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N. B.

For solo voices, chorus, piano, and strings

“The Merry Wedding ™ can also be performed by
9 solo voices (singing from this score?

mixed chorus (singing from this score)

])iaxm (playing {rom this score)

and s[rings, (solu strings. or massed strings, as many oras fow as vou like.
plaving from the orchestral string parts)

N. B.

For solo voices, chorus, and piano

“The Merry Wedding ™ can also he performed by
9 solo voices  (singine from this score)

mixed chorus (singing from this score?

and piano.  (playing from this score)

For 9 solo voices and accompaniment (without chorus)

N. B.

The whole of the vocal part of the ““The Merry Weddinge ™ can
be performed in small hails by

9 solo volces (2 sopranos, 2 altos, 2 tenors, 1 baritone, 2 hasses, singing
from this score), if they sing not only the Solo passages, but also
those marked *“ Full Chorus™’ and ““ Half-chorus. ™" 1n this casce
the accompaniment should be piano only, or piano and a few
strings, as indicated above.

Full score and orchestra parts may be
resbed of the Publishers
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THE MERRY WEDDING

(BRUNSVEINS VISA)

WAS inspired to write this bridal dance music (which 1s not based on
A folk-tunes) by the following lovely refrain text from a Faeroe Island
(Scandinavian) folk-poem entitled Brinsveins Fisa (The Song of Brown-
swain) on page 250 of V. U. Hammershaim©’'s Furisk Anthologi ( Copen-
hagen, 1886):

Allfagurt [jodar min tunga, Hark to my voice in a sweet song,

lystir meg i dans gd med junga, fain to tread the dance with the fleet throng;
brint er mitt silkihar, brown is my silky hair,

mjollhvit so eri eg sjalv, snow-white 1s my skin so fair;

allfagurt 1j68ar min tunga. hark to my voice in a sweet song.

These lines seemed to me to breathe a spirit closely akin to the gentle
glowing joyousness of Denmark, which 1 was longing to thankfully give
voice to at that time (1912).

But though the words of the refrains of laerve Island dance ballads
curiously often reflect a suave blossoming summery mood, I searched 1n
vain for any whole ballad in which this blithe note was sounded throughout.

T'he plots of Faeroe Island ballads are epic—active, dramatic, tragic;
the ringing rhythmic verses soon overflow with blood, violence and disaster,
and these elements would have been out of place in myv bridal music. But
a good few gentle, affectionate and luck-laden verses are to be found strewn
around in the thick sheaf of poems that make up Hammershaimb’s wonder-
ful Anthology, and some of these I patched loosely together and adapted to
the needs of The Merry Wedding with the results that follow.

%MW

September, 1915,
New York City.
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BRUNSVEINS ViSA

Only the words printed in italic type are used in the music

N, B.—The page numbers refer to Hammershaimb's Ferdsk Anthologi, before mentioned,

N eru tidindi komin i oy, page 239
*(1st refrain)|  at dansa. (or, med junga.) pages 45, 250
um Brimsvem hin unga og Myollhvit moy. page 239
allfagurt fiodar min tunga, page 250

lystir meg i dans ga meb junga,
*2d refrain) | drint er mitt silkihir,
myolthvit so ert e sjalkv,
allfagurt lodar min tunga. _J

Tab er meer av sonnum sagt, page 239
at sveinur hevir ast vid jomfri lagt.

, Min keera modir, svara meer blitt! page 250
g ridi 1 lund at bidja mer viv.

,» Hvat heldur td bidur ter konu ella kvinnu,
Krist lati teg hana vid @ru vinna!

Hvat heldur t bidur ter konu ella moy,
Kirist lati tygur be8i vid @ru doy’ !

Myolthvit setist & seingir, page 46
hon kla@dist veel og leingi.

Hon for i cin silkiserk,
niggju moyggja handaverk.

Utan yvir i mottulin bla,
gull eftir hvorjum seymi la.

Mjollhvit setist 4 songarstokk,
so for hon 1 ein skarlakssokk.

Skarlatssokk vid bigvin sk,
hvitar hendur i vatni tuig.

Hon kembur sitt hir vid silki sma,
gullkrinu setir hon omand. _J

*The 1st and 2d refrains are repeated in every verse [hrouahout.l
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N. B. Eor Pragmms: Please print the whole of the poem in programs,
if possible; using contrasts of typc (as in the following) to distinguish
the words that are sung from those that are not.

THE MERRY WEDDING

Englished by Rose Grainger and Percy Aldridee Grainger

I Only the words printed in italic type are used in the music |

Tidings are told both far and widv,
*(1st refrain) { So_fleetly. (or, 59 swwecthy. )
That bonny young Brown-swains wvesing a bride.
Hark to my woice in a sweet song,
| Sain to tread the dance awith the feet throng ;
*(2d refrain)! prpeen is my silky hair,
snopwe-white is my skin so fair:
hark to my woice in a sweet song.

(Fair is the sound of my singing,

*(Variant of gazé' in the dan.ce now ] m swinging ;
2d refrain) soft skin as white as mz//f.,

brown hair as glossy as silk;

Jair is the sound of my singing.)

D ve been told that if' s fair Snow-white
he’ s chosen for to be his heart' s delight.

< .
Now bless me, mother, ere I ride!
[ ride to win me a bonny young bride.”

“It’s whether you woo her East or West,
God give you the lass you love the best !
““It’s whether you woo her far or nigh,
God grant that with honor ye live and die!”’

Snow-white wakened one summer’s day,

she decked herself out in fine array.

She donned a shirt of the silk so fine,
the handiwork of maidens nine.

She donned a kirtle of blue so bold,
the seams were sewn with threads of gold.

She sat her down upon her bed,
put on some socks of scarlet red.

Scariet socks and shoes so bright ;
washed in water her hands so white.

She combed and braided her silky hair,
a golden crown on her head did wear.

*The 1st and 2d refrains are repeated in every verse throughout. I




Meira gull ber hon fyri brysti, page 252]
enn eg eigi 1 mini kistu.

Meira gull ber hon 4 hond,
enn min fadir eigir riki og lond.

Mjollhvit gongur i rossahils, page 47|
loysir hon tann gangara t.

Hon loysir ut ein, hon loysir at tva,
tann besta legdi hon sadil 4.

Har var eingin kncktur hja,
sjalv fegdi Mjollhvit boyeslid a.

Har var eingin knektur 1 lund,
sjalv legdt Mjollhvit boygsl 1 munn.

Mjollhvit reid eftir gotuni fram,

tad glumdi sum hennar gangari rann.

Brinsvein burt a skégvin reid, page 255
mottt honum Mjollhvit @ sint leid. ]

Mjollhvit litla smilir undir tin: page 12
,»» Krist gevi, tann riddari hann var min! "

, Mjollhvit Lille, troloves mig!
otte borger giver jee dig.

Mjolhvit rakker handen fra sig:
vy, jew giver dig tro og folger dig.

lestt frugou og flutti heim, page 251
tad ger so mangur danisvein.

So fordu teir brudur 1 Bransveins gard,
tad var ikki gull fyri leikarar spart. ]

Drukkid vard teirra brivdiovpd, pages 65, 267
Kditt var teirra liv,
gingu so badi i eina song,

Brimsvein og hans viv.

Fari fire eystan, fari fyri vestan, page 267
Sfari fyri verdsins enda!

Tey koma becdi i eina song,

8 Gud il saman senda. ]
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She wore more gold before her breast
than all that I have within my chest.

She waore more gold upon her hand
than my father is worth in houses and land.

Snow-white is into the stable gone

to choose a horse to ride upon.

She viewed the black, she viewed the bay,
but best she liked the dappled grey.

Never a groom came to her help,
she saddled and bridled the grey herself.

Never a groom came to her need,
she saddled and bridled the grey with speed.

As Snow-white galloped o er the ground
her riding made a thund’ rous sound.

Brown-swain rode upon his way,
he met fair Snow-white on the grey.

Unto herself sweet Snow-white said:
““That valiant knight I fain would wed.””’

‘Snow-white fine, if thou'lt be mine
my castles nine shall all be thine.’

Her hand to him she gave with glee:

(X X3 13

[’1l be your true-love and follow thee.’
Brown-swcain’s wed to his heart’s delight,
ltke many a valiant Danish knight.

The churching done, the feast begun,
there was no end to the laughter and fun.

Merrily rang therr marriage bells,

sumptuous the wedding feast,

when bonny Brown-swam and his lovely bride
were wedded with ring and priest.

Though East they fare, or West they fare,
though lands and seas do them sever;

they yet shall meet in a marriage bed
whom God’s will joineth together.
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| For Kamevaten Kaven Holten]

THE MERRY WEDDING
(BRUNSVEINS VISA)
BRIDAL DANCE

VOCAL & PIANO SCORE

PERCY ALDRIDGE GRAINGER
Composed:1912-1913

Scored: summer 1915
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