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PUBLL; s tARY
The Preface

“BETHANY”, the simple and sweet home of Lazarus and his sisters,
Mary and Martha, wherein Jesus, “the homeless one) often found rest
and comfort, and where some of the wondrous deeds of the Master took
place, are the scenes in this work.

- !
PART I deals with the visit of the disciples from Jerusalem, who pay
" tribute to the quiet and renowned village as they approach it,who,when
in the presence of the Master seek his words of truth and wisdom, are
received lovingly, are taught the parable of the Good Shepherd and of
the départure of Jesus to the night-shades of the hills, where he prays
.and communes with his Father.
*

PART II opens with the news brought to Jesus of Lazarus, sickness and
death, the sorrow and lamentation at the Bethany home, the coming of
Jesus to awake him, the dialogue with Martha concerning the resur-
rection, the raising of Lazarus, the rejoicing over the miracle, the
departure of Jesus, again to the hills, his hour drawing nigh, the dis-
ciples’ forebodings of trouble befalling their Master, and their final re-
joicing in the hope that the- kingdom .of love, truth and righteousness
would soon be established upon the earth.
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ITS ARGUMENT

PART 1.

THE disciples of Jesus hearing that the Master was at the“Bethany
Home” march thither from Jerusalem, singing on their way. Martha,
hearing the song, goes to meet and welcome the procession. The dis-

“ciples sing a tribute to the village as they approach it. Mary and La-
zarus welcome the visitors at their door, Mary leading them into the
presence of their beloved Master. They express their joy of being a-
gain with the Shepherd of their souls, and desire to be taught of him.
Jesus greets them with the lesson of the parable of the Good Shepherd
and the sheep that know him and know his voice. The disciples re-
spond in a song of love and praise. The night approaching,theMas-
ter, as he was wont, departs to go into the hills, under the starlit
sky, to pray and commune with his Father. The disciples sing the
silence and sweetness of night, and of the coming reign of love and
peace —the kingdom of God upon earth.

PART II.

JESUS and his followers, being' at Bethabara, receive a message, sent
by* Mary from Bethany, that Lazarus, whom Jesus loved, was sick and
nigh unto death. The Master replying, says that his sickness is not un-
to death, but for the glory of God, and surprises his disciples by saying;
“Let us go into Judea again” They urge the Master not to go, because
there the Jews sought him to stone him. He answers that Lazarus is
sleeping and that he goes to wake him.

There is gloom and lamentation at the “Home” Martha meets the
Lord in the roadway, and the resurrection from the dead is discussed
between them. Martha is silenced with the declaration of the Master—
‘I am the resurrection and the life? The disciples sing their joy there-
at. Mary in sorrow shows the cave where Lazarus had been laid. Jesus
and his followers stand in front of the cave. He weeps, prays for God’s
power, commands that the stone over the cave be taken away, and calls
upon Lazarus to come forth. At the sight of the risen brother, all ex-
claim the power of God’s love. Lazarus sings his joy at hearing the
voice of his Lord within the tomb.

Jesus again departs into the mountain to commune with his Father,
he foreseeing that “his hour draweth nigh?

The disciples remain at the “Home) sorrow in their hearts, and
fear of coming events, but closing the wonderful day with a song
of hope and of the everlasting joy of the kingdom of Love that was

- coming. WM. ApMADOC
J.F.& B. 8350 Sp. III
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SOPRANO, Processional Chorus 5
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Chorus

Allegretto (e 92)
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