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NALA AND DAMAYANTL

INTRODUCTION.

Tun Poem, ¢ Nala and Damayanti,” is a composition founded on a Hindu Poem of great antiquity—¢ The Nala,” which is itself
only one of the episodes of the “ Mahabharata.”

The two great epic Poems of Ancient India, the * Mahabharata,” and the * Ramayana,” bear somcthing like tho same relation to
Hindu literature, as to importance, as the “ Iliad,” and the “ Odyssey ”” bear to the literature of Ancient Grecce.

The *“ Mahabharata” is an aggregate of epic Poems, supposed to be, or to be founded upon, popular logends of great antiguity.
Though it is impossible to fix the date of literature of such origin, it may be mentioned that the compiler is said to have been Vyasa,
who lived about 500 years before Homer.

The episode of ¢ Nala " occurs in the ‘Mahabharata ” as an incidental narrative, A holy Brahmin, in order to restore hope and
courage to a fallen prince, ruined by gambling, relates to him the history of the Raja, ‘¢ Nala,” who, in older times, had, like him, lost
everything at two fatal games of dice, and who, nevertheless, had not sunk into irremediable despair. This cpisode of “Nala” is the
subject of the third of the eighteen very large Cantos or Parvas of the ¢ Mahabharata.” Xing Bhimahas afair daughter, “ Damayanti.”
Nala hears entrancing praises of Damayanti, and the princess hears like praiscs of Prince Nala. Though ever at a distance they fall
desperately in love with one another, and miraculous swans convey tidings of fondness between them.  The King desiring to marry his
daughter, there is a grand competition of princes for her hand, but Damayanti will not aceept for her lord anyone but the beloved Nala.
Nala appears at last in person, but has a sad message to deliver from the gods : they had bound him to declare to Damayanti that she
must cheose one of the immortals. But she will aceept no one but Nala. Fortunately the gods do not insist. The marriage takes,
place, and Nala takes his fair wife to his Kingdom of Nishadha. Days of misfortunc come. The wrathful god, Kali, jealous of Nala,
induees him to play at dice with his brother, and Nala loses all : wealth, chariots, robes, kingdom, and wife.  The ruined Nala flies to a
wild forest : his faithful wife will not forsake him, but he cannot bear the idea of dragging her into his frightful misfortune. Beside
himself, he flies again from her. Damayanti wanders in search of him; cach encounters great dangers and crucl sufferings, and ig
racked by the thought of the possible fate of the beloved one. The constant lovers, the wife and husband, at last succeed in finding
cach other, and, by a fortunate oeccurrence, Nala wins again his treasures and his kingdom, and long lives happily with his beloved
Damayanti.

The subject of the Dramatic Cantata, set to music by Dr. Ferdinand Hiller, of Cologne, is the earlier part of the story of the loves
of Nala and Damayanti. It comprises the desolation of the princess, thinking and drcaming of her unseen lover; the ceremony,
ordained by King Bhima, of disposing of her hand by choicc among assembled royal suitors; the communication of the behest of the
gods to Nala ; his despair; his appearance on the scene of competition at the climax of Damayanti’s anxiety for his prescnece, only to
give his stern message ; Damayanti's refusal and choice ; the appearance of the gods themselves, offering her immortality, and their
final retirement before the unflinching resolve of tho princess ; the Cantata concluding with the union of Nala and Damayanti.

Damayanti and her maidens in the gardens of the A MAIDEN, AND CnoRrus oF MAIDENS.
King. ’
See the palm tree spread
_ Cuorus 0F MAIDENS. Towards the cooling dew ;
Like the moon, when silver streaming, Perfumes round thee shed
She on Ganges’ tide lies dreaming, The flowers red and blue.
Softly rock’d upon its breast; T'wine with jasmine whitest
As the tender pearl reposes Garlands for our fair,
In its tent of hght and roses ; Wreathe Wltlll blo§soms brlghtcsb,
Like sweet bird in mossy nest ; Damayanii’s hair.
Like the lotus, perfume ladzn, i
Slumbers here the radiant maiden, Danayanti.
Bhima’s fair and royal child! Companions, see yon purple hyacinth
Hark ! what sighg disturb her slumber ? In sombre hue of weeping clad,
See the tear-drops without number That darkly in the shade retireth ;
Streaming from those eyes s0 mild. That hue is like my heart so sad.
Rest thee soft while we are singing,
Rest, while happy dreams come winging A MAIDEN, AND CHORUS OF MAIDENS.

To thy silken palanquin ;

Snowy plumes are waving o’er thee,
Flow'rs thou lov’st are strewn before thee,
Birds of dawn their chants begin.

Come, let us take hands and sing a roundelay,
Dancing round thee, let us chase thy grief away ;
T'o the sacred river then away we'll speed,
Ganges is the giver unto all who need.

DaAMAYANTI.

Thou cam’st, O! radiant spirit, form of light !
Thou cam’st, my longing brought thee hither.
Ah'! wilt thou then depart so soon ?

Ah me, ah ne’er shall end my weeping !

DAMAYANTIL
Ah, me! my longing heart will break.

Cuorus.
Thy hidden pain is twofold pain, speak !
ONE OF THE MAIDENS.

She weeps again, how ev'ry pulse is flying,
Awake thee ! cease, oh! ceasce thy tears and sighing ! Ol reveal thy troubled heart.

A MAIDEN.




il
DAMAYANTI.

I will, T will, I'll tell what to me befell :

Do ye remember when at sundown

We all in yonder meads were playing,

And suddenly a flock of gold-plumaged swans,
From crimson cloud shot downward?

Like messengers, they seemed in haste,

And were calling, shouting, pleading, singing;
At last with carol sweet alighting,

Around us stood, our eyes delighting.

CHORTS.

Yes, yes, and when we would approach them,
And thought to eatch them, 'twas in vain.

DAMAYANTI

Amongst those beauteous golden songsters
There shone forth one, the rest surpassing,
One more than all was bright and lordly.
Upon his head a crown he carried,

Bright with the azure light of sapphire.
The glow of noontide cannot rival

Of his bright wings the golden radianee,
Like snowy-breasted dove so tender.

With beaming wistful eyes upgazing,
Away he sped, while far and ever farther,
Led by some spell, I followed him.

CHoORUS.

‘We saw thee vanish, and we waited
For thy return with anxious longing.

DAMAYANTL

Methought that I must surely seize him,

As though to toueh him fate impelled me,
And never did I eease pursuing

Till near the temple’s holy grove.

My footsteps brought me:

Its deep shadows did calm and reassure me.
As tho kind heav'n the gift had lent me
To know the speech of all that liveth,

T clearly heard the gold-hued songster
These words pour forth, that thrill'd my soul;
“ A prince as shining

As cloudless noon,

To thee inclining;

Oh grant him a boon,

Of mankind the light,

Is Nala the bright.

By palm tree shaded

1 him espied,

His fate upbraided

And sorely sighed.

e would have thee for queen,

Whom in dreams he has seen,

For each other created, it is fated

That ye both shall be one,

Damayanti and Nala.”

The source of all my tears I've told ye!
Ah! night and day am I weeping,

Since his flow'ry arrow Karna the swift

At my heart has aim’d, its cruel wounds heal never.

Oft when noon is burning,

Doth the faint gazelle,

From the thicket turning,

Seck the cooling well ;

Until her thirst’s assuag’d for ever roaming:
And thus, O Nala, my heart fiies to thy coming.

NALA AND DAMAYANTI.

As the rose unfoldeth

On the thorny spray,

When she day beholdeth,

Bright and winged day ;

O’er rays of light her perfume sweet is roaming:
And thus, O Nala, my heart flies to thy coming.

As for the vast ocean,

Longs the Ganges’ tide,

With unceasing motion

Rushing in its pride;

Through desert paths I gladly would be roaming,
If I, O Nala, could hasten thus thy coming.

Fawn will sure discover,

Fount and shady tree;

Rose, her sunny lover,

Wave will find the sea;

But I afar from thee must ¢’er be roaming,
Although my heart with longing waits thy coming.

Kive Barva, with Servants, People, &c.
Cruorus.
Hail! fearful king!
Bhima we praise thee;
Hail, thou thy people’s sword and shield,
Mankind in humbleness obeys thee,
"The pow'r of Brahma thou dost wield,
Bhima! Bhima ! Bhima!
Thy goodness help and comfort lendeth ;
Thou'rt like the fire upon the hearth;
The rain like thee its blessing sendeth,
Thou art the dew that cools the earth.

CHORUS OF MAIDENS.

Thou who for all with bounty flowest,
With gracious eye look on thy child,
That she is mourning, well thou knowest ;
She withers like the pale Asoka,

When o’cr her burns the desert breeze ;
In vain our prayers would invoke her,
The light of joy no more she sees.

Brima.

The joys of childhood, Damayanti—
No more suffice to fill thy heart !

In life each season hath its pleasures,
The season past, they please no more.
"Tis well—ere long new joys will call thee,
A noble consort shall be thine ;

A consort, rich in faith and valour,
Such is the glory of womankind.

All royal suitors shall assemble,

And in our royal hall appear ;

Thou must thyself declare thy choice,
According to our ancient rite.

DAMAYANTI.
Oh! anxious choice!

BuiMa Axp CHORUS.

TLet heralds through all lands proclaim it,
The tidings of the Princess’ choice ;

And let the trumpet set it forth,

From shores of ocean

Unto the farthest, deepest vale;
Ascending from the holy waves of Ganges,
Unto the Himalaya's highest summit.



NALA AND DAMAYANTI. iii.

BHIMA.

But first implore we from our holy rulers
That they will guide her choice this day.
Away! away!

A priest bearing the off rings precede us,
My child belov’d, come thou with me !
Ye people, follow us to Indra’s Temple.

Marca AxD CHORUS.

Indra, who when day is bright'ning,
Forth from sun and stars is flaming,
Glance on us, thy might proclaiming.
Thou, whose arrows are the lightning,
Who thy seven-fold arch hast planted
On the rain-cloud, and hast granted
Life and light—oh mayst thou bless us,
Indra, may thy light possess us.

Agni, thou with fiery breathing,

Both consuming and maintaining.
Yama, king in darkness reigning,
Life with sorrows drear enwreathing.
Thou, Varuna, ne’er oppress us,
With thy wild and stormy pinion,
‘Who o'er tempest hast dominion,
Thou, Varuna, look and bless us:
Indra, Agni, Yama, Varuna,

Look down and bless us;

Pow’rs above, receive our off ring,
Grass of Kusa, flow'rs we bring thee,
Hymns of praise and love we sing thee.

Duer AxD CHORUS.—BHIMA.

Thrice around the altar circling,

I will sprinkle juice of Soma,

Spirits blessed shine before me,
When my fervent pray'rs implore ye,
On my child to look with favour.

DAMAYANTI.

My heart with hope and fear is trembling ;
An ancient custom hath ordained

Among the princes now assembling

The chosen be my lord proclaimed—

The kings approach—

Brmia.

Now our votive prayers ending,
While the altar flame’s ascending,
To the gods our offerings bearing,
Be the hour propitious.

DAMAYANTIL

Oh day of fear, oh what will befall me ?
What if the Nishada be not here.

Oh ye immortals, hear me call ye,
Grant that King Nala may appear.

CHoORUS.

Powers above, receive our off ring,

Grass of Kusa, flow’rs we bring thee,

Hymns of praise and love we sing thee;

Flames ascend and bear our prayer.

Grant, ye pow’rs, her choice be blest and worthy—
Hear us, hear us.

MAaRCHE—Returning from the Temple.

Grove near the Temple.

NaLA.

O peace divine, abode of calmness,

Thy silence soothes my troubled heart,
‘Within this hallowed grove her footstep hath stray’d.
Here blooms the Dharba sweet,

And on yon lake there gleams the lotus,
The sacred fig-tree spreadeth here,

And through the leafy darkness

Shine forth the turrets of the temple’s fane;
Awhile reclining here I'll rest me,

Where odours sweet revive my soul.

The pathless desert lay before me,

But like to Indra’s fiery torch,

‘With arrow’s fleetness my courser bore me
Unto the haven of my search.

Mountain and plain were spread around me,
But swift as thought he bore me on,

From all in life that ever bound me,

Where hope is crown’d and love is won.
And shall these eyes the peerless maid then behold,
‘Whom but in dreams I've seen?

Oh will such bliss at last be granted,

To see my fair, my chosen queen ?

The wreath of maiden flowers entwining,
That gleam in Damayanti’s hair,

That is the prize before me shining,
Nought is so precious or so fair.

The gallant chase no more delight’s me,
For glory’s call no more I long,

If her sweet glance to hope invites me,
Then will my arm and heart be strong.

CHORUS OF SPIRITS.
Nala, Nishada’s king !

NavLA.
What voices ? Not mortal sounds are these I hear.

CHORTS.

O Nala, thou art pure and true,
Wilt thou the gods’ high mission do ?

Nara.

Yea, I will do what you desire,
'T'o serve the gods my thoughts aspire.

CHoRUS.
Then haste to Damayanti, haste and tell her:
The lords of heav'n beheld her praying,
Her spirit pure her form arraying
In charms too bright and fair for mortal choice ;
No earthly suitor e’er shall claim her,
With the immortals men shall name her;
A god shall she choose by heaven’s voice.

Nava.

Ye deathless gods, oh! what is't ye said ?
I come to woo the blameless maid !

Of hope and love your words bereave me—
For ever fled my happy dream.

Thou king of shadows, oh! receive me,

1 bear it not, this hour supreme!

Love's tender blossom, clos’d for ever,
Dies e'er the sun its leaves hath kiss'd ;
My star, that shone in young endeavour,
Hath fallen low, and sinks in mist—
Your bidding I cannot fulfil.



iv.

CHonus,

Thou gav’st thy word,
By heaven heard.

Nava.

Can I gain aceess to the maiden
Who's guarded close by her father’s will 7

Cuorrs.
Thou shalt find access to the maiden.

NALA.

Oh long'd for joy! thou'rt turned to bitter woc,
My heart will break; O terrible behest!

Cuorcs,.
Thou must obey, for heav'n thy promise heard.

NALA.

I will obey, with heart by grief oppress’d,
Whilst ye to Brahma's realis ascending,
Exist in raptures never ending,

Ol, look with pity on my bitter woe.

On her to gaze, oh bliss divine!

With her to speak, oh joy divine!

She can never be mine.

Lo part from-her, oh endless woe.

Crrorrs.
To Brahma's realms on high ascending,

We fly to raptures never ending ;
We look with pity on thy woe.

DAMAYANTI in her Chamber.
DAMAYANTT.

Oh, longing, hast thou the powecr

The dead to new life to awaken ?

In earth’s bowers as nighingale

Or as dove do they mourn

All their woes with fresh complaining ?

Dost thou draw down frem heav'n spirits blest,

In earth here to roam, in earth’s dark and narrow
valleys?

Art thou the lord of all that liveth?

Must space and time both be thy vassals?

U'pon thy rushing pinions do thou bring him,

The peerless prince, the bright Nishada.

Fling wide the portals, speed the moments,

And let the longing soul find comfort !

Oh, let my longing lead Lim here!

A tremor through the air is stealing—

Oh, heaven, the wall divides before me ;

What lightnings, odours, rushing, heaving—

What can it be? oh blessed union !

NaLa.

I ¢aze on her in mute devotion,
As doth the pilgrim on his shrine.
DAMAYANTL
1 gaze on him with deep emotion,
I cannot speak or give a sign.

Nara.

When she is nigh all longing ceascth,
And heavenly calns iny =oul is swaying.

NALA AND DAMAYANTIL

DAMAYANTL

When he is nigh all longing ceaseth,
The tide of joy my soul is swaying.

Botm.

( thou bounteous splendour.

[ welcome thee { thou heavenly blessing.

Nara.
T’'wards thee I spread my hands in rapture,
Thou faircst beam of heavenly joy.

D AMAYANTIL

T’wards thee I spread my hands in rapture,
Oh bliss, oh bliss without alloy,

I weleome thee!

And are we then no more divided ?

Thou wert by heaven hither guided ;

And what the golden swan declared

Will on this day be all fulfilled ;

The torches gleam, the throng assembles,
For thee, my choice, 'tis all prepared.

NarLa.
Oh might her tender heart be spared !

DAMAYANTI.

Why dost thou pale? what fear comes ocr thee?
Ol, speak ! may I not choose thee for lord ?

Nara.
Tlrough me the gods a message send thee.

DasayaxTr.
I know not what thou would'st say.

NATA,

The lords of heaven beheld thee praying,

Thy spirit pure thy form arraying

In charms tco bright and pure for mortal choice.
No earthly suitor ¢'er shall claim thee,

With the immortals men shall name thee,

One thou shalt choose to-day by heaven’s voice.

DAMAYANTI,

What say’st thou?—ol, horror !
Not thou ?—uisery !
None will I wed, O Nala, but thee!

NaLA.

When the immortals seek thy affection,
ITow canst thou resist their election ?
The gnardians of heaven thus will it,
And thou must fulfil it,

Or death everlasting awaits us.

Then bethink thce, O royal maiden !

DAMAYANTI
Think I cannot, hush, O Nala!

Narva.

Indra, who enthroned in heaven
Rules, who giveth life and light,
Who to suns their course has given,
e for whom the day is hright,
‘Who in myriad forms divideth,
Breath of life unto us lends ;

He who in our hicarts abideth,
Indra "t who to thee bends.



NALA AND DAMAYANTT. v.
DAMAYANTI, Who are these forms of light and radiance ?
With waving light around them playing,
Like surging flames or ocean’s swaying ;
They all rescmble the royal Nala.

Hid by the beams around them playing,
No laws of earth are they obeying,.
They are alike in form and feature,
Like as twin leaves of op’ning roses,
Five lordly forms the light discloses
Bending to her;

The calm of heaven on them reposes.

Woe's me, for his rays consume me.

NaLa.

Agni, he who, brightly flaming,
Searches earth's abysses through,
Life and blessing ever framing ;
And Varuna, morning’s dew.

These our guardians, never sleeping,
Yama throned the stars above,

‘Who our life have in their keeping,

These are suitors for thy love. DAMAYANTL

Woe's me, they come but to deceive me ;
The immortals would contest my choice.

s DAMAYANTI.

They ask that I should choose an immortal,

I, born of earth, to pass the heavenly portal ?
And thou canst bring me this, their dread behest ?

Briva.
The immortals seek to be thy choice.

Nara.

I swore their message I would bear thee,
Oh royal maiden, then prepare thee

To do their will, through me express’d—
Oh, Damayanti !

DAMAYANTI.

No more, my king, oh cease imploring ;
Remain thou blameless still and free;
With thee all the lords of heétw'n adoring,
My soul their slave shall never be.

Born.

The dreaded hour is nigh :

Oh, hour of bitter sorrow,

How blest it were to die,

To fear no anxious morrow,

And heavenward with thee fly.
‘Whate'er the gods for us have fated,
For thee alone was I created.

The hour is nigh—the trumpet sounds.

In the King's Hall.
CHORUS OF PROPLE.

The kings of earth here to-day assemble,
Like lions brave in proud array ;

Their fears and hopes none can dissemble,
In pearls and gold they shine like day.

Around the throne they all are standing,
To noble Bhima each one sues,

Each anxious heart in fear demanding,
If him the peerless one will choose.

Behold! how every suitor bendeth
Before the maid, imploring grace ;

But ah! no glance of welcome sendeth
Her pallid and averted face.

BHiva.

How, my daughter! why the anxious look thou

wearest ?

Damayanr.
I see him not who to my heart is dearest.

DAMAYANTI AND CHORUS.
Oh! flood of light, oh! rays divine,
Are these the stars amidst us gleaming ?
‘Whence have these radiant beings come ?
Light, as of day around them streaming.

Hail, Damayanti, favoured maid,
‘The immortals suc for thee, rejoice !

DamayanTi.
How shall I know amongst them, Nala ¢

CHORUS.

Hail, Damayanti, goddess tender,
The gods command, thou must surrender.

DAMAYANTL

The mortal maiden who aspireth

With gods to link her earthly fate.
She doth profane what she desireth ;

I would not bear a sin so great.

Your holy attributes adoring,

I bend each day before your shrine,
But now your gracious help imploring,
I agk that Nala may be mine.

Bunua.

O, tremble, lest the gods forsake thee,
Their anger dread will sure o’ertake thee.

CHoRus.

Choose thou, Damayanti,
Immortal joys await thee, thou shalt a goddess be.

DAMAYANTI.

I cannot choose, while magic clouds my sight,
The one my heart has long selected,

I see five princes, forms of might,

But will not choose by chance directed.
Ye mighty pow’rs, oh hear me pray,

As sure as from the golden bird,

I Nala’s tender message heard,

Nala, ye gods, to me reveal,

As sure ag that for him I live,

That heart and soul to him I give,
Nala, ye gods, to me reveal.

In earthly fetters ye have bound us,
And kindled love within our hearts,
And now, ye powers, ye confound us,
My grief t' implore ye strength imparts.

Cuorus.

Hear! gods of mercy, how she doth implove,
Oh let her grief and doubt be o'er.

Buma.
Behold, now vanish’d is the five-fold vision,



NALA AND DAMAYANTI

DAMAYANTI.

And Nala yet remains. Oh blessed vision !
Oh tide of joy too great to bear!

CHoRrus.
They have melted into air.

DAMAYANTI.

Ye gods, behold me bending low,
See how in tears I kneel before ye,
If T were worthy ye would know,
Before to joy ye did restore me.

Crorus.
Ye gods, behold her kneel in tears before ye,
If she were worthy ye would know i
Before to joy ye did restore her.

DAMAYANTI,

My lord, I touch thy garment’s hem,

And choose thee, Nala, for my king.

Then take thou from my hand this gem,
‘While life shall last to thee I cling,

And this fair wreath I place upon thy brow,
Thou, whom I choose, my lord.

NALA.

By gods wert thou elected,

By me thou henceforth protected,

Since I by thee am chosen,

Beloved one, in this high presence

I vow to love thee by the heaven above me.

Come storm or shine I'm ever thine,
All harm to ward, thy fate to guard,
In thought and deed for ever,
Nought shall on earth us sever.

CHORUS.

Ne'er was on earth a love go great,
In beauty rich, and noble deeds,
All virtues do on Nala wait,

All fair ones Damayanti exceeds.

DaMaYANTI and NArLA.

In doubt and danger true and tender
‘Wert thou, my own, my chosen one,
My life and faith to thee surrender,

The bliss of heav’n is now begun.

CHORCS.

Great Bhima, hail! may thy reign be bless'd,
Fair Damayanti, hail ! and valiant Nala hail !

Buima, NaLA, DamavanTi, and CHorus.

Ye powers above, look down and bless us,

Upon this pair your grace bestow,

Oh, let your spirit pure possess us,

Let us in faith and virtue grow.

Great Bhima, hail ! Fair Damayanti, hail !
Valiant Nala, hail | oh may their love be bless'd.
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/0. 1. Cuorus.—“ LIKE THE MOON WHEN SILVER STREAMING.”
( Damayanti and her maidens, in the gardens of the King.)
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No. 2. Recir.—«THOU CAM’ST, O RADIANT SPIRIT.
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No. 3. Soro axp Crorvs.—« SEE THE PALM TREE.”
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No. 4.
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Recir.—* COMPANIONS, SEE YON PURPLE HYACINTH.”
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No. 5 A axp CHORUS.—“COME, LET US TAKE HANDS.”
IJn Allegro giocoso.
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No. 6. Reorr—* AH ME! MY LONGING IEART WILL BREAK!”
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No. 12, MARCH OF THE CORTEGE TO THE TEMPLE.
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No. 13, Crorus.—“INDRA, WHO WHEN DAY IS BRIGHT'NING.”

Allegro con fuoco.
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No. 14. Soro axp Crorvs.—“ POW'RS ABOVE, RECEIVE OUR OFI’RING.”

Andante con moto.
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No. 16,

Allegro molto ed energico.
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( Grove near the Temple.)
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