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CHRISTOFORUS

PART THE FIRST

CHORUS

In Eastern lands a warrior
There lived in bygore days,

Whose joy lay in affronting
The fiercest of mellays.

His sword and mighty hammer

Clove sheer thro’ casque and shicld;

Who dared his lance encounter,
Ne'er steel again might wield.
By reason of his prowess,
His giant height and brawn,
The fame of his achievements
Throughout the land was borne.
Yet fight for sake of fighting
Was never to his mind,
To be his lord and master
A hero he would find;
One who would be ’mid princes
The greatest in renown:
To him he’d pay his homage,
For him his life lay down.

At last there came glad tidings
Of royal strength and might,
And of a Prince of princes,
His dream by day and night.
On foam-begirded isle
A towering castle lies;
"Tis there longing impels him,
In haste he onward hies.

Soro (Baritone)

Compelled by thy great name,
And thy heroic might,
From distant land 1 came.
Behold the desert’s pride,
The tawny lion bold,
He crouches at thy feet,
Before thy throne of gold.
His native fierceness I have tamed,
He yields obedience to me,
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Thus I would be thy vassal named,
And give my life to thee.
Thy glories I admire,
To valiant deeds that fire,
And high renown do gain:
But should I tidings hear
Of yet a mightier lord,
Your service I'd forswear,
And offer him my sword!

CHoRrUS
A second Samson lives in thee,
Whose curling locks his brow entwine!
Art thou of earthly parentage?
This Titan is of lineage divine:
A gift of the gods to our mighty king,
A token that the high heavens bring,
That they to mortal greatness must bow.

) Soro (Baritone)

Ye flatt’ring tongues, no more! hold! hold!
The ¢ods have laid no charge on me:
Where’er 1 list, I wander free!

I come to serve of my free will alone!

Soro (Alto)
Trust not this loud-voiced stranger, O
King!
Vows of his troth never believe!
False is his vow and false is his spear:
Thy ruin he’s sworn to achieve.
Name, nor country, nor kin boasts he,
Tells of far distant regions.
Surely, this knight, tho’ brave he may be,
Should ne’er hold rank in thy legions!
Fly, traitor, begone! Perchance
There follows thy footsteps the foe’s
array !
Thou art no mortal, we trust thee not!
Envoy of Satan, away!

CHoRruUS
Envoy of Satan, away!

(iif)



Soro (Baritone)

How strange a sight! The King’s turning
pale!
Doth Satan’s name call forth such fear?
Farewell! hence let me depart!
For Satan’s glory the sword let me bear,
For he alone must be lord of all,
Whose name doth so valiant a monarch

appal !

CHORUS

Now forth he goes, and onward,
His thoughts a woeful maze,
Where high above the valley
Dark rocks their crest upraise;
All black the crags and storm-rent,
All sullen red the sky:
While cliff and cave re-echo
The soaring eagle’s cry.
In solitude so awful
Might ever man remain?
And who on earth hath power
To rend the rock in twain?
Is this the might of evil?
Is Satan’s kingdom found?
Q’erhead the ghostlike snow-peaks,
The dismal gorge around!
The giant’s voice uplifted
The thunder seems to mock,
And hark! the name of Satan
Resounds from rock to rock!
Then came an awful stillness,
Dread silence, mute dismay,
As though the whole creation
Spellbound before him lay.
The magic charm weaves round him
Its subtle, mystic power,
He can scarce resist it
In that dread place and hour.
He feels bound down for ever
To that vast solitude,
So solemn and so great,
So stern and unsubdued.
But now, his weakness over,
Hope his whole heart fills,
He seeks the verdant vale
Along the leaping rills.

Trio (Women’s Veices)

Over us stars shine.
Far down below an ocean of light
Glows where the streets of the town show
bright,
Balmy the fragrance from blossom and
tree.
Zephyrs enchanting lull to repose,
Impregnate with odors of violet and rose.
Far in the distance, clearer and clearer,
(Gleams thro’ the palm-leaves magical
sheen.
Peeping thro’ leaflets sparkling with dew-
drops
Flowerets appear, so lovely and bright.
Gently the wanderer sinks to repose,
Resting in slumber light.

Soro (Sopranc)
‘What is the sovereign power of the uni-
verse,
That all hearts doth enchain?
Thar is both a blessing and curse,
Tho' the victims thereof never dare
complain ?
Without which life would know no Spring,
That the breath of joy breathes o’er every-
thing.
CHoRrUS
I.ove alone!

Soro (Sopranc)
What sing the birds with quivering trills,
As each chants blithely his Springtide
lay?
What clothes with green all the vales and
hills
And glorious wealth of blossoms gay?
What murmurs the brook when the cold
Winter yields?
What carols the lark to her brood in the
fields?
CHoruUs
Love alone!

Soro (Soprano)

And many a lord of a kingdom fair,
Na prouder ruler on earth tho’ there be,

(iv)
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Would go pale-cheeked and smiling ne’er,
None sadder at heart than he.
“Away,” he’d cry, “with dominion and
throne,
And leave me love alone!”

CHORUS

Love alone! ah, love alone!
CHorUS (Men’s Voices)

Brave knight! hath Cupid bound thee fast,
And conquered the giant at last?
Didst list when the nightingale chanted,
While potent draughts thy senses en-
chanted ?
Say, where is the stalwart arm,
The strength to keep thy vow?
That fear which thy name inspired?
His captive art thou!

Soro (Bariton-)
How rages my heart in passionate ire,
Consumed by secret, devouring fire!
Away, away! straicht I'll quit these
regions:
No rank I'll hold in Iniquity’s legions!
"Twas Satan I longed to serve, his vassal
I would be:

If these his realms, accurséd be he!

Cuorus (Men’s Voices)
Stay thou! thou’rt wedded to Satan’s cause,
Thou’rt doomed to obey his dread laws.
Doth Love with its magic affright thee,
May Hatred's power then serve to delight
thee!
Brave deeds and achievements high hath
wrought
The power of Hate ere now.

Thy heart’s longing was for Satan:
His captive art thou!

CHoRuUS

Satan a-hunting is gone!
Racing thro’ the wheatfields, blights the
ripest corn.
T'he poorer the harvest, the louder will
mortals complain!

Away! wind the horn!

Hark to yon revelling crew
Dancing round the oaktree;

Wine o’erfloweth the bowls.
Aside there, ve idlers!

Come hither, thou golden-haired maid!
Fili high, merry souls, fill high!
Roystering huntsmen, away!

No one bade ye hither:

Cease your clamor and brawl!
Full well we know your dealings,
In borrowed plumage you strut!
Come on, come on, seize them all!

Shrieking, and glitter of steel,

(Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha, ha!)

Cries and shouts and cursing,

Ruddy with blood is the mead,

The wounded cry: “Mercy!”

Ah me! Ah, fly! I am stricken to

death!
Hateful deed!

Stormily falleth the nizht,
Frightened maids are fleeing,

After them demon hordes!—

A cross sudden gleameth!

Fly, Master! too fast have we come!
Fly, fly! on this ground lies a spell!

PART THE SECOND

Sovo (Baritonce)

Satan! cowardly fiend! is this then thy
power?

Wherewith thou dost lie, wherewith thou
deceiv’st

As tho’ all the earth owned thee Master
and T.ord!

From your own shadow you shrink in fear,

A piteous sham of greatness and micht,

Without sword or shield.

(v)
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O, fool that I was!
Who with longing keen desired to obtain
What I ne’er could have gained:
The creation of my fancies wild!

Am I myself the mightiest power on earth?

Myself? O, poor fool!
How has vanished all my life’s desire!

Yet no: all is not night.
I feel, hope brings me light!
In this domain mysterious |
I'll bide the dawn of day,
Then to my eyes shall be revealed
What Satan’s sorceries doth lay.

CHORUS

All now is lone and silent,
The night how long and drear!
O, would but darkness vanish,
The blessed morn appear!
No gleam of starlight shineth
Upon the blood-stained plain,
Where late amid the darkness
Men strove with might and main.
As softly rises heavenward
The first sweet blush of dawn,
So gently Faith awaketh
Within his soul forlorn.
And lo, as lifts the darkness,
Behold, a Cross is nigh,
‘Whereon the Man of Sorrows
In death yet hangs on high.
With love the Cross embracing
A hermit suppliant lies,
Unto the Sacred Form upraised
His earnest eyes.

Soro (Tenor)

Lord, Lord of heaven and all creation,
Hear Thou a sinner lowly wailing:
Thou art the fountain never failing,

The way that leadeth to salvation.

I wandered thro’ the desert far,
There found I anguish, none to save;
Then, Lord, wert Thou my guiding-star,
Thou dost redeem me from the grave.

21122

SoLo (Baritone)

Know’st thou him upon the cross,
At whose sight proud Satan fled away?
Why dost thou speak as tho’ he lived?
Whao is the dead man, say?

Soro (Tenor)

He is the King of all the universe,
Jesus, God’s own Son!

Soro (Baritone)

Have 1 at last
T'he mightiest one discovered ?
For whom to battle bravely, or to perish!

Where is his realm?

Soro (Tenor)

Go down to yonder river’s strand,
Where wearied pilgrims ofttimes stand
And many a backward league must toil,
Ere they may reach the longed-for land;
For neither boat nor bridge is near,
And swiftly runs the river clear.
Go down, be thou the pilgrims’ help,
And bear them thro’ the stream, for love
Of Him that died for thee.
Do thou this work in faith and love,
Tho’ all thy life thou needs must labor.
He shall Himself as guerdon give thee.
Farewell! Trust in Him!

CHoORUS

As flows the river seaward,
So onward glide the years,
And still the faithful toiler
His burden bravely bears.
()t falters he, and reeleth,
When winds and waves are high,
But yearning for the master
Temptation doth defy.
Another day is over,
And he may rest and dream,
While the nightingales are singing
Beneath the moon’s pale beam.



SorLo (Soprano)

Come over! Come over!

SoLo (Baritone)

Who calls? Is this a dream?
Methinks, the old familiar call
Pursues me e’en in sleep.

Sorvo (Soprano)

Come over! Come over!

Soro (Baritone)

"Tis repeated?

Lo, a child, in scanty raiment,

On the shore is waiting.

Little stranger, 1 will bear thee!
I will bear thee!

My strength is gone! The waters rise,

My rushing blood swells every vein!

Tell me, child, tell me, what power is
thine?

I feel as tho’ I bore the world on me!

Soro (Sopranc)

Thou bearest the world, and bearest its
Creator:
For I am Jesus, God’s own Son!
Me hast thou sought, in love to me
Wast ever faithful, tho’ long thy toil.
Brave heart, rejoice!
The prize of thy faith is won!

CHorus
The prize of thy faith is won!—

Thrice-blesséd river, the Child embrace,

Tenderly kissing His hands and His face,

Rolling and roaring in joy uncontrolled,

Sharing in Jordan’s blessing of old.

Ah, to enfold Him, ah, to be near Him,
What bliss untold!

Christoforus, Christupholder!

O what joy, the glory of heaven to behold!

Joy of the blessed ones, rapture untold!
Christ hath given thee life!

O welcome, the glory of heaven to behold!
O welcome! O welcome!

(vii)
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