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INTRODUCTION. 

) .. I 

GREAT injustice would be shown to all admirers of dr_ainatic poetry and the language of Nature ; to all' -
who owe aught to educa.tion, or are blest with the least refinement of taste, to supp~se that SHAKSPEARE does not 
bold the first place as a poet, in their h.earts: any thing indeed·which relates to him cannot be confh~ed to _ 
particular classes of our countrymen, but must necessarily attract and interest the whol~ English nation. 

. / . . 

·~ In an endeavour to elucidate the various meanings of our immortal bard, his commentators have thrown very· 
little light on main point~; and the explanation of a passage with which the reader has b~~h, in part delighted, 
lu~t which he cannot entirely comprehend: they have-neglected, to quibble on some_qudint ,exp\·ession which, 
with their elucidation, _affords no satisfactory ·Information whateYer.-Dr. JoHNSON his ;with this view ,;ery _ 
justly observed, ~' let the reader of SHAKSPEAR_E who desires to feel the highest pleasure 'from his dramas, r~ad· 
every. play from the first scene to the last, with utter negligence ofall his COUlmentators."-'Vhile; therefoi·e, so . 
much deference has been paid, ·and so much encouragement_ given to commentaries, whicl1, however curious · 
and ingenious, are not, after al1, necessary to _the pure enj.oy1uent of our great poet, will jt not be regretted that · 
so little attention has been paid to th.ose parts of his dramas where the power of mu~ic J1as been ·called in to 
l1~ighten the effect of the sc~ne ?-... -The Public is not in · possession of any regular series of the characteristic 

. songs ill his plays; -and al~hough these songs, as -they occur, may originally have been sung eit~el· to tunes COlll
posed e_xpressl_y for the occasion, or adapted to. thepopula~ airs of the day; yet it would be ill vain to_searcl1 for 

. ' I J ~ • . 

. them, so as to be certain of their authenticity; and, if ~h~ labour of search were ·evei1. to be cro\-vned with. 
success, the music could rnere.ly be received as a curiosity ;-it could not, in the present day, be so· ~haped as to 
be rendered p~]atable to a refined musical ear.-lt is, however, tt·ue, that many o~ the old madr~gal writers~ 
some of them conteniporari.es of SnAKSI'EARE, have composed charming melodies; but the -difference is great 
between a simple song, and 3: ·~~mbi.nation of songs: the. madrigal is composed in five, six, and eight 11arts, 
which, if-taken separate.1y, are not equally pleasing to the ear, but when united, so as to wind iuto each other 
in all the graceful mazes of imitation, are riot only delightful in point of general effect, but i1ighly ingenious-in 
their scientific construction. . 

. . . . I 

The single song has none of these aids-to· attract a~d rivet ·the attention : if the air be not,' at once, Striking. 
in itself, and appropriate to the singer; equally elegant and fanciful in all its changes, it will not make any great . 
impression On the audit?r, and in the Very old !flUSiC there are not often melodies to be met With of this desci·ip-

, tion :-striking dramatic melodies, in particular, were not known until the great PuRCELL burst,forth,-;-::a 
Sun, 'rhose original l>right.ness, no clouds of invidious competition, no changes of time or style in the musical 
system have been able, for a m(>Inent, to eclipse. · 

'-
,;1 

It is much to be lamented ·that· this unrivalled genius did n·ot. pay the same 'respect to . SnAKSPEARE;s as to 
DRYDE~'s poetry; · for tl{e Tempest excepted, it d.oes not ~ppear that he has set the '\vords of any other play • 

. On· this .subject, however. the Author of the present \Vork will have occasion to speak further, when the dratua 
of the Tempest comes under his consideration. 

It is a supposition by no means unreas.onahle, that many of the tunes. originally sung to. SIJAKSPE~R~'s 
songs, may be still extant. To the 1husical antiquary, however, this search more properly belongs; in the 
mean time, the Composer and Co!npiler of the present Co_llection will endeavour _to explain his design, and the 
object he . has in view i':l venturing to submit it to the public eye. 

., · 
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Ilis great cndeaYour will be to oramatise, with prec_ision, the music intended by SHAKSPEAUE to he intro
duced in his playtt: that is to say;. toidentify it with the cl~aracters, taking care that the· songs, ·duets, Ol~ 

trios, so marked by him, shall be suited, .as exactly as possible·, ·to the person or i>ersons by whom the Poet 
designed the-m to be sung. To illustrate this, by an instance...;....the tu:o ~eautiful glees· of ·lVIr. STEVEIS"s, Yiz. 
'~ Jt was a lover and his lass'·' and " 0, mistress mine"-are ·composed for five and six voices ;-but how al·e 
these same words introduced in the plays from which they are taken ?-\Vhy, t~1e first are meant to be sung as a 
duet by two pages, in a simpl_e quaint way, to please Touchstone tht clown in As you like it, and the other \Vords, 
as a song to be sung by the clown himself in 1'welftiL Nig!tt, to gratify the two drunken knights !-Not that the 
melody of such intended compositions should be either un_couth or vulgar; on the contrary, S~r Andrew is 
tnade to exclairn" a mellifluous voice, as I am a true knight"-and even the love-sick duke, Orsino, calls up<;>n 
the clown to sing the air that is " old and plain," that 

" The spinsters and the knitters in the sun 
" _Do use to chaunt." 

Yet, there should be a . characteristic quaintness mingled with its sweetness ;-the glees referred to, are not 
only elegant compositions, but distinguished for their masterly construction.-Now, in those instances where 
the. mu!3ic has alrea~tr. been supplied, so as to be s~itable to .the characters and scenes, . it is not the Composer's . 
intention further t·o. ,:~~~ :l ,~rfere than by newly arranging them for the present \Vork.-·-Jt would not be possible 
ta in,·ent a more fanc}f~IJy appr~priate fairy glee than Mr. STEVENs's "Ye spotted Snakes," which, were tl~e 

.. . . . { 

~tidsummer. Night's Dream ever to be performed, might be most effectively warbled ·by the four. fairies of 
Titania's train :-These ~'ords, therefore, it would be the height of presumption to atten-ipt to reset; the piano
forte accompaniment alone will be added. Upon the principle however, above stated·; and to prese1·ve the cha
racteristic spirit of his plan, the Co~poser must necessarily thid substit'utes fc)r 1nany charming compositions 
coming under the head of glees, · ·madrigah, &c. &c. but compilation n·iil be his primary object, and .it is far 
from his intention or his desire to obtrude his own compositions, where more able masters h':lve preceded him. . 

' : It may be. necessary now to remark, that the popular taste for tnusic, having been so materially diverted from 
the English to the Italian school, a· great and almost insurmountaule difficulty presents itself to the successful 
progre5s of the present undertaking: to reflect upon the public feeling on this ciJange, _would, in an humble 
individual, be equally arrogant and useless:-yet, to adapt this favourite style to ~HAKSPEARE's . poetry would, 
be to clothe Hercules in the soft. garments of Ganymede :-it must be the pla.in Eng·lish school, which, eyen 
in its liveliest mood, preserves a sedateness of expression, and a rich simplicity of mod uJation peculiar to its.elf.~ 
There must be no adherence to popular passages for the 'sake of the music alone ;-no Hou·J·ishes or cadences 
merely to show off the voice ;-no appearance of artificial arrangement ;-no triteness or poverty of harmony to 

. avoid every little diffic!Jlty that the Poet's sentiment may require; the Composer's ambition is to make the soqnd · 
con~espond with it as closely as possible; to n1nke it su~h a sound as he himself mi~-ht have fancied while 
wandering along the hanks of " Tl1e soft flO\''r'ing Avon.'' Neither the ,flippancy of the Italian polacca, nor 
the elaborate harmonies of the Gerrnan cantata, could give any natural effect to the sentiment of SnAKSPEARE • . 

I 

But, however careful of adhering to tht old English school, and of avoiding these superficial ornaments 
wltich too often overwhelm the melody they were intended to assist, the Composer is aware oft he danger of 
falling into the opposite extreme. A great deal of science, and contrivance too, may be observable in a 
composition that tnay still be bordering on fatuity :-a monotony of manner, and a t90 rigid observance of 
any general rule, will grow tedious at last, and the ear will want the relief of variety, though the under
standing may be satisfied with the preservation of propriety. 

Care, therefore., will be taken to render the piano-fort~ accompaniments as airy and independent of the 
voice as the· simplicity of the subject will admit: they will be quite new, for the airs selected from thP. old 
masters are deficient in these little embellishments which are now become indispensable to the general effect 
of all vocal music. In the days of BoYCE and ARNE, music was studied as a science; a figured bass, ther~fore, 

. .. - ... _l_" '. ' · ... . ~.:· ;::;,·-~-... ·: -... ·_:; ... - . ... --···· _ _ ..__ -

' 

.. 

.. 

' . 

~' 

.. [ 
. ; 

. I 
• 



( '3 ). 

was sufficient for the practitioner's complete comprehension of the harmony; it is now no longer studied ns a 
science, e\•en . by some ,-\·ho ha·vc . the · ll10U~sty to 1nofess it, .and the notes mnst be written down. In one 
respect, · to be su.re, the use of the notes-themselves, instead of the thorough bass, .may he preferable, as there is 

· undoubtedly greater latitu_de givt>n ·to the fancy, aud the composer 1nay slwpe his accomp~1niment as he 
pleases, without injury tothe harmony. 

, I 

The "'ork will be com1irised in two volumes_:_the first, to '\vhich this introduction is prefixed, contains the 
tnusic in the following· plays ~S they stand in an' edition of .SIIAKSPEARE.~ 

The Tempest. 
1'/w Two Gentlemen of Verona. 
.Tweljt!t Nigltt. 
jJ{easure for Measure. 

llfuch Ado aboul }lotlting. 
A J.11itlsmnmc1' N ight's Dream . . 
Love's Labour's Lob'l; and 
Tlte 111ercluznt of Venice. 

To each of these plays (and so to continue tlll'oug·hout the 'Vork) it is his intention to introduce a ·few 
explanatory remarks, and the act, scene, and introductory speech or dialogue immediately preceding· each 

. song, duet, &c. Tl~is will give them the appearance of belonging· expressly to the play, and in such a work 
as the present, tl_le scheme c'a~not, he concei\•es, tneet with any reasonable objection. 

, 
lt has fot· many years been· _the fashion to adopt the Italian language to mark the time and expression of 

English music ;-but why the notices of slow, . ?.villi spi1·it, tenderly, very guic!t, should not be as satisfactory to 
an ~nglish ·ear and an . English understanding, as adagio, vivace; t~tfcttuoso, and presto, it may be rather di lHcult 
to explain. ·- To his native .]ahguage, only, the author 1neans to confine himself where SnAKSPEAllE is con .. 

. cerned, and few Englishmen, it is presumed, will quarrel with him on that sco1·e. 

If exertion were to he suppressed. in proportion to the encouragement obtained or withheld hr experience~ the 
Projector of this Undertaking could find very little excuse for his temerity. His musical publications have not 
hitherto been attended with a success at all adequate either to his hopes, or indeed his expectations; ns a 
musician, indeed, though not a professional one, he has been· amply rewarded by the perusal of a review of his 
last set ~f ca~zonets, in th.e European Magazine for July, 1814, a critique the more flattering· to him, as it is 
evidently written by no common master in the art. 

To account for this disappointment, it ~s not difficult. The canzonets in ,question, and the songs that 
. pre~eded them, were cornposed with a view to recommend. a renewal of that style of air and ballad which wa.s 
, ·once so popular, and wheti AnNE's and JAcKsoN's scientific, but simple and elegant .conipositions, were as 
. much the .fashion of the day, as th~ Irish lVIelodies ~re now :- Melodies they are very properly call<'d, for they 

afford little opportunity to illustrate the' charms either of a 1nasterly har;mony, or a :fimciful accompaniment; 
and· the musician has n1ade them rnost ingeniously subserYieut to the poet's purpose, by tu1·ning then1 into 
q'uicl~ tunes or slow ones, ·according to .the sentiment of the verses. Some of these airs are, however, very 

. \ . 
pleasing, ~nd the poetry of MooRE, though ·he too frequently indulges a prurient imagitiatioil, is always 

. clas~ical, and, for tl1e. most part, elegant ~nd pathetic. Now to enjoy- _any alteration of n style which has long 
been favoured·, justice must he done to the compositions, bJ' giving therh. a fair ti-ial of practice and repetition: 

; they cannot immediately be unde,rstood, and therefore not felt; and a little additional time and trouble mu.~t 
be taken by the musical instr.uctor, as well as pr~ctitioner : but few inueed.are t he UUlsic mastet·s of the present 
day wh~ will take ~his 'time arid trottble, or thir:-k of ii1itiating theit· pupils into a higher dcgTee of the art, 
while they find it equ_aUy profitable to adhere to the trite, l'neagTe, Ang·lo .Italian manner in which, with very 
fe"' e~ceptions, all the n1od~rn songs are compos~d. ' · 

Of the present '\Vork, the Author cannot help' entertaining t:tiore. favourable hopes; for the name of SnAK

SPEARE .is entwined with it,' and diffic\Ilties lvill be carefu]]y avoided, inasmuch as Nature ~ooks ahl'ays tnost 
. . . 

I 

* Pttblished by G. G: and J. Ronl NSON, in the year 1797, in which the tc.t't alone has been nttcnclcd to. 

, . 
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. . . ' . . 
intel'esting when clothed in the garb of ease and simplicity. . Antllet it not be urged that music, to be simple', 
n1ust be cOJ1fined to the key. in which it is written, or to go no further, at any rate, than the dominant~ 
ot· the chord of the. sixth. Simplicity may be characterized by a ..-ichness of harmony, ·1vithout the assistance 
of difficult .progressions; . and, on the other hand, subjects ~f ga·andeur, and whi'ch seem to. demand all the 

• ~ . . • • I 

force of musical science, n1ay be rendered insignificant by a poverty- of·modulation; and ~ben noise is 
introduced cis. the miserable substitute for strong and striking combinations. The o.ld masters employed 
drums anil trun1pets it is true, but not as they are employed n()w, in every _performance that comes before 'the 
Public; fro~n a military triumph, to a dance on the green, and even a humorous b_allad~ Intricate harmonies; 
must, after alJ, be used with great caution; for like high sounding epithets in poetry, they too often ~veal{en 

· instead of strengthen the expression. 

Should the volume now submitted to the Public meet with that app.robation· and encouragement from lvhich 
the A_uthor may fairly calculate up.on ultimate success, he pledges himself to continue, and bring the \Vork to 
a completion as speedily as possible. To SHAKSPEARE's words, and SHAKSPEARE'~ only, he purposes to 
confine himself, so that the musical volumes may accompany theplays themselves; the poetry introduced by 
DRYDEN, DAVE~ANT, and .others-· and to which the fine IVIusic of HENRY PuRc~LL has done such amplejustice, 
may, and probably wiJl be the suhject of future musical illustr~tions :-a large field will still be open for 
curious and interesting speculation. 

In closing his Prospectus, the Author feels confident_ that they who are to sit in judgment upon him, will 
not too hastily find a verdict of condemnation from this first specimen of his projected'" ork; on the contrary" 
he i~ assured, that by the encouragetnent wh~ch they are never slow to g-ive even to weak exertion~ in a good 
cause, .he shall be stimulated to that perseverance so necessary to its continuation and perfection. · 

Soutlwmpton Street: 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

THE TEMPEST. 

. . . 

·-
' . 

· ... DRYD.EN has not added . much to his reputation by disfiguring the wild and enchanting- scenes of this 
Drama. The· genius of Purcell ind~ed,. has been resm;ted to, to rec?ncile us to the monstrous innovations 

. _introduced in it; . yet, as the same poet lias shewn, : in his Indian Queen, how capable he was of feeling and 
appreciating this great' musician's powers, he should have left hin1 in h~s walk with SHAKSPEARE, in .the· 
Tempest, undisturbed. The only ·words of SHAKSPEARE that Purcell has set, are; " Come unto. these ye11ow 
Sands," "Full Fathom five," and the chorus· " Se·a Nymphs hourly sing his Knell." These delightful 

-~ompositions appeat· i~ the.present Collection with very little alteration from the compression of the chorusses 
and th~ introduction of the accompaniment ; the 1nelodies and harmonies are pre'cisely those of Purcell. 
In the lVIasl\:, as introduced in the play by SHAKsPEARE, ~hree principal characters only, appear ;-Juno, Iris, 

· and, Ceres:-· and the Duet, sung· by Juno and Ceres, the Author has set, not having been able to find it already 
. composed either in Purcell's or Smith's ·Tempest. Caliban's Song, " No· more Dams" selected. from the 
n1usic of. the Tempest composed by Mr. Smith,. has bee.n introduced, as very appropriate.- This composer 
.residerltnany years at Bath, an~ \'Vas ca11ed l-landel Snl.ith, not only on account of the intimacy t ha.t ~ubsisted 
between hitn and Ilandel, but because he was ·employed by that great master, occasionally, and whe11 h~ was 
affiicted .with blindness, as his arnanuensis.-The Author has been infornted, that the admirable chorus. in 
Judas Maccabreus, " s ·ion now her Head shall raise" was written <lown in all its parts by Smith, from Handel's 
dictation. 

To Ariel's song, " 'Vhere the Be~ sucks,') the fanciful composition of Dr. A1·ne, a Piano-Forte Accompaniment 
only h.as been added; the original melody has not been disturbed.-Two Songs of Ariel are selected from the 
manuscript vocal compositions of the late Mr. Thotnas Linley, Jnnr. the Author's brother; and, though in the 
play, the Spirit is not made to sing to .Prospera " Ere you can say come, and go"- yet a music.a] expression 

. of _them will not be unacceptable, and at any rate . cannot offend :-I\1r. Smith has, indeed, set the same 
words ; but the tune, though pleasing, has not so airy and tripping a measure as the present, which, in the 
Author's judgment, is most happily suited to the character. 

The, Tempest, like 1\'Iacbeth, has been . ·consider,ed as a subject 'so fit for the introduction of music, that a 
great deal has been added whjch might have been better ·spare.d.- The ~ditor of Purcell's Tempest, in the 
Author's possession, does not give his name ;-he simply states, that tbe words which are not SHAKSPEARE's 

- "differ frmn Dryden'.s alteration in some places, and in the ~Jask entirely." And-he supposes them "to .haYe 
" been altered when the play was ·made into an opera, by Shadwell."' 1-Iow· has this exquisite tale been tortured 

, to render it less simple, and therefore less strikingly interesting ~rid affecting. · 

. -
In Purcell's Tempest there is introduced a duet, by Ariel and Milclta, (another new characte1:, belouging, . 

perhaps, to 1Vh:. Shadwell's opera) which begins-" Dry those eyes which are o'erflowing ;" and in which the 
operamonger has condescended !o borrow one li.ne, and only one, from the old Poet: viz.-" Ceres' blessing·' 
" so is on you."-lt is the concluding line of the duet, by Juno and Ceres; and the 1nutilation is as barbarous, 
as the omissi_on of the duet itself is insulting to good taste an<l propriety. ~': 
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In regard to the Tempest music of Mr. Smith, it has been put to a strange tnedley of words: smne of them 
are, however, . by SIIAKSPEARE; but they do not appear t .o come the brighter from the polish it was his 
design to give theril: here and there we have a flash .or t\vo, but they 1nust ever be vainly opposeu to PurceH's 
pure and steady light. The song of " No more Dams" is however, an e~cellent one, and it has been selected 
accordingly. The other song, "The Owl is abroad" is also characteristic, but the words are no~ SnAKSPEAitE's~ 
The last air has been inserted in Dr. Clarke's '' Beauties of Purcell," as· Purcell's.-This is. a mistake, which, 
in justice to Smith, should be rectified. · 

I ' 

THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERON A. 

IN this Play? " 'Vho is Silvia?" only is introduced, which the Author has set as a single song; he 
imagines it was SHAKSPEARE'~ intention that it should be sung by Thurio behind the ·scenes, though certainly, 
as Thurio is attended by n1usicians, there would have been no impropriety in making them all sing. 
SnAKSPEARE uses the word song indiscriminately, which, in some instances, is to be lameuted. There is a 

glee to the words of this song, composed by Mr. Stevens; of this circumstance the Author was not aware, 
or it_is highly probable he should have preferred the introduction of what he has no doubt of being a compo
sition of great merit, to any attetnpt of his own. 

IN THE l\'lERRY WIVES OF 'VINDSOR, Sir Hugh Evans sings a song, while he, and the pretended fairy 
troop are pinching Falstaff; but it is ·omitted in the Collection, for no good effect could be given to it as a 

chamber air; and indeed it could not be endured in any way but as Sir I-Iugh is represented singing it on the 
stage, in a grotesque shape, and lvith a ludicrous accent. 

T'VELFTH . NIGI-IT. 

IN T\velfth Night, SnA.KSPEARE has m·ade the Clown the Apol]o of his scenes; and· indeed his songs, though 
there is a whim~ical point about them, are uot inelegantly written. The epilog·ue song was composed many 
years ago, by a musician of the natne of Fielding, and may be found, probably, in some old collections of songs ; 
but the search for it was not material, as the Author had a perfect recollection of the me]ody as it has always 
been sung on .the stage: it is very fanciful and characteristic~ " 0 Nlistress mine," and "Come away :Oeath," 
have beet1 set as glees, by lVIr. Stevens; but the Author has found it necessary to give them a different shape in 

the present 'Vork, for the reasons assigned in his Introduction. Frmn the Duke's interest:ng description of the 
latter soi1g to Cesario, SHAKSPEAitE evidently meant that it should be sung with pathetic expression; but one 
is not pr~pa1·ed to expect, or 1·elish it fr01n the Clown : the re is nothing ludicrous in the words, ~nd the plaint ive 
wildness which they seem to demand fro'm 1nusic, could not, by any aid ofjJreparation, be given by the Clown 
so as to produce a fi~eli~g of melancholy,-it would be more likely to excite laughter. Purcell \You]d have 
made SOlnething strangely affecting and fanciful of these words. The Author has endeavoured to adhere closely 
to the old English ditty style. 
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MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 

THE foul'th act of thi~ play opens '':ith the boy's song to lVIariana, the deserted n1istress of Angelo, mul is 
the only song in it. The words are exceedingly elegant, and demand fron1 1nusic a delicate, but at the same 
time an energetic expression. The late Mr. Jackson has set them as a duet-the commeucement of which is 
very spirited and ~triking; but it is not, in the Auth.or's opinion, equally excellent throughout: the conClu
sion of it is made unnecessarily difficult hoth to the player and the singer, and appears to have no connexion 

l 
'vhatsoever with the opening subject. As the Author is not aware of any appropriate srHing of these wordf; 
as a song, l1e has endeavoured to supply one. 

MUCI-I ADO ABOUT NOTI-IING. 
IN conforn1ity to the rule _of charac~etising SIIAKSPEARE's songs, the Author regrets that he cannot introduce 

in this play, Mr. Stevens's beautiful glee to the words "Sigh no n1ore Ladies." ln substituting· a new com
position, he feels sensibly his own deficiency, but the glee could not, in any shape, have been made characteristic. 
lVith deference, the subject of it is not exactly appropriate, for there is a softness and delicacy about it to 
which, it should seem, neither Balthazar or any of his companions cou'lc1 have been equal. On re1ercnce to the 
play it will be observed, that the introduction· of--the song is a part of the plot to decei,·e Benedick, and 
shoul"d have a very spirited and playful expression given to it. Balthazar, who is 1nade to sing- it, seems to 
feel rather pressed into the service by the Duke, for ~11 the praise Don Pedro g;ives him is, that he "sinb~ 
·well enough for a shift," and as for Benedicl{, he is out.rageotis in his abuse, for he In utters B An he had been 
a dog that should have howled thus, they would have hanged him.'·' 

The " Solemn Hymn" of tl~e attendants in the fifth act, the Author would have been glacl to have found 
appropriately set by some one of the old con1posers, but his search has been fruitless, ancl he has therefore 
submitted l1is own conception of the subject. 

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM. 
IT is to be lamented-that SnAKSPEARE did not infuse more of song and enchantment in the ~xquis.itc f~tiry 

scenes of this piece. The mu~ic that has been supplied is so characteristic, that the A nth or would have no 
excuse for neglecting to profit by it on the present occasion. The "Lullaby" of the fairies is the composition 

- ,of lVIr. Stevens; the nuptial blessing on " The hallowed house of Theseus" is the pt·oduction of the late 
· Dr. Cool{e. This ]_ast the Author has been obliged t~ curtail for the pur]JOse of suiting· it to the limits of I~ is work,. 

preserving, however, all the striking pa~sages, a~d on1itting only those IJarts which are usually ]eft. ot~t when 
sung· as a glee. with five voices. It appears, here, as a trio by Titania, Oberon, and Puck, with a Yiew of 
a~hering, as closely as possible, to the busjness of the scene, and the meaning of the poet. . \ 

It is to be hoped that the symphonies and piano-forte accompaniments ·which are added will give a lively 
variety, and prove at least no injury, to the ~1sual effect produced by these charming compositions. 

I 

"Now the hunga·y lion roars" was composed some titne ago by the Author; and though not, as it should 
seem, designed by SnAKSPEARE to be sung, yet it cannot, he conceives, be injurious to the general eficct of the 
scene, to let the merry sprite announce his wild and fanciful Jnission in HHlsic. The fairy king- and queen 
tnove in dance, and speak in song, an~ there is no l'eason why Puck who, m: he says is H Sent with hroo1~1 
before," should not do the same. · Tl~ e whole of this fah·y sumn~ons scetns 11owerfnlly to demand the uid of 
musiC. 

. . . . 
.::_:·~.!·~-_.,.. __;..::~-: ~ --: :;~:.:· ... _: ~,_:_:: ·.-,~(~~·-:;~~ -. . ... .. _ .. , .. ._ ... . 
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.LOVE'S LABOUR'S · LOS"f. 
1~ the third scene of the fourth act of Love's Labour's Lost, Dumain says to Bir9n-·'$· Once more I'll read 

the ode that I ha.ve writ." He then begins-

" On a day; &c." 

Now though these ·words are well suited to music, yet according to the rules by which the Author is pledged 
to abide, there is" no necessity for setting them. They have, however, been already set as an eJegy for three 
voices, by the late l\ir. Jackson of Exeter, and it is so admirably constructed, that there are few, . if any, of this 
charming author's comp~sit_ions, that can be compared with it. Most gladly: had. it been practicable, would 
it .have be~n introduced in the present collection, but then it must have been ai-ranged as a song, and that 
woulcl haYe been its destruction. Jackson's elegies are now become scarce. " On a day" immediately· 
follows the introduction.' The song_ at the end of the play is usually introduced in " As you like it," and is 
sung by Rosalind; there is no reason, however, why it should be misplaced here, it is given, accordingly, to 
the original cheerful pastoral of Dr. Arne, to which ti{e Author has only added a piano-forte accompaniment . 

.. 

r.ri-IE ·MERCHAN-T OF VENICE. 
TIIE Authol' is sorry that he cannot conClude the first volume of his 1Vork with Sir John Stevenson's duet 

to the only words in The IVlerchant of Venice to which SuAKSPEARE has called in the aid of 1nusic. 

A1nong the difficulties that have presented themselves to its introduction, ·the principal was_ th~ circum
stance of the music's being· the private.property of some music dealers in Dublin,-but could this·impediment 
have been removed, it is to be feared; thaf however · elegant' and deservedly popular Sir John's' production 
doubtless is, the style is not exactly·so characteristic as 1uight have been wished. The Author, howe-rer, has 
seen no setting of these words ·so pleasii1g and fanciful, and it is with no feeling of competition that, on the 
}lJ'esent oc_casiou, he has . composed it anew as a dialog·ue and chorus to correspond with the. scene, but 
simply for tbe reasons he has· aboYe assigned, and to preserve, as 1nuch as possible, a 11niformity of style.· 

, 
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SHAKESPEARE~S . DRAMAT.IC SONGS. 
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___ _ PIANO FORTE MUSIC . - Lc Co~pt~ s .. :Pi~rre -d~ .. Newbourg'~- N~nvclle 
1\lozAJ~:r's "\\rorks .com1>lete . ~ontaining Sonatas~ . ·methode Francoise pOtir 'I'a Harp· .composed 

.. . · 
\ 

·, _ 
I . 

. · ·I 
. . i-. 

· ·! 

_Ductts, Trios Quar.tets and Airs with varia~ . . . after .. ~~e principles· ~f .the most approved mas_ ·::· . 
.. in 20. books. forming .5 ·voh - ~ _, . _ ·-:- ~ : .,· · 8.8.0. _ '- tcrs of Paris·; to whi~h are ·added observations·. .1-

l\fozART's Bcauti~~ cont•iining hi~ .most · ~tdlnh:. · I~xam\1les Exercises Preludes and Le~~ons,de-" · ·: · 
ed Productions . Sonat~u; Concerto.s and Airs dicated by PermiJ!to.thc Duchs of Montrose_~ -150. 
,in 6. books.: a~ 8/ & -iOj(:, each or thewholc com ·p,.\l{RY's C~1mbrian H~rmo'uylje},t:)ga collecti~n ·. ·. . · . .. 

. p1etc in 1-vol.·_ - ~ · - .:. _ · -· _ · ~ ·~ · _ 2.12.6. . .of ancien,t,.tlelch Airs,the traditional~ernains· 
MdzA "R;rs 20 f.1reig·n and English Airs with . · of1lwse originally sung by. the Bards_,inf.lcn'bed 
·. ' Varh~ ~t: ~iYe<tc:h dr the whole coinplete in 1 voJ._ I.U.6. to Sir ·v.ratkin W.Wynn Bar! in ~books ea ___ -6.o. 
HA~DEI]s Celel>rat~d Suite,s d~piec:csorLessons · ~'. , : , 1 

. , · · 

. . · .in 2 books each_ . .:.. .- __ -- .:.. .:.. _ -12.0. >, VOCAL MUSIC 
IIAYn'N's Six admired"Scotsrn.elodfcs arrang-ed as The Beauties of Handel in two vol~dedicat~d by . 
. Rondos 'd.th :a~comp~for aGer~Flutc<?rViolin -7.-6. · .. Perrnis1~ to his M~jestyconsisting ofupwards 

Vo1~iEscn's II passo temvo · containi~ga · variety ofioo.ofhis mostadinired Songs'Src. Selected ; 
.-" :of ~legant ·and interesting pieces in 6 nnm. ea. - ·s.6·. and,irranged with a _separate acco~p! for the · 
CHAl\IER's .. Sonata Les· petits riebs with Airs- - - s.o. Ph"JilO Forte by Joseph Corfe. of his M?~lesty's 
_ __,_._._:· DiYertimento Scoi.zeze with Airs ·_ - :._ s.o. C)u~phls' _Royal &c. pric~· elegantly printed on . 

·.:B .F.F.TH(nrEN'sWo~k~· co~ptet~~onsistingpfSona_ . .' Impefialeach vol- _ ._ _ . _ _. _ 1)1.0 • 

. ,· .tasTrios,D~tets in 12 book.~ at v~ri_ous prices) . ·. . Th~ .. Ladi~s Am~~scment containing themostesteem . :. 
· · ed Glees,lYfadrigals Catches &c.pct:"tormed at the · 

,,·. .... . ·:_ .. _ ... ___, __ ORGAN~ · Music:~---
-.. H :\NJnu?s Gh Overtures arrang-edfromhisOperas 

&' Orato~ios by' the Antbo~ ·~ va\nable vol: 1.11.6. 
___ · _Grand Ghoritsses contain1ngn,earlythe . . 

- ·. ·_ wh~ie-'cq~pose~ . ~~ -th~~ ·.'?re~tl\'Iaste~ ·properly_. , · 

·. ~~bleme~ and,Gentlemen's'Catch ~~ttb inciuding 
the most popnl~~ which have g2ined. the Prize ·. 

: · Med~lls &c.in.9liooks atl~~ea.o·rcomp~et~ in3volj5.5.o·. 
· CORFE~Ii Ancient-Scots. tnelodie:; ariadg-ed as Glees 
· · for '3 ·& .-4. ·voices in·a books each __ ... ___ LlO,r-; • 

. - . . . - . . . 

. · arranged 1n·4 books form1ng-2 vols each book _J6_ 
~:op El.LIS i2 :celebtateci Concertos performed . 1 · . , SA~R Ep _~iUSIC VOC~L .--

. as· the Ancient Conc·ert arrantred for the Organ .ll$.0. 1

1

. STF.V.E~s Classical and v::lluable sclecti?n of s~cr~d 
· () HGANisT's JOl.TRNAI~. Containing ~electpi~ces · · . muslC from the greatest oftl1e Enghsh&Fore1gnl 
: 1···: _ comp~sed in a style suitable to the se~vice of. Mas~ers arrang~d witl1 a vie:w·to fadlitat~ and 

, ·the Church fro:m the works. _ofCorelh,HC!ndel~ promote the performance of.this Spe'ci~s ~fmu 
. . Pe~g~lcsi,A~i~~~;"fJ;~ydn Mozart, and o~h~r · · siC in vrivate 'Families, th~ work contaiiispiece_s _1 

. clm;sfc Authors sClectcd byBroderip.- .:. __ 1.1(6. · fr~m· Purcel,Gre~n Fo)~cc , Hat1dcl~~ergo1esi. . _ 
~L~~su~ Setectmovern:ent~fromthegreatclassic ' · · Mar:cello &c.&c.forone orm.oi·evoices dedL II 

· · ·· .At~thors ~f the an dent and modem School~_ of . cated to··~ he Archbishop· ~f~~mterbury_ in_!3.Yo1. · 
· · .. :Mnsic,I-Iandel,Corelli;~Geminiani, Mart~ni, each :_ - - - - - - - - - _ 1.1.0 • 

. :· : Haydn~_lYiozart &c.&c"."in 4 bo~ks each-<.- - - 7.6. Asy.J.l.il\(~!trsicThel'sa1m,s;I-Iyn1ns,andSentenC'eS 
1·.. ---- -- " · · · perf0rl_lled<ltthis.Chap~l~olllpose.QbyD!Callcott, · 
-~-- · HARP . MUSIC . · complete in orie yoL ;_ - _;_ .· _ .··:-; : . .:. . _ J.--': _ 1.1.0 • 

. FIOHT·~ .. I:os ·studies for "fhe H~•rp containing·. · The Ps.ALMs of-D ,\\'ID. in metre ach1pte~ to eve.ry I· ·. 
· · .·. 

1
_, 72 E-xe~cises _wit~ a ·. C.~•Pt:ici~·, _ in~luding a~ . _ Stinday throughout the year th€?words selected i 

· · abstract of the '\'bole work some observ<ttions . • - from the new Version ,ofT ate ·and Brady: with 
· by the-At1t1w·r _amLtbe_ finger1.ng ofthe wl1ole ·· .. · -~~~~~e:n~e~:. a(:connnodating each tltne t9 the old 
·. inarked by. tll ~\(eminent Teacher ~~rrDizi the . ' ... ,. . version, the v.~hole C~llcnlated for the u~e of Pa_ 

. ·.work comp~sedand dedicated!~ _tbe .Am~tteurs : ·· _" ~ochial Chttrc~es ~nd Ch 01pC1s..the music selected I 
1

• 

1'. ·Op';.ll~pHce ~ - -~.-. · :- ~: _ · - - --~ "'· ~ --- ~· . ~: _- , ·- ·.· ;.. 1.1.0. · .. a~~ad~tptcdbyi-Iu~hBond~:-Exete~ 7:_ · ~ - - -I_<?:~· j 
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