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CasT oF CHARACTERS.

PrinceE PICRATES De CALABAZAS.
Dox BRASEIRO.

MIGUEL.
Dox DEGOMES.
CRISTOVAL.
MANOLA.
BEATRIX.
SANCHETTE.
A SOLDIER.
GONZALEZ.

PEPITA.
CATANA.
ANITA.
INES.
PEDRO.
PABLO.
JUAN.
POLORES.
MEDINA.
Servants of the Chateau, Ensigns, Students, Grisettes, etc.

ARGUMENT.

Don Braseiro, Governor of Elvas, has been married by proxy to
Beatrixr, whom he has never seen. While awaiting her arrival at his
chateau, the news comes that the Spaniards have attacked the Portu-
guese outposts. Don Braseiro is obliged to go and head the Portu-
guese forces; but before his departure, he confides to his young
steward, Miguel, the duty of receiving Beatrix with due honor.
Miguel is in love with Manola, to whom the Portuguese Prime
Minister, Prince Calabazas, an old roué, makes desperate love. She
tries to avoid him, but he carries her off. She speedily escapes from
him and flies to Miguel. She is pursued, however, and while her

lover is waiting to receive the wife of his lord, Calabazas arrives in

hot haste., Not knowing what to do, and Beatrix not having come
Manola is presented as the newly-arrived Baroness. Unfortunately,
Dosn Braseiro returns unexpectedly, and it is necessary to present
She is

known to Manola, who throwing herself on her magnanimity and

Masnola to him as his wife. Presently the real wife arrives.
sympathy, entreats that she may be permitted to represent her until
the morning, when her all-powerful pursuer will be gone Beatrix
consents. From this arise many complications, which are finally
settled by the discovery by Braseiro of his real wife, and the union

of the lovers.
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SCENE—A large hall in the Chateau of DON BRASEIRO. At the back a gallery leading to the apartments, several doors.
At R. 2. E. a window. A larqe picture representing Saint Michacl. L. C.
ANITA, CATANA, PEPITA, and men and women discovered ; they are looking off at back as though expecting some one.
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(At end of chorus, all exeunt except MIGUEL.)

MIGUEL. There; that task is over,and I hope the Baron will be
satisfied. I wonder where he is! I'll wager he is still before
his looking-glass. Well, on one’s wedding day that is but
natural,

(Enter BRASEIRO, He is curled, dressed to excess, and looking as
if ke has just come out of a bandboz.)

Braseiro. Ah, Miguel! Well, how doI look? Do you think I
am presentable ?

MiG. As dazzling as the sun!

Bras. Ah! you are right. That is, I suppose so,for I do not
know. I expect my wife to-day. She is charming, exquisite,
divine !—that is, I suppose so, for I do not know.

Mic. What! Do not know the woman you have married ?

Bras. Not from Eve. You know I was married by proxy. Cousin
Degomez; represented me, as usual on these occasions.

MiG. (Astonished.) As usual? These occasions ?

Bras. Of course! You see, I have the misfortune to become a
widower quite frequently. I don’t know why, but so it is, Then
every time I feel like taking a new wife, I send Cousin De-
gomez to pick one out for me. That is his specialty,—his oaly
means of livelihood. He goes to Lisbon,—an excellent hunting-
ground for wives,—he scrutinizes, observes, studies, reflects and
decides. When he sees something that satisfies him, he says—
“That pleases me, and it will, of course, please him.” You see,
we have the same tastes. He demands her hand; the contract
is drawn up; he signs for me, and leads my enslaver to the
altar. This saves me a world of trouble. I am told, that this
time he has chosen a widow. It was very thoughtful of him. 1
never married a widow before. It will be a novelty. I am en-
raptured. That is, I suppose I am, for I do not know.

MiG. Since I find you in such pleasant humor to-day, I am embold-
ened to make a confession.

BrAs. A confession? What about?
MiG. A marriage, like your own.
Bras. What! Are you in love?

MiG. Inlove? You shall judge.
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Bras. Obh, youth! youth! And is she pretty?

MiG, An adorable and ever-to-be-adored blonde.

BrAs. A blonde? I worship blondes!

MiG. - She is a darling little creole who arrived from the colonies
about four years ago; an orphan brought up by her aunt.

BraAs. If I have a weakness it is for blonde orphans brought up by
their aunts. That is,—I suppose so—I don’t know.

Mi16. We love each other, and I ask for your permission to marry her

Bras. I can’t do less, since I have set so bad an example, than to let
vou follow it. But where is the Baroness? I am growing very
nervous! Cousin Degomez is always verypunctual. Why has
be not brought her? I feel as if ants were creeping all over me.
Of course, you will appreciate my emotions while awaiting the
most charming, divine and exquisite creature in the world. That
is,—I suppose so, for I do not know. (MNoise outside) Ahl
That uproar! It is she! Run! Fly to receive her, for I am
overpowered with emotion! (Enter soldier hastily. C.)

SOLDIER. (Salutes) Monseigneur!

BraAs. A soldier! What does it mean

SoL. (Holding out paper.) A message.

BrAS. (Zakes paper) A message? (Opens paper, reads it, and
utters a cry.) Ah! The Spaniards have made a fresh incur-
sion and attacked the outposts.

41

Sovr. (Always impassive) Exact!
Bras. And you have allowed yourself to be beaten ?

Sor. Exact!

Bras. Don't you know better than to be beaten on the day I
expect my wife? You are an ass!

Sor. Exact!

Bras. Go, coward!

SorL. Exact! (Exit impassively.)

BraAs. (Excitedly) This is a pretty dilemma! I must go.
Mic. What! Go before seeing your wife ?
BrAs. Am 1 not Governor of Elvas? The leader of its armies?

Am I not a Portuguese? Have not the Spaniards attacked us?
It would seem as if they had said in so many words: “ Ah! You
have been married, have you? Very well! Wait, and we’ll give
you a marriage reception!”
MiGc. Do you think so? .
Bras. I never think! And must I go to the battle-field! When a
war once begins, there is no telling when it will end. I have
read of a war that lasted a hundred years.
Mic. 1 sincerely hope this one will be shorter ! C
Bras. What difference will that make, even if it lasts only a month ?
Can I tell in what condition I may return in a month? Perhaps
legless—armless—lifeless ?

LOST OPPORTUNITIES.

No. 3. COUPLETS.

Allegretto.
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BRASEIRO. (Affer song.) Well, there is no help for it. I must go. | MIGUEL. (Laxghing.) Ha, ha, ha! Poor Baron, Let us hope his
(Sadly.) Duty before everything. Miguel, You must remain ‘ misery will not last long. When he returns, I will again speak to
here. You will receive the baroness. You will present her to him about Manola. Dear Manola! I wonder if she is thinking
my vassals. You will console her. You will replace me,—that of me at this moment., (As ke speaks he approaches window. It
is, in an official way. Adieu! (Going.)O!Misery, to be forced to opens violently, and Manola appears, in great agitation.) Oh!
leave so charming, so divine, so exquisite a creature. That is, I You here, Manola! .
suppose so, for I don’t know! But by the soul of the Cid, the | MANOLA. (Rushing forward in great fear)) Ah! dear Miguel,
Spaniard shall pay dearly for this joke! [ZExit.] save me, save me!

“AS DOTH THE BIRD.
No. 4. COUPLETS.

Allegro non troppo, ma agitato.
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MiG. (Reassuring her)) There, there!
safe !

MAN. (Smiling at kim.) My dear Miguel! How becoming your
little moustache has grown !

Dear Manola, you are

MiG. What a child you are! A moment ago, you were frozen
with fear; now you are laughing! (Zakes her hand) You are
stronger now ?

MaN. Yes; for you are near me!
Mic. But what has happened?

MAN. I have been carried off !
Mig. Carried off?
MAN. Yes., Threats, gags and a post-chaise. For some time past,

I have been unable to take a step without being followed by an
old fellow whose behavior was good enough, to be sure, but
who was so fearfully ugly that I had no excuse even for flirting
with him. He is the Prince de Calabazas, I have been told.

Mic. He?
MaN. Do you know him?

MiG. I should think Idid! He is prime- minister of Portugal.
the most powerful man in the state, after the king, and even be-
fore him, for that matter.

MaN. What a minister! He is beautifully ugly for a minister. But
to continue. I took care not to put my foot out of doors; but
that did not avail ; for one evening, as I was entering my room,
I was seized, carried out and thrown into a chaise that began to
gallop off at once. Inthe chaise was my old monster.

Mic. Horrible!

MAN. You probably think I was frightened? Not-at all. I have
creole blood in my veins. I drew my stiletto. (Draws stiletto
Srom ker bosom.) 1 always carry it. In a second I leaped from
the carriage, but I was pursued. I contrived to elude my ad-
mirer then, but I found I could no longer stay at Lisbon. I
quitted it. I was again pursued. I arrive here. I find you.
I am safe !

Gracious !

But go on'!

Mi1G. Are you? If the Prince is still on your track, he will soon be
here. He will take you again and will throw me into prison.

MaN. Into prison!
Mic. No!
MAaN. Alas! we are lost.

M1G. (Who kas gone to window.) Ah!
is he ; and the Baron is absent.
this state of mind ?

Has a minister the right to do that?
But he will take the right.

See that cloud of dust! It
How can I receive his wife in

MAN. His wife! What do you mean.

49

Mig. The baron has been married by proxy. He has never seen
his wife, and, called away suddenly to the battle-fleld, he has ap-
pointed me to receive her, and to introduce her to his friends.

MAN. (Suddenly.) Ah! Introduce her, then. Summon everybody
and inform them that the Baroness has arrived.

MIG, (Perplexed.) The Baroness arrived?

MAN. Yes. (Posing.) I am the Baroness!

MiG. ButI do not dare—

MaN. Do you prefer that I should be carried off again ?
Mia.
MAN. Come, then, (Dragging him L. 1. E.)

By no means!

"M1G. (Paints to R. 1. E.) This is the way.

MaN. All ways are the same to me! Come!

(Exit MANOLA, dragging MIGUEL, Af same moment CALABAZAS
enters C., followed by four Alguazils. He is out of breath. He
rushes forward, signaling his men o stay at back.)

CAL. Don’t move.! (Goes to door, L. 1. E., and opens it.) No one !
Don't move ! (Goes o door, L. 2. E., opens it.) No one! Don’t
move ! (Goés to door, L. 3. E., gpens it.) Noone! Don’t move!
(Goes to door, R. 3. E.) Ah! Locked ! (70 A/lguazils)) Don’t move !
No—go! No—stay! Make no noise! I have need of all my
coolness. (Mopping his forehead on handkerchief.) What
has happened to me is something unheard of in the annals
of Portuguese history. There is no doubt that I am the
greatest diplomatist, the greatest statesman of modern times!

I govern Portugal, for the king—poor Ferdinand—is only a cipher.
When I frown like this ( frowns), every one trembles! When I
say “Hem !”—like this—every one goes home and makes his
will! I am perfection,—that is, I only have one failing—I adore
the fair sex! I have only one misery—they do not adore me!
My last attempt, for instance. (70 4lguazils) Goaway! What
are you idling there for? Get out! (Exeunt Alguazils.) There is
no reason why I should lay my innermost thoughts bare before
my hirelings. Let me collect my thoughts, I had assembled a
congress of all the great powers at Lisbon. The map of Europe
needed altering. It needs altering every ten years. As usual,
I forced everybody to my way of thinking, Portugal was to con-
trol Europe. The document was drawn up, all were ready to
sign, when I had to retire for a moment to get the great seal
of state which was in another room. There I was dazzled—by
what? A pretty little waiting woman of the queen—a jewel, a
marvel—a delirium in black and yellow! I followed her for
three days in vain. When I returned with the seal of state,
the ambassadors had departed, and Portugal remains where it
was. O woman! Woman! :
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“0, WOMAN, LOVELY WOMAN."
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CaL. But that was only one. At present, I am entirely in love with | CAL. Glorious! The orange trade gives much uccupation tQ women

a strange young woman. She has slipped through my hands like
an eel! It is for her that I have this time neglected state affairs
for the past week. The king—poor Ferdinand !—must be sob-
bing bitterly for me! But that doesn’t matter—he’ll keep ! She
won’t! This time, my indications are exact. She entered this
chateau, and I must find her! (Looking around.) Still nobody?
Where are the minions of this house? It seems to me, that I
am kept waiting in the ante-room! What ho! Some one!
anybody. (&nter MIGUEL.)

MiGc. What does his excellency require ?

CAL, (Blustering)) 1 desire to know—(Aside.) Butno! 1 must
not appear as if I were running after young women. (A4/oud.)
Approach, person! Are you aware to whom you have the hon-
or of speaking? I am the prime-minister, Prince Picrates Her-
moso Cristoval de Calabazas. 'The name may strike you as a
trifle long, but I didn’t choose it myself. (MiG. dows.) Listen!
(Aside.) Now for my most diplomatic air of dissimulation.
(Alowd.) Tell me, individual—are the people satisfied with the
crops this year?

MiG, (Astonished.) The crops?
CaAL.
Mig.

Are the grapes flourishing vigorously ?

They are yielding very well, your excellency.

CAL. So much the better! And wheat?
MiGc. Not strong! (Asz'de ) What the deuce is he driving at?
CaL. Notstreng? - [ am sorry. And oranges?

M‘xé‘.“ ‘O’ringés ar‘é‘lmtdmv thefr war yom' excelleacy. -

and girls. (Changing kis tone.) Speaking of girls, reminds me
to ask you if a fascinating blonde did not arrive here to-day ?

MiG. (Aside) Atlast! (Aloud) No, your excellency.

CaL. (Aside) He knows nothing. (Aloud) Where is your
master ?

MiG. Out!

CaL. Out? Who and whatis he?

MiG. Baron Brasiero, and he is governor of the province.

CaAL,
Mig.

CAL

What? Brasiero, my old friend? Send him to me!
I have already had the pleasure to tell you he is out.

And does he dare absent himself when I, Picrates ‘Hermoso
Cristoval de Calabazas visit him? I beg of you, my good per-
son, to explain the reason.

MiGc. He departed for the battle-field this morning. The Spaniards
have invaded us. It was very annoying to him, because he ex-
pécted the Baroness to-day.

CAL. Ah—the Baroness!  She will do. Let her appear before me!

Mig. But, your excellency, she but now arrived !

CAE. And 1, the Prince Pic—never mind the name—tell you to
bring her here. Produce her! (Aside.) She will tell me where
the girl is hidden.

MiG. (Looking off)- Ah! She is coming to receive the respects of
her new vassals. (4side) If she is not found out beforehand.

1 Em‘er mm, women, ANITA, CATANA, PEPITA and then MANOLA
- attired as the Baroness.) :
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(At end of Chorus all exeunt except MANOLA, MIGUEL
and CALABAZAS,)

CAL. (Aside.) For a statesman, my position is somewhat humiliating !

MaN.

CAL. (Confused.) Yes—no—that is to say—sometimes !

Well, your excellency, have you nothing to say ?

MAN. Oh, I see!
here!

You are surprised to find an old acquaintance

CAL. (Aside) She is roasting me!

MAN. (With exaggerated condescension.). But life is made up of
chances. The Baron will be in despair when ke finds you have
gone without seeing him; for, of course, you only came to visit
him.

CAL, (Confused) Of course! (Aside) A quiet hint to get out.

MAN. (With affected concern.) 1 would ask you to remain, but I
know how impatient you must be to go. Affairs of state are too
important, I.am aware, to be sacrificed to mere compliment.
Since you must go, dear Prince, Adieu!

CAL. (Aside) She actually turns me out of doors, (Aloud and
bowing.) Madame, you must really pardon my abrupt departure.
(Aside, and going.) 1t will be my turn to laugh by and by. (4s
ke is going, shouts heard outside.)

BraAs. (Outside.) Where is she?

MiG. (Overwhelmed) Mercy!

CAL. (Stopping.) Ah!
(BRASEIRO enters precipitately.)

The Baron!

The Baron back again !

Bras. Yes,I! Iamhere! Sois she—my wife! Where is she?
Where? Ah! Let me behold her. (Sees MANOLA.) ’Tis she!
A blonde! I worship blondes! How beautiful! Will you per-

mit me? (Kisses ker.)
CAL. M1G. & MAN. (Aside.) Oh! (With anguish.)

Bras. Had you been a brunétte, 1 should have accepted you all the
same ; but as I have already buried two of that type, you will
appreciate my present delight!

CAL. But Braseiro, are you aware of my presence ?

BrAs. The Prince in my house? What an honor! (Kisses kis
kand.) A Prince and a wife in one day! It is too much! That
is, I suppose so—I don’t know!

Mic. But your unexpected.return—

Bras. Ah! That was a stroke of genius! I did not want to leave
behind me a wife I had never seen! I reflected. An inspira-
tion permeated me all at once. I went to the commandet-in-
chief of our enemies; I said to him: “If you will be so accom-
odating as to postpone your attack for a fortnight, it will be five
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thousand piastres in your pocket. I am justmarried: at the
end of that time, I may be delighted to court death 1.” -

CAL. And he accepted ?
BrA. With wild enthusiasm.
CaL. How good of him!

BrAs. No; he was a fool, or he would have asked double! But
you, Prince, by what chance are you here ?

CAL. (Confused) Oh,1 was passing, in a diplomatic way, when I
thought I would drop in !

MAN. (Quickly.) But he is going away again, at once.

Mic. Yes; even quicker, if possible.

Bras. Going away? Never! What, when I have a Calabazas——

CaAL. Picrates Hermoso Cristoval de Calabazas,~~the name is rather
long-—-

Bras. If it has a fault, it is that itis not long enough! Sucha
man, with such a name, must not be allowed to depart. You
must remain, at least, until to-morrow.

Man.
CAL. (Aside.) It is now my turn!
urges me so kindly, I will remain!
(MANOLA and MIGUEL exchange glances of despair. )

(Quickly.) But the Prince wishes to be free.
(Aloud.) Since the Baroness

Bras. That is settled to general satisfaction. At least, I suppose
so—I don’t know! But now, to think of ourselves. My dear
(o0 ManoLa), I will go and see if our apartments are all in
readiness !

MAN. (Uneasily, aside.) Oh dear!
Bras. (70 MAN.) You will pardon my absence for 2 moment. (X7sses
ker.)

CAL. (Groaning, aside.) I am gnawed with jealousy ! (4/oud.) Baron,
Show me to my room. (Aside.) Anything to get him away
from her!

Our appartments!

Bras. Willingly, Prince! This way. (Going.)

CAL. (Aside.) His wife! Agony! (Exit with BkAs.)

MAN. (After a pause.) Miguel! You heard?

MIG. Manola! Yes. Owr appartments !

MaN. We must tell him all!

Mia. Then the' Prince will begin again. You know he does not go
till to-morrow. :

MAN. But to-morrow will be too late ! (Gloomily.) Only one thing

is left to us, Miguel! (Draws stiletto) We must die! You
must kill me first and I widl then kill you!

Mic. Dear Manola!

MAN.

Dear Miguel! [Z7%ey embrace.]



74
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(Ae the end of the Duct, they hesitate a moment, and end by turning
their backs to each other with fear. Night has gradually come
on, and the stage is only lighted by the moon shining through the
windows.)

MAN. (Feebly.) Well—well—begin! (Grves him dagger.)
MiG. Yes; it must be so! (ANeise outside.)
MaN. Some one is coming!

MIG. (Breathes freely.) 1 like that much better!

DEGOMEz. (Outside.) What!
Baroness !

No one to receive us? This way,

MiG. (Looking off) Itis Cousin Degomez, with the real Baroness !

Man. That settles it! It is useless to struggle longer !

(Enter DEGOMEZ, C.)

DEG. (As ke enters.) This way, Madame. Oh, ] am so tired! If
that confounded post-chaise had condescended to break down
nearer—but two leagues away! It was dreadful! This way!

(Enter BEATRIX, C.)

BeA. This is pleasant! Not a light—not a person to receive me!

MAN. (Aside to M1G.) I know that voice, surely !

BeA. What can it all mean? (DEG. is standing fast asleep.) Cou
sin Degomez! He does not answer. He is fast asleep! (Skouts.)

Cousin !
DEG. {Starts) Eh? Whatisit? I wasn’t!
BeA, What does this all mean?
DEG. Perhaps they are all asleep.
BEA. Asleep! That would be the finishing touch! If my late hus-

band had treated me so!

MAN. (Aside)) Her late husband! [Zries fo see BEATRIX'S face.

BEA. You told me that Don Braseiro was the most attentive of men.
You have deceived me! (DEG. asleep again.) 1 say you bhave
deceived me! (Shouts)) Cousin! Are you asleep too?

DEG. (Waking with a start) 11 Never! (Falls in armechair.)

I can't sleep! (Falls asleep.)
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BEA. ([/mpatiently.) This neglect is unpardonable !
MAN. (Sees BEATRIX's face in light) Ah! Beatrix !
BEA. (Turns with surprise) Eh! Manola! You here!
MiG. You know each other ?

BeA. Yes. Ever since her arrival in Lisbon. We were neighbors.
Manola came to see me every day. She is my little protegée.

MiG. Then we are saved, if you will consent to aid us !

BEA. Aid you? What do you mean?

MiG. I will tell you. [DEG. snores.] But we will first dispense
with your cousin. [SZakes DEG.] Degomez!

DEG. [Waking with a start.] 1 wasn't! Eh! Miguel. Is all right?

Mic. Yes. Butretire; you will feel more at home in bed.

DeG. Well, I will not refuse. I haven’t slept a wink for two nights
[Going.] 1 leave the Baroness in your keeping. Agh! [ Yawns
and exit.}

MiG. (Quickly.) Now for the whole business in two words. You
think you are the baroness? You are not.

BEA. (Surprised) Not? (Angrily) Explain yourself!

MaN. I am the baroness. That is, for the present. I am pursued
by that horrid old Calabazas. He was about to carry me away.
I was lost. Then as you had not arrived, it occurred to me take
your place, in order to escape him. I did take your place. Iam
the baroness.

Mic. And to all the world but you, she must remain so uatil to-mor-.
row morning.
BEA. And the Baron?
MiG. To the Baron, above all.
Bea.
MiG.
BEA.
Mie.

BEA.

But, Manola—impossible !
Leave it to me. I have a plan!

Oh, indeed! And this plan?

You will go to him, but he will think it is Manola.

(Sarcastically) Indeed! How very pleasant !
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