallah!

[ss FINIS we]

(xi)






v

The Garden of Kama.
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Feasting is always somewhat sad.
Baritone Solo and Quartet.
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” Oh, Silver Stars.
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