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SIR HENRY BISHOP'S OPERAS
By F. Corder.

The name of Sir Henry Bishop, though a house-
hold word in the ears of all English lovers of music,
is not associated by the present generation with any
kind of stage entertainment, save that one or two of
his most hackneyed songs are occasionally dragged
into feeble operettas, where their undying freshness
and vigour present only a too glaring contrast to the
flaccidity of their surroundings. We ail know " Bid
me discourse," "Tell me, my heart," "Should he
upbraid," and I fancy that a few of my readers mubt
have heard "Home, sweet Home"* and "My pretty

Jane." Thanks to the admirable cheap editions of
Messrs. Novello, nearly the whole of the contents of
Sir Henry Bishop's nine volumes of collected Glees
and Choruses are not only extant but in the highest
degree popular in the present day. But his operas ?

Why, these are his operas, or at least, the best and
largest portion of them.

I suppose that most of my readers are aware that
until about half a century ago opera in England
meant nothing more nor less than a farce or melo-
drama with jubt so many songs and choruses stuck
in as the piece would bear without being absolutely
killed by them. Owing to this pleasing and artistic

method of procedure the only chance of immortality
for a work was for one of the two component parts,

play or music, to be very good and the other very
bad ; the two elements were utterly incongruous and
could not survive together to a more enlightened
age. Such invertebrate pieces as "The Quaker,"
" The Waterman," and " No Song, no Supper," have
lived through their music, while the " Forest ot

Bondy," " The Miller and his Men," and many other
excellent plays have been completely divested ot

their unnecessary music, and enjoyed long lives

as melo-dramas pure and simple. This is another
proof ot the truth of Wagner's oft-made assertion

that the old form of opera—a play with incidental

music—is an incongruity and an anomaly. Music
and drama may be excellent separately, but it is just

when they are excellent separately that they refuse

to unite, and, when forced into conjunction, are both
inartistic and unsuccessful.

To begin with a few biographical details, it may
here be stated that Henry Bishop was born in

London on November i8, 1786, and died at the age
of over 68, on April 30, 1855. His first production
was an operetta, played at Margate in 1804, and his

last an ode for the installation of the Earl of Derby
as Chancellor of Oxford in 1853, scarcely a subject

which " yearned for musical expression," but it pro-

cured him his degree of Mus. Doc, a distinction

which doubtless cheered his last days.

Bishop's works for the stage, consisting of ballets,

operas of various calibre, and arrangements, testify

to his industry,' being about ninety in number. The
following is | complete chronological list :

—

1804, Angelina fOperetta). 1806, Tamerlan and
Bajazet (Ballet), Narcisse et les Graces (Ballet),

Love in a Tub (Ballet), Caractacus (Opera). 1808,

The Mysterious Bride. 1809, The Circassian Bridet

Mora's Love, The Vintagers. 1810, The Maniac , or

!
* Referring to the remarks upon this air in The Musical Tim bs of

November there i^ little doubt that it is Bishop's very owi, all tamily
resemb'ances not<vithitand ng. it was only called "A Sicilian air

to fill a gap in a volume of national music edited by him
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April 28.

To morrow \* the fimt pcrfonnaniw of my «) caH-
pil rital'ii opfra ; .IAkA/im. I am vrrv carioait lo

lienr it. Iti>ilio|> in cfrtninly a m«n oi' tnleni, Sut
witliout any uriKKinliiv uf iiirrnlion. I winti him (lie

bcDl Nurcr** ; wu nil linre room in tlic worlil.

(ioi\ blc«« you, my lU-Hrly (h.-Iov('iI. ilow often do
I rount (inm, hoiirn, niiniitr< in our mroiin^ ni;ain.

We liiiTc Im-co Mriiiimtrd iMrforr, nn<l mn-ly have
wny« ilcmly lnvv<l encli oilier. Kill Tlim Inmjhuj now
It iiiileKcrilmlile.

April »1.

Ywterdny wnn nn intercKling Hny ; the fintt repres-

entation of my «i> rnlleil riviil'it opera, Alailiiin. It

wan lo rrowileil, that hanlly nny tirkeb niiilil l>c (rot.

But one of ilio proprU-tori ort'ered me lii< Ixix mid
even iniiile mv a < «l| Wo nil dined iit home, iind

then drove to Drury Lnne. I hud hardly eiilered the

hox and been iM:en, when the whole house rose nnd
received mo with the t'renlest onthu-iiiiitn. This, in

dilTrriMU tlientn-, on this dav, nhoweil the love of
the nnliun, nnd it riTeftcd nnd rejoiced me very
much.
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I tell you, help me up and you shall have it-not till then ,«M^our: Then Perish 1

^
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Here _ _ _
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Slaves of the Lam
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p, we're
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ready to o = bey, Slaves of the Lamp, we're ready to o s

i
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Slaves of the Lamp, we're ready to o =
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z bty* weVe ready- >^ e re ready to o=bcy! we're ready- we're ready to bey !
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bey! we're ready- we re ready to o=beyI we're ready- were ready to o = beyI

W V #
s bey.' we're ready- we're ready to o^bey! we're ready, were ready to o = bey
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beaiitiful! the light Falls Irom each wing in showers.How
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r ;. m
_ _ _ Like - dew - drops _ _ _ from the flowers, When winds when

i

winds are loud. And ev'ry face is bright - Ac skies without a cloud.

i
Astra
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Mellora Thro' Earth, Air, or Sea?
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Is it to fly > ^ „Corella

Or to dive 1
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Speak, and it shall be ani it shall be

:

Speak , and it tthall be
. md It shall be I

i a.

shall be
-V
Speak, and it

t

Lnd it shall be

:

i
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Speak, and it shall be.
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Speak, and it shall be
,

and it shall be !

m m -

and it shall be I

Speak, and it shall be
,

and it shall be *
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Fair thin^i^s - Fair thing^s of day. Bear me _ Bear me a=^way^
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It is done. It is done I

It IS donedone _ _ t IS done IS

done
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It is done. It is

I ? 1

done
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twin = kle twice, Ere a drop can turn to

twin = kle twice. Ere a drop can turn to

J W t) tifi j 9
twin = kle twice. Ere a drop can turn to

i
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i
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bite. In end= less northernice. When cold winds cold est

bite. In end- lessice. When cold winds northern

ffite.ice , When cold winds cold = est
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star can twinkle twice. It is done. It is done. It is
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f. It is done , Itdone Ere a star

3
can twinkle twice

,

It IS don t IS

m m

done lire a star can twinkle tMice, It is done, It is done. It is

done Ere a
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dt)ne, Ere a drop can turn to ice 'Tis done I
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done. Ere a drop can turn to

J J ^
ice done I 'tis done I 'tis

done. Ere a

J. J =^
drop can turn to ice 'Tis done I 'tis done! 'tis

done. Ere a drop can turn to ice 'Tis

i
done! 'tis done! 'tis

J 1 1 \.

^1^ r C 1 r *i

'Tis done! 'tis done!

— —«h

done! 'tis done! 'tis

It

done! 'tis done!

1 r 1

done! 'tis done! 'tis done!
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done! 'tis done! 'tis
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done ! 'tis done!
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Nourmahal

Nourmahal

Nourmahal
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Nourmahal!
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nour _ ma _ _halnourmahal 1 nourmahal nourmahal
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nourmahal i nour _ ma _ _hal nourmahal nourmahal

nourmahal nour _ ma _ _hal nourmahal nourmahal
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Persia's fair _ est nourmahal nour_ _ m i _ _ hal

Persia 's fair _ est nou rmahal nour_ _ma - _hal
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iioiirinahal n ournia _ hal Persias rart-st
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iH/urmahal nourma _ hal Persia's rarest
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nourmahal nourma _ hal Persia's rarest

nourmahal nourma _ hal Persias rarest

Persia\
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ersia\ fairest .

Persias fairest.

Persias fairest
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Persia's fairest .
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when they're brightest in the sky Are but the

Stars when they're brightest in the sky Are but the
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At that wtiru not anN t>u rnia _ _ hal Nourma _ _ h;il

Noiirina_ _ha! Nournia _ _ hal At that word not an

n-r-

N'ourma _ hal Noiirnia _ _ h;jl At that word not an
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r

-n—r-
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7^
Nourma _ _ hal Nourina _ _ hal At that word not an

N*i r
-^it
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e must look out
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ai that word not an e}e must look. f)ut

eye mvisl look out hC that word not an trye must look out
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fye mvist look out t that word not an t;ye must look out
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eye must look out at that word not an eye must look out
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not a stt'p be heard
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not a step bt; heard

not a step be heard . . . mit"^ 7e ^ard

3ih

not a step
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heard not a step heard

not a step be heard not a step be heard
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Glancing by stealth or ffinging a snad oer tne veil d
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' '0 ^ » \ ^ ^ \ 0^ 0\0 *m I ^ .

inarch of

Glancing by stealth or flinging a shad o'er the veil'd march of

Glancirg oy stealth flingiiig a sliad o'er tne veil'd march of

7
Ĝlancing by stealth or flinging a shad o'er the veil'd march of

rer _ sia's iiVaid Glancing by sTealth or flinefing; a snade o'er themging

i»

—

or flinermff a shade o'er thtPer_ sia's maid Glancing by stealth or flinging a shade o'er the

rlancingf by stealth "r flinging a shade o'er tm
-A

Per_ sia's maid Glancing by inging a shade o'er the

i1 k k tz=sc

Per - sia's maid Glancing by stealth or flinging a shade o'er the

Per.

» 1 r

veil'd march of - sias maid.

^ 1 r

veil'd march of Per _ _ sia's maid.

larch of Per _ _ sia'svei'l'd march of aid
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veild march of Per _ _ sias maid.

X

Aladdin



Nourinahal } nuurinalial
~i*—• # «— • • «—9

—

Hour iiKihal nourinahal
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N\»urinahal! nourinahal nourniahal nourinahal

Nowrin;ih:iI ! nourmahnl nourinahal nourinahal
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nourinanal nouruiahal 1 t r _ _ Mas f air_ _ est nourinahal
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nourinahal
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nourinahal
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Nourinahal nourmahal
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Nourmahal
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nourmahal
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Nourmahal nourinahal
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Nourmahal nourmahal
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nour _ ma _hal nourmahal
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nourmahal nour _ ma _ hal
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nour _ ma _ hal

nourmahal nour _ ma _ hal nour _ ma _ hal
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nourmahal nour _ riia _nal nour _ ma _ hal
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nourmahal
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JVojir.- Would'st let a man look on my facef on, on.
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Istra

Mtilor

a

Corel I a

-•a Pt- _»

The Ring! the RingI the Ring!
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Onr Sis - ter of the

1 » ^ . 1

The Ring! the Ring! tin- Ring! Onr Sis ^ ter of the
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The Ring! the Ring ! O Sis= ter of the
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f

Slentando

m
Ring! Haste from the O = ceaii spring Ere Time can wave his wing!

is:

^ ^
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Ring! Haste from the O = cean spring Ere Time can wave his wing.

^

Ring! Haste from the = cean spring Ere Time can wave his wing!
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H.iil! pintle Mas-ttT, Loid all powtrfiil ! Lo! in our might we beml be =
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Wlirrr Iir«' and joj' are end r less all. Where life and joy are end= less all.
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Hail :

•J Hail
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Mas = = = ter I

gentl« Mas ter !

Hail ! gentle Mas - z = ter I
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Hail! gentle Mas = = ter I
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Lord I _ _ all powers ful

Lord I - _
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lU power = ful

Lord ! _ _ ill power = ful

Lord : _ _ all power = ful

Lord I
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power = ful
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Lo.' in our might we bend be ^ fore th\ call !
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Leaving our world so
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Leaving our world so
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Lo.' in oiir might we bend be = fore thy call .
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Leaving our world soLo.' in our might we bend be; fore- _ thy call

Lo.' in oi!r might we bend before thy call
.' Leaving our world so
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Hond'z rous light Fair child of day! than fairest day more bright.'
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Astra , col Soprano 1? Mellora, col Soprano 2? Corella, col Alto _ Dt Coro
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Fades ev':: ry shade of nigb.t At thy niagr ni = fi = cent

Fades ev'- ry shade oi' nignt

i
At thy ma^ = ni = fi cent

—

^

Fades ev= ry shade of night At thy niag = ni = fi = cent

i iE
Fades ev= rv shade of night At thy mag=ni = fi = cent
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Fades ev L ry shade of night At thy mag; ni ^ fi z cent

.
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At thy magz ni r fi = centFades ev'= ry shade of night
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wond' = r r r rous light

wond' rous light
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wond' = r r r rous light
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wond' r r roTis light

wond' r r rous light

wond' = r r r rous light .
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By fount and dell

, by fount and dtU . Ride on 'till ev'ning shadov^ s

fount and mos = sy dell, by fount and dell. Ride on 'till ev'ning shadows
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Thoir hast
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givn us day. and it IS fair^ Thou hast
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TJki5 Womdeirfaul Xsimajp

Composed by ^eorge^^

^ ^*9^/t'»w of JStsie tc die Tkeairt Jioyal DrutyJiane ii^ Ji-c/tJ^cr vfUarniouy S Ccmposition al Ih/^ Royal A^^iufemy ofMusir.

Tvm/cn fri/ttfd bv Oeu/(itii<jf SrT>iltnaine, 20, Soho Square ic be had c/'all Music Stlkrs iti Chi Uruted, £iiuj<ioni

Astra

J^iellora

Corrella

m—m
Rapidly fadesthe shooting star. Yet we have Ialien swifter
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Rapidly fadesthe shooting star. Yet we have fallen swifter

Rapidly fadesthe shooting star. Yet we have fallen swifter
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far. Rapidly fly the beams of night. Yet we rush'd in our swifter
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far. Rapidly fly the beams of night. Yet we rush'd in our swifter

i
far. Rapidly fly the beams of night. Yet we rush'd in our swifter

# This TRIO is Sunj^ without Acr ompanimeiit
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SELECT VOCAL CATALOGUE,
Puhlishtd hy Qoulding^ and D \ilmaine 20 Soho Square,

Those marked aiv Airanp. d by the most Celebrated Coiiipovers with Var': or as Kondui «fc: for the Pinn<) Forte,

A Damsel stood to Match the fij^ht _ BISHOP 1 6

3)lfAh can I e'er forget thee Love D'? - I 6
^Are jou anjrry Mother D«: _ 'i

A Lover's eyes can fuztf PA R R V 2

:^ Ah why did I p;aher _ _ K M D I

N

1 6

Arabian Ballad "Ah briffht is the bluslv )

»

Pa RR Y 1 6

Ali'.ine nliat eyes hath LoVe - _ BISHOP I 6

3)f-And .ye shall walk _ - _ DS> _ 1 6
Bee s wingr — - — RA>^ LINGS i

Battle of the Angels _ - _ BISHOP 4
^ Be mine dear maid _ D',' _ 1 6

iff. B>-»ilder'd maid _ BRAHAM 8

Bid nie discourse _ BISHOP «
Blind minstrel _ DV _ I 6
Blow ye gentle gales _ WARE 8

By the simplicity _ BISHOP I 6

Camel* Bell

Captain Bell Parody or

D*: _ I 6
Isabel" I 6

Can He banish the past BISHOP
County Guy _ DV _ I 6
Come Love to me — DV -
Dance is d«'serted _ DV - 2

Donald the pride of Dumblaine macgae
Deep in a dungeon _ BISHOP
Echo Song - _ DV - »
Every Bu'.let has Its Billet DV - I 6

Farewell thou coast of Glory Arranged by DV _ I 6
Fair was my love — Comic DV - 1 6
Fair Haide KIALLMARK 8
Farewf II to the highlands BISHOP I 6

Fair thee well _ KlALLMARK «
Fair one take this rose M'V* MILES I 6

Fly forward my Boat _ 8TEVKNS0N i;

Gaily Moscow's Bells barnett I 6
Hark s\»eet Kcho o'er the nill DV _ I 6
Here like the gem _ BISHOP 2

Hear Cupid hear _ DV I 6
:3)t-He's all the world to me DV I 6

Heave one tigh for me at parting loder 2
Helena . _ _ BISHOP I 6
Hither J Love, hither I . "Serenade" RAILINGS 2

•iff- Home ' sweet home I _ BISHOP I 6
Hours of sorrow _ _ Arranged by DV — »
Hope of youth _ DV - 2

Hundreds the noblest wait on her throne DV _ 2
^l dinna care to tell _ Pa RRY 1 6

If love had lent yuu BISHOP 1 6
I il watch for thee _ STEVENSON 2

^ In hiippier hours _ BISHOP 8

In my bower a Lady weeps D": _ I 6

#Is:vhel "^ake dearest wake"_ DV - %

Is't art .1 pray or nature DV _ 1 6

III love thee night and day loVe DV 1 6
Is there a heart that never lov d _ BRAHAM %

Julio tt>Id me when we parted BISHOP 1 6

Lamp of my life _ DV _ 8

Let us seek the yellow shore D? _ 8

Little love is a niisi-hit-vous boy DV _ I 6

Love That follows fain D? _ 8

Loch n agar _ DV 1 6

iff Love has eyes _ DV I 6

L<> hei-e the gentle lai'k DV 2

Lu<-y, Lucy dear wake to the spring HORN I 6

Maid of Athens — KIALLMARK 8

^Mocking Bird S<ing _ BISHOP
My Aia little Wife _ garnett I 6

My Henry is gone _ STEVENSON 2

My Native highland home BISHOP I 6

My Soldier love _ DV _ 1 6

My Heart is sair _ _ Arranged by PARRY I

My own native Isle _ BISHOP I 6

^ Ne'er can the Rose _ DV I 6
Nelson _ _ BRAHAM 3

Not in th«' pictured Halls BISHOP I 6

Noi'Hh the pride of kildai'e Parry 1 6

tv»ine a wreath _ D? _ I 6

Come niy lo^e _ KlALLMARK 2

O light bounds my heart BISHOP 2
still rememh« r me ,_ I

sv»t-et is the gale _ DV - 6

O thert s a mountain palm _
O Well do I remember _
O then I lllinW of ihee _
OhLthou obdurate _ _
Oh time thou slialt not boast 4(c:

O tell me Mary dear _ _

^ O I«-:t\e nie tf> i>iy sorrow _
Of v'>i'n;inii smile ^ «

-BISHOP
_ DV
_ DV
_ DV
- DV
STEVENSON
DV

^ PHjri iiii nf Lo>e (Orynthia my beloved^ _ BISHOP
Rest my child _ _ - DV -
Shame to manhood _ _ _ DV _

* Should he upbraid _ _ _ DV
Sing Willow _ _ DV _
Sister I have lov'd thee well _ _ DV —

^ Soldier gratitude _ _ _ DV -
S<ins of Freedom _ _ _ DV _

# Smile Hsrain my bonnie lassie _ _ PARRY
Take i-ll my loves _ _ -BISHOP

^ Tell me my heart _ _ _ DV _
The days of the v;-'!Iey are o'er _
The Sun is o'er ?he mountain _
The- Ring 1 :he !ittl. golden ring

Tremble, ye getii Recit k Air

jjIp'Tis sweet to take the bonnie lake

Tell me have you seen a toy _

The love that follows fain _
The Earlie's bride _ _
The Soldier frae the War return?!

The voice of a stranger

Thou art lovely in every place _
There is a grief 4fc: _ _ Arran^vd b

When in disgrace _ _ _
When I have seen the hungry ocean _
When clouds of sorrow _ _
When Orpheous lost his blooming hrid

^ Waters of fclle _
V^hen day was scarcely dawning _
When the sails are furi'd _
Ye little birds that blithely sing

Yes I I'll gang to the enehughts

Vli. ii ilie warm hoon • ^
\(uing,' Kilen _ _
Ye silent stars _ _
Yes thou art gone _ _

_ D .•

_ OV
_ DV
_ DV
_ WATSON
„ WARE _
_ »<!SHOP
_ M';-(,()R>;

_ D V

G. B. HE K V.ERT
DV . _

BISHOP
_ nv _
_ i)V

- DV
KIALLMARK
_ PARKV
_ BISHOP
-HKRKKKT
_ BISH OP

M'> M II. »<>

T. ( OO K K
_ DV
_ DV
KIALLMARK

DUETS
^As it fell upon a day _ _

Av»ay nhen we flee love _
All weep not Lady _ _

^Come hither thou little foot page
Ere the stars of night arise —
If thou canst live 4rc: _
I lov e thee _ _

^ Lo 1 when showers descending

Must there for ever _ _
^ My Pretty Page _ _
^Minute Gun at sea _ _

Now at moonlights faii'y hour _
On a day _ _ _
O nhy is love's celestial dream _
Say tho' you strive _ _
See, oh see _ _
Shall I those beauties prize _
Sir stranger turn _ _
Tell me gentle stranger _
To distant lands repairing _
To smiles more bewitching _
Was it the Nightingale's note of love

SflFWhen thy B osoin — _
W^hen a little farm _ _
Whilst inconstant fortune smiles

We are tno ro\iiig min»tr«-ls _

TRIO
Crabbed Age and Youth
Breath my harp _
HoH beautiful are the fields

Vesper Bell

The Gen'rous Heart

_ BISHOP
_ DV
_ DV
-DV
_ DV
-VERTLE
-BISHOP

Arranged by DV -
DV _

_ DV
_ KING
THOMPSON
_ BISHOP
_ VERTUK
_ BISHOP
_ DV

_ BRAHAM
_ BISHOP
_ PARRY
_ BISHOP
- DV
-DV
- BRAHAM

MAZZINGH I

-BISHOP
- PARRY

- BISHOP
_DV
- DV
- D?
_ pakrv
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